
Brethren, 

I never intended to write this story, it just sort of happened, and I’m having trouble finding my way out. 

While researching for a History of the Masonic Temple at Third and Alder, recently completed, one article 

came out of Eugene with a story of a shooting in front of that Masonic Temple in Portland. This occurred on 

May 10, 1889. While proof reading the book on the Temple, it came down to the last three pages, this story 

and the conclusion. I was content just to include this story as an afterthought, just an interesting side note of 

an event loosely related to Masonry, and move on. But before moving on curiosity caught hold, and I thought 

that maybe I could take a quick peek and see what happened. Enter the rabbit hole. An entry was found on 

Findagrave.com for the murdered man with the picture of the nice monument memorializing this man who 

was by some accounts an ill-tempered gambler and bully. Seemed odd. And what of the murderer? An 

unmarked grave perhaps? Yes, but much more complicated than that. Attached to their findagrave entries 

were articles from the Morning Oregonian, one dated May 11, 1889. This was a much more detailed account 

of the murder. While reading this, the name DeLin came up. Recent research had uncovered a little about 

him, and he had served as Grand Tyler at the time when the Temple was constructed. Turns out he was also 

the Multnomah County Coroner. He arrived on the scene “being in the neighborhood” before the gambler 

“gasped his last” breath. County Treasurer Frank Hacheney, after seeing the murderer unload his pistol into 

the man, walked up to the murderer and took him into custody. Multnomah County Sheriff Penumbra Kelly 

later took the weapon into custody from the Coroner and local clothier Andrew Roberts was a witness to the 

character of the deceased. What did they have in common? They were all Masons. Now the Masonic tie to 

the story was more substantial and there was a definite component of Masonry involved. Don’t get too 

excited, there is no evidence of any conspiracy involved here. But it does stand to reason that some Masons 

would be about the Masonic Temple. From here unraveled a story of feuding gamblers, love betrayed, 

bullying, “gambling gangs”, police corruption, curious legal decisions and cold-blooded murder on a public 

street in broad daylight. All of which made this story spread to papers across the west from Washington to 

New Mexico and Wyoming to California. I will not relate the details here, but more Masons became involved 

as the story continued. Every time it looks like the end is in sight up pops another Mason connected in an 

increasingly more tangential way. As this is beginning to get long, it will be broken down into parts. Part 1 is 

the Murder of Emil Weber, the DeLin brothers and the Holmans.  

Michael Robinson 32º K.C.C.H. Orient Historian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Emil Weber Murdered in front of the Masonic Temple 

He Is Shot Four Times by "Sandy" Olds, the Gambler. Result of a Quarrel and Bad Blood—

Tragedy Enacted on the Street—Murderer in Jail—His Statement. 

Emil Weber, well known here for several years as the keeper of a gambling house, was shot and instantly 

killed about 1:15 P.M. yesterday, at the northwest corner of Alder and Third streets, by "Sandy" Olds, a 

professional faro dealer. 

Weber was on his way to the Magnolia restaurant for his luncheon, accompanied by John Boes, a barber, and 

they were met on the crossing near Masonic Temple. Boes says Olds spoke to Weber, saying, "I hear you 

have been looking for me, and Weber replied angrily, "You __ _ _ ___ what do you want of me?" at the same 

time putting his hand into his pocket, whereupon Olds drew his pistol and blazed away. 

The first shot struck Weber behind the right ear and came out on the left side of the neck, and he fell on his 

face, and Olds then fired three more shots into his prostrate body, one hitting Weber in the back of the head 

and the others near the center of the back. Weber never moved after he fell, and after Olds had emptied his 

pistol, except one cartridge which did not explode, he walked past the dead body of his victim, and upon 

County Treasurer Hacheney stepping up to him, he at once surrendered himself, and Policeman Day took 

him to the city jail. 

Coroner DeLin, who happened to be near the scene of the shooting, reached Weber as he was gasping his 

last, and had the body removed to the sidewalk out of the sun. When it was raised to be put into the receiving 

casket a very large, old fashioned Colt's navy revolver dropped from the clothing, and was taken charge of by 

the coroner. It is 44 caliber and is thirteen inches long. A brass weight or dump, such as is used in playing 

shuffle board, was also picked up near the body. A spectator said it fell from Weber's hand it is believed to be 

the weapon he reached into his pocket for when Olds pulled the pistol and shot him. 

