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Emil the Wicked, and the End of Sandy Olds 
As we come to the end of this twisted tail, a final look at the key players will help to put certain aspects in a 

clearer light. Throughout the trials the defense had one main tactic, defame the victim to try and show he 

deserved what he got. The following article came out in “The San Francisco Examiner” four days after the 

murder. There was no sign that the Oregonian published the article, likely because of its prejudicial nature. It 

should be kept in mind that the sources of this article were among those who worked so hard to defame 

Weber during the trial. Still it is likely a reasonable assessment of the character of Weber. There is little doubt 

that Weber was a jerk of epic proportions, but that doesn’t change the facts surrounding the way he was 

gunned down in the street. Olds decided to solve the dispute with a gun, he did the crime, but blamed the 

victim so he didn’t have to pay the price. We now present Emil the Wicked, followed by the battle for his 

estate. 

 

Emil Weber, the Wicked 

A career of sin almost from the cradle to the grave. 

Jobbing his friends. 

His wife supplanted by a shapely chorus girl. 

“The following sketch of the career of Emil Weber, the gambler who was killed at Portland, Oregon, on the 

10th instant by Sandy Olds, also a sport, is given by the Portland correspondent of the Seattle Post 

Intelligencer. Weber will not be mourned for by many, as a bigger villain than he probably never infested the 

Northwest. He first saw the light of day some 36 years ago at London, Ohio, and came of respectable 

parents. While yet in his teens he became involved in a shooting scrape with a Negro, and in order to avoid 

the penitentiary he came west to the plains of Laramie. For a while he followed the occupation of cowboy 

and then went to work as a brakeman on the Union Pacific Railroad when it was first built through that wild 

country. Finally, Weber began to associate with gamblers, and was soon a full-fledged member of the 

fraternity; he seemed to take to the business as a duck does to water. Finally, he settled down at Laramie City 
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and embarked in the saloon and gambling business there and prospered. In 1877 he married Mary J. Fuhr, the 

daughter of a well-known sporting man of that city. Early in the 80s business became dull at Laramie and 

Weber heard of Portland and the Villard boom that was in progress there and resolved to travel further West 

and grow up with the country. He arrived in Portland early in 1882 with his family. Paul Fuhr accompanied 

him. They had about $20,000 each, and operated a faro game at the Cosmopolitan corner, and did a thriving 

business. The city was crowded with adventures at this time, and coin was plenty, and the game won lots of 

money. Paul Fuhr, finding that his partner Emil Weber, was stealing from him, and then he was bringing in 

men from the outside to beat the game, drew out with quite a snug sum in March, 1884 and retired for a year 

and a half to his farm in Washington County. Weber continue to prosper, by the end of 1885 was worth 

$75,000. 

Turn of the tide. 

The date of the beginning of his own downfall was on 23d of December, 1885. On that date he had his 

celebrated poker game with G.W. Brady, a typical western sport, who is at present a resident of Seattle. 

It seems that Weber had been endeavoring to induce one Bob Gatewood to assist him in a job to steamboat 

Brady, who had considerable money, at stud poker. Gatewood was a dealer in a leading stud poker game. 

Gatewood did not like Weber, and resolved to turn the tables on him. So he went to Brady and told him of 

Weber’s evil designs. Gatewood said: “stand in with me, and we will steamboat Weber.” 

“I’ll go you,” said Brady, “but I’ll not take any chances of losing my good money. Therefore, you must 

furnish all the wealth.” 

It was agreed that Brady was to apparently walk into the trap and was to lose $100 first. Then he was to leave 

the room and get $2000, which Gatewood was to provide, and was to beat Weber. The program was carried 

out to the letter. Brady played against Weber in the stud poker game and lost his $100. Then he went out. 

While away Gatewood showed Weber a stacked deck, which he said he had ready for Brady. In this deck 

Brady was to get an ace first and Weber a king. Then Brady was to get another Ace and Weber two Kings. 

