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Supreme Court Round 2 

Again, found guilty of murder in the first degree, Sandy Olds and his team of lawyers, took their case to the 

Supreme Court. Perhaps with enough do-overs he could finally escape justice. Unfortunately, access to the 

Portland Oregonian for this time period was unavailable as a research tool for this project. However, other 

papers were available to inform us of the next phase of this ordeal. 

Spokane Daily Chronicle Thu. May 1, 1890 

Murderer Sandy Olds. 

Portland Oregon, April 30. – The trial of Sandy Olds, under sentence to be hanged here May 16, has been 

appealed to the Supreme Court of the state and has been previously set for hearing June 18, on motion for a 

new trial. Supposition is that supreme court term being at Pendleton Monday next will be completed by that 

time. Otherwise a special order will be made and the hearing held at Pendleton. The case will be argued by 

Judge C.B Bellinger for Olds and H.E. McGinn for the state, and strong hopes are entertained of a reversal, 

the points relied upon being the insufficiency of the evidence to warrant any verdict except manslaughter, 

irregularity in impaneling the jury, improper denial of a change of venue in the face of public prejudice, and 

improper testimony allowed over objection. 

San Francisco Chronical Wed. July 2, 1890 

A New Trial Granted 

For the fourth time Sandy Olds case must go before a jury.  

Salem Oregon, July 1. – In the case of Sandy Olds, convicted last February of murder, on appeal from the 

Multnomah County Court the Supreme Court has ordered a new trial. In May, 1889, Olds shot and killed 

Emil Weber on the streets of Portland. In July, 1889, he was first tried. The trial resulted in a disagreement of 

the jury. In the following month he was tried and found guilty of murder in the first degree. The case was 

appealed to the Supreme Court, which ordered a new trial. Last January the third trial was held, resulting in 

his being convicted for the second time of murder in the first degree. A second time he has appealed to the 

Supreme Court, which has again remanded the case for a further trial. It was one of the strongest contested 

cases ever in Multnomah county. It is stated that a change of venue from Multnomah county will be asked… 

The Morning Astorian Fri. July 4, 1890 

A Sound Opinion 

San Francisco, July 3. – The Chronicle says this morning, the case of Sandy Olds at Portland, furnishes a fine 

specimen of the way justice can be juggled by clever lawyers... At each of his three trials a strong case was 

made out against him, and two juries out of three found him guilty of murder in the first degree. Now by a 

Supreme Court decision, his case must once again go before a jury. Like several of our local murderers, Olds 

will soon become a privileged character and will be asking to be released on bail. 

Spokane Falls Review Thur. Dec. 4, 1890 

The Probable Outcome 

Seattle Telegraph: Had Sandy Olds, the Portland murderer, indulged in his revolver practice over in Victoria, 

he would have been neatly hanged about two years ago. In this home of the brave he has had the advantage 

of a lovely system of appeals and new trials, and will soon go scot free in all probability. 
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Washington County Court House, Hillsboro, Oregon Ca. 1890’s 

Fourth Trial of “Sandy” Olds 

Several factors helped to change the outcome of the fourth trial of Sandy Olds. The change of venue being 

the largest. The case was no longer overseen by Multnomah County Judge Stearns. Thomas A. Stephans had 

been elected District Attorney, replacing Henry McGinn. As the prosecutor of this case at three separate 

trials, McGinn was fiercely determined to get justice in this case. Whatever his abilities may have been D.A. 

Stephans had not spent years committed to the endeavor. Undoubtedly the witnesses were not happy to be 

called again, for the fourth time, having to transport themselves to Hillsboro for yet another trial. It is not 

clear if all the witnesses were available for the trial and indeed the testimony of several key prosecution 

witnesses was read into the record and the impact of their personal testimony was lost. Of crucial importance 

was Mr. Sullivan of the Thiel Detective Agency. As you will recall his testimony was the repeated “nail” in 

Olds coffin. Olds had said that he tried to avoid Weber and that the encounter back in May of 1889 was 

accidental, but Sullivan had seen him on the street five minutes before Weber came by, showing that Olds 

was not walking by, but waiting. Mr. Sullivan had told the D.A. before the third trial that he would likely be 

away on business if the trial did not start on time. The trial was delayed and D.A. McGinn had the court 

strong arm Sullivan with the threat of a $300 bond if he failed to appear. This likely left a bad taste in his 

month, and for the fourth trial Sullivan did not appear and his previous testimony was also read into the 

record. Curiously this written testimony was read by C.B. Bellinger of the defense. It seems that you couldn’t 

have downplayed this critical piece of evidence any more without eliminating it altogether. In another piece of 

genius, the defense brought in Thomas H. Tongue. Mr. Tongue was an able lawyer, excellent speaker and was 

well know to the people of Hillsboro as an honest worker for his community. He was twice Mayor of 

Hillsboro, having finished his last term only a few years earlier and served on the City Council. A trusted 

voice telling a local jury, unfamiliar with the case, that the perpetrator was justified, was bound to sway them. 

Thomas H. Tongue was a Freemason and will be discussed in detail below. Additionally, it would be difficult 
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for the prosecution to point to the duplicity of the defense witnesses who defamed the victim, Weber, while 

paying for the defense of the perpetrator, as per the first Supreme Court ruling. As well Judge Taylor, the new 

judge in the case, it was alleged would to have to instruct the jury that the Supreme Court’s ruling decides that 

the evidence does not show murder in the first degree. It is not clear if that in fact happened, but the 

Supreme Court decisions did effect the prosecutions latitude in the case. 

 

The Salem Capital Journal laid out the details of the trial. 

The Capital Journal (Salem) Tue. March 17, 1891 

“Portland, March 17. “Sandy” Olds was taken to Hillsboro, Washington County today at 7:30 o’clock by 

sheriff Kelly, for the fourth trial for the murder of Emil Weber. 

“The people have heard from me till they are sick and tired, and I do not think anything I can do will interest 

them. I do not want any more notoriety, but I do want a fair trial, and if I get it I will be acquitted. I have 

nothing more to say except that I hope this will end it, and whatever the verdict I will be satisfied.” 

Sheriff Kelly took charge of Olds personally and conducted him to Hillsboro.  

Hillsboro, March 17 - (Special) The fourth trial of Charles Olds for murder of Emil Weber May 10, 1889 was 

begun here this morning on change of venue from Multnomah county. Three jurymen were secured at the 

morning session.” 

The Capital Journal Friday, March 20, 1891. 

The Trial of Olds 

“Hillsboro, March 20 - At the opening of the Olds trial this morning the courtroom was crowded. Charles 

Olds, as he appears in court is a man past 40 years of age, is very cool, and in fact so well does he act his part 

that while walking up on the street in company with the sheriff he was mistaken for the latter, and rather the 

sheriff was taken for Sandy. 

Court was called at 11 A.M., and after reading of the journal, the court instructed the jury that they must obey 

all orders of the court and the bailiff during the intermissions. Recess was then ordered until 1 P.M. 

The trial of the case was resumed in the afternoon, and upon motion, all witnesses were excluded from the 

room. The testimony and cross examination of John Bowles, as taken at the last trial of the case, was read and 

allowed, by consent of both sides.1  

Mrs. Emil Weber, widow of the deceased, testified that her maiden name was Fannie Keith, and she had met 

the defendant on several occasions, while in company with her husband. On the whole, her testimony 

brought out nothing new or important. 

H.F. Gullixson was next sworn. This witness recognized Olds as the man who had fired the shot. While 

Weber was lying on the street the defendant stooped over him and fired several more shots into his body. He 

then put his pistol in his pocket and walked away.  