The shooting attracted an immense crowd and caused great excitement, the crowd following the body to the 

morgue, which was thronged for hours with persons impelled by a morbid curiosity to see the remains of the 

dead gambler. 

Olds was seen in the jail by a reporter shortly after the shooting. He said Weber had been trying to pick a 

quarrel with him for the past year. He had avoided Weber, often going around a block to avoid going by his 

place, as Weber would insult him across the street. A week ago he was standing in the doorway of the Crystal 

Palace saloon as Weber came out, and Weber pushed him off the doorstep on the sidewalk and he clinched 

Weber, who struck at him, and then Olds struck Weber, blacking his eye. Thursday night Weber was in the 

Crystal Palace saloon looking for Olds, and, as the barkeepers say, threatening to "do him up." Olds was 

informed of this and warned to look out for Weber and the meeting which ended in the shooting of Weber 

was the first between them since the warning. 

"Did you say anything to Weber when you met?" asked the reporter. "I may have spoken to him," said Olds, 

"but I don't know. I was so excited at coming on him so suddenly, when I did not expect to meet him. He 

put his hand behind him as I supposed to draw a pistol. He brought something out of his pocket; I could not 

tell what it was and I could not afford to wait." "How many shots did you fire?" "Five. The pistol is a six-

shooter, and the second cartridge I snapped on did not go off.: The pistol was seen in the police office. It is 

an "American double-action, 32 caliber, and five chambers were empty. 

Of course Olds claims that he imagined his life in danger, and shot in self-defense. Weber's friends who are 

few in number, believe the murder to be premeditated. 



There has been bad blood between the two men for more than a year, arising out of the quarrels between the 

two factions of gamblers to which they belonged, and in which the general public is but little interested. 

Weber came here some six years ago and had been engaged in running gambling rooms most of the time 

since. His brother and father-in-law were in "business" with him for some time, but when he deserted his 

lawful wife and went off with Fannie Sanger, a chorus girl, they quarreled with him, and he has been in a 

constant succession of quarrels and lawsuits ever since. His wife got a divorce from him and he married the 

Sanger girl. Since gambling has been "stopped," Weber changed the front of his saloon into a combination 

barber shop and cigar shop, and it was one of the barbers in his shop who was walking with him when he was 

killed. 

As usual in affairs of this kind there are all kinds of stories 

in circulation. It is said that Olds has been dealing faro of 

late in an "athletic club," and that Weber had threatened to 

inform against the proprietor of the game, if Olds were not 

discharged, and that on this account the proprietor of the 

game did discharge Olds, who enraged at this went out and 

deliberately shot Weber. 

Olds has been a quiet man, so far as known, since he came 

here five or six years ago, and the threats alleged to have 

been made by Weber may have put him in fear for his life, 

but could hardly have sufficiently terrorized him to give 

color of excuse for employing his revolver into the body of 

his victim as it lay at his feet. 

Weber was much the smaller man of the two although 

given to bluffing, was not considered a man of sufficient 

nerve to shoot. Besides this, his right hand was crippled so 

that it is doubtful if he could hold a pistol in it.”1 - 2 

Emil Weber was born in 1852 at London, Madison, Ohio. 

His parents Peter and Maria were born in Germany, and 

after coming to America settled in London, Ohio, where 

he was a Grocer by 1860. In 1870 Peter was a Grocer, 

Brewer, Baker and Saloon owner in London. His 18-year-

old son Emil was a Clerk in the Saloon and his 16-year-old 

brother Jacob was a Clerk in the Grocery. To escape 

trouble Emil went west and worked as a Cowboy in 

Wyoming before engaging full time in the Gambling 

business. He was buried in River View Cemetery in 

Portland Sec. 15, Lot 344, Grave 1. 

