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The Second Trial of “Sandy” Olds 

The second trial was set to begin on July 16, 1889, but the defense counsel attempted to delay the trial until 

September. The judge however was not having it. Jury selection was much more difficult this time around. 

The Oregonian’s articles from the previous month had some effect in this. It took all day and interviews with 

70 men to get 3 jurors. However, by the afternoon of July 10, 1889 the trial began in earnest. The trial 

followed much the same pattern as the first D.A. McGinn and Judge Page, showed the cold-blooded nature 

of the murder, while defense attorney H.Y. Thompson again attempted to blame the victim. Mrs. Fanny 

Weber, the widow, testified that Olds knew full well that the couple lived and ate at the Magnolia. The police 

were less reluctant to hide certain truths, that were forced out of them at the last trial. Officer Day confessed 

under cross examination that he had indeed taken “pay” from certain gamblers. The prosecution also got 

some of the gamblers to be clearer on who helped pay for Olds defense and how much they chipped in. This 

would come back to bit the prosecution later. Most of the testimony was the same as the first trial. Additional 

details came to light from several witnesses, likely in the first trial, but not mentioned at the time. A case in 

point was the testimony of Andrew Roberts. He was called as a witness by the defense in the second trial and 

testified that he “understood Weber gambled and kept a saloon. He had heard a great many people say Weber 

was a peaceable honest and square and he had found him so in all his dealings with him. He could not form 

an opinion of Weber’s character, having heard him spoken of both favorably and unfavorably. The business 

community generally gave Weber a good name.” It is not clear why Roberts was called, his testimony did not 

help the defense, but he was an upright man and Mason so there is no need to doubt his honesty. More on 

Brother Roberts will be included later. R.D. Freeborn, a paper dealer at 127-129 Third St., noted that even 

after Olds had fired off all the shots in his pistol, “he “snapped the revolver several times, but as the hammer 

struck only empty shells, there was no explosion.” Olds was brought within the shadow of the hangman’s 

noose with the rebuttal testimony of M.C. Sullivan, manager of Thiel’s Detective Agency. “A few moments 

before Weber was killed said the detective, I had some business to attend to in the store of R.D. Freeborn on 

Third Street, near Alder, a few feet from where the shooting took place. When I left the store for my office in 

the Labbe building on Second and Washington Street, I saw Olds moving about on the corner of Third and 

Alder streets, near where Weber was killed. I was passing the Portland Savings Bank, on Second and 

Washington streets, when I heard pistol shots. Running up Washington street to Third I followed the crowd 

to Alder Street and saw Weber lying on his face in the street.” From that moment Sandy Olds was a 

convicted man. It dispelled all doubt as to deliberation and premeditation. One could almost read conviction 

in the faces of the jurors. Lawyer Thompson tried to undo the damage, but the detective stood firm on his 

statement. In his closing arguments Lawyer Thompson spoke for nearly two and a half hours. In his talk he 

criticized D.A. McGinn for not enforcing the law prohibiting gambling, this aroused McGinn’s ire. When it 

was prosecution’s turn McGinn and Page tore the defense witness’s testimony apart.  

Officer Day was roundly denounced and McGinn had harsh words for Special Policeman Watson. “Here is a 

man sworn to observe the law of the land, sworn to make complaint against every case of gambling. Here is a 

man who goes about his beat day in and day out collecting money not only from white and Chinese gamblers 

and from Chinese and white prostitutes. Here are the special police these custodians of the law of the people 

these good moral persons who raise their hands to the throne of God and took us to do their duty, who go 

forth with hand out stretch to take money not to guard the people at large, but afford protection to these 

gamblers and some of them got it, but certainly poor Weber got none of it.” The prosecution rested and the 
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case went to the jury. Two hours later, on the fifth ballot, the jury made their decision, Murder in the First 

Degree.1 The Salt Lake Herald stated, “Every possible effort was made to acquit Olds but did not succeed.”2 

 
Charles “Sandy” Olds was found Guilty of Murder in the First Degree and was sentenced to death by 

hanging; to occur in November of 1889. Surprising as it seems, given the evidence, this was far from the end 

of the story. The benefactors of Mr. Olds would now hire new lawyers and appeal to the State Supreme 

Court. 

 
Masonic Connections to the Case 

There were a number of Masons involved in this case, in different ways. We’ve introduced you to Coroner 

DeLin and the jurors John Biles and James Powell. Now follows the story of three other Masons involved in 

the case. Frank Hacheney the County Treasurer, Penumbra Kelly the Multnomah County Sheriff and Andrew 

Roberts pioneer Clothing merchant and character witness. Additionally, relatives of Frank Hacheney and 

associates of Andrew Roberts, who were Masons, are also included below. They were Antone Casper and 

Frank Casper Hacheney of Canyon Lodge No. 34, Judge Erastus Holgate PM of Corvallis Lodge No. 14 and 

Charles Fishel the 2nd MM Raised in Portland Lodge No. 55. Also included is the story of the Glass Artist 

David L. Povey, for reasons that will become apparent. 

 
1 Morning Oregonian Fri., July 19, 1889 
2 Salt Lake Herald Utah, Fri. July 19, 1889 
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Frank H. Hacheney 1833-1908 

Franz Hacheney or Frank as he was known, was born in Wiehagen, Westphalia, Prussia. According to his 

Scottish Rite record he was born on Dec. 25, 1832. His death certificate states he was born on Dec. 29, 1833, 

but this is likely an error. He was the son of Heinrich Hacheney, born about 1801 in Germany and his wife 

Clara J. Muller born about 1804. Heinrich, a Tanner, his wife and six children, went to Bremen, Germany in 

1846 and boarded the American Barque “Lucia Field” under Captain Rich and sailed for New Orleans. They 

arrived on October 30, 1846 and the family settled in New Orleans. After arriving three more children were 

born to the Hacheneys. Franz, who was 13 when the family arrived, and his brother Antone, who was then 

11, grew to maturity in New Orleans. Several years after the discovery of gold in California the Hacheney 

brothers, now 22 and 20, left New Orleans and went to California to find their fortunes. They prospected in 

the Sacramento Valley for a couple of years. In 1858 gold was discovered on the Fraser River in British 

Columbia, Canada. When news reached California, within a month 30,000 men descended upon Victoria, 

which previously had a population of 500. Within a short time, many thousands had tapped out, and the 

Hacheney brother too soon left the area and made their way back to California. At the time of the 1860 

census the brothers were living and mining in Tuolumne County, California, in the Post office district of Don 

Pedro Bar. Frank and Anton now in their mid-twenties lived together in a small dwelling with about $200 

between them. 

In 1862 gold was discovered in Canyon Creek in Eastern Oregon. The Hacheney brothers, along with 10,000 

other miners descended upon Whiskey Gluch and land values between John Day and Canyon City rose to 

$500 per square yard. Antone continued mining in Marysville precinct in Canyon City, where he was found 

on the 1870 census. By late 1869 Frank had had enough of mining and left for Portland. Upon arriving in 

Portland, he went into the grocery business. Antone stayed in Canyon City and within a few years also went 

into merchandising. 

Soon after his arrival in Portland, Frank Hacheney went into the grocery business with Harrison Burdette 

Oatman. “Harry” Oatman was born in Cortland, New York on February 25, 1826. He married in Illinois in 

1849, lived in Des Moines, Iowa in 1853 and came to Phoenix in southern Oregon by 1854. He remained in 

Jackson County several years, where he is listed as a miner in 1860, before going to Portland before 1867. 
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H.B. Oatman put in a petition to join Warren Lodge No. 10 in Jacksonville, Oregon, which was read July 26, 

1856. He was Raised a Master Mason by the end of the year. He demitted from that Lodge, February 6, 1858 

to become a Charter member of Phoenix Lodge No. 23 in Phoenix, Oregon. That Lodge made no report in 

1859, but in 1860 H.B. Oatman was elected Senior Warden. Phoenix Lodge surrendered their Charter in 

September of 1862. Harry Oatman was readmitted to Warren Lodge No. 10 on February 12, 1862.  He 

demitted from Warren Lodge again on April 1, 1863. He was a Mason at Large from1863 until 1867. He then 

became an affiliated member of Harmony Lodge No. 12 in Portland by 1868. He served the Lodge as Senior 

Deacon in 1869 and 1870, was elected Junior Warden in 1871, 72 and 1873, and was elected Senior Warden 

in 1874. He was not an officer after this, but remained on the roles until he was dropped for non-payment of 

dues in 1886. He was reinstated by 1887 and remained a member in good standing until his death on May 19, 

1893. 