Thus he was to win the money. The wily Gatewood, however had another deck in his inside pocket, in which 

there was a different combination. Brady came back and Gatewood raised the cold deck and both players 

receive their cards. Brady got an ace and Weber a king, after which Brady got another ace and Weber another 

king. Then the betting resumed and continued until $3300 was in the pot. Then he drew three cards. 

He “squealed.” 

Weber had not bettered his hand, but Brady’s two aces beat his two Kings. With an oath Weber grabbed at 

the steaks, but Brady pulled a pistol and made him throw up his hands. Weber left the room shouting that he 

had been robbed. He called on the police and Brady was arrested. The money got into the hands of the 

courts, and as Brady got tired of the delays he compromised with Weber. By this means he got his own 

money back and $800 of the money put into the pot by Weber. 

This incident hurt Weber’s reputation with the sporting man, who called him a “squealer” for his action, and 

they took every opportunity to hurt his game. He lost a great deal of money in the year following this 

incident. Some say he lost over $20,000. 

Early in 1886 the Thompson opera company came to Portland, and through the love of its manager for 

games it became financially embarrassed and threatened to go to pieces. At this juncture Weber thought it 

would be a good plan to take charge of the company. As the company was talented, he thought he would 

make a little money out of it. So, he stepped in, paid the bills and became proprietor of the company. He 

piloted the company to Seattle, Tacoma and other places on the Sound and did fairly well. 
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Caught by a chorus girl. 

Among the course girls was a rather shapely maiden known as Fanny Sanger. Weber became infatuated with 

her. When the troop left for the East Fannie Sanger remain behind and Weber fitted up a suite of rooms in 

the building on the corner of First and Taylor streets for her in the most sumptuous manner. She was 

supplied with diamonds and a seal skin sack, had servants and a carriage. Fearing that his wife would hear of 

it, he sent her and their three children East on a visit. Mrs. Weber, who bore an excellent reputation as a wife 

and a mother, had only been in the East a few weeks when she learned of her husband’s doings. She came 

back and endeavored to induce her husband to return to her for the sake of their three beautiful daughters, 

who are now six, eight and eleven years of age, but the gambler was so infatuated with his new flame that he 

refused all overtures. 

Fighting a divorce. 

Finding that he was obdurate Mrs. Weber finally, on 2d December, 1886, applied for a divorce. Weber left the 

state and remained away for two months in order to avoid the service of the summons. Before he left, he 

transferred all his property, even to his wife’s carriage, to others, and swore she should not get a cent of his 

money. The poor woman was left almost penniless. Weber fought the divorce proceedings, tooth and nail, 

and had nine lawyers and a core of detectives on his side. He went so far as to endeavor to blacken the 

reputation of the mother of his children by means of the testimony of his private detectives, but for the 

efforts of Mrs. Weber’s father, who stood by her with his money, which he was compelled to spend freely he 

would have beaten his wife in the divorce proceedings. Finally, Mrs. Weber was awarded a divorce in July, 

1887, and her legal share of the property. Weber had manipulated matters so in the meantime that Mrs. 

Weber share amounted to only $9000. Cost of the litigation had been so great that Weber scarcely had 

$20,000 when he had paid his wife her share. 

The extravagance of the Sanger woman, whom he subsequently, it is said, made his wife, told heavily on his 

finances, and it is doubted if he was worth $9000 at the time of his death. 

One of his Jobs.  

About a year and a half ago Weber desired to get hold of the Club Saloon on Front Street in Portland as it 

was in excellent place for a game. Frank Lynch was running the place in the name of his wife, Esther Lynch. 

The former would not sell out to Weber. So he went to work on Mrs. Lynch and induced her, by telling her 

false stories about her husband’s conduct, to leave him. When this was done, he purchased the lease from 

Mrs. Lynch and then turned him out of the place. Mrs. Lynch, believing her husband to be perfidious, left for 

the East on the money paid her by Weber for the leasehold. This is only a specimen job of the many put up 

by Weber, and the only wonder is that he was not killed long ago as a man he was totally unscrupulous, and 

would rob his friends and even relations if the opportunity presented itself. His brothers, Peter and Jacob 

Weber, who were associated with him in business, will bear testimony as to this phase of his character. He has 

kept the gambling fraternity in Portland in hot water with his many jobs ever since he arrived there. The 

trouble was that he could not possibly be square with anybody. He goes to his grave unwept, unhonored and 

unsung, as he did not have the love, respect or admiration of even his own kind.” 