 
1 The Oregonian, 11 May 1889, p8; also stories in The Oregonian May 12 & 13, and Eugene City Guard on Saturday 
May 18, 1889 
2 The monument of Emil Weber born 1852 in London, Madison, Ohio shot dead in Portland May 10, 1889, buried 
River View Cemetery 



 

To tie this back to Masonry we find that the Coroner DeLin who arrived at the scene was a Master Mason of 

some prominence at the time. This being the case his story and that of his relative, who were also Masons, is 

examined below. 

Andrew P. DeLin 

Multnomah County Coroner 1877-78 and 1888-89 

 Andrew P. DeLin was born August 24, 1822 in Kävlinge, 

Kävlinge kommun, Skåne län, Sweden. He died at his home in 

Portland at 800 Corbett St. on December 18, 1895. Andrew, a son 

of Peter DeLin came to America in the 1840’s, and married Mary 

Ann the daughter of Thomas McCanliss in Boston, Massachusetts 

on February 3, 1850. She was born at St. John, New Brunswick, 

Canada in 1830. The couple made their way to the Utah Territory 

where they were recorded in the 1850 Census. There about 8 

months after the marriage they had their first child, a daughter 

Emily born in October of 1850. They left Utah and went to 

California before 1853. They remained in California for several 

years before going to Washington Territory prior to 1859. Andrew 

settled in Seattle, remaining there until 1866 when he relocated to 

Portland, Oregon. By trade Andrew was a Cabinet maker. From 

his marriage record in 1850 until 1876, Andrew was found working 

at that trade.3 

That all changed in 1877, at which time he ended his cabinet 

making business and went into Undertaking. In 1877 and 1878 Andrew was the Multnomah County Coroner. 

He appears to have gone in with the firm of Ewry and Garnold Undertakers in 1877. John Ewry was born in 

1831, he came across the Plains in 1853 and settled in the small village of Portland, Oregon where he became 

the first undertaker. He established himself in 1854 and worked for many years with Horatio Cook, but the 

two split and operated their own concerns in 

1875. Ewry retired in about 1890 and 

Garnold continued the business. Andrew 

DeLin worked with Ewry in 1877 and then 

started his own undertaking business in 1878. 

DeLin also had his hands into a coffin 

making company for a time as well, back to 

his cabinet making roots. 

 
3 Samuel’s Portland City Directory 1875 



The DeLin & Co. Undertakers operated until 1888, when Andrew’s son-in-law Edward Holman became a 

partner in the DeLin & Holman 

Company. Edward had married 

Andrews daughter Mary DeLin in 

1874. They had two sons before she 

died in 1880 at the age of 24. 

Edward had worked for many years 

with his relatives with the Holman 

Bros. Dray Co., transporting goods 

and freight. In 1882 he entered into 

the funeral and undertaking 

business with his father-in-law. In 1893 Andrew’s son Andrew F. Delin took over the business with George 

River and John Finley, as DeLin, River & Finley Undertakers and Embalmers at 151 2nd. Edward Holman 

started his own firm on Yamhill. Andrew DeLin, now in his seventies retired. In 1888 and 1889 Andrew 

DeLin again served as Multnomah County Coroner. It was in that capacity that approached the body of Emil 

Weber outside the Masonic Temple at Third and Alder on May 11, 1889. The paper said he happened to be 

in the neighborhood, but as an active Mason and the Treasurer for Willamette Lodge No. 2, that would not 

have been unusual. Andrew DeLin died at his home at800 Corbett St. on December 18, 1895. He was initially 

buried at Greenwood Cemetery, but was later disinterred, cremated and placed at Wilhelm’s Portland 

Memorial Mausoleum. 

    
Edward Holman 1850-1920                    Walter J. Holman 1875-1921 

Portland Undertaker 1882-1921 



Edward Holman was born November 21, 1850 in 

Brooklyn, New York. He came to Oregon with his mother 

and brothers in 1863. He worked in a Butcher shop to pay 

for his schooling and engaged in the transfer business with 

the Holman Transfer Company. After the death of his 

first wife in 1880 he remarried in 1881 and went to work 

for Andrew DeLin in 1882. He gained prominence in the 

company and was named with DeLin from 1889 until 

1893. In 1894 he started his own funeral company. In 

considering the add for the Holman’s Funeral Service, 

Edward must have bought out Garnold. As the inheritor 

of Ewry’s undertaking business, only through Garnold and 

ultimately Ewry could Holman lay claim to being in business since 1854. Actually, a rather dubious 

connection at best. The Company still exists and still makes the claim in 2020. Edward Holman died in 