 
Portland City Directory 1872 

Frank Hacheney and Harrison Oatman operated their business from 1871 to 1872, and then Oatman went 

into Real Estate and Money Brokering with Van Delashmutt3. Frank Hacheney then went into business with  

Engelbert J. W. Stemme in 1873. Stemme was born in Hanover, Germany in 1838. He was in Canyon City, 

Oregon in 1870, where he was a Merchant with $8,000 in personal assets. 

 
Portland City Directory 1877 

 
3 Van B. Delassmutt was Mayor of Portland in 1889 
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Portland City Directory 1874 
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Stemme, who likely knew Hacheney from Canyon City, came to Portland before 1873. Hacheney remained in 

business with Stemme until Engelbert’s the death of in 1881. E.J.W. Stemme joined Canyon City Lodge No. 

34 by 1868. He was not a member in 1865 and there are no rosters from 1866 to 1868. He was elected Lodge 

Secretary for 1871. He demitted and joined Harmony Lodge No. 12 in Portland by the end of 1871, and 

remained a member there until his death. Stemme was interred in Wilhelm’s Portland Memorial Mausoleum. 

Prior to 1880 Frank’s mother died, his father Heinrich Hacheney died in New Orleans on November 17, 

1882. 

Frank Hacheney then went into business with Michael Beno. Beno was born in Alsace on September 29, 

1846. He came to the United States at the age of 12, and came to Portland in the late 1860’s to live with his 

sister. He joined the pioneer grocery firm of Hacheney and Beno. In 1884 Beno started his own grocery 

business. He continued in that business until the 1890’s when he moved to a famer in Hillsdale. He died 

September 2, 1932 at the age of 96, and was buried at River View Cemetery. 

 
Portland City Directory 1882 

Frank Hacheney was no longer in the grocery business after 1884. Subsequent directories listed him as a 

Capitalist. Soon after he got into Portland politics. He sat of the City Counsel, as a member from the Third 

Ward from 1886 to 1888 and was appointed to the City Elections Committee in 1886 and 1888, and on the 

Committee for Landings and Wharves in 1887 and 1888. Frank was elected County Treasurer from July 1888 

until July 1890. In 1891 he became the Portland City Treasurer at a salary of $1,500 per annum. In 1892 his 

salary was increased substantially to $2,500 and in 1893 it increased again to $3,000. Frank served as City 

Treasurer from 1891 to 1900 and was succeeded by his nephew J.E. Werlein, who was Master of Portland 

Lodge No. 55 in 1910. 

Frank Hacheney was on the street out front of the Masonic Temple on May 10, 1889 and saw Olds shoot 

Weber. He observed Olds empty his revolver into the body of Emil Weber and begin to walk away. 

Hacheney then boldly stepped up to the murderer, who surrendered himself without incident. Frank was a 

witness for the Prosecution during Olds’ many trials. 
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Masonic History of Frank Hacheney 

Frank H. Hackeney was Raised a Master Mason in Canyon City Lodge #34 on June 30, 1865. He remained a 

member of that Lodge through 1870. On January 16, 1871 he affiliated with Willamette Lodge No. 2 in 

Portland. He never served as an officer, but remained a member for the rest of his life. In 1904 the Lodge 

honored him by relieveing him from paying dues. Frank was an early member of the York Rite and soon after 

being Raised he became a member of Blue Mountain Chapter No. 7 Royal Arch Masons in 1865. In 1867 and 

186 8he served as Master of the 2nd Vail and was Treasurer of the Chapter in 1869. He was listed as a member 

in 1870 and 71, but was not found from 1872. He eventually joined Portland Chapter No. 3 R.A.M., but 

rosters were not available to determine exactly when. He remained a member the rest of his life. He joined 

Oregon Commandery No. 1 on December 13, 1881, and was a Charter member of the Oregon Grand 

Commandery April 13, 1887. He became a member of Al Kader Shrine on June 12, 1889. He became a 

member of the Oregon Scottish Rite in Portland and received the degrees as follows: 14º July 5, 1892, 18º 

Oct 25, 1892, 30º April 17, 1893, 32º May 29, 1894. Frank was also a member of the Independent Order of 

Odd Fellows and the Ancient Order of United Workmen. 

Frank’s health began to fail in the Fall of 1907 and in September of that year he went to Washington to visit 

his son in hopes the change in climate would benefit him. He died of paralysis of the brain at the home of his 

son Ernest in Walla Walla, Washington on February 2, 1908. The body was sent back to Portland and the 

funeral took place at 1 P.M. on February 5th at the Holman Chapel and was interred at Riverview Cemetery in 

Portland. 

 



8 
 

 
Antone Casper Hacheney 1833-1926 

Antone Casper Hacheney, was the younger brother of Frank. Although usually listed as two years apart, his 

cemetery record says he was born February 18, 1833. Born in Wiehagen, he came to Louisiana with his family 

in 1847. He and his brother Frank working in mining for many years, before Frank went to Portland. Antone 

stayed in the Canyon City, John Day area the rest of his life. He went into merchandising after Frank left. 

 

Antone Hacheney joined Canyon City Lodge No. 34, and was Raised between 1866-1868. The Lodge having 

not reported their rosters during those years, it was not possible to be more precise. He was listed as a 

member in 1869, meaning he was Raised before December 1868. He was appointed Junior Deacon in 1871, 

and was elected Junior Warden in 1876. He was Junior Deacon in 1882 and elected Junior Warden again in 

1883. He served as Senior Steward in 1886 and was elected Treasurer in 1888. He went to Grand Lodge 

carrying the Junior Wardens proxy in 1892, and then served as Junior Steward in 1893. Antone was Lodge 

Treasurer in 1899 – 1900 and also in 1903. He was relived of dues in 1908. He joined the York Rite, 

becoming a member of Blue Mountain Chapter No. 7 R.A.M. in 1868. He served as Master of the 2nd Vail in 

1870-71, Master of the 3rd Vail in 1872, and Royal Arch Captain in 1873. He was Knighted in Oregon 

Commandery No. 1 on June 17, 1892. In 1907 he demitted and joined Baker Commandery No. 9 in Baker 

City, where he remained a member until his death. He was also a member of the Odd Fellows. Antone died 

in John Day, Oregon on December 24, 1926, and was buried in the Canyon City Cemetery. 
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Frank Casper Hacheney 1877-1949 

Antone’s son Frank Casper Hacheney was born on September 10, 

1877 in Canyon City, Oregon. He died October 14, 1949 in 

Portland and was buried at Riverview Cemetery. He was a Grocer 

in John Day in 1900, and a Real Estate Agent in Portland in 1910. 

In 1920 he was back in John Day where he was working as a 

Wrenchman on a gold dredge. He was living in Vancouver, 

Washington in 1930 where he was an investor in Auto Lights. He 

still had connections in the mining business, and it was found that 

Frank C. Hacheney and HJ Johnson had a Quicksilver mine on 

Cinnabar Mt, along Harper’s Creek, in 1936. He left Vancouver 

after 1935 and crossed the river to live in Portland, where he died 

in 1949. Frank was Initiated and Passed in Canyon City Lodge No. 

34 in 1900. He was Raised a Master Mason in 1901. He served as 

Senior Deacon in 1903 and was elected Junior Warden in 1905. He 

was dropped for nonpayment of dues in 1937. 
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Penumbra “Pum” Kelly 1845-1928 

Our subject’s father Clinton Kelly “was born on Clifty creek, Pulaski county, Kentucky, June 15, 1808. 
His father, Samuel Kelly, was born in Botetourt county, Virginia, February 7, 1776, and was the third son of 
Thomas Kelly, whose birth occurred near Philadelphia about 1750. The ancestral home was Castle Kelly, 
Ballinasloe, County Roscommon, Ireland. When a young man Thomas Kelly ran away from home to avoid 
being pressed into the English army. He settled in Virginia and about 1800, with his wife, Peggy (Biles) Kelly, 
and their family, emigrated to Kentucky, settling in Pulaski county, where he died a few years later at the 

home of his son Samuel on Clifty creek. His wife passed away in 1814. 
Samuel Kelly, having arrived at years of maturity, was married September 3, 
1807, to Nancy Canada, a niece of General Canada, and they began their 
domestic life on Clifty creek, seven miles from Somerset, Kentucky. There he 
erected two mills and manufactured flour, saltpeter, Epsom salts, turpentine, 
linseed oil and gunpowder. Though he had no educational privileges in early 
youth, he became well versed in law and history. His wife was a woman of 
unusual personality, of strong religious tendencies, enthusiastically supporting 
the Methodist church and openly antagonistic to the use of liquor, then so 
common. Samuel Kelly died October 13, 1834, his wife surviving until the 
26th of January, 1841. Their children were Clinton, Albert, Temperance, 
Gilby, Cyrene, Sena, Gilmore, Samuel, Rachel, Tabitha and Thomas. Of these 
Clinton, Gilby, Albert and Samuel were itinerant ministers and Sena became 
the wife of Josiah Godbey, also a preacher.” 4 As for Penumbra Kelly “His 
birth occurred in Marion county, Kentucky, March 29, 1845, his parents 
being the Rev. Clinton and Moriah (Maldon) Kelly. His father was an 

itinerant minister of the Methodist church, who belonged to the Kentucky conference for thirteen years. In 
1848, however, he started with his family on the long journey across the plains to Oregon, proceeding by the 
slow, difficult and tedious stages of wagon travel and arriving at his destination in the late autumn. (Leaving in 
April they arrived in Oregon City in November.) They spent the winter at Oregon City, but in the spring of 