Blanche Martin, daughter of Captain Martin, of this city, testify that she was a witness to a portion of the 

tragedy. She was quite positive that Olds fired three shots after Weber had fallen. 

Dr. Saylor testified that he made an examination of Weber after the shooting. In his opinion the shots had 

been fired from behind and three of them were fatal. Possibly two shots might have been fired from the side 

the man was dead when he was called to attend him.”  

Sandy Olds Trail 

“Hillsboro Oregon, March 20 – Sandy Olds’ case was resumed this morning several witnesses from the 

defense testified. The testimony is similar to that adduced at the previous trial. Court adjourned until 1 

o’clock…” 

 
1 (John Bowles was walking with Weber at the time of the murder) 
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The Capital Journal Saturday, March 21, 1891 

Trial of Sandy Olds 

“Hillsboro, March 21 – In the Sandy Olds case yesterday, C.B. Bellinger, counsel for the defense, read J.H. 

Sullivan’s testimony on that last trial, and also Michael Flinn’s. 

John Minto testified as to the fight between Olds and Weber at the Crystal Palace saloon a few days before 

the killing. John Favey, bartender for Weber; Tony Lynch, bartender at Crystal Palace; Joe Day, police officer; 

Edward N. Deady, attorney; Richard Perkins, then proprietor of the Holton house; and Put Smith, the money 

broker, testified as to the various threats made by Weber against Olds, Perkins testified that on the day before 

the killing Weber drew his coat aside and showing his pistol stuck down in his pants, said that he intended to 

fix Olds with it. 

Through carelessness, Olds pistol, an American bulldog, was mislaid, and an English bulldog, a somewhat 

larger and more repulsive weapon, substituted. Although yesterday sheriff Kelly testified that Olds pistol was 

of the same pattern as the latter and similar to the latter, he stated today that it was not Olds pistol. 

Frank Richardson, a paper hanger, testified that he was an eyewitness of the shooting, saw both men 

approach the corner and Olds fire three shots after Weber had fallen on his face; that Olds fired rapidly and 

appeared much excited. 

The evidence as to Webber’s character was principally confined to Olds fellow gamblers, who also testified to 

Olds good character. The case will probably be submitted today.” 

2 

The Capital Journal Monday, March 23, 1891 

Sandy Olds Case. 

“Hillsboro, March 22, – yesterday the evidence in the “Sandy” Olds case was concluded. The chief feature of 

the day was the testimony of the prisoner himself, which was given in a clear and calm manner. Counsel for 

the prosecution and defense addressed the jury in the evening, and some very powerful oratory took place. 

T.H. Tongue strained every nerve to make the prisoner appear justified in the killing. About midnight Judge 

Taylor charge the jury and submitted the case to them for decision. At 2 A.M. they returned the verdict of 

manslaughter.”  

 

 
2 This picture is representative of a 19th Century jury, it is not the actual jury from the trial in question. 
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The Capital Journal Tuesday, March 24, 1891 

Sandy Olds Sentenced 

“Hillsboro, March 24 - Charles Olds, familiarly known as “Sandy 

Olds” who was convicted of manslaughter on his fourth trial was 

today sentenced by Judge Taylor to one year in the state 

penitentiary.” 

“A gentleman who came from Hillsboro stated that the people of 

Hillsboro consider the acquittal of “Sandy” Olds a foregone 

conclusion. Businessman are satisfied that this will be the result of 

the trial, and gamblers are there shaking $20 gold pieces around to 

wager on the same proposition. The gamblers are offering to bet 

$50 to $10 that he will be acquitted. The jury is said to be 

composed of men who never read and consequently are about the 

most ignorant that could be found by scouring the whole country. No one who had read anything about the 

Olds case, either in a daily or weekly paper, heard it discussed by others was excepted. – Oregonian. But 

Sandy Olds was found guilty of manslaughter after all.” 

So, there it was, the gamblers of Oregon and Washington, had pooled their money to buy the best defense 

for Charles Olds. The lawyers had used every trick they could find, and after four trials Olds was given a 

verdict he could live with, literally. Olds had waited on the street for his nemesis, hand on the gun in his 

pocket. Upon seeing Weber, he fired before he even saw the brass weight Weber pulled from his pocket. 

Missing the first shot, he fired again as Weber turned to run. Weber, face down in the dirt, Olds walked up to 

him and unloaded his pistol into the dying victim’s back, continuing to fire after all the shells had been 

expended and then walked away. And for this he got a slap on the wrist, with a verdict of Manslaughter and 

one year in prison. To be fair Olds had spent nearly two years in the Multnomah County jail, so, between jail 

and prison he spent 2 years and 9 months incarcerated. The gamblers were so certain that they had bought 

the decision they sought that they were betting that he would get off completely; at least that didn’t happen. 

To add insult to injury, we look to the case of Thomas Coleman and several others recorded in the papers, 

which showed some rather disturbing parallels: 

The Capital Journal Friday, March 27, 1891 

Coleman Sentenced. 

Portland, Oregon, March 27. - Thomas Coleman made up his mind yesterday to spare the public the 

disagreeable task of reading of his exploits any further in the papers, and pleaded guilty to a charge of assault 

with a dangerous weapon. He was accordingly sentenced to serve two years in the state penitentiary at Salem. 

He has kept “Sandy” Olds company in the county jail for some time, and will now have an opportunity of 

entertaining him still further during the next twelve months. Olds of course, will sever his connection with 

the state institution at the close of the year, having killed a man; but Coleman will be obliged to remain a year 

longer for pointing a pistol at a policeman. 

The Dalles Daily Chronicle April 3, 1891 Friday page 2 and 3 

Human Life Cheap 

The state penitentiary closed its gates yesterday on two men, Duval and Daring from Arlington. They had 

stolen two dollars and fifty cents and for this crime they got three years each. Sandy Olds was committed a 

day of two before to the same hostelry for cold-blooded red-handed murder. He got a year. From all which it 

follows that in the eyes of Oregon judges and juries it is a thrice-greater crime to steal two and a half than to 

take a human life. 

Spokane Falls Review Tue March 24, 1891 
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The Goldendale Sentinel says, “the man who stole Colonel Pike’s uniform at Tekoa last Friday was sentenced 

to two years penal servitude. Sandy Olds notorious Portland murderer was sentenced for one year. What does 

this mean? Ye Gods? Is it possible that stealing is worse than murder?”  

Neither did the papers hold back on their contempt for the jury in this case, “chosen for their ignorance”. 

When the Eastern Oregonian newspaper responded with commentary against capital punishment, and 

favoring the outcome of the Olds case, the Dalles Daily Chronicle issued a strong rebuttal. 

Dalles Daily Chronicle March 27, 1891 

“That paper seems to think that is it is very bad to take a cold-blooded murder and hang him. The poor dear 

man should be taught “economy and ethics” as a means of reformation and when graduated turned loose 

again. The paper of course rejoices that Sandy Olds got off so cheaply, and must have a high conception of 

the ethical and economic erudition of the Hillsboro jury, whose only qualifications for the office of jurors, as 

it seems to one untrained, we suppose both in ethics and economics, was is a stolid, stupid ignorance of 

passing events...” 