Portland on December 3, 1920. His remains were stored at Portland Memorial until his family crypt was 

finished at Riverview cemetery. When the Holman crypt was finished, he was placed in it on April 5, 1921 in 

Section 3 Lot 109. He was then moved to the new Riverview Mausoleum on March 7, 1961.4 The funeral 

business was continued by his son Walter J. Holman. Walter, however, died on June 25, 1921. His son Walter 

E. Holman went into the Mortuary business in 1925. 

Nicolaus DeLin Portland Furniture Dealer 

Nicholas, whose original name was Niklas Delin, was born in Gotland, 

Sweden, in 1817. He spent five years in Petrograd, Russia, before sailing 

around the Horn and emigrating to the United States in 1846. He settled, 

and started a sawmill, in 1852, in what is now Tacoma, Pierce County, 

Washington. In November of 1854 he married Gertrude Mueller not long 

after her arrival in Tacoma with her Aunt and Uncle Anna and Peter 

Judson and cousins Stephen and John Paul Judson. The Judsons staked a 

claim next to Nicholas on Commencement Bay. 

Delin arrived in Puget Sound country from Sweden in 1851 by way of San 

Francisco and Oregon. Sawmills were sprouting up around the sound. A 

carpenter by trade, he obtained financial backing for a mill. He selected a 

spot on a stream (Delin Creek) at the mouth of the Puyallup River for his 

enterprise. With the help of Sam McCaw, Jacob Burnhardt, and William 

Sales, Delin erected the mill on pilings. Logs were cut with an oscillating muley saw. 

On April 1, 1852, Nicolas Delin began the construction of a water-powered sawmill at the head of 

Commencement Bay in what will become Tacoma. By the end of the year, the mill was cutting lumber and 

selling it to local settlers and to the California market. This was the first Euro-American settlement in 

Tacoma, but it will be abandoned in 1855. 

 
4 Findagrave.com Edward Holman 1850-1920 



Delin eventually claimed 318 acres. After the Indian War of 1855-1856, none of the settlers returned. Delin 

sold the mill to James L. Perkins for $3,500, and moved to Seattle, where he helped build the Territorial 

University. 

By 1865, after living and 

working in King County, 

Washington, for a few 

years, and a short-lived 

return to Pierce County, 

Nicholas, along with his 

brother Andrus, settled in 

Portland, Multnomah 

County, Oregon. Nicolaus 

DeLin worked as a Cabinet maker, and later as a furniture dealer. He died in Portland on May 17, 1882. 

 

Masonic Histories 

Nicolaus DeLin received the degrees of Masonry prior to 1852, but we are uninformed as to where and 

when. He was an early member of the Oregon jurisdiction, having affiliated with Willamette Lodge No. 2 on 

September 7, 1852. At that time, it was the only Lodge covering all of Washington Territory. However, soon 

after he demitted on November 25, 1852 to start a Lodge in Olympia. That same day the Lodge was granted 

its Dispensation. The Charter was granted on June 14, 1853 and Nicolaus was the Charter Treasurer of 

Olympia Lodge #5 in Washington Territory. The Lodge became Olympia Lodge No. 1 of the Washington 

Jurisdiction after that Grand Lodge was formed in December of 1858. Nicolaus did not hold another office 

until 1863 when he was elected senior Warden. He was appointed the Grand Tyler for Washington in 1864, 

also serving as Tyler for Olympia Lodge No. 1. He demitted from Washington by 1865. He reaffiliated with 

Willamette Lodge No. 2 in Oregon on September 17, 1866, and remained a member for the rest of his life. In 

1882 Nicolaus DeLin was made an Honorary member of Willamette Lodge No. 2 thus freeing him from 

dues, however, it was short lived as he died the next Spring. 