The San Francisco Examiner Tue. May 14, 1889 

 

With a better understanding of Weber, it is easier to understand why his ex-wife became involved in a 

property dispute with his widow. Lest we forget, keep in mind that Paul Fuhr and Ike “Frenchy” Gratton 

were major contributors to the defense of Olds and the defamation of Weber. However, the stories above 

and below are a pretty clear indication as to why, at least in part, they held Weber in such contempt 
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The Morning Astorian Tue. Nov. 26, 1889 

Emil Weber’s Wives 

“The two wives of Emil Weber, who was shot to death by “Sandy” Olds, a Portland gambler, in May, 1889, 

are the parties to a suit for the dead man’s property which was heard yesterday before Judge Hanford, of the 

United States Court. The case occupied the entire day and was taken under advisement by the judge. The 

action was brought by Mary J. Gratton, the divorced wife, and her present husband, Isaac “Frenchy” Gratton, 

who are residents of Clark county in this state, against Fannie A. Weber, the second wife. The complaint sets 

out that the plaintiff was married to Emil Weber in February, 1877. In July, 1887, she was granted a divorce 

from him by the circuit court of Multnomah county, Oregon. In 1884, while she was still his legal wife, 

Weber acquired 1600 acres of land in Clallam county, Washington, and another tract of 1800 acres in the 

Clallum and Jefferson counties, which became community property. At the time of the decree of divorce the 

court awarded the wife $5000 alimony, in lieu of her interest in her husband’s real property. Weber’s Oregon 

property was sold to satisfy the judgment and was after words redeemed by him, but the woman never at any 

time released her interest in the Washington realty. The plaintiff now maintains that by the law of Oregon a 

divorced wife shall be awarded a one-third right in fee to the community property, and that the decree of the 

court that she should release her interest was void and inoperative. She therefore asserts her claim to one half 

of the land in Washington. In December, 1888, Weber married Fanny A. Weber, the defendant in the present 

suit, and in May, 1889, he died, leaving his property to her. The defendants answer admitted the historical 

facts set forth in the complaint but denied that the decree of the court, which held that the divorced wife 

should release her right, title and interest to the property, was rendered void by any statue of the state of 

Oregon. 

Mary Jane Gratton is a daughter of Paul Fuhr the leading gambler of the Northwest, and who was formally a 

Wyoming cattle king. Emil Weber, her first husband, was a cowboy in his youth, but became a successful 

gambler. “Frenchy” Gratton, second husband of the divorcee, was Emil Weber’s rival in the faro-banking 

business in Portland. He also ran a game in Seattle after the great fire. The killing of Weber by Sandy Olds in 

broad daylight on a leading business street of Portland created a great sensation. Weber was at the head of 

one faction of the gamblers, while Olds belong to another. The men were bitter personal enemies, and Weber 

had threatened to kill Olds. The latter was twice convicted of murder in the first degree but on the third trial 

was sentenced to one year for manslaughter. The Portland gamblers, led by Mrs. Gratton’s husband and her 

father, contributed money without stint to achieve this result. Mrs. Weber, the widow, was Fanny Sanger, a 

pretty chorus girl, when the gambler fell in love with her. 

Shortly before his death Emil Weber, who was killed by Sandy Olds in Portland, bought 1600 acres of timber 

land near Port Townsend, and last Saturday his administrator was offered for the tracked the handsome some 

of $21,000.” 

The Seattle Post Intelligencer Tue. Oct. 13, 1891 

Involves 3400 acres of land 

Suit which recalls the Sandy Olds is murder case. 

“Seattle, October 3. - A case involving 3400 acres of valuable timberland in Clallam and Jefferson County’s is 

pending in the United States District Court of this city. 

