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Ivan J. Smith 1994 

Family 
Calvin Clay Smith was born May 11, 1858, married Nancy Jane Endsley, had 9 children and died Jan. 27, 
1937. He was buried in the Albert Smith Cemetery in Natural Dam, Crawford, Arkansas. Calvin and Nancy 
were the parents of John Bailey Smith and grandparents of Ivan Smith. John B. Smith and Nellie Maybelle 
Powell were born in Arkansas; John on Jan. 8, 1887 and Nellie on Jan. 27, 1901; they were the parents of 
Ivan. Nellie was 15 when they married on May 27, 1916 in Rudy, Crawford Arkansas. Their son Lloyd 
Eugene was born in Rudy, Arkansas on April 28, 1917 and daughter Willa Marie in Cove City, Crawford, 

Arkansas on March 30, 1919. The family then moved to 
Cement, Caddo, Oklahoma, where daughter Marjorie Maybelle 
was born on November 8, 1921. They were in Powell Texas 
when Ivan was born on March 12, 1924, and then moved back 
to Oklahoma where Harold was born in Blackwell on Dec. 11, 
1927. In 1930 John worked as a Water Pumper in the Hubbard 
Oil Field in Carlisle, Kay, Oklahoma. They next moved to Rural 
Johnson County Arkansas by 1935 where John returned to 
Farming; moving to Pittsburg, Johnson, Arkansas by 1940. Ivan 
attended school in Oklahoma and Arkansas. In 1942 Ivan was 
living with his brother Lloyd in Apache Caddo, Abilene, 
Oklahoma and working for the Apache Ice Co. He moved to 
Coburg, Oregon by 1943 where he married Georgia Beebe of 
Eugene, after getting their marriage license in June of 1943. 
Lloyd came to Eugene, followed by Ivan about 1943, Harold by 
1945 and then their parents before 1947. John died in Eugene 
May 12, 1966 age 79 and Nellie died on March 18, 1995 age 94. 
John was a Freemason and Nellie a member of Eastern Star and 
both were buried in West Lawn Memorial Park in Eugene. 
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When Ivan turned his attention to Freemasonry in 1945, he was 
working as a Gas Station attendant at the Mobile Station at 11th and 
Olive a couple doors down from Eugene #11 Masonic Lodge at 10th 
and Olive. He came of age 6 months before his Initiation as an 
Entered Apprentice on September 19, 1945. Although his father was 
a Mason, there is no sign that he joined a Lodge in Eugene, but he 
likely attended. Ivan was Passed to Fellowcraft on October 17, 1945 
and Raised a Master Mason on February 20, 1946. A couple months 
later he joined the Scottish Rite and received the degrees in the 
Eugene Valley, 4º-14º May 9 and the 15º-32º on May 11, 1946 with 
the Spring Reunion class. He attended Lodge for the first couple 
years, then time work and family kept him busy and away from 
Lodge for many years. He worked for a Salt mill near Coburg for a 
time. Next, he drove a truck for Lafferty Grocery for about a year 
until one day he had a 500 lbs. wooden keg of syrup on the truck, 
concerned that it would break if he tried to unloaded it himself, he 
called the office for help. He was told that’s your job, so he drove the truck back and quit. After that he went 
to work in a sawmill, working at 3 different mills in the area. In those days he was working hard just to make 
a living.  

 
His wife saw an ad from the local Chevrolet dealer looking for a painter’s helper. He worked there for a 
couple years until the Painter returned home to Texas. Ivan found his replacement disagreeable and sought 
employment elsewhere. He worked for Kendal motors on the lube rack for about a year, then the manager 
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from Jeep, who was a Mason, asked Ivan to come work for him. They had put in a paint and body shop and 
Ivan worked for Jeep for about 3 years. He went to work for Dunham Motors which took over Schultz 
Motors, Cadillac and Oldsmobile, working for Dunham he established himself as a premiere painter in the 
automotive business, he worked that trade for about 25 years at various locations. He worked on commission 
splitting the labor fees 50/50 with Dunum, but after 8 years the split price changed to 60/40 he quit went to 
work as a paint and body man at Pontiac. Pontiac previously did not have a body shop, so he came in and did 
the whole thing. Then his wife saw an ad that the County needed someone.  So, he went to work driving 
Trucks for Lane County in the Road and Highway Department, working 10 ½ years until he retired. After he 
retired in about 1989, Ivan got back into Masonry. He had maintained his memberships over all the year, but 
in about 1990 he jumped in with both feet and made up for lost time.  