 
4 Portland Oregon Its History and Builders by Joseph Gaston Vol. II, The S.J. Clarke Pub. Co. 1911 page 218. 

Rev. Clinton Kelly 1808-1875 
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1849 removed to the donation claim which the Rev. Clinton Kelly had taken up, and which is located in what 
is now East Portland. The father developed and improved the farm and continued to make it his home until 
his death, giving his attention largely to general agricultural pursuits. He never associated himself with the 
Oregon conference, but his interest in church work never abated and he continued as a local preacher until 
almost the time of his demise. He was one of the sturdy pioneers of early Portland, being numbered among 
the few who crossed the plains prior to 1850, arriving here at a time when it was thought that Oregon City 
would be the metropolis of the state, the site of Portland being marked by only a few log cabins that bordered 
the Willamette and were mostly occupied by traders. Even Front street at that time had not become a 
business center and the most far sighted did not dream that there would spring up on the site a city that 
would extend westward until it compassed the hills of Willamette and Portland Heights and eastward until it 
covered a great area upon the other bank of the river. The donation claim, which the father secured and upon 
which he lived for years, was at that time situated several miles from the village of Portland, although it is 
now included within the corporation limits of the greater city. 

Penumbra Kelly was reared in the pioneer home of the family upon a farm which required in its 
development much arduous and unremitting labor. He experienced many of the hardships which devolved 
upon the boys and young men of his day, assisting his father and the other members of the family to clear 
away the timber, prepare the land for cultivation and then plow and plant the fields and harvest the crops. His 
educational opportunities were limited to attendance for only a few short months at the district schools, 
which were held in the winter seasons. After permanently 
putting aside his text-books he continued to make farming 
his occupation and was identified with general agricultural 
pursuits…” 5  

On March 3, 1870 Penumbra, his brother Hampton 
and G.C. Barger, citizens of Multnomah County filed 
articles of incorporation for the East Portland and 
Silverton Plank Road Company. They purposed to run a 
plank road from East Portland to Silverton, an endeavor 
for which the paper wished them much success and great 
speed.6 At that time Penumbra was a laborer in his 
brother Hampton Kelly’s Saw Mill. The Saw Mill valued at 
$40,000 would be a great asset in the construction of a 
plank road. In 1872 Penumbra Kelly entered into politics. 
He ran as a Republican on the November ballot for 
Representative of Grant Precinct (East Portland) in 
Multnomah County.7 He won the election and served for 
two terms.8 In 1876 he was the Republican choice for 
Multnomah County Commissioner; winning the election 
and serving for two years. He returned to his position as a 
State Representative for East Portland in 1878, running 
for the East Portland Workingman’s Ticket.9 During the 
election for 1880 Dr. Chapman was on the Republican 
ticket but withdrew due to his business, which precluded 
his acceptance.10 Penumbra Kelly was put on the ticket in 
his stead and won his fourth term in the State House of 
Representatives. 

 
5 Portland Oregon Its History and Builders by Joseph Gaston Vol. II, The S.J. Clarke Pub. Co. 1911 pages 573-74 
6 Weekly Oregon Statesman, (Salem) Fri. Mar. 4, 1870. 
7 Morning Oregonian June 1 and Nov. 3, 1872 
8 Morning Oregonian May 4, 1874 
9 Morning Oregonian May 11, 1878 
10 Morning Oregonian Thur. May 27, 1880 

The New Northwest Fri. May 26, 1876 
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 During the decade 1872 to 1882 the Honorable Penumbra Kelly served 8 years (or four terms) as a State 
Representative to the Oregon State House, and 2 years as County Commissioner.  
It was noted that on December 14, 1880 P. Kelly, a farmer in East Portland was summoned by the U.S. 
Marshal to appear for duty on the U.S. Grand Jury.11 After completing his last term in 1882 Penumbra went 
back to Farming and Gardening.  

Mr. Kelly was united in marriage, on September 30, 1875, to Miss Mary Emma Marquam, the eldest 
child of Hon. Judge Philip A. Marquam. In total they had six children, however, three died young; the other 
three were Mary Agnes, Samuel Ralph and Sarah Maldon. The last named, married Nicholas Cogley. 
 

He continued in this pursuit until June 25, 1884, 12 “when he received appointment 
from President Chester A. Arthur to the position of United States Marshal for the 
district of Oregon. For three years and five months he capably filled that important 
office, during which time he traveled largely over the state, and it is doubtful if 
there is a man living today in Oregon who has a more intimate acquaintance with 
the state and with its people than Penumbra Kelly.”13 His service as U.S. Marshal 
had many dangers and challenges 
that Kelly took to with 
confidence. From taking Opium 
smugglers into custody to facing 

down reluctant witnesses like Capt. Bogart, he was ever 
ready to do his duty. Captain Bogart was a witness and 
Marshal Kelly went to serve him papers accordingly. 
Marshal Kelly boarded the Bark “Director” at Portland. 
“Captain Bogart met him at the cabin door; and putting a 
pistol in his face told him he would blow a hole in him if he 
entered the cabin. Kelly withdrew and subsequently had the 
doughty captain arrested.” 14 Pulling a revolver on a U.S. 
Marshal could have gone very badly for the captain, but he 
was let off light with a $20 fine and nominal imprisonment. 
On June 25, 1887 a report came out of Washington City 
suggesting that Marshal Kelly was to be replaced by a 
Democratic appointee. President Arthur had appointed 
Kelly Marshal just before his term ended, and now his 
successor Grover Cleveland looked to be doing the same. 
The Statesman Journal in Salem spoke in Kelly’s defense 
and said “Marshal Kelly is not only an efficient officer, but 
an inoffensive partisan against whom the democratic party 
can bring no charge on that score.”15 For that reason they 
doubted the rumor. However, in November Cleveland lost 
to Republican Benjamin Harrison. On December 15, 1887 
“At the meeting of the U.S. court yesterday Marshal Kelly 
took his seat as usual. Shortly after, District Attorney 
McArthur entered, accompanied by Mr. John Myers. Judge 
Deady announced that he had received a commission from 
the President of the United States, appointing Mr. Myers 
U.S. Marshal till the end of the session of the senate, and 

 
11 Albany Register Dec. 10, 1880 
12 The Morning Astorian Fri. June 27, 1884 
13 Portland Oregon Its History and Builders by Joseph Gaston Vol. II, The S.J. Clarke Pub. Co. 1911 pages 573-74 
14 Morning Astorian Sat. Dec. 19, 1885. And Dec. 24, 1885. 
15 Statesman Journal (Salem) Sun. June 26, 1887. 

Morning Oregonian Thur. May 31, 1888 
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stated that he had executed his bond and taken his oath of office, and would now enter on the discharge of 
its duties. Thereupon Mr. Kelly descended, and taking Mr. Myers by the hand led him to the marshal’s seat.”16  

His capable service as United States marshal commended him for election to the 
office of sheriff of Multnomah county in 1888. On April 21, of that year, W.R. 
Sewell, republican nominee for sheriff of Multnomah county withdrew his name 
on account of ill health. The central committee nominated in his stead Penumbra 
Kelly, who had stood second for nomination at the convention.17 He was twice 
reelected, serving for three consecutive terms, covering the period from July 1888 
until July 1893.  
It was during his first term as sheriff that he oversaw certain parts of the murder 
trials of Charles “Sandy” Olds. Sheriff Kelly was a witness in the case, having taken 
into custody Olds and Weber’s weapons which Coroner DeLin had secured. He 

also had duties escorting the prisoner back and forth to the high-profile trial. He likely had frequent contact 
with Olds, who was his “guest” at the County Jail for the better part of two years.  
The Republican ticket for 1888 also shows Corner DeLin and County Treasurer Hacheney. Masons on the 
Republican ticket for 1888 were: Donald Mackay, Harmony No. 12; Joseph Simon Portland No. 55; Rockey 
Earhart Salem No. 4; David P. Thompson Multnomah No. 1; Penumbra Kelly, Edward C. Wheeler and 
Thomas Hurlburt of Washington No. 46 and John C. Carson, J.J. Fisher, Andrew DeLin and Frank 
Hacheney of Willamette No. 2. 