Spokane Falls Review March 28, 1891 Saturday page 4 

A Chance at Last 

“Olympia Tribune: Here is a chance. Let that last Hillsboro jury, which tried “Sandy” Olds, be sent to the 

world’s fair in 1893, as a specimen of the progress made by Oregon in the last 30 years. They are all old 

timers, men who never read, and consequently are about the most ignorant that could be found by scouring 

the whole country. No one who had read anything about the Olds case, either in a daily or weekly paper, or 

heard of discussed by others, was accepted. Label them “Mossbacks from the mossback state just south of 

progressive Washington.” 

A Spokane Verdict 

“Astorian: So Sandy Olds gets “one year” in the penitentiary for a cold blooded, willful and deliberate 

assassination – just the same as no punishment at all. Well, that is the kind of a verdict that makes lynch law 

in this country. So long as red-handed murderers succeed in finding juries that will give such verdicts, and 

judges that will impose such sentences, so long will people occasionally tire of the farce and do a little 

wholesome hanging on their own account.” 

We don’t have the Oregonian’s response to the verdict available, but it can be assured it did not look 

favorably upon the decision made by the Hillsboro jury. Evidence coming from the response of the Times of 

Forest Grove. 

The Capital Journal Tuesday, March 31, 1891 

“The Times of Forest Grove emphatically resents the imputation cast upon the jury in the Olds case as 

published in the Oregonian. The jury was composed of reputable and respected citizens of Washington 

County, and in intelligence will compare favorably with any average petit jury in the state, and their verdict 

was conscientiously given on the law and evidence of the case.” 

Albany Morning Daily Harold April for 1891 Saturday page 4 

To the Editor of the Herald. 

“The Sandy Olds farce has at last culminated in sending the felon to the penitentiary for protection rather 

than for punishment after having been convicted twice of murder, and justly sentenced to pay the penalty of 

his crime. Only think of it, convicted according to the testimony by two honest unprejudiced juries where the 

crime was committed. Yet this Washington County jury finds him only guilty of manslaughter, while the 

Clatsop County judge instead of giving him at least as much as the law would allow, 15 years, awards the 

lightest possible penalty. Is he wiser, and his judicial opinion of more consideration then the judge and juries 
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of Multnomah? The Oregonian is right in its condemnation of the methods that brought about such an 

ending to so heinous a crime. If the criminal had stolen a cayuse pony or forged a six-bit check, he would not 

get off so easily, as prosecuting attorney Stephens truthfully said in commenting upon the trial and the 

sentence.”  

It wasn’t long before the gamblers of Portland and their allies in the police force were back at it, and began 

again to create the same problem for themselves. A problem that the papers mockingly figured would be 

taken care once Sandy Olds was released.  

The Dalles Times Mountaineer August 15, 1891 Saturday page 4 

“Another gamblers war has broken out in Portland and the green cloth fraternity are greatly exercised over 

the new condition of affairs. Alex Ohles, a Swedish gambler, seems to have taken the place of the once 

notorious Emil Weber, and finding himself shut out from following his vocation under the police immunity 

has started a war of retaliation on his more favored fellow sports. It will only be a short time before Sandy 

Olds will be released from his obligations to the state, and when he returns to Portland his services may be in 

demand to rid the metropolis of the meddling Ohle now disturbing the serenity of the gambling fraternity.  

 
State Penitentiary, Salem Oregon ca. 1890 

Prison 
Statesman Journal Thursday, March 26, 1891 

Olds In the Penitentiary 

“Sandy” Olds, the Portland gambler who killed Emil Weber and was tried four times for murder, arrived on 

the 11 o’clock train yesterday to commence his sentence of one short year in Oregon State penitentiary here. 

A reporter of the Statesman visited him there yesterday afternoon. He was in a cell in the lower left-hand side 

of the south wing. He had not yet been provided with his prison clothes, but was “tricked out” in a zebra 

striped suit later in the afternoon. “Sandy” is not as fine a looking man as the reporter expected to see. His 

forehead is rather low, and he looks somewhat dissipated. He is redheaded and has a red mustache. He is a 

medium height and somewhat stout build. 

He was quite talkative. He said he had not particularly minded the two years of confinement in the 

Multnomah county jail – but the suspense was something awful... 

He says the long siege of the courts cost him and all his friends all the money they had. 
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He don’t want any more of it. “It’s an easy thing to get into, but not so easy out,” said he; “it’s around about 

way out.” But the gambler says he is now on the downhill side - and it isn’t far to the foot of the hill. With 

good behavior he will get credits amounting to nearly a month of time. He will be out early in 1892. 

He was reminded that a part of his punishment would be a denial of the privilege to read the Oregonian. He 

answered that that would be the easiest part. 

What He Will Do. 

He was reminded that there are more men there now then work for them to do. “I might pile up what the 

others do, then,” remarked the prisoner. On further reflection he said some light work would be a relief – 

would keep his mind from his confinement and troubles – however he was not particularly “stuck” on 

work…Superintendent Downing told the reporter that “Sandy” must work…His work will have to be light at 

first, for he is very soft after two years confinement. 

…He says the reason Judge Taylor sentenced him for only one year – the minimum – was that he considered 

him justifiable on the evidence. He says the jury would have acquitted him but for former convictions – they 

were afraid of public sentiment and the newspapers. He says the arguments in his behalf by Hon. Thomas 

Tongue were masterly, and every point that able lawyer made drove a nail home. But he added that his 

opinion was probably somewhat prejudiced. 

Oregon Statesman Journal (Salem) Sat. Sept. 26, 1891 

Peeling Potatoes. 

“Of the 364 persons receiving punishment in the Oregon State penitentiary there is perhaps no happier man 

than Sandy Olds, the Portland gambler who killed Emil Weber and three times awaited the execution of his 

death sentence and finally escaped all punishment except twelve months servitude in the penitentiary. Sandy 

came to the prison last March and will leave again in February next as he will gain credit marks, which will 

shorten his time more than a month. His conduct in prison is exemplary, officers being gratify that he has not 

yet knowingly violated even the most unimportant rule of the institution. Olds is employed in the kitchen, 

where he wiles away the greater part of his time in peeling potatoes and such other domestic work as falls to 

his lot.” 

Oregon Statesman Journal (Salem) Sat. Feb. 27, 1892 

A Freeman Once More 

Sandy Olds Leaves the State Penitentiary Today, Having Completed His Sentence. 

“Today “Sandy Olds” walks out of the Oregon State penitentiary a free man, having completed the servitude 

of the one year’s short term for which he was sentenced – for the crime of manslaughter, the particulars of 

which crime and the prisoners many trials are fresh in the minds of the people… 

“Sandy” Olds, behind the prison bars, was the best satisfied man in Oregon, and “Sandy” Olds today 

breathing the air of freedom once more is probably the happiest man in America. 

From the day Justice Thayer granted him a new trial, after sentence had been pronounced, “Sandy” said he 

was a democrat, although previously having been a republican…The short eleven months of his prison life 

has dealt kindly with him and he looks stouter and healthier today than he did when he first donned the 

prison raiment.” 

 

We can not speak to the motivation that led Thomas Tongue to become involved with this case, but he was 

found to be a great man and Mason. His inclusion allows the opportunity to tell his story and provide some 

Masonic philosophy to this otherwise historical and biographical work.  
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Thomas H. Tongue 1844-1903 

“Thomas H. Tongue, who had attained state prominence long before he became a national figure was born in 

(Lincolnshire,) England on June 23, 1844. His parents were Anthony and Rebecca Lawson Tongue, and he 

was their only child. He was educated in England until his 15 year, when his parents immigrated directly to 

Washington County, Oregon, where they located on a farm several miles north of Hillsboro.”3 Here they 

were living in 1903 when Thomas died. They remained there the rest of their lives; Anthony died in 1904 and 

Rebecca passed away on April 21, 1911.4 “Young Tongue had had fairly good advantages in the English 

schools, and as soon as he arrived in Hillsboro, he worked incessantly to give himself a finished education. 