 

Music 
“His son David wrote: “Ivan loved music. He was an accomplished guitarist and played lead guitar and lead 
singer in a band in the 1950's. The band was named 'The Western Valley Boys' and they played country music 
throughout the greater Lane County area for several years. Ivan was privileged to play for well-known artists 
like Tex Ritter, the Bonanza TV stars and others when they came to Eugene for special events like the Lane 
County Rodeo as Grand Marshals.” 
 

 
Western Valley Boys ca. 1953 Lloyd “Grandpappy” Smith left on Bass, Ivan Smith guitar under the word 
cafe, and young Leon Smith center stage. 

The Western Valley Boys group was active from 1947 to 1957. They were the house band at Melody Ranch, a 
country dance hall located at 2272 Roosevelt Boulevard in the Four Corners district northwest of Eugene, 
Oregon. The owner/operator of the dance hall was Lloyd ("Grandpappy") Smith, Ivan’s older brother, who 
also served as the band leader and played the upright bass. Other band members included Smith's young son, 
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Leon, Robert Smith, Howard Lane, Gale Cragitt, Ivan Smith, Bob Weltzell, Red Hayes, Ralph Wigham, Leon 
Bell and one female vocalist, Lorane (or Lorraine) Pike. The Lane County History Museum’s collection 
includes the following: 
---One CD with reproduced recordings of Western Valley Boys songs 
---Two laser print photographs: one of the group with members identified and one of a drawing of Melody 
Ranch dance hall 
---One 3-page typed history of the Western Valley Boys group and Melody Ranch, written by Victoria, with a 
few accounts of people who remember the group and the dance hall. 

In the book “Willie Nelson: An Epic Life” 2008, it was recorded that “While Willie was working at KCNC in 
Fort Worth, he sent a demo tape to Grandpappy Smith, the man to see when it came to country and western 
music in Eugene, Oregon.  Grandpappy owned the Melody Ranch Dance Hall and was bandleader of the 
Western Valley Boys, the Melody Ranch house band, and hosted a show on KASH radio. He also had a small 
recording empire going on, with two record labels, Orbit Sound (for country acts) and Willamette Records, 
and a song publishing company, Myrtle Mountain Publishing…Grandpappy liked the demo well enough to 
book Willie at the Melody Ranch in May 1955. Grandpappy’s twelve-year-old son, Leon Smith, played lead 
guitar behind him on the dates. Grandpappy liked Willie, but not enough to offer a recording contract or 
more bookings.”  

Ivan’s nephew Leon went on to make a name for himself. 
Leon Smith can be found in the Rockabilly Hall of Fame. His 
1959 hit single, Little 40 Ford, quickly rose to the top of the 
charts on the West Coast and allowed him to make his mark in 
rock ‘n roll history. 

Early in his career he shared the stage with numerous legends 
such as Willie Nelson, Ferlin Husky, Jim Reeves, Marty 
Robbins, George Jones, Rose Maddox, Gene Vincent, Jerry 
Lee Lewis, Duane Eddy, Carl Dobkins Jr., Fats Domino, Little 
Richard, Neil Sedaka, Jimmy Clanton, Larry and Laurie Collins, 
The Fleetwoods, The Sneed Family and The Ventures to name 
a few. 

When Ivan reached his late 80's his son David introduced him 
to Karaoke and Ivan once again fell in love with the spot light. 
Ivan would entertain Karaoke crowds with his country songs 
as often as he could, sometimes several time a week. Ivan 

continued to sing until the Covid-19 pandemic closed all of the local locations. 

Even in his 90’s Ivan still had some good guitar licks in him. While his fingers couldn’t quite keep up with his 
brain, he could still lay down a few riffs and scales and play some good tunes. 
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Freemasonry 
When Ivan returned to actively attending Lodge in about 1990, he found that Eugene Lodge #11 was 
struggling a little to fill the chairs of the officer’s line. He was concerned for the health of the Lodge and over 
the years brought in a lot of new members. He jumped in to the line as Senior Steward in 1991 and advanced 
to Senior Deacon in 1992. That year he went to Grand Lodge carrying the proxy vote for the Junior Warden. 
On November 1, 1992 he earned his 3-year proficiency card for learning to read the whole ritual with a 
cipher. He renewed it August 7, 1995 and again in 1998, giving him a Lifetime Proficiency card. At the time 
he was one of only 2 members at Eugene (along with WB Bradley) and the only member of Creswell Lodge 
#112 to have proven their knowledge of the Masonic Ritual. He skipped the Junior Warden’s Station and 
advanced to Senior Warden in 1993, and was elected Master of Lodge #11 in 1994. He served the Lodge as 
Marshal from 1996 to 1998 and received the Hiram Award for outstanding service on September 9, 1998. He 
was given his 50-year service Award on February 21, 1996. At this time Ivan was conferring the Master 
Mason degree and was called to help at Creswell Lodge #112, south of Eugene. They gave him a petition, but 
he didn’t fill it out. He liked what he saw and felt it was the closest-knit group he’d seen in the fraternity at 
that time. In about 1997 he returned again to help and they gave him another petition and this time he said 
“what the heck, why not”. They wanted him to jump right to Master, but he was not comfortable with that, 
not yet knowing the workings of that particular Lodge. After further entreaties he accepted and was elected to 
Senior Warden in 1998. He was Master the following year, 1999. Creswell Lodge was in financial distress at 
the time and suffered from low membership and so was thinking of merging with Cottage Grove #51.  
Oakridge Lodge #205 had consolidated with Creswell on April14, 1997. With them came their assets. He 
found a good Real Estate Agent and the Oakridge building sold for about $100,000, bringing in the need 
funds.  