After the completion of his third term as Sheriff, Penumbra Kelly went back to his agricultural pursuits, for 
which he had shown some skill. While U.S. Marshal, Kelly had a 120 lbs. squash he’d grown exhibited at a 
grocery in East Portland. He said it was “a dwarf compared with the one he is saving for the Mechanics fair. 
18 Penumbra Kelly also had some mining interests. On Friday December 5, 1884 Kelly, W.D. Prettyman and 
H. Carmack filed articles of incorporation for the Black Hawk Gold & Silver Mining Co. The principle office 
was in East Portland, and the amount of the capital stock $100,000 in shares of $2 each. W.D. Prettyman was 
a member of Washington Lodge No. 46, he and sheriff Kelly would hunt bear and elk together. In June of 
1885 Kelly took the opportunity to sell his long-held shares in the Yorktown Mining and Smelting Co. They 
owned several ledges of silver and gold bearing quartz in Yamhill county. After selling the company 
incorporated, set their office in Portland and had $1,000,000 in capital stock. 

Penumbra Kelly sat out during the term of his successor Sheriff George C. Sears, 
but when William Frazier was elected Multnomah County Sheriff in July 1895, 
Kelly went to work as Deputy Sheriff. Sheriff Frazier served three terms with 
Penumbra Kelly as Deputy., and Kelly continued in service to the department 
under William A. Story who won the election in 1901. However, in July 1903 
when Thomas A. Word won the election as Sheriff, Kelly did not appear to serve 
in the department. In 1905 Robert L. Stevens won the Sheriff’s election and 
Penumbra Kelly is listed as a Deputy again. Deputy Sheriff Kelly served the next 
ten year from 1905 to 1915, making his time in the Sheriff’s office 24 years. 
Gaston’s biography noted the Kelly, “has long been recognized as a leading and 
influential member of the republican party in Multnomah county, makes friends 

easily and even his political enemies admire him for his qualities as a man and his fearless defense of his 
honest convictions.”19 

The Portland City Directories did not indicate an occupation between 1916 and 1918, but by 1919 Penumbra 
Kelly began to work as the Bailiff for the Circuit Court. He worked at that job until 1927. The Kelly family 

 
16 Weekly Oregon Statesman Fri. Dec. 16, 1887. 
17 Statesman Journal Sun. April 22, 1888. 
18 Morning Oregonian Thur. Oct. 2, 1884. 
19 Portland Oregon Its History and Builders by Joseph Gaston Vol. II, The S.J. Clarke Pub. Co. 1911 pages 573-74 
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moved around a lot, until 1910 when he bought a house at 919 Franklin, and where he lived until his death on 
March 13, 1928. 

 
PENUMBRA KELLY, PIONEER, PASSES 
Kentucky-Born Clan Chieftain Oregon Immigrant. 
ILLNESS EXTENDED ONE 
Descendant of Colonial Stock Active in Masonry, Odd Fellow and Affairs of Church. 

Penumbra Kelly, 82, a prominent figure in Portland life for more than half a century and chieftain of the 
Kelly clan, composed of descendants of the pioneer family, died yesterday at the family home, 919 Franklin 
Street. Mr. Kelly had been in failing health for a number of years and had been virtually an invalid for the last 
three years. He was known as the only man living who had read The Oregonian from the time of the first 
issue. 
He was born in Somerset County, Kentucky, March 29, 1945, and crossed the plains with his parents, Rev. 
Clinton and Moriah Maldon Crain Kelly in 1848, reaching Oregon City, then the metropolis of the west, in 
November of that year. The following spring, Rev. Mr. Kelly moved his family to the vicinity of Portland, 
cutting out a road as he came with the help of his oldest sons, as prior to the time, travel between the two 
towns had been by boat. 
The elder Kelly took up a donation land claim on a tract which now is bounded by Holgate, Division, East 
Twenty-sixth and East Forty-second streets. The present family home is on part of the original tract. 

Clan Holds Annual Meeting. 
The Kelly clan, members of which meet once a year, descended from early colonial stock, Mr. Kelly's great-
grandfather, Thomas Kelly, having fought in the American Revolution. 
Mr. Kelly's career in public office included four terms in the state legislature, three terms as sheriff, and he 
was United States Marshal under the administrations of President Arthur. 

He had been a reader of The Oregonian longer than any living person, and was among its earliest 
subscribers. Although not quite six years old when the first issue appeared at his father's house, December 4, 
1859, he could read a little and pored over the paper with the other members of the family. 

Mr. Kelly Active in Lodges. 
Mr. Kelly was a charter member of the Washington Masonic lodge of Portland20 and was the first 
commander of Washington commandery. He also was a member of Al Kader temple of the Mystic Shrine 
and of Orient lodge of Odd Fellow. He was a charter member of Mispah Presbyterian church, and at the time 
of his death was an elder in the church. 

Mr. Kelly is survived by three children, 
they are Mary Agnes and Samuel Ralph 
Kelly, who reside at the family home in 
Portland, and Mrs. Nicholas Cogley of 
Santa Monica, Cal. Mrs Cogley was 
expected to arrive in Portland today. Two 
sisters, Mrs. Emily Shaver of Portland and 
Mrs. Martin Judy of Antioch, Cal., and 
two grandchildren, Nicolas Penumbra and 
Maldon Marquam Cogley of Santa 
Monica, also survive. 
Funeral arrangements were pending the 
arrival of Mrs. Cogley.” 21 

He was buried at Lincoln Memorial Park in Portland, in the Rosewood section, lot 62, grave 1.22 

 
20 This was not true Washington Lodge #46 was Chartered in 1869 and Kelly joined in 1873. 
21 Morning Oregonian, published in Portland, Oregonian, on Wednesday, March 14, 1928. 
22 Findagrave.com Penumbra Kelly 
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Penumbra Kelly was a member of several fraternal organizations. He was a member of Orient Lodge #17 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. His mother’s anti-alcohol sentiment must have affected her son, as 
Penumbra was found as an officer in East Portland Lodge No. 69 Independent Order of Good Templars on 
May 10, 1868. This was when the Temperance organization was just beginning to sweep across the United 
States and Canada. Modelled on Freemasonry, the organization also allowed women and made no distinction 
by race. 
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Masonic History 

Penumbra Kelly petitioned Washington Lodge No. 46, in East Portland, for membership by Initiation on July 
2, 1873. He was recommended by Daniel Winter, who was Raised earlier that year and J.L. Shute. The 
committee for investigation was D.L. Prettyman, Shute and M.O. Smith. On August 20 the committee 
reported back and recommended his acceptance, the ballot was spread and he was elected. He returned two 
weeks later and was Initiated on September 3, 1873, the same night as A.J. Hoyt. They both gave back their 
proficiencies on September 17, 1873 and that night were Passed to the degree of Fellow Craft. After the ritual 
Kelly paid his $10 fee for the degree. On November 6, 1873 Bros. Hoyt and Kelly were examined and 
Penumbra Kelly was Raised a Master Mason. A.J. Hoyt was Raised November 12, 1873. 23 
 

He was elected Senior Warden for 1875 and 1876, Junior Steward in 1878, 
and Senior Warden again in 1880. He held no Masonic office from 1881-
1898. In 1894 he was made an Honorable Member of the Lodge as was 
shown in the 1895. This relieved him from paying dues. He was elected 
Senior Warden for the 4th time in 1899 and carried the Worshipful 
Master’s proxy to Grand Lodge that year. Brother Kelly was elected 
Worshipful Master of Washington Lodge No. 46 in 1900. While attending 
the Grand Communication on May 24, 1900, he was asked to sit as Junior 
Grand Warden protem for the opening of Grand Lodge at the Temple in 
Portland. He carried the proxy for Master again in 1901, and the proxy for 
Junior Warden in 1902. At that session he was on the committee to revise 
the funeral services to adapt it to cremation. He carried the proxy for the 
Senior Warden in 1903. The lodge was beginning to boom and 
membership was growing rapidly by this time. The lodge had about 180 
members in 1900, 224 members in 1904 and 316 members by 1909 and 
more than 800 members by 1917. Penumbra sat as acting Senior Grand 

Warden on May 8, 1914, when the Senior Grand Deacon Weston Shellenbarger, acting by permission as 
Grand Master for an Occasional session of Grand Lodge for the purpose of installing officers for Sunnyside 
Lodge U.D. After this W.B. Kelly did not perform any special duty for his lodge or Grand Lodge, as far as 
the Proceedings record. 24 

Brother Kelly was a member of the York Rite. When he joined exactly is not currently known. He was not in 
the York Rite in 1873, but he was a Charter member of Washington Chapter No. 18 Royal Arch Masons, 
which set to work on June 13, 1881. He served as Master of the 2nd Vail in 1882. He was elected High Priest 
of Washington Chapter in 1898. He was also Past Grand Lecturer for the Oregon Grand Chapter for 1903-
04. He was a member of Washington Council No. 3 Royal and Select Masons by 1896 when he was the 2nd 
ranked officer in the Council. He was Thrice Illustrious Master in 1897. He was a Steward for the Council in 
1889, and again in 1901. Brother Kelly was Thrice Illustrious Grand Master of the Grand Council R.& S. 
Masons in 1904. 