Attending district school on the North Tualatin Plains for a few years, he finally concluded to take a collegiate 

course. He began school at Pacific University, under great difficulties. The family had just started to engage in 

farming, and the necessary means to procure an education were not in the family exchequer. Mr. Tongue, 

however, did not let that deter him, and he absolutely worked his way through college, graduating with high 

honors in 1868. Upon leaving the university he commenced the study of law under Hon. W.D. Hare5 and so 

apt a scholar was he that he was admitted to the bar in 1870. Mr. Tongue soon became the leading attorney in 

Washington County, by close application to business, aided by his natural ability. He early espoused the 

principles of the Republican party by which party he was several times honored by nomination to prominent 

official positions, serving locally as a member of the council of Hillsboro, also as a mayor of that city, and as a 

member of the state board for six consecutive years.” He was the 7th Mayor of Hillsboro serving Dec. 13, 

1882 – Dec. 10, 1883 and again from Dec. 13, 1886 – Dec. 9, 1887. “In 1883 he was elected to the state 

Senate and served on the judicial and other important committee. It was during this session that the all 

absorbing question came as to whether a bill should be passed exempting Portland municipal bonds (the 

 
3 The Capital Journal Tuesday, January 13, 1903 Salem 
4 Spokane-Review (Spokane, Washington Tues. April 25, 1911. 
5 William Davenport Hare born Sept. 1, 1834 at Wheeling (West) Virginia and died Feb. 6, 1910. He came to Oregon 
in 1853, and was a Lawyer. He was clerk of Washington County 1856-1862, served in the state legislature in the house in 
1870, and in the senate from 1884-1888. From 1872 to 1880 he was collector of customs at Astoria. He was Initiated an 
EA on May 2, 1863 and Passed FC and Raised MM by special dispensation of the Grand Master May 20, 1863. He was 
elected Master of Tuality Lodge No. 6 in 1870 and MW Grand Master of Oregon in 1871. 
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water bonds) from taxation. In opposition to this measure Mr. Tongue distinguished himself. His 

constituents were well satisfied with his service, and they reelected him, and he served as chairman of the 

judicial committee during the second session of the term, rendering the state efficient service in that capacity. 

He was chairman of the Republican state convention held at Portland in 1890, and was a delegate to the 

national convention of the party at Minneapolis in 1892, which nominated Harrison for president against 

Cleveland. In this convention Mr. Tongue served as vice president for Oregon. He served several years as 

member of the Republican state central committee, as chairman of the Central committee of the first 

congressional district, and was president of the Young men’s Republican club. 

In 1890 Mr. Tongue acted as chairman of the Republican state convention, which nominated Supreme Judge 

W.P. Lord for governor. In 1885 he was a candidate for United States senator against Senator Dolph, and the 

night he, Fulton, Lord, Lowell and others were voted on he received 33 votes or 13 less than the required 

number. In 1896 Mr. Tongue was elected to the 55th Congress, defeating Binger Hermann for the 

nomination. The election was very close, Tongue receiving a majority of only 63 over W.S. Vanderburgh, a 

populist of Coos County. 

During the six years that he sat in congress; Mr. Tongue did great work for Oregon. He never lost an 

opportunity to secure appropriations for the rivers and harbors, and for other purposes. When the House 

committee on rivers and harbors was out here a year ago (1902), Mr. Tongue accompanied the members on 

their trips up and down the Columbia, and gave them the necessary information about the needed 

improvements. During the inspection of the upper Willamette, the committee was entertained by Mr. Tongue 

at his home in Hillsboro.”6 

“In the 1898 campaign he defeated three opponents led by Fusion Party candidate Robert M. Veatch, 

winning by 2,037 votes over Veatch. Tongue won by 3,100 votes in 1900 and by 7,318 votes in the 1902 

campaign. In Congress, Tongue was chairman of the Committee on Irrigation of Arid Lands during both the 

56th and 57th Congresses. He served alongside William R. Ellis and Malcolm Adelbert Moody as Oregon's 

House delegates. While in Congress, Tongue advocated for the creation of a national park for Crater Lake in 

Southern Oregon. He introduced bills to create the park in 1898, 1899, and finally in 1901 when the bill was 

passed by Congress. In May 1902, Crater Lake National Park became the United States' fifth national park 

when President Theodore Roosevelt signed the bill into law.”7 

Tongue's death in 1903 was unexpected, and was reported as heart failure. After Tongue's death, Binger 

Hermann, who Tongue succeeded in Congress, was elected to complete Tongue's term. Thomas Brackett 

Reed, Speaker of the House during Tongue's first two terms, considered Tongue "one of the seven ablest 

men in the House." 

 

The Oregon Daily Journal Monday, January 12, 1903 

Stomach Trouble  

“All during yesterday morning Congressman Tongue felt as well as usual. During the forenoon he received a 

call from friends and conversed cheerfully and with evident pleasure. Just as they were taking their departure 

he complained of slight pains in his stomach, and his daughter brought him some simple household remedy 

that had always proved effective in the past. He drank the medicine and said he would be “all right in a little 

while.” 

 
6 The Capital Journal Tuesday, January 13, 1903 Salem 
7 Wikipedia Thomas H. Tongue. 
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After discussing his morning mail, Mr. Tongue sat down on a sofa in his suite at the hotel Irvington. His 

daughter left the room for a moment, and when she returned found her father struggling and breathing 

heavily. She was only slightly alarmed. Going to the telephone she called for a physician, but before help 

could reach him Congressman Tongue died…”8 

“A few minutes before he passed away he collapsed into unconsciousness, and he died without a word, 

without any suffering. His son, Thomas H., Jr., did not reside with his father, but was notified of his 

approaching end, and hasten to his father’s bedside, but did not reach there until after he had passed away. 

The physicians who were summoned, and the family physician Dr. Bovee as well as the corner, agree that 

death was due to acute indigestion, which superinduced paralysis of the heart. Mr. Tongue had been in 

unusual health, except for occasional attacks of dyspepsia, to which he had been subject of late years, has not 

complained of feeling badly this winter. He considered that he was in better health than he had been for two 

years past, in fact. 

No other members of the family save the daughter and son are in Washington, Mrs. Tongue being at her 

Hillsboro home, and the daughter elsewhere in Oregon. Miss Bertha said that her greatest consolation was 

that her father had passed away as he wished. Some months ago, in speaking of his possible demise, Mr. 

Tongue had told her that when he died, he wished to go suddenly, unconsciously and peacefully. Throughout 

the afternoon, as the sad news spread over Washington, friends have been thronging to the Irvington. 

Senator Mitchell, who lives just across the street, was the first to arrive and representative Moody followed 

closely after. Senator Simon, Commissioner Herman and countless friends called later to offer their 

consolation to the bereaved son and daughter. 

Will be Buried at Hillsboro 

It has been concluded that there will be no funeral service held in Washington. The Tongue family and the 

congressional party will leave with the remains in a special sleeping car over the Pennsylvania railroad this 

evening at 7:45 going from Chicago to Omaha by the Chicago and Northwestern and then by the Union 

Pacific, O. R. & N. and southern Pacific, to Hillsboro. If connections are made the funeral train will reach its 

destination next Saturday night, giving opportunity for the funeral services at the Tongue home on Sunday. 