 
Eugene Lodge #11 Master Mason degree January 22, 2014. Left to right: WB Michael D. Robinson 
degree Master 1st Sect. Lecturer, WB Ivan J. Smith degree Steward at 90, Donavon Davidge Lodge 
Master, Steve Karner degree Master 2nd Sect., Jeramya Stephens MM candidate, WB Lloyd Henson 
degree prep. and Jake Shaw Junior Deacon. 

 Ivan then had a talk with a Marine recruiter, who was interested in Masonry. He invited him to his house and 
while the Marine was filling out his petition, he remarked that his associate at the recruiting office was also 
interested. Ivan went down there and ended up with four signed petitions. This helped raise the membership 
at Creswell and in the end, he said he signed up 14 military sergeants, who joined Masonry in different parts 
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of Oregon. Most of them joined Creswell. On one occasion he conferred 5 Master Mason degrees in one day, 
a difficult undertaking for all involved. Over the years he conferred the Master Mason degree on 68 Brothers. 
He could read all of the ritual and knew many parts by memory. On one occasion he delivered the 
Fellowcraft Lecture, by reading it, but it didn’t feel right to him so he never did it again. After being Master of 
Creswell Ivan did not serve as an elected or appointed officer in the Blue Lodge. His attention shifted to 
Grand Lodge and the appendant bodies of York Rite and Scottish Rite. He received his 60-year service 
Award on June 25, 2001 and his 70-year Award on March 8, 2016. He affiliated as a plural member of 
Cottage Grove Lodge #51 on April 4, 2010. As the Lodge Historian, and with the advent of his 70th year 
approaching, I had the pleasurer of interviewing Ivan at his home on February 20, 2015. This was 69 years to 
the day that he received the Master Mason degree. I didn’t have the heart to tell him at that moment that he 
still had a year to wait. He had joined in 1945, but his Master degree was 1946. I broke it to him at the next 
meeting, but I think he had realized it by that time. Ivan continued to do parts in the degrees until about 90 
years old. On one occasion a disagreement about direction during a Master Mason degree, caused a 
commotion, and he realized it was time to let the younger members, fill the roles. Ivan was less active after 
2018. The last time Ivan came to Eugene Lodge #11 was October 17, 2018. As Secretary of Eugene Scottish 
Rite, I had received some donation checks from Ivan, but there was a problem that needed his attention, so I 
stopped in to see him. I informed him that we would be doing a Fellowcraft degree for Michael Larson and a 
FC Proficiency for Chris Wig that night and he should come. And so, he did. Had Covid-19 not stopped the 
World in 2020, I’m sure we would have attempted to bring him back for another visit. To share a joke and 
meet the newer members. 

 
October 17, 2018: 1st row (Left to right) Sterling Dailey JD, WB Ivan Smith age 94, Michael Larson 
FC candidate, Ed Duquette Tyler. 2nd row WB Michael D. Robinson degree Master 1st section, Chris 
Wig FC, Terin Mueller JW, Michael Richardson Chaplin, WB Rich Maris Sec., Alex Casper Lodge 
Master, WB Steve Karner degree Master 2nd section. Lance McGraw. 
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Grand Lodge 
Ivan participated in his first Grand Lodge, in official capacity in 1992 as mentioned. He continued as Lodge 
Senior Warden in 1993 and as Master in 1994. He returned in 1995 again carrying the Junior Wardens proxy. 
He was appointed to the Committees on Arrangements and Examining Visiting Brethren for the 1995-96 
Masonic year. He was on the Committee for Arrangements 2 years, from 1995 to 1997. Committee on 
Examining Visiting Brethren 4 years 1995-1999, Committee on Milage and Expense 1 year 1996-97. The year 
1997-98 was a big one for Ivan. The Grand Master for the year was Max Schumaker Past Master and member 
of Eugene #11. Ivan was appointed Grand Pursuivant 1997-98 and a member of the committee on 
Credentials 1997-98. During the year he attended the Rededication of Friendship Lodge #160 Masonic 
Building, on October 26, 1997, serving as Pursuivant and Acting Grand Marshal. At the 1998 Grand Lodge 
Session on June 4th and 5th in Eugene, Oregon he was singled out by the Grand Master, who stated: 