 
23 Washington Lodge #46 Minutes Vol. II 1872-1876 pages 70-78 
24 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon 1873-1928 
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Brother Kelly was Knighted July 13, 1882 in Oregon Commandery No. 1, and was a Charter member of the 
Oregon Grand Commandery on April 13, 1887. He was a Charter member of Washington Commandery No. 
15. He was elected and served as the first Commander (1911-12) of Washington Commandery No. 15, which 
was Chartered on September 29, 1911.  

He joined the Oregon Scottish Rite, in Portland, receiving the 4º - 14º Oct. 3, 1893, 15º - 18º June 16, 1894, 
19º - 30º July 24, 1894, and the 31º and 32º Oct. 29, 1895. 

He joined Al Kader Shrine on April 10, 1890. 
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Andrew Roberts 1821-1898 

Andrew Roberts was born at Dundee in the county of Forfar, Scotland on August 12, 1821. He was the son 

of David and Jennette (Arckley) Roberts. David Roberts, of Bonaboal, was a linen manufacturer and was 

engaged in the Dry Goods business in Dundee. He was the descendant of a Huguenot family who were 

driven from their home in Picardy owing the religious persecution which followed upon the revocation of the 

edict of Nantes by Louis XIV, on October 18, 1685. The father of Andrew Roberts, born December 16, 

1784, married Janet Arkley, a daughter of James Arkley, of Nether-Muir. They had three sons, the youngest 

being Andrew. When he was about two years of age, he lost both parents, by a fever in the space of two 

weeks, and the children were given to the care of other members of the family, Andrew being placed in the 

care of a Presbyterian clergyman and brought up with his family, according to the strict discipline of the 

times. Passing the early years of his life on a farm on the banks of Loch Fithie, he attended school until 

apprenticed to his brother David, a Tailor, who was in business in Forfar and a deacon of his corporation. In 

1842, being about 21 years of age, he took passage on the ship Norfolk for New York, where he was in 

business as a Merchant Tailor for nine years. 

Mr. Roberts was married in about 1848 to Sarah Elizabeth Vandenhoof in New York. According to his death 

record, their son Peter V. Roberts was born September 21, 1850. This is difficult to reconcile with the 1850 

Census which was taken in August of 1850 and listed Peter as one year old. Since that was a month before he 

was born, this indicates that Peter was either born in 1849, or he had an infant brother, of the same name, 

who died just before his birth.  

In February 1851, he left for San Francisco, via Isthmus of Panama, with his wife and son he sailed for San 

Francisco by way of Chagres and Panama (the old isthmus route) up the Chagres river to Gorgona and 

thence by mule across the portage to Panama, where they were detained until the arrival of the steamer 

Columbia on her way out from New York to take her place on the route between San Francisco and 

Portland, Oregon. They came out on the same steamer that brought Mr. Henry W. Corbett to Portland. 

 
25 Oregon York Rite Photo Album 
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Reaching San Francisco Mr, Roberts rented a store on Clay street near the Post office but soon after moved 

to Merchant street, where the May fire destroyed the building but he succeeded in saving a large portion of 

his goods. Another store was soon built on the ruins of the old one, which he kept until the June fire, 1852, 

when he was again burned out, losing everything, including the old family bible and papers he brought from 

Scotland. Soon after he met Patrick Raleigh and, on his advice, in September of 1852 he moved to Portland, 

where they formed a co-partnership which continued until the fall of 1854. While in Portland his daughter 

Sarah was born. He then moved to Corvallis, then called Marysville, which was then a fine business point in 

the Willamette Valley, and for a number of years was engaged in a General Merchandise business with E. 

Holgate under the firm name of Roberts & Holgate in about 1855. His wife Sarah died in 1865, and Andrew 

never remarried. In 1866 he returned to Portland and engaged in the manufacture of clothing. Andrew was 

first noted in the Portland City Directory in 1867 as being a member of the Knott, Ladd & Co. Clothing 

Manufacturers at 61 Front St. Then in 1868 he started his own endeavor, manufacturing clothing at 36 

Washington St., until 1872. This was near the Roberts’ residence at the SE corner of Third and Washington; a 

block from the Masonic Temple.26 

 
Portland City Directory 1868 

Tragedy struck the Roberts family again in 1872. On Sunday June the 2nd, Peter Roberts, then about 22 years 

old, went boating on the Willamette with 

some friends. Peter was drowned in the 

Clackamas Rapids, near Oregon City, 

endeavoring to save some companions, who 

had overturned their boat. Five days later they 

were yet to recover the body. Andrew lost his 

wife and then his son; “these bereavements 

sorely afflicted him”. 

In 1872 Andrew Roberts went into business 

with Charles Fishel, in the well-known 

clothing house of Fishel & Roberts.  

In 1872 the two men opened their business at 

the corner of First and Washington. 

 
26 This bio combined the work on Andrew Roberts from The City of Portland Gaston Vol III pages 819-20 and Seth 
Popes Journal entry written July 20, 1906. 

Samuel’s Portland City Directory 1873 
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Samuel’s Portland City Directory 1873, Fishel and Roberts store at the far right. 

The store became the leading clothing establishment in Portland. In 1882 they dissolved the firm; Mr. Fishel 

was then only 35, and soon after he took his family back east and operated a Mercantile business in New 

York City. Mr, Roberts conducted the business alone until 1888. During this time, he resided at 225 First St, 

between Salmon and Main. He also moved his shop to the other end of the block to 135 -137 First, to what 

would be the left side of the picture above, in the building pictured below. 

 
Portland City Directory 1886 
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Portland City Directory 1888 

On August 5, 1885 the Andrew and his daughter Sarah Roberts were in New York City. The occasion was 

Sarah’s marriage to Philip Schuyler Malcolm. Malcolm had come to Portland several years before, but was 

currently working and living in London, England. The marriage took place in the parlor of Mr. and Mrs. 

Charles Fishel, the officiating clergyman being the Rev. Dr. Lindsley, who incorporated the solemn words of 
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the ancient church in a ceremony which was peculiarly appropriate to the persons and the occasion.  Though 

the wedding was private there was a sumptuous supper at the Hotel Vendome in the city of New York. The 

guests included; Mr. Clarence Carry, Mrs. Fanny Roberts, Master Frank Roberts, Mr. and Mrs. Goodkind, Dr. 

and Mrs. Lindsley, Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Fishel, Marc and Rose Fishel, Mr. Roberts, and the bride and 

bridegroom.   

Philip and Sarah Malcolm returned to Portland, and in 1888 Philip and his father-in-law Andrew Roberts 

associated in the clothing business. The business however, continued under the name of A. Roberts until his 

death, August 24, 1898. 

 
Portland City Directory 1891 

The Olds Trial 

In 1889 he got entwined in the Olds murder trial. Much effort was made on the part of the defense to show 

that Emil Weber was a very bad man and deserved what he got. Mr. Roberts was called by the defense at the 

2nd trial in July 1890. Mr. Roberts was aware of Weber’s reputation, but “He had heard a great many people 

say Weber was a peaceable honest and square and he had found him so in all his dealings with him. He could 

not form an opinion of Weber’s character, having heard him spoken of both favorably and unfavorably. The 

business community generally gave Weber a good name.” This was not helpful to the defense’s strategy of 

defaming Weber. 

Several months after the trial had another run in with criminal behavior. “On New Year’s Day the store of A. 