In some form or another it has come up for trial in no less than five states New York, Ohio, Wyoming, 

Oregon and Washington. Some of the actions were begun nearly a quarter of a century ago. Two or three 

divorce suits resulted, and the various phases of litigation may be said to have in a measure brought about the 

celebrated Sandy Olds murder, a case made famous for its many trials and the final acquittal of the defendant, 

throughout the Pacific coast. 
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A brief history of the affair in which more or less interest is revived by the present action, follows: 

In September, 1871, Emil Weber was married to Salona Weber, in London, Ohio. December, 1874, Emil 

Weber brought an action for divorce in the court of common pleas of Madison County Ohio, claiming that 

Salona Weber had deserted him within four months after their marriage and had refused to live with him, and 

early in the following year he obtained a divorce from her on the ground of abandonment. Salona Weber 

went to the state of New York to live. In 1877 Weber was married in Laramie city, Wyoming, to Mary J. 

Fuhr. During 1887 Mary J. Weber obtained a divorce from Emil Weber at Portland, Oregon, to which place 

they had removed, and secured a division of the property. Between 1884 and 1886 Emil Weber purchased 

3400 acres of timber land in Clallam and Jefferson counties, Washington. After the divorce in 1887, Emil 

Weber married a third wife in Portland, Oregon, named Fanny Weber. 

In May 1889, Emil Weber was shot in a quarrel with Sandy Olds, who was tried several times for the murder, 

finally escaping the gallows. In 1891 Weber’s second wife, who in the meantime had married Isaac Gratton, 

brought suit against Fannie Weber in the United States circuit court at Seattle to recover her community half 

interest in the timberlands in Clallam and Jefferson counties, and obtained a decree before Judge Hanford 

awarding her one-half of the timberlands. At the time of Weber’s death there were two mortgages on the 

timber lands. These were subsequently bought up by Paul Fuhr, father of Mary J. Fuhr, and foreclosed, and 

the property was brought in by Paul Fuhr an 1894. In the settlement of the estate of Paul for the timberlands 

became the property of Mrs. Mary J. Gratton. Weber’s first wife, Salona Weber is now bringing suit against 

Mrs. Mary J. Gratton and her three daughters of her marriage with Emil Weber to recover the entire 

property. Weber’s third wife is not a party to this present action.” 

 

Fannie Keith Details about the third and last wife of Emil Weber were not readily available. She may be the 

same as the Fanny Webber born in Massachusetts in March on 1870, who was keeping a Lodging House on 

First St. in Portland in 1900. She is listed as a widow who had been married about 10 years earlier. This would 

mean that she was about 19 when she married Emil Weber who would have been 20 years older at the time. 

It is not known what became of her. 

Mary Jane Fuhr, the 2nd wife of Emil Weber, was born in California in July of 1858. She went with her 

parents to Wyoming in the 1870’s and married Emil Weber there in 1877. The couple had two daughters, 

Anna Blanche born in June of 1879 and Maud born August of 1881, both in Rawlins, Wyoming. The family 

came to Portland in 1882. In 1886 Emil obtained a divorce and abandoned his wife and daughters, ages 7 and 

5. In 1888 she married Isaac Gratton, a French-Canadian gambler. It appears they had a daughter named May 

who died Sept. 8, 1897. Isaac and Mary Jane than adopted a son in Multnomah County on March 7, 1902; 

born March 3rd as Paul John McFadden, he lived his life as Paul Gratton, died Dec. 10, 1954 and was buried 

in River View Cemetery. The couple were no longer together in 1910 and Isaac remarried to Arilla B who was 

22 years younger than Isaac. Mary Jane retained the name Gratton and died in Portland on May 26, 1938. She 

was buried in River View Cemetery in Sec. 08, Lot 101, Grave 5. 

GRATTON – May 26, May J. Gratton, mother of Paul Gratton, city; grandmother of Robert Haines, 

Longview, Wash.; sister of Mrs. Kate Temple of Forest Grove, Or. Friends are invited to attend funeral 

services Tuesday at 2:30 P.M. at the Conservatory Chapel of A. J. Rose & Son, S.E. 6th and Alder. 