 

 
8 The Oregon Daily Journal Monday, January 12, 1903 
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News at Salem 

The announcement of the death at Washington of congressman Tongue, on Saturday afternoon came as a 

shock, on the eve of the convening of the state legislature. The real worth to the state of the deceased 

statesman is recognized by all, and his sudden death is the cause for general morning among the people of the 

entire state. It will be necessary for the governor to call a special election to fill the vacancy, since the office is 

not an appoint of one. In this connection, friends of governor Geer claim that the death of congressman 

Tongue at this time places a different aspect to the senatorial fight that is being waged. In the event of the 

governor’s candidacy for the national senate, it is claimed that his election to succeed the late congressman is 

a strong possibility.  

Out of Respect for Tongue 

At 12:15 the house adjourned as mark of respect to the memory of representative tongue, of Oregon who 

died yesterday.”9 

“Washington, DC, January 13. The earth remains of the late representative Tongue of Oregon were removed 

from this city last evening, on the journey toward the family home at Hillsboro. If the train can make 

expected connections at Chicago and Omaha, and no other delays ensue, the funeral party will arrive in 

Portland next Saturday morning at 8 o’clock. In this event, the funeral will be held at Hillsboro on Sunday, 

the arrangements for which has been left entirely to Mrs. Tongue and the family. 

In a special car accompanying the remains are Miss Bertha and Thomas H. Tongue, Jr., the daughter and the 

son of deceased; Miss Ruane, his secretary, and Miss Marcia Pascal, of this city, an intimate friend of Miss 

Tongue; also the congressional escort, consisting of representatives Moody, of Oregon; Bishop, of Michigan; 

Davidson, of Wisconsin; Ramsdell, of Louisiana, and Bellamy, North Carolina. 

It was impossible for Senator Mitchell to leave on account of two important cases in the Supreme Court and 

the Oregon legislation pending, and Senator Simon says he but recently arrived from Oregon, and does not 

care to return so soon. 

Yesterday the body of the late congressman was placed in an imposing square casket covered with black 

broadcloth, and lined with cream satin. Either side was embellished with suspended bar handles of silver and 

the on the lid a silver plate bore the inscription of his name, with the dates of his birth and death. 

The Irvington was thronged during the day with friends of Mr. Tongue and his family, who called to view the 

body, and express their sympathy to his children, who have born the strain with great fortitude. Among the 

many floral presentations was an especially handsome wreath from the members of the house, and another 

from Senator Mitchell. 

Many of his colleagues wish to accompany the body to Oregon but on account of pressing business, are 

unable to do so.  

 

 
9 The Capital Journal Mon. Jan. 12, 1903 
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House Adjourned. 

The efforts of Representatives Moody and 

Burton succeeded in securing an adjournment of 

the House, although much urgent business was 

pressing. Mr. Moody said such a tribute would 

be appreciated by the people of Oregon, and 

failure to adjourn would be considered a mark of 

disrespect. It was not until the speaker was 

about to call the House to order that he would 

agree to allow Mr. Moody to offer his resolution 

for adjournment. The resolution was as 

appended: 

Resolves, that the House has heard with 

profound sorrow of the sudden death in this city 

of honorable Thomas H. Tongue, a 

representative in this House from the First 

district in Oregon; 

Resolved, That the House do now adjourn out 

of respect to the memory of the deceased 

member; 

Resolves, That the clerk of the House 

communicate a copy of these resolutions to the 

Senate. 

It was adopted unanimously and the speaker 

named a committee to take charge of the funeral exercises. It consisted of Messrs. Moody, of Oregon; 

Burton, Ohio; Bishop, of Michigan; Payne, of New York; Davidson, Wisconsin; McGlocklin, of California; 

Russell, of Connecticut; Bellamy, of North Carolina; Needham, of California; Southerland, of Utah, and Bates 

of Pennsylvania. 

The House committee on rivers and harbors and on irrigation, of which Mr. Tongue was a member, also 

adopted resolutions of sympathy, and Mr. Tongues desk was draped with black crêpe, with a cluster of 

delicate flowers on top. 

Senate Adjournment. 

On motion of Senator Mitchell, at the close of the regular session yesterday, the Senate adjourned after 

adopting the following resolution: 

Resolves, That the Senate has heard with deep sensibility the announcement of the death of Hon. Thomas H. 

Tongue, late a representative from the First district of the state of Oregon. 

Resolve, that a committee of five senators be appointed by the president pro tempore to join a committee 

appointed on the part of the House of Representatives to take orders for superintending the funeral of the 

deceased. 

Resolved that the Senate communicate these resolutions to the House of Representatives. 
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Resolved, as a further mark of respect to the memory of the deceased, that the Senate now adjourned. 

President pro tem. Fry delegated Senators Mitchell, of Oregon; Dolliver, of Iowa; Perkins of California; 

Turner, of Washington, and Dubois of Idaho, to represent the Senate at the funeral.”10 

Death of Tongue Affects Politics 

In addition to the great grief it caused in all circles, announcement of the death of Congressman Tongue was 

as a bomb thrown into the camp of the Oregon politicians. Nearly all the legislators had left the city for 

Salem before news of the untimely demise reached Portland. But the aroma of hot political discourse still 

clung sufficiently strong in the atmosphere to render discussion of the probable effect of the state’s sudden 

bereavement a leading topic. 

“How will his successor be appointed?” was the first question, and when it became known that this selection 

must be left to the people at a special election there was much conjecture as to possibilities and probability. 

Echoes of the discussion at Salem, the state capital, also drifted into this city and had the effect of intensifying 

the mystery and deepening the entanglement.  

Who will succeed? 

“Governor Geer will be the next congressman!” One man would say, while another would come forward 

with the prophetic declaration that this was Binger Hermann’s chance, and he would not overlook it. 

It was not thought probable by leading politicians that the special election to fill the vacancy thus caused 

would be called before March 4, the date of the expiration of Mr. Tongue’s first term. As deceased had been 

elected to succeed himself, it will then be necessary to provide a successor. In the meantime, Oregon will be 

with but a single representative in the lower house of the American Congress. 

Hints of Allegiance 

There were appointed hints that Fulton and Geer might now get together on a basis of an interchange of 

votes, the former to be Senator and the latter to step in to the now vacant Congressional position. But there 

are others who declare that governor Geer has morally been elected to the United States Senate and that he 

will never drop out of the race. 

Another matter that came up for discussion was whether the Congressional committees would have authority 

to announce nominations for the special election. There is conflicting opinion regarding this, but the 

preponderance of floating testimony is against the committees having jurisdiction in this regard. It is held by 

the majority that special primaries will be necessary also, and a special convention of both political parties. 

Tongue was an Able Legislator 

Only words of praise are heard on every side for the dead Congressman. Twice had Oregon honored him 

with her confidence, and through the greater part of his two terms he had proven himself worthy. Strongly 

talked for senator, Mr. Tongue had never announced himself candidate openly. He was, however, now to 

have many friends who would have given him their unqualified support had he chosen to become in reality 

and openly seeker after the honor. He was a staunch Republican, yet had many Democratic followers.  

None was there in all Oregon, so far as could be learned, who had fault to find with Mr. Tongue as an officer 

and as a man. Many differed with him in matters political, but all unite in agreeing that his duty, as he saw it, 

has always been carried out to the best of his splendid ability to perform. 

The funeral of Mr. Tongue, when it takes place in Hillsboro, promises to be one of the most notable events 

of like character in the history of Oregon. Many prominent Portland residents have signified their intention 
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of being in attendance, and it is rumored here today that the state legislature will charter a train and be present 

in a body. 