I would like to give a special thank-you to Ivan Smith, Grand Pursuivant. He traveled with me all 
over this state and a couple of other states. Many times, when the meeting was over and it was 
time to hit the long road home, I just handed him the keys, tipped the seat back, and went to 
sleep. He got us home safe and sound and I was rested and able to go to work the next day. That 
is real dedication. Thank you, Ivan. 
He also received a Special Award from the Grand Master: 

The Grand Master, at this time, presented special awards to Brothers Ivan J. Smith (11), Alex E. 
Smith (221) and Erin Endicott (91) for their service and dedication to the Grand Master and the 
Grand Lodge of Oregon. 
Past Grand Master Lyle Logan of the Information and Education Committee also made special notice of 
Ivan’s help with the Education of his Masonic Brethren: 

The committee would also like to thank Brother Ivan Smith for all the assistance he has given 
with the arrangements through the years. Ivan can be counted on for all the special little things 
which help make the Charges in the Eugene area such a success. 
 

In 1997 Ivan was appointed the Grand Lodge Representative of Texas, and was appointed every year until his 
death in 2020, a total of 23 years. Ivan was appointed Junior Grand Steward and was on the Committee for 
Credentials for 1998-99. On the morning of the second day of the Communication WB Ivan J. Smith 
Worshipful Master of Creswell Lodge #112 called the session to order at 8 A.M. June 4, 1999. Later outgoing 
Grandmaster Surroz presented Lee E. Garvin, Ivan J. Smith and John P. Ridenour with awards of 
appreciation for accompanying him on his travels throughout the state of Oregon. Among those travels Ivan 
stood in as Acting Grand Marshal for the Cornerstone Laying of the Masonic Grand Lodge Office in Forest 
Grove on October 23, 1998 and served in his appointed role as Junior Grand Steward for the Cornerstone 
Laying of the Polk County Jail on May 1, 1999. At the Grand Lodge session in June of 1999, he was 
appointed District Deputy Grand Master for District #20 for 1999-2000, by the Grand Master Aaron Harvey. 
Among other things, as District Deputy he served his appointed role at the Cornerstone Laying at the 
Municipal Building in Warrenton Oregon on August 19, 1999, the Dedication of Grand Lodge Office and 
Jennings McCall Center on August 22, 1999, and the Plaque Laying ceremony at the Columbia County 
Sheriff’s office on May 12, 2000. After this he did not hold any Grand Lodge office except as Representative 
of Texas, a state where he was born, but never really lived. Ivan came to Grand Lodge after that, but only 2 
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other mentions were found in the record. In 2003 he carried the proxy for the Worshipful Master of Creswell 
Lodge #112, and in 2004 he responded on behalf of the 50-year plus members. 

 

Scottish Rite 
Ivan received the Scottish Rite degrees in the Eugene Valley, 4º-14º May 9 and the 15º-32º on May 11, 1946 
with the Spring Reunion class. He was Commander of Kadosh 30º for 1994-96. Although he was a Scottish 
Rite member much longer, he put more of his energy into the York Rite and its affiliated groups. He was a 
Master Mason and Scottish Rite member for 74. 

 

York Rite 
He was a member of the Eugene York Rite Bodies and rose to the top of each. He joined the York Rite in 
1994, receiving all the degrees that year. Later he became a dual member with Cottage Grove Chapter #41 
Royal Arch Masons. He was High Priest of Chapter #10 R.A.M., Illustrious Master of Hiram Council #7 
R.&S.M. (Cryptic Masons) and Eminent Commander of Ivanhoe Commandery #2 Knights Templar for 
Eugene. He had a falling out with the Eugene York Rite. He withdrew from Hiram Council #7 on December 
20, 2014 and was removed from the other Bodies. 

He was a member of Hodson Council of High Priesthood, Oregon Priory #37 Knights of the York Cross, 
Council of Amaranth, Governor of Champoeg York Rite College, Royal Ark Mariners, Past Commanders 
Association, and held honorary memberships in several lodges in various states through his service. One of 
his most proud and satisfying achievements was his work through the Masonic Eye Foundation. As AERS 
Representative he helped over 50 blind adults and children gain sight. 

 

Michael D. Robinson Eugene Lodge #11 Historian, 
Oregon Scottish Rite Historian and Past Grand Historian 
December 24, 2020 
 

 

 

 

 