 

Isale “Isaac” Gratton was born May 31, 1850 in Saint-Janvier-de-Joly, Chaudiere-Appalaches Region, 

Quebec, Canada. He came to the United States in 1869, and was a gambling man. On May 4, 1888 Gratton 

was fined for keeping a gambling house in San Francisco. He left the Bay area and went to Portland where he 
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married Mary J. ex-wife of Emil Weber in 1888. By 1910 he was the President of the Standard Box and 

Lumber Company of Portland. He and Mary were separated by 1910 and Isaac remarried prior to 1920. His 

wife Arilla was born in 1873 and was about 23 years younger than her husband. Isaac died in a car crash in 

Pendleton, Oregon on July 16, 1927. He was buried in River View Cemetery in Sec 08, Lot 101, Grave 4. 

 

“GRATTON – Friends are invited to attend the funeral services for the late Isaac Gratton, husband of Arilla 

Gratton, father of Paul J. Gratton and Mrs. Venzel Richter, Tuesday, July 19, 1927, at 10:30 A.M., at the 

chapel of Edward Holman & Son, Hawthorne Ave. at 27th St. Auspices of Portland lodge No. 142, B.P.O.E. 

Interment Riverview cemetery. 

[The Oregonian, 18 Jul 1927, p17] 

Gratton Will Probated 

Portland Man Leaves Estate of $65,000 to Widow 

Isale Gratton, also known as Isaac Gratton, who died in Pendleton, Or., left an estate in Multnomah county 

valued at about $65,000, according to the will admitted to probate yesterday by Presiding Circuit Judge 

Morrow. 

The estate embraces $15,000 in cash, $20,000 in bonds and $30,000 worth of real estate. The residence 

property is at 946 Milwaukie street. The bulk of the estate goes to the widow, Arella Gratton, and Paul J. 

Gratton, an adopted son, although there were bequests for other family relatives, E. B. Williams was named 

as the executor.” [The Oregonian, 28 Jul 1927, p21] 

Paul Fuhr was born in Germany in 1830. His wife Anna nee Dumser was born on Jan. 8, 1835 in France or 

Germany. They were in New York by 1855 when their daughter Katie was born, and moved on to California 

by 1857 when Mary Jane was born. They had a son named George who was born in 1859 and died in 1923. 

By 1880 he took his family to Wyoming where he was a successful “Cattle Grower” in Rawlins. In 1882 he 

went to Portland, Oregon. Paul died on Feb. 3, 1895 in Portland and was buried at River View Cemetery in 

Sec 08, Lot 101, Grave 14. Anna Fuhr died Sept. 16, 1907 in Portland and was buried next to her husband. 

 

Paul Fuhr’s Death. 

A Rich Man and Well-Known Member of Sporting Fraternity. 

“Paul Fuhr, who died at St. Vincent’s hospital Sunday night, after an illness of some weeks, was a man well 

known in this city and county. A Member of the sporting fraternity, he was one of the old school of 

gamblers, courteous in demeanor and scrupulously honest in all his business transactions. For a number of 

years, he lived in Wyoming, engaged in stock raising, and leaving Rawlins in 1882 he came to Portland. 
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He brought with him the proceeds of his cattle business in Wyoming, about $70,000, all of which he invested 

in Oregon. Among his investments was the purchase of a Washington county farm, from Woodson Scoggins, 

paying $28,000, and, in improving the place, he expended $10,000 more. 

One of his daughters, Mary, some years ago the wife of Emil Weber, who was shot to death several years ago 

at Third and Alder streets by “Sandy” Olds, applied for a divorce from her husband several years ago, and, in 

assisting her, Paul Fuhr spent a large amount of money. After the divorce had been obtained, Weber married 

Fannie Sanger, a chorus singer, and sometime after the tragic death of her husband, the second Mrs. Weber 

sought to secure a large amount of property in the State of Washington belonging to the first wife. During 

this litigation, Mr. Fuhr also expended a large amount of money in protecting the rights of his daughter, who 

had become the wife of Isaac Gratton. The suit was finally won by Mrs. Gratton, and the property involved 

has become very valuable. 