Resolutions of respect 

Journal Special Service. 

Washington, January 12. At a special meeting of the river and harbor committee, called for that purpose, the 

following resolutions were this morning adopted: 

“We desire to bear testimony to Congressman Tongue’s splendid ability, great earnestness and indefatigable 

industry. As a member of this committee he was untiring in his efforts, and exhibited a profound 

comprehension of the commercial necessities of our country. His genial companionship endeared him to all 

of us, and in his sudden death we feel a great personal loss, and that the state of Oregon and the country at 

large have lost a valuable, honest and capable representative.”11 

Family 

On December 25, 1869, he married Emily Margaret Eagleton, daughter of George Eagleton. “Tongue and his 

wife, the former Emily M. Eagleton, had eight children: Edmund Burke Tongue, Edwin Tongue, Mary G. 

Lombard, Thomas H. Tongue, Jr., Elizabeth Fey, Florence Munger, Bertha Rebecca Tongue, and Edith. 

Edith married Alfred E. Reames, who would serve in the United States Senate. Thomas Tongue, Jr. and 

Edmund both became lawyers, with the older Edmund forming a legal partnership with his father in 1897. 

Congressman Tongue was buried in Hillsboro, Oregon, at the family's private plot next to the Masonic 

Cemetery (now Pioneer Cemetery). Tongue was the grandfather of Thomas H. Tongue III (1912 – 1994), 

who served as an associate justice of the Oregon Supreme Court.”12 

 

 

 

 
11 The Oregon Daily Journal Monday, January 12, 1903 
12 Wikipedia Thomas H. Tongue 
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Masonic History 

Thomas H. Tongue was Initiated an Entered Apprentice and Passed 

to Fellowcraft in Tuality Lodge No. 6 in Hillsboro in 1871. In 1872 

he was Raised a Master Mason in that Lodge. In 1873 he carried the 

proxies for all three principal officers to the Grand Lodge session at 

the new Masonic Temple in Portland, and in 1874 he was elected 

Secretary of the Lodge. In 1876 Thomas Tongue was appointed 

Senior Deacon, and after that was elected Junior Warden in 1877. He 

served as Senior Warden in 1878 and was elected Master of Tuality 

Lodge No. 6 in 1879. That year he was also appointed to serve Grand 

Lodge as the Grand Standard Bearer for the 1879-1880 Masonic year. 

As the G.S.B. he carried the J.W.’s proxy to the Grand Lodge 

Communication in 1880. In 1886 T.H. Tongue was again elected 

Senior Warden. 1887 was a busy year for Brother Thomas, he was 

elected Master of Tuality Lodge for the second time and was also 

serving his second term as Mayor of Hillsboro. He also served on the 

Grand Lodge’s Committee on Finance and Accounts. That year he was also appointed the Grand Orator for 

1887-88 for the term of Grand Master Andrew Nasburg. 

 

GRAND ORATOR'S ADDRESS. 

Grand Orator Thomas H Tongue then delivered the following. oration: 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Wardens and Brethren:  

“In accepting the part assigned to me in the labor of the present occasion, it is with sincere regret that I have 

been able to bring so little of time and preparation to the discharge of the duty now before me. The 

importance of the day and the occasion might indeed call forth the best efforts of your mightiest workmen to 

serve you well. I can conceive of no higher labor, no higher reward than with heart and voice in unison with 

the tens of thousands of the votaries of Masonry daily assembled within her temple and around her altars, to 

utter some word that should warm the heart to nobler endeavor and broader charity, and be echoed back 

through the coming year in the purer lives and grander manhood of its hearers. 

The circumstances under which we meet are strikingly suggestive. But a few days ago our young and beautiful 

State was the scene of an intense and earnest conflict. In every city, upon every plain within the valley and 

upon the mountain side was strife and contention and conflict of opinion. Yet a part of every contending 

element, the banners of our political faiths without the door of the temple, we meet in peace, we strike hands 

as brethren, with hands and hearts and brains that work and throb in unison under one banner. We form part 

of that grand army whose stalwart and devoted sons throughout the civilized world bear constant part in the 

conflict of right against wrong, liberty against oppression, charity against persecution, light against darkness. 

At this epoch, marking a period in our work—the end of one, the beginning of another year—let us glance at 

our companions. Let us examine the composition of this mighty army whose standards catch every breeze, 

and whose temples are in every land upon the civilized earth. It is taken from no one sect, or station, or 

people, or tongue. We find kingly hands laying aside kingly crowns and ensigns of royalty to clasp in brotherly 

love the hands of loyal subjects. The sons of wealth stand as brethren side by side with those whose 

sufferings their charity has relieved. Ruler and subject, rich and poor, statesman and warrior, scholar and 

laborer, men from every honest class and of every honorable employment, stand to-day, as they have stood 
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for ages, foot to foot, shoulder to shoulder as brethren within the same temples, around common altars, and 

renew their vows of mutual fidelity and unshaken devotion to one of the grandest causes the world has ever 

seen. We have noble company in the work before us. The heart and brain of civilization to-day throb and 

pulse around the altars of Masonry. 

For what purpose? In what cause? What is this mystic tie that to-day, as for ages past, proves stronger than 

wealth or fashion, than the hatred of sect, the zeal of the fanatic—stronger than the iron arm of despotism, 

and binds the millions of every age and nation in bonds of brotherly love? To what mysterious being are 

erected so many altars in every clime? What is this cause for which so many vows have been made in every 

civilized language of the earth? Vows repeated for near six thousand years, renewed to-day around so many 

altars? What are those principles, for the triumph of which, have contended with equal zeal, ancient and 

modern, Jew and Gentile, monarchist and republican, the prophets of Israel, the princes of Europe and the 

fathers of our own republic? These questions press themselves upon us. Let us give them a moment's 

attention. It might be a pleasant task to trace the history of Masonry and the record of her growth. But in this 

practical, working, living age it is more important to know what Masonry is than what it has been; what it is 

doing and proposes to do for the needs of humanity, than what it has done; to understand and appreciate the 

beauties of the superstructure she has erected than to know who laid the foundations of her temples. 

Masonry is not, professes not, to be a religious teacher. She requires, however, that the applicant for 

admission to her temples shall possess the essential elements of all religion, an avowed belief in the existence 

of a supreme personal being, and a state of future rewards and punishment. She strictly enjoins upon him 

during his whole masonic life that he speak reverently of the Father of all. For further religious light she 

points him to the Holy Bible, " God's best gift to man," the teachings and the laws and the God of Masonry. 

Masonry is not a political teacher, yet enjoins the first principles of all good government—loyalty to rulers, 

obedience to laws. Recognizing the existence of sect and party in religion and government, she endeavors to 

throw over all the mantle of charity, enforce forbearance and toleration and constrain them to live in 

harmony as brethren. 

Masonry is, and professes to be a teacher of every moral and social virtue. She deals with man as a moral and 

social being; watches over his conduct as a father, or husband, or son, as master and workman, as mechanic 

and trader in every relation of life, in which he comes in contact with his fellow man; and regulates all by the 

square of virtue. She enjoins the cultivation and practice of every virtue calculated to expand the heart or 

ennoble the life. She endeavors, as far as human institutions can, to cultivate and develop a perfect, upright 

manhood; to erect a temple of purity in every heart; an enemy to vice and oppression and injustice in every 

form, wherever found; for truth and right, an ever ready and sturdy champion. 

Idleness, profanity, intemperance, atheism, dishonesty, every act contrary to the law or sound morality, is as 

antagonistic to true Masonry as darkness to light. 