Roberts was burglarously entered and a quantity of goods stolen, for which three young men, George 

Chambers, Frank Murphy and James Coleman were arrested.”27 On January 9, 1890 George Chambers was 

required to make a plea. He ended up pleading guilty and swore to the court that the other two men were 

innocent and that he alone did the crime. The Salem paper reported what came next. “Deputy Sheriff 

Misener, who had charge of the Sandy Olds jury during the greater part of the trial concluded, came up from 

Portland last night with another batch of prisoners and insanes. The insane person was Charles Harris, 34 

years of age and a native of New York. He is subject to periodic attacks, caused by a kick received in the face 

two years ago by a horse. The prisoners were George Chambers and A.O. Buirt, the former came for a three-

year term, convicted of larceny, and the latter for two years, for forgery.”28 James Coleman, who had been 

 
27 Morning Oregonian Tues. Feb. 4, 1890 
28 Statesman Journal Wed. February 19, 1890 
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long sick in the county jail, and Frank Murphy went to trial on March 3, 1890. The weight of Chambers 

confession likely helped their case and they were found “not guilty”. They were highly elated, and their 

attorney urgently stressed that they leave town. We are uniformed if Mr. Roberts goods were returned. 

Malcolm and Roberts continued to work together at the store on the corner of First and Alder until 1892. In 

1893 Malcolm went to work at the manufacturing company of the Alves Concentrator. He did this for a 

couple years before being elected County Recorder in 1896. Mr. Roberts closed the store at First and Alder 

and was a Merchant Tailor at 131 Sixth St. from 1893 to 1895. In 1893 he also moved into the Malcolm with 

his daughter and son-in-law, at 697 Flanders. In 1896 he moved his store again, to 323 Washington St. The 

Malcolm’s moved across the river to Hawthorne Ave. at the SW corner Prettyman Ave. in 1897, and Andrew 

moved with them. Andrew died at St. Vincent’s Hospital from diabetes at 7:30 PM on August 24, 1898 in 

Portland, Oregon. He was buried at River View Cemetery in Portland in Section 9, Lot 4, Grave 8. 
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Masonic History 

“Mr. Roberts was an enthusiastic Mason. He filled high offices in the various branches of the order and 

received the thirty-third degree for long and faithful service. As merchant, citizen and man he was universally 

respected in the community where he had so long lived. He never sought office nor publicity and much of his 

life was employed in unostentatiously bestowing charities and doing deeds of kindness for his fellowmen.”30 

He was Raised a Master Mason in Corvallis Lodge No. 14 in Corvallis, Oregon on June 24, 1858. He was 

among those listed from Corvallis Lodge No. 14 to contribute to the foundation of the Educational Fund in 

1858 and 1859. Brother Roberts went to Grand Lodge with the Junior Wardens proxy in 1859 and 1860. He 

was elected Junior Warden for 1861, but got into a little trouble on September 19, 1861, when he was 

censured, with a couple others, for withdrawing from Grand Lodge deliberations without first obtaining 

leave. Andrew attended the Grand Lodge Communication in Salem on September 21, 1863 and sat as acting 

Grand Sword Bearer for the opening of the Session. He was elected Treasurer of the Lodge in 1865 and 

1866, leaving Corvallis for Portland towards the end of 1866. However, he remained a member of the 

Corvallis Lodge for a couple more years before demitting in about 1868. He then affiliated with Willamette 

Lodge No. 2 in Portland in 1869, but did not serve as an officer of that Lodge. He next affiliated as a Charter 

member with Portland Lodge No. 55 on June 27, 1872. At the Grand Communication in June of 1880 Grand 

Master, in his address to the Craft, noted that in September of 1879 he appointed “our… esteemed Brother 

Andrew Roberts, of Portland, being about to take his departure for the continent of Europe, I appointed and 

commissioned him Grand Representative of this Grand Lodge at large, with authority to visit all Grand and 

 
29 Scottish Rite Photo album Portland 
30 The City of Portland Gaston Vol III pages 819-20 
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Subordinate Lodges in the several grand jurisdictions in fraternal correspondence with us through which he 

might travel, and, presenting our credentials, assure them of our fraternal regard, and give them such 

information as might be requisite concerning us. Brother Roberts, who is still absent, will doubtless return ere 

long, bringing to us a valuable and interesting report of the condition of the Craft abroad.”31  He was elected 

Treasurer of Portland Lodge No. 55 and was reelected every year from 1882 until his death in 1898. In 1885 

correspondence from the Grand Lodge of British Columbia, in Canada stated the following: “We should 

mention that Brother Albert Pike, 33°, was accompanied to Victoria by Brother James R. Hayden, 33°, of 

Washington; Bro. I. W. Pratt, 33°, of Oregon; Brother 'I'. M. Reed, 33°, Brother Joseph A. Kuhn, 32°, of 

Washington, and Brothers Christopher Taylor, Andrew Roberts and H. L. Hoyt, all 32°. They received 

princely treatment.”32 While speaking of Grand Representatives the Grand Master Jacob Mayer noted: “We 

would also beg leave to mention the name of David Kinnear, accountant, Grand Cashier of the Grand Lodge 

of Scotland for fifteen years, who died February 27, 1889. This distinguished man and Mason was a relative 

of our much-esteemed Right Worshipful Brother, Andrew Roberts, Grand Representative of the Grand 

Lodge of Scotland.”33 Andrew Roberts was the Grand Representative of Oregon to Scotland from 1889 until 

his death in 1898. In 1897 Portland Lodge No. 55 relieved Andrew from paying dues, as was noted in the 

Proceedings for 1898. 

“Bro. Roberts was one of those genial, companionable men, always ready to assist his friends, of whom he 

had gained many. Honest and faithful in the duties of life, he was for many years, the trusted Treasurer of 

Lodge and Chapter, always maintaining the confidence of his brethren. To older members of the Order, Bro. 

Roberts and his place of business will long be remembered, it being for years the veritable Headquarters of 

Masonry in Oregon. His store was always open, and he always had room and a cordial welcome to brethren 

from all parts of the state, who called to inquire for each other, or to keep appointments. The brethren spent 

many a pleasant hour there in social intercourse, renewing old acquaintances, and there too, were many 

important points of Masonic Jurisprudence discussed, and decisions made by the Grand Officers, who were 

then in office.”34 In the early years his place 

of business was the veritable headquarters of 

Masonry in Oregon. 

Scottish Rite 

He received the Scottish Rite degrees in 

Portland and was initiated to the 14° in the 

Oregon Lodge of Perfection on February 

20, 1872, received the 16° on April 16, 1872, 

and the 18° on April 23, 1872 and received 

the 30° on April 30, 1872 with the first 

Oregon class. He received the 31° and 32° 

by communication from Illustrious Brother 

John Ainsworth 33°, on May 14, 1872.35  

 

 
31 Proceeding of the Grand Lodge of Oregon June 14, 1880 page 18 
32 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon June, 1885 page 841 
33 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon June 14, 1889 pages 93-94 
34 Seth Pop’s Journal of the Oregon Scottish Rite page 82 
35 The member record says he received the 32º on April 30, but Ainsworth’s personal record book shows the correct 
date. The birth date for Andrew Roberts of April 14, 1826 (struck out and 1821 written in pencil) is incorrect. He was 
born August 12, 1821. 
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Brother Roberts served as Junior Warden of the Lodge of Perfection 14º from 1876 until 1879, and Senior 

Warden from 1886 to 1891. He was 2nd Lt. Commander of the Multnomah Council of Kadosh 30º from 1880 

to 1882, served as Chancellor of the Council in 1884 and was elected Lieutenant Commander of the Court of 

Honor on October 23, 1884. He was first served as Council Treasurer in 1885 and his Knight Commander 

Patent is dated April 20, 1885. He served as Treasurer of the Council from 1885 to 1890 and then as 

Chancellor from 1891 until his death in 1898. He was Master of Ceremonies for the Ainsworth Chapter of 

Rose Croix 18º in 1886 and then served as Treasurer for 1887 and 1888. He was Coroneted Inspector 

General Honorary 33° on October 22, 1890 by Ill. Bro. Rocky Earhart 33° and Honored in Portland 

February 14, 1891, with P. S. Malcolm and Seth L. Pope. When the Oregon Scottish Rite finally got a 

Consistory in 1891, Andrew was a Charter member and first Chancellor. The Oregon Consistory No. 1 was 

authorized to form by the Supreme Council on March 9, 1891, and was Instituted May 13, 1891. Andrew was 

Chancellor from 1891 until his death in 1898. 

York Rite 

Andrew Roberts was an early member of the York Rite in Oregon. He 

was Exalted in Ferguson Chapter No. 5 Royal Arch Masons on July 13, 

1861 and was a Charter member of that Chapter. He was Master of the 2nd 

Vail in 1862 and was King in 1864 and 1865. He demitted from Ferguson 

Chapter in 1869, but did not affiliate with Portland Chapter No. 3 until 

1873. He was Master of the 2nd Vail in 1873 and 1874 and Master of the 

3rd Vail in 1875. He was elected Scribe in 1886 and 1887, King in 1888 and 

High Priest for Portland Chapter No. 3 Royal Arch Masons in 1889. 