During the trial of “Sandy” Olds for the murder of Weber, Mr. Fuhr took no part, although the sporting 

fraternity of Portland was greatly interested in the trials of Olds and some liberally contributed to the defense, 

as Weber had few friends among them. 

Until his late illness, Mr. Fuhr was in good health for 

a man of his years. The cause of his death was an 

operation performed on account of concretion of 

the gall bladder. He leaves a wife, one son and two 

daughters, the two latter being Mrs. Isaac Gratton 

and Mrs. George Temple. The son is now living in 

Wyoming. Mr. Fuhr is supposed to have been worth 

about $100,000, consisting of real property in 

Oregon and Seattle, notes and money. It is not 

known whether he has left a will, but if he has, it is 

likely his wife and children will be well remembered. 

The funeral will take place from the family residence 

on Tenth and Holladay Ave, tomorrow afternoon.” 

[The Oregonian, 5 Feb 1895, p11] 

The newspaper is in error when it states he did not 

participate in the Olds trial; he may not have 

testified, but he definitely helped finance Olds’ defense. It is interesting to note here that Paul paid a lot of 

money for the defense of his daughter during the divorce and later property dispute, as well as Charles Olds 

defense. But the property settlement seems to have made up for that. In an ironic twist it might be argued 

that Weber’s property going to the Fuhr family helped in part to pay for the defense of his murderer Sandy 

Olds. 

This brings us to Charles “Sandy” Olds, he was born in 1849, but we are uninformed as to where. He came 

to Portland before 1884, at which time he lived at 114 B St. By 1886 he had moved down the block to 246 B 

St. Living at the same place in 1887, he was found working as an assistant at the E. Lynch Saloon at 124 First 

St. This was the only time he was listed with an occupation. The Saloon where he worked was that of Esther 

Lynch, the same as in the story above, who was conned out of her saloon by Emil Weber. In 1888 Sandy 

roomed at 135 Morrison St., and likely lived there at the time of the murder, though he is not listed in the 

directory that year.  
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After serving his time Olds married Tillie Drake in 1892 and they resided at 187 W. Park by 1893. They later 

moved to Eleventh St. where they resided at a couple locations until 1897. The Directories do not show them 

again until 1901 when his widow Tillie was living at 486 Flanders. 

Charles Olds died February 12, 1901 (aged 51–52) in Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon. At the beginning 

of the story we posited that he was quickly hung and dumped in an unmarked grave. While drastically 

incorrect on the first part, the second did in fact occur. His remains lay in an unmarked plot in Lone Fir 

Cemetery in Portland, Block 8M Lot 73 Burial Space 1S.1 

The newspaper tells the last part of his story. A few corrections of the misstatements concerning his story 

have been included in parentheses. 

Morning Oregonian - February 14, 1901 - page 8 

"SANDY" OLDS DEAD 

SUCCUMBED TO A STROKE OF PARALYSIS. 

THE MURDERER OF EMIL WEBER 

His demise Recalls a War Between Two Factions of Portland Gamblers - Twice Sentenced to Pay Death 

Penalty. 

“Charles "Sandy" Olds, the well-known gambler and sporting man of Portland, who was twice sentenced to 

death for the killing of Emil Weber, and finally escaped with one year's imprisonment, died early Tuesday 

morning at his residence, 256 Clackamas street on the East Side. Five weeks ago, Olds suffered a serious 

stroke of paralysis in San Francisco, from the effects of which he never recovered and which was the direct 

cause of his death. He was brought at once to Portland and for four weeks has been lying totally paralyzed, an 

inarticulate "no" being the only sound that he could utter. He was given the best of care by his wife and 

family, but his suffering according to his physician, must have been intense, and death was a relief, as 

recovery was impossible, and life meant only a continuation of his suffering. His funeral will take place today, 

and the services at the grave will be private. During his 1st illness Olds lost a great deal of flesh and became 

very thin and wasted. He was about 61 years of age. He was not hiding in the city as has been stated, his on 

appearance on the street being due to his condition. 