Industry in business, the better to enable us to support and educate those dependent upon us, and to 

contribute to the relief of the distressed. Fidelity to marriage vows. Integrity in all our dealings with mankind. 

Temperance in the indulgence of every appetite, prudence, fortitude, secrecy, brotherly love, relief and truth, 

justice and charity to all. To walk upright before God and man. Improvement in art and science and 

literature. Diligence in acquiring useful knowledge. In short, the full and harmonious development of every 

moral, social and intellectual faculty that God has given us. These are the virtues that every Mason is enjoined 

to teach and practice and exemplify in his life and conduct, by word and example. 
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Perhaps it may be objected that secrecy is scarcely entitled to be called a virtue. That it is almost a vice. I am 

aware that in this the teaching of Masonry is peculiar to herself, and has been the subject of much criticism. 

Unlike other secret societies, Masonry does not merely tolerate secrecy as a means. She teaches and enjoins its 

practice as a virtue and a duty. Well would it be for the peace of many households, and of many communities, 

if' the teachings of Masonry were more generally practiced. Secrecy is a virtue we cannot learn to practice too 

soon. He who knows not how to maintain secrecy, knows not one half of life. Socially or financially, in 

friendship or in business, in the lodge room, in the council chamber, or around the family hearthstone, 

failures and blunders, strife and discord mark his pathway through life. Parading before the world the family 

and business secrets of himself and neighbors and associates, he is like a fire brand in society, consuming and 

being consumed. Masonry teaches him to keep a bridle upon his tongue, to maintain silence, when to speak 

would bring strife and discord where peace and fellowship before prevailed. 

Perhaps it may be asked, how Masonry works to attain these ends? By what means she labors to achieve such 

grand results? By line upon line and precept upon precept, by constant admonition. By continually painting 

the graces and beauties of virtue and the deformity of vice. By keeping the mind unceasingly occupied with 

the contemplation of purity and detestation of iniquity; by at all times exhibiting to our view the rewards of a 

well spent life. Her ritualism and her symbolism are constant and powerful arguments for all that is pure and 

good and great in humanity. These are to be learned, not merely to be fluently repeated, but that their 

teaching may be understood and practiced. They are full of significant meaning. They are channels through 

which are conveyed to human hearts the most important truths and practical lessons of life. He who learns in 

them only what should be left in the lodge-room; who learns nothing to take with him to his home, into his 

business, to the house of his friend, to the daily duties and occupations of life; who has not become a better 

husband, a better father, a better man in every sphere of life, more temperate, more industrious, more honest 

for being a Mason; has not learned the first principles of his profession. To him her work and her teachings 

alike have been in vain. To all such, if any there be, open wide the portals of Masonry and hasten their 

departure from her temples. Let your work be well done or undone. Masonry requires of her votaries then, 

that they learn her language, listen constantly to her teachings, attend upon her temples, and above all and 

over all, a constant and daily practice of the virtues she inculcates. She knows no magic word, the utterance of 

which awakens to new life. She does not profess to transform men into angels of light by the ceremonies of 

initiation. "Search the Scriptures daily," is the command of Holy Writ. No man ever became good or wise by 

listening to the words of wisdom and goodness once in a life time. No one ever attained an upright character 

by the performance of one good act. The grandest achievements of nature and of art have been of slow 

development. They have been the product of continual, persistent and repeated effort. The young sapling 

growing in a secluded spot, sheltered from the storm, fanned only by gentle breezes, watered by rippling 

brooks, surrounded by fragrant flowers and sweet music of merry songsters, does not become the pride of 

the forest. High on the mountain's brow, fanned by the lightning's fiery breath, lashed by the storm king's 

fury, the monarch of the mountain gains new strength with each fierce conflict, strikes its roots deeper in the 

earth, bares its crest to the storm, spreads its branches to the heavens and defies the elements. So it is by 

constant and prolonged work, by repeated instructions, through resistance to temptation, and the daily 

practice of virtue that Masonry expects to build up that noblest of all structures, the character of true 

manhood. 

Again, Masonry seeks to protect and preserve the integrity of her sons by never-ceasing watchfulness and 

care. Whenever a Mason leaves the sacred precincts of his home and goes out into a world of snares and 

temptation upon every foot of the way, he is surrounded by those who are ready to warn him of every 

threatened peril, to defend his character from the aspersions of slanderers and, if need be, risk their lives in 
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his defense; and who when his feet stray from virtue's domain, will point out his error, impress his duty, and 

by the strong arm of brotherhood, draw him back to virtue and rectitude. Like a vast legion of guardian 

angels, Masons hover around the paths and resting places of their wandering brethren. The man who breaks 

over all these barriers and safe-guards, must be almost fiendish in his malignant sinning.  

I do not claim, no one claims, that we as Masons all attain the standard Masonry has erected for us. 

Temptation is strong. Passions are urgent. The spirit is willing. The flesh is weak. We as Masons are not alone 

in doing those things we would not do, and leaving undone those things we should do. Perfection is confined 

to few. In struggling towards the goal, our efforts may be weak, our steps feeble, our progress slow. Death 

may arrest our onward march before our journey is half done, before our foes are half vanquished. But our 

banners wave in a noble cause and bear brave words. The standard above and before us is a grand one. Every 

effort to reach it, every progress towards it, is a step in the right direction, deserving charity and 

encouragement. It brings us nearer and nearer to virtue, further and further from vice. 

It is occasionally urged that unworthy persons are sometimes clothed with garments of Masonry. Perhaps this 

is too often true. If, however, this charge was made only by those who are themselves clean within as without, 

who are true to their own professions, it would be heard less often. If true, Masonry is not the first institution 

into which have intruded " bold bad men." Men  

Who stole the livery of the Court of Heaven, 

To serve the devil in; in virtue's guise Devoured the widow's house and orphan's bread; 

In holy phrase transacted villainies 

That common sinners durst not meddle with." 

Physicians heal not all the sick. The church has had its heretics, governments their traitors, the apostles of our 

Lord their Judas. Banish from the earth every institution which bad men sometimes pervert to bad purposes 

and you will make clean work. Not one will remain. 

Against every other organization, religious or secular, engaged in the great work of relieving the suffering and 

elevating the morals of mankind, Masonry entertains no envy or jealousy. She extends to them fraternal 

greetings, and recognizes them as coworkers in a common cause. She sees in them no rival, envies them no 

success. Would to God that some professed Christians would learn from Masonry those lessons of charity 

which with eyes they see not, with ears they hear not, perceiving, they will not understand and will not learn 

at the feet of a charity-loving Redeemer. The interests of these institutions are not, they must not, be 

antagonistic while there is human suffering to relieve, human ignorance to enlighten, and human depravity to 

reform. There is room for all, and work for all. Working each in its own way, and with its own material, they 

are laboring in a common cause, for a common object, to relieve, enlighten, purify and elevate mankind. They 

have done well. They have accomplished much. But above all and over all, there are yet grander social, 

intellectual and moral heights, to which by their united efforts, mankind may be elevated. 