Portland Chapter #3 and was High Priest in 1889. His High Priest picture 

is shown to the left. He did not have an office in the Chapter after that, 

being fully engaged in Scottish Rite and the Commandery. 

Andrew received the Order of High Priesthood at Portland on June 9, 

1890, he was Treasurer of the Grand Council of High Priesthood from at 

least 1896-1898. He did not join the Royal and Select Masons. 

 Brother Roberts received the Orders of Knighthood in California Commandery No. 1 Knights Templar at 

San Francisco on March 26, 1875.  He was Senior Warden of Oregon Commandery in 1876 and 1877. He 

became a member of Oregon Commandery No. 1 K. T. stationed at Portland Oregon when it was Chartered 

by the Grand Encampment on October 6, 1877. Elected Treasurer in 1878, he served in that position until 

his death in 1898. He was a Charter member of the Oregon Grand Commandery on April 13, 1887 and 

served as Grand Treasurer from 1887 to 1890. 

He was a Nobel of the Mystic Shrine and became a member of Al Kader Shrine on February 15, 1888. He 

was Scherif al Wakil in 1889 and Scherif al Alam in 1890. 

Andrew Roberts was a very active Mason, generally holding several offices at a time. In 1887, for instance, in 

the Blue Lodge he was Treasurer of Portland No. 55; in Scottish Rite he was Senior Warden of the Lodge of 

Perfection, Master of Ceremonies for Rose Croix, and Treasurer for the Council of Kadosh; in York Rite he 

was Scribe of Portland Chapter R.A.M., Treasurer for Commandery No. 1 and Treasurer for the Grand 

Commandery, holding a total of eight offices that year. 

Some time after Andrew’s death the Povey Brothers Stained Glass company was engaged to make a memorial 

window for Ill. Brother Andrew Roberts 33º. The window was placed in the Scottish Rite Temple in 

Portland, after that building was opened in 1903. Today (2020) it is in the members lounge of that building, 

along with several others commissioned from the Povey Brothers. 
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David L. Povey 

David Lincoln Povey was born in July 

of 1865 in Newark, New Jersey. His 

parents were both born in England. 

They came to New York on February 

28, 1849, having just married on 

Christmas of 1848. His father Joseph, a 

Stained-Glass window maker who had 

worked in New York City, Philadelphia 

and New Jersey, died in Newark on 

November 22, 1883. The family had 

been in Stained Glass for generations. 

Their mother Hannah came to 

Portland and died there in July of 1891. 

David studied Art at Cooper Union in 

New York and traveled in Europe for 

further study. He came to Portland in 1888, and with his brother John, started the Povey Brother’s Glass 

Company. “John was the main craftsman and did the glazing and leading, while David did the design and art 

work. Their brother George Povey later joined the company as its accountant and business manager, and two 

Povey sisters also worked for the company. All three of the brothers worked in various glass studios on the 

East Coast before establishing their Portland shop. At the height of their business, the brothers employed 25 

workers, including several Povey family members.” ... “As the largest and best known art glass company in 

Oregon, it produced windows for homes, churches, and commercial buildings throughout the West. When 

the firm was founded in 1888, it was the only creative window firm in Portland, then a city of 42,000 

residents. 

Povey Brothers was known as the "Tiffany of the Northwest" and many of the company's windows still exist 

in historic buildings throughout the region. 

Portland City Directory 1889 
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The windows were considered 

to have extraordinary quality 

and beauty, and the firm's work 

was virtually unequaled in the 

Pacific Northwest. The heyday 

of Povey Brothers coincided 

with the growing economic 

affluence of the region, and the 

brothers' work was much 

sought after by the new rich to 

decorate the large houses they 

were building.” 36 

David married Hannah Maria 

Hobkirk in Multnomah County, 

Oregon in 1892 and they had 

six children. David died on 

October 21, 1924 in Portland, 

Oregon and was interred at 

Wilhelm’s Portland Mausoleum. 

 

Masonic History 

David Povey was Initiated Passed and Raised a Master Mason in Harmony Lodge No. 12 in Portland in 1890. 

In 1891 he was appointed Junior Steward, Senior Steward in 1892 and Senior Deacon in 1893. He was elected 

Junior Warden in 1894 and carried the proxies for the other two principle officers at the Grand 

Communication held in Portland in July that year. Elected Senior Warden in 1895, he went on to serve as 

Master of Harmony Lodge No. 12 in 1896. During the Grand Communication for 1896 he was 

recommended as the Grand Representative to the Grand Lodge of Tasmania, he also served on the Grand 

Lodge committee for Installation and the committee on Application for Relief. In January of 1896 David was 

elected President of the Masonic Board of Relief for one year, and reported sending relief to about 50 cases, 

helping Masons and their families all across the country. He carried the Senior Warden’s proxy to Grand 

Lodge in 1897. He again served on the committee for Application for Relief and was appointed to a special 

committee charged with determining the cost of a monument for the grave of Oregon’s first Grand Master 

Berryman Jennings. They reported the pitiful state of the grave and had the problems rectified. He was again 

on the committee for Application for Relief in 1898, and Representative for the Grand Lodge of Tasmania. 

His committee on the grave of Berryman Jennings also reported that the monument was in place. In 1899 he 

continued his role as Representative to Tasmania. He served as the Grand Representative of Tasmania from 

1896 to 1921. 

He was proposed for the degrees of the Oregon Scottish Rite on September 1, 1891 and was elected on 

August 2, 1892. He did not follow up for several years and then received the 4º -13º on July 10, 1894 and the 

14º on July 12, 1894. It was nine years before he continued, receiving the 15º -18º on January 16, 1903, and 

the 19º - 32º on January 17, 1903. This was the last class before degrees started happening in the newly built 

Temple. 

 
36 Wikipedia, Povey Brothers Studio 

Portland City Directory 1893 
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In the York Rite he joined soon after being Raised in 1890, and became a member of Portland Chapter No. 3 

Royal Arch Masons. He was elected Scribe in 1896, King in 1897 and High Priest in 1898. He was also 

appointed Grand Lecturer for the Grand Chapter for the 1898-1899 Masonic year. By 1896 he was a member 

of Washington Council No. 3 Royal and Select Masons. He never joined the Commandery. 

In 1903, after receiving the 32º he became a Nobel of the Mystic Shrine and joined Al Kader Temple on June 

13, 1903. 

 

Erastus Holgate of Holgate &Roberts 

In about 1855 Andrew Roberts went into business with Erastus Holgate in Corvallis. They ran a mercantile 

business together until Andrew went to Portland in 1866. 

Erastus Holgate was born in Luzerne County Pennsylvania on April 22, 1833. While he was still a boy his 

parents, James and Sylvina Trucks Holgate, moved to Illinois. James, who was born in 1805, was a Farmer in 

Stark County, Illinois, where he lived with his wife and 10 children on a farm valued at $4,600. His brother 

older brother Jacob came to Benton County by the Oregon Trail in 1852, with his wife Alvina. It is likely that 

Erastus came with them, as he was known to have arrived in 

1852 as well. By 1854, Erastus, now 21, was working as a 

clerk in a store in Corvallis, the name having changed from 

Marysville on December 20, 1853. Corvallis is Latin for 

“Heart of the Valley”, and was put forth as a name for Salem 

earlier that same month. 

As noted he soon went into business with Andrew Roberts, 

an enterprise that lasted about 10 years. Holgate marred 

Anna Violette Watt on August 30, 1860 in Yamhill County, 

Oregon and together they had six children.  Holgate served 

as the Mayor of Corvallis in 1862 and Justice of the Peace 

from 1866 to 1868.  After Andrew Roberts left, Erastus 

partnered with John Grimsley in a general mercantile store 

until 1874, when he left the business and began the practice 

of law. He was a partner with Judge John Burnett in the 

1880’s, and was the presiding circuit court judge when the 

current Benton County Courthouse was completed in the 

1888. “Judge Holgate was highly respected by all who knew 

him. He was possessed of a cheerful sunny disposition and 

always had a smile for everyone he met. Promptness and honesty characterized his business and professional 

career. He was regular as the town clock in going from home to his office, and from his office back to his 

meals. This regularity of habits was often commented upon by his acquaintances, and no doubt contributed 

much to the physical and mental strength he enjoyed practically to the end of his career.”37 He died at his 

home at 7th and Monroe in Corvallis on August 8, 1909. The funeral service was in the parlor of the home on 

August 10, and was attended by a large number of old friends. The remains were conveyed to Crystal Lake 

cemetery, followed by many friends, fellow Masons in particular. At the grave the Masonic committal service 

was carried out in full, Worshipful Master Frank Groves being very efficient. M.S. Woodcock, Z.H. Davis, 

J.H. Wilson, W.C. Corbett, David Osburn and Tira Smith were pall-bearers. 