THE KILLING OF EMIL WEBER. 

Twelve years ago, the gamblers of Portland were divided into factions and much bitterness existed among the 

different camps. A pompous and provoking fellow named Emil Weber, who had come here from Ohio, 

obtained a strong foothold and laid plans to become the boss gambler of the town. He set up a large 

establishment at First and Alder streets where games of all sorts - faro, stud poker, crap, chuck-a-luck, and 

roulette - were openly played, usually to large houses. 

Weber had not been long in Portland when he discarded his wife for a chorus girl. This case went into the 

courts and created more or less excitement in the gambling world and was finally settled by a division of 

property. The discarded wife had strong friends among certain of the gamblers who immediately formed an 

intense hatred for the boss. Weber's treatment of his wife and this arrogance towards other gambling-house 

proprietors and players soon brought him into disfavor and a movement who set on foot to dethrone him. 

Olds made no secret of his dislike of Weber and matters came to an open rupture when Weber announced 

that Olds would not be permitted to run a game in Portland. Olds declared that he would not leave Portland 

and was supported in his defiance of the boss' dictum by a considerable faction of the gamblers. They who 

 
1 Findagrave.com Emil Weber 
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knew the two men predicted that Portland was not big enough to hold them at the same time and that unless 

one of the other moved on the next town, somebody would be hurt. 

One bright day in the Spring of 1889 Weber left his gambling-house (Barber Shop) on First street, and started 

for a restaurant on Alder street, between Third and Fourth, where he usually took lunch. He was 

accompanied by a friend (one of his employees). Olds met the two at the northwest corner of Third and 

Alder streets, and shot Weber dead, firing into the body when it was prostrate on the ground and lifeless. At 

the trial which followed the state sought to prove that Olds was lying in wait for Weber, and that he 

deliberately shot him down in cold blood. Olds defense was that he was walking leisurely on Third street in a 

southerly direction, and that he reached the corner without any previous design, just as Weber and his friend 

got there. He maintained that Weber started to draw, and that he fired in self-defense. 

"The fight resulted as it did," Olds explained, "Simply because I got my revolver out first. If Weber had 

drawn first, I would have been the dead man. (except Weber did not draw his revolver) 

Olds' first and second trials (2nd and 3rd trials) resulted in verdicts of murder in the first degree, and Judge L. 

B. Stearns twice pronounced the sentence of death. The trials were the most sensational in the criminal 

history of Oregon, and the result was a personal triumph for Henry E. McGinn, who was then District 

Attorney. Both judgments were set aside by the Supreme Court, and when the time for the third trial (4th trial) 

came in 1891, a change of venue was granted to Hillsboro. Judge Frank J. Taylor presided at the trial, and 

Thomas A. Stevens, who had succeeded Mr. McGinn as District Attorney, prosecuted. The state's case was 

weak, and there was no surprise in Portland when the jury returned a verdict of manslaughter. Judge Taylor 

sentenced Olds to the penitentiary for one year. Olds' behavior was good and he earned the usual merits and 

was discharged early in 1892. 

After his release from the penitentiary, Olds drifted about the Northwest and was occasionally seen in 

Portland. In 1896 he took an active part in politics in the Whitechapel district and conducted a "Home for the 

Friendless," where strikers and repeaters for the Mitchell Republican ticket were rounded up. Three of four 

years ago, he opened a bunco game in Portland, but the police broke it up and Olds left town. 

Like all gamblers, Olds 

was generous with his 

money, and gave many a 

"piece" to fellows in 

hard luck. Those who 

were best acquainted 

with him say he was 

never known to speak 

harshly of anyone except 

Weber, and that was 

when Weber was 

harassing him and 

claiming the gambling 

business for himself 

exclusively.” 

 (The notebook above marks the spot of his grave.) 

 