The influence of Masonry and her kindred societies, in controlling and regulating the actions and conduct of 

men, may be compared to one of the forces of the universe. Astronomers tell us that the movements of the 

solar and planetary system are regulated by two forces. One urges each planet onward into space, another 

draws it toward its appointed center. By the exact proportion and harmony of these two forces, balancing and 

controlling each other, moon moves with perfect regularity around its planet, planet around its sun, sun and 

solar system around its central power, filling entire space with music and harmony, now, as when "the 

morning stars first sang together." Could the attraction of a planet for its central sun be destroyed, and it be 

impelled uncontrolled into space, no imagination can picture the desolation that would follow its track. So 

with the man who has surrendered himself to the guidance of passion. He moves but to destroy and desolate. 
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His pathway through life is covered with the wrecks of human lives and human souls, and no man can 

measure his destroying power. It is the province of Masonry and her coworkers to keep him within his 

appointed orbit and around his central sun of purity and right. 

Brethren, we are at the close of another masonic year. What have we done to advance this noble work? Have 

we lived our pledges? Have we worked to the square of virtue? Will our work bear the scrutiny of the 

Master's all-seeing eye?" Have the lessons to which we have so often listened borne fruit in good works? As 

we lay down the square and the level and the plumb, if we have builded in our own hearts and households the 

temples she has directed us to build, practiced the virtues she has enjoined upon us, it is the most eloquent 

defence of Masonry that could be given or desired. 

If, on the contrary, we have disregarded her admonitions and falsified her teaching; if we have not reflected 

her teachings in purer lives and more extended charity; if we have poisoned for her the shafts of malice and 

drawn upon her the finger of scorn, no words of mine can heal the wounds our hands have made. With the 

close of the present we enter upon the labors of another masonic year. As lodges and as individuals, let us 

enter upon them manfully, gird up our loins and acquit us like men. As another anniversary rolls round let 

there be no stain upon our escutcheon. Let us make progress toward the goal to which Masonry points us. 

Let not the most malignant scoffer be able to point to one act of ours contrary to the tenets of our high 

profession. Let drunkenness and profanity and vice in all its forms be banished from among us. Let us 

discard and eliminate all base material, and throw aside every weight that oppresses us. With malice toward 

none and charity for all, let us gather the rubbish from the temple and lay its foundations deep and firm as 

granite. Place or set in the walls no shapeless stone. Above all, brethren, let me urge you to live together in 

harmony; to practice towards each other that greatest of all masonic virtues, charity. Let no religious, political 

or business differences sever the ties that bind you together as brethren. Harmony is essential to every well-

regulated institution, especially of ours. Our every hope for success is in united effort, united power. ''In 

union there is strength," is true of Masonry. Let there be among you no contention except "who can best 

work and best agree." 

One word more and I am done. During the past year we have not escaped the burden of affliction. The angel 

of death has not passed us by. He has entered the portals of the temple. We have heard the beating of his 

wings, and beheld him bear away one whom tenderly we loved. One who had inscribed his name high on the 

role of workmen; whose step and face and voice had become familiar; from whom we had long received 

assistance in labor, and wisdom in council has been called to labor in a temple not made with hands, to 

receive light from the source of all light. I do not wish to call afresh the great grief that little dark cloud so 

lately overshadowed us. I could not pronounce his eulogy. His life-work in Masonry, standing out so brightly, 

would mock with its simple majesty any words that I could utter. But from the fountain of our sorrow and 

the valley of death let us learn our lesson of life for the living. An observer has said that domestic difficulties, 

arise, not so much from want of affection as from want of care in showing it. This is too often true of 

masonic brethren. The heart can be known only by the outward conduct. When the heart feels, let voice and 

act proclaim it. We feel charity and affection and forgiveness for our brethren. Too often we reserve the 

utterance for their dying ears and lifeless clay. Around their beds of sickness, over their cold remains, above 

the earth that covers them, with stricken hearts and downcast heads, we utter words of love and affection and 

forgiveness their living ears had never heard. We know not how soon this may again be witnessed. Oh, why 

wait till then to speak words living hearts are breaking to hear to-day? Masonry is for the living, not for the 

dead. If you have words of love or affection, of sympathy or forgiveness, do not keep them for ears that 

cannot hear, for hearts that cannot feel, that do not need them. Speak them now. Let them speed upon their 

mission of mercy while the ear can hear and the heart feel. They may smooth rugged paths to tired and 
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bleeding feet. They may bind up the wounds of broken and bleeding hearts. They may give new life and 

courage to weary, grief-stricken souls, sinking under the burdens and oppressions of life. Speak them to-day, 

and in the hour of your need your blessings shall return a hundred-fold. Now and here let us renew with the 

living our vows of mutual fidelity and brotherhood, and with hands and hearts united, raise high the standard 

of Masonry, fling her banners to the breeze, and bear them on to victory in a cause as grand as the universe, 

as undying as the soul.”13 

WB Tongue’s Oration was well received and over the next year no less then thirteen Grand Lodges 

commented on the Oregon Orator.14 The Grand Lodge of Ohio included a page and a half in their 

Proceedings. The Grand Lodge of South Carolina reported “Grand Orator Brother Thomas H. Tongue is 

credited with having an " instructive tongue." So he has.” And from the Grand Lodge of Georgia we hear. 

“Brother Mumford reviews Oregon for 1888. He quotes from the address of Grand Master Nasburg what is 

said upon the condition of Masonry in Oregon and the influx of immigration. Of the oration of 

R.•.W.•.Thomas H. Tongue, Grand Orator, he says it is " a masterpiece of beautiful diction and solid nuggets 

of masonic truth and virtue. It is a fine tribute to Masonry and reflects great credit on its author as well as his 

Grand Lodge. It is all good—we wish we had space for the whole. We make a few extracts, etc., covering 

nearly three pages." " Oregon," he says, 'has a silver Tongue in her Grand Orator."15 Only the Grand Lodge 

of Wyoming took issue with the Oration; that having to do with Brother Tongue’s opinion on Perpetual 

Jurisdiction. 

On October 7, 1892 WB T.H. Tongue was commissioned by Grand Master F. A. Moore to dedicate the 

Masonic Hall of Tuality Lodge No. 6 at Hillsboro.16 From 1894 until his death in 1903 T.H. Tongue was 

chosen as the Grand Lodge Representative to the Grand Lodge of Oklahoma. 

His son Edmund Burke Tongue joined Tuality Lodge No. 6 in 1899 and was appointed Junior Deacon in 

1900. 

Thomas also took an active interest in Oddfellowship, and was a member of the Grange at Hillsboro.17  

William F. Butcher, Grand Master of Oregon, at the Communication June 10, 1903, began his Grand 

Master’s Address with a Memoriam to Worshipful Brother Tongue “Tongue very suddenly passed to his 

rewards, leaving wife and children and a very large circle of brethren and friends to mourn his death. At the 

request of the Master of Tuality Lodge, No. 6, and of his family, upon the arrival of the remains at Hillsboro, 

Oregon, on January 18, 1903, I convened the Grand Lodge in occasional communication in the Masonic hall 

at Hillsboro, and, assisted by a large number of Grand Officers. Past Grand Officers and brethren, conducted 

the funeral exercises of our deceased brother, accompanying them to their last resting place. 

Brother Tongue was a true and faithful brother and a distinguished citizen of our state, having represented 

the First Congressional District of Oregon in the lower house of the United States Congress for several years, 

being the representative from said district at the time of his death.” 

 

 

 
13 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon Fri. June 15, 1888, 3rd day afternoon session. Pages 74-82 
14 Colorado, Delaware, Georgia, Illinois the Indian Territory of the Cherokee Nation, Kentucky, Mississippi, Michigan, 
Montana, Ohio, Texas, West Virginia and Wyoming. 
15 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon Committee on Foreign Correspondence 1889 
16 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon June 14, 1893 G.M. F.A. Moore Address page 30 
17 The Capital Journal Tuesday, January 13, 1903 Salem 