 
37 Corvallis Gazette Times Mon. Aug. 9, 1909. Woodcock, Wilson, Osburn and Smith were members of Corvallis Lodge 
No. 14. 
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Erastus Holgate was a man of sterling character, splendid purposes and lived a life worthy of emulation. Few 

men pass to their last resting place with greater good will attending them than is the portion of Judge 

Holgate.”38 

39 

Masonic History of Erastus Holgate 

Erastus Hill Holgate arrived in Oregon when he was about 19 years old. He came of age in April of 1854. 

The local Masons came together in December of 1856 and went to Jennings Lodge No. 9 in Dallas for a 

sponsor. The Grand Lodge granted a dispensation to begin working on January 1, 1857 and in March James 

R. Bayley, Inspector of the Work for District No. 2, pronounced them a very zealous set of Masons…anxious 

to get everything pertaining to the Work… and having members and material for one of the best Lodges in 

the territory, at the June session. The Charter was granted on June 8, 1857.40 The 1857 roster for the Lodge 

shows that Erastus Holgate was a Charter member. Since he had lived in Corvallis since he reached his 

majority three years earlier, and he was not a member of the closest Lodges in Dallas and Salem, it must be 

concluded that he was most likely Raised a Master Mason in Corvallis Lodge U.D. between January and June. 

He was elected to the office of Treasurer in 1860, 1862 and 1863. He was elected Junior Warden in 1865, and 

elected Senior Warden from 1866 to 1871. He was appointed Senior Deacon in 1874. He did not serve as an 

officer from 1875 to 1879, likely busy with his law practice. He was elected Master of the Lodge in 1880, and 

then Secretary from 1881 to 1883. It was during his year as Master that certain members broke away to start 

Rockey Lodge No. 75, which later merged back with Corvallis in 1893. Erastus was Junior Deacon in 1884 

and Senior Deacon in 1885, after this he was not an officer again. In 1904 the Lodge relieved him from 

paying dues. 

Scottish Rite 

After being commissioned by Albert Pike to start the Scottish Rite in Oregon, John C. Ainsworth returned to 

Oregon and started a record of “Official doings”, dated May 1870. Ainsworth held his first “class” on March 

21, 1871 where he communicated the degrees of Scottish Rite Freemasonry 4º - 32º upon 17 brothers, 

probably in Salem. A group of 4 received the degrees on October 8, 1871. This was followed by what we’ll 

call the 3rd class on December 18, 1871 and included Erastus Holgate and 7 others from Corvallis and 2 from 

Eugene. This probably happened in Corvallis. Scottish Rite never really took hold in Corvallis, although there 

was a body there for a short time. Since he did not have an entry in the first Scottish Rite ledger, we can 

assume that Erastus Holgate dropped out after a short time. 

 

 
38 Corvallis Gazette Times Tue. Aug. 10, 1909 
39 Findagrave.com Erastus Hill Holgate 1833-1909 
40 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon June 8, 1857, page 20 
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York Rite 

Brother Holgate was not a member of the York Rite when the Chapter was formed Under Dispensation in 

1861, but was a member of Ferguson Chapter No. 5 Royal Arch Masons on the Roster in 1862. He may still 

have been a Charter member, but that is currently unclear. The rosters of the next couple years were not 

available for this work, so we don’t know what happened next, but by 1866 he was elected High Priest, the 

highest office of the Chapter. He served as Principle Sojourner from 1867 to 1869, and from 1871 to 1873. 

He was elected King in 1870. Rosters from 1874 to 1895 were unavailable for comparison, and after 1896 he 

held no offices. 

The history of Corvallis Lodge No. 14 printed in the Masonic Analyst in August of 1929 stated that “One of 

his monuments is the courthouse. In answering the advocates of strict economy in the building of the Temple 

of Justice, he as judge, said: “build too 

cheaply and you may have to apologize 

for inferior material and poor 

workmanship. Build right and the 

structure will stand the test of time.” 

This he did, following the example of 

King Solomon41 Brother Holgate was 

also a member of the A.O.U.W. 

Ancient Order of United Workman. 

 

Charles Fishel of Fishel & Roberts 

Charles Fishel was born on August 10, 1847 in St. Louis, Missouri. Or so he said on his passport application 

in 1894. His death certificate tells a different story, corroborated by some of the census records. This says he 

was born in Prague, Bohemia, which was under Austrian control at the time. His parents were Jewish and had 

come from Prague to New York in 1852, 5 years after he was born. The father, Ephraim Fishel was born in 

Prague in 1803 and his mother Babette nee Taussig in 1809. They were living on Long Island on October 8, 

1856 when Ephraim became a Naturalized citizen.  The family went to St Louis, Missouri before 1860. 

Babette died there on August 26, 1876 and Ephraim on November 18, 1884. They were buried in Mount 

Sinai Cemetery.  

In about 1860 Charles, then age 13, made his way to San Francisco where he was a Clerk with M. Kohn & 

Co. in 1861. He came to Portland in about 1865, where he opened a clothing business with Joseph Kohn. 

The Kohn & Fishel Co. sold clothing from 1866 to 1869 and then expanded into Dry Goods and Clothing 

from 1870 to 1872. Charles Fishel married Octavia Levinson in Oregon on March 23, 1871. Two children 

were born to this union, Markus in 1872 and Rosa Levinson Fishel in 1874. Octavia born in 1853 in Texas 

and her father was born in England and her mother in Russia. 

Although still a young man Charles Fishel held $15,000 in Real Estate and $2,000 in personal assets by the 

time of the 1870 U.S. Census. By 1873, he was in business with Andrew Roberts continuing so until 1882. He 

was living with his family in New York City in 1885, and he gave the Scottish Rite his contact in 1887, his 

business, Fechhemer and Fishel, on the corner of Broadway and Aster Place in New York City. 

He died at Far Rockaway, Queens, Long Island, New York on June 2, 1903. He was just 57 and died of 

Colon Cancer, he was buried at Mount Pleasant Cemetery. A brother Washington Fischel, was a well-known 

Dr. in St. Louis also died in cancer in 1914. 

 

 
41 Masonic Analyst August 1929 Vol. VII No. 3 page 42. 
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Masonic History 

Charles Fishel joined Brother Roberts in the Portland Clothing business from 1872 until 1882. His story was 

given above so we will move right to his Masonic History.  

Charles Fishel petitioned Portland Lodge U.D. after the Dispensation was granted in March of 1872. His 

petition was dated April 5, 1872 and he was recommended by Andrew Roberts.  
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Petition for Charles Fishel and appointed Committee W.A. Atlee, S.L. Pope and J.B. Upton 

The first meeting of the Lodge was on March 29, 1872, where they named all the member and established the 

officers and committees. At the next meeting on April 15, three petitions were received from Ben 

Whitehouse, Charles Fishel and Edward Slotte. The committees reported back on May 3rd and Whitehouse 

and Fishel were elected, while Slotte was rejected. On May 17th the Brethren assembled and Worshipful 

Master John Congle conferred the E.A. degree upon Whitehouse and then Fishel. The two Initiated Brothers 

gave back their proficiencies and were Passed to the degree of Fellow Craft on June 21, 1872, with Brother J. 

N. Dolph conferring the degrees. The Lodge had a good number of seasoned Masons so it quickly passed its 

examination and was Chartered June 24, 1872 as Portland Lodge No. 55. Whitehouse being first in line, he 

was Raised a Master Mason on July 19, followed by Charles Fishel who was Raised a Master Mason on July 

26, 1872. This made him a Charter member by Initiation and the 2nd Raised Mason in the Lodge. He was 

appointed and installed as Senior Steward in 1873 and Junior Steward in 1874. He was elected Treasurer in 

1875 and reelected every year through 1881. Andrew Roberts was elected in 1882. He was not active in the 

Lodge after this and we are aware that he left for New York City before 1885. Still he stayed on the Portland 

roster until 1894 when he finally demitted. 

In the Scottish Rite he joined the Lodge of Perfection 14º on February 5, 1878, Ainsworth Chapter Rose 

Croix on March 6, 1878 and the Multnomah Council of Kadosh 30º on April 2, 1878.  

He put in a petition to withdraw in December of 1887 and his demit was granted January 3, 1888.  

 

One other Mason to mention in the life of Andrew Roberts was Philip S. Malcolm, his son-in-law. Brother 

Malcolm held most of the high offices in Oregon Masonry. He was Grand Master and S.G.I.G. of the 

Scottish Rite, but his story will not be told here, and can be found elsewhere. 
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Portland Lodge No. 55 Minute book, the Raising of Charles Fishel by W.M. John Congle July 26, 1872 