 

Andrew DeLin was Raised a Master Mason in St. Johns Lodge No. 9 in Seattle, Washington on May 17, 

1862. He was appointed Junior Steward in 1863, and was elected Junior Warden in 1866. Like his brother 

Nicolaus, Andrew demitted from Washington and went down to Oregon in about 1867. He first settled in 

Oregon City, where he affiliated with Multnomah Lodge No. 1. He went to Grand Lodge in 1867, carrying 

the Junior Wardens proxy. In 1868 Andrew was elected Senior Warden of Multnomah Lodge. He also began 

his work with Grand Lodge, being appointed the Grand Tyler. The record is silent as to when he demitted 

from Multnomah Lodge, and although he is the Grand Tyler, he is not claimed on any roster for 1869. By 

1870 Andrew had moved to Portland. Although he was not a member of either Lodge, he was Tyler for both 

Willamette Lodge No. 2 and Harmony Lodge No. 12 in 1870. Both Lodges met in the same building, and the 

Tyler is a position you can serve in without being a member of that Lodge. On October 18, 1870 Andrew 

DeLin affiliated with Willamette Lodge No. 2, remaining a member for the rest of his life.  

Andrew was also an early member of the Oregon Scottish Rite. He received the degrees of Masonry in 

Washington Territory and was Raised a Master Mason He received the 4º to the 14º by Communication of 

February 3, 1870 and the 15º -18º April 23, 1872. He demitted March 17, 1874. He reaffiliated with the 



Portland Scottish Rite on April 14, 1884 and received the 30º on November 16, 1886. He received the 32º by 

1887 and was a Charter member of the Oregon Consistory 32º instituted May 13, 1891. 

Andrew served as Tyler of Willamette Lodge No.2 from 1870 to 1874 and 1876. He was also the Tyler for 

Harmony Lodge No. 12 again in 1872. He did not hold office for several years while he was serving as 

County Coroner and getting his Undertaking business going. He stepped back into the line in 1882, being 

elected Senior Warden in 1882 and 1883. He was elected Master of the Lodge in 1884. From 1885 until 1894 

Andrew DeLin was elected every year to serve as Treasurer of Willamette Lodge No. 2. All his years of 

service were rewarded in 1895 when the Lodge relieved him of paying dues. Unfortunately, like his brother 

before Andrew died a few months after the honor. 

In Grand Lodge Andrew was appointed Grand Tyler from 1868 to 1874. During that time, he was paid for 

extra duty getting the gloves and aprons washed in 1870. He was part of the Grand Lodge when the new 

Temple was built, and he was paid in 1873 for work he had done in 1872 moving the Grand Lodge property 

from the old Masonic Hall to the new Temple at Third and Alder. Seth Pope was the Grand Tyler for 1874-

75, and then Andrew took the job again from 1875 to 1877. The year he served as Master, 1884, he was on 

the Committee for Mileage and Per Diem, he was the proxy for the Worshipful Master in 1889 and for the 

Senior Warden in 1890. When the Grand Master of North Dakota Frank J. Thompson visited Portland, 

Oregon in 1891, he reported that Brother DeLin, of Portland, … “has so taken on the spirit of Masonry that 

his office, and the hospitality of his greetings, exemplify in the world what is taught in the sacred retreat of 

the lodge room. It is a rendezvous for the Masons of that beautiful city, and at almost any hour of the day 

one can find there the requisite number of Masons to open a M. M. Lodge.”5 

Andrew joined Portland Chapter No. 3 Royal Arch Masons in about 1869 and was found on the roster for 

1870. He was Sentinel (Tyler) in 1871 and 1872. He joined Al Kader Shrine on February 11, 1893.6 

 

Edward Holman was Initiated June 19, Passed Aug. 24 and Raised a Master Mason on Oct. 16, 1876. He 

was elected Junior Warden in 1886, Senior Warden in 1887 and Worshipful Master in 1888. Edward became a 

member of Portland Chapter No. 3 Royal Arch Masons. He was an early member of Oregon Commandery 

having been Knighted on June 12, 1883, and a member when the Grand Commandery of Oregon was 

formed on April 13, 1887. He became a member of Al Kader Shrine on Nov. 10, 1894. He joined the 

Scottish Rite 4º-6º Nov. 9, 1897, 14º Dec. 7, 1897, 18º Oct. 18, 1898, 30º Jan. 24, 1899, 32º Jan. 31, 1899. 

Walter J. Holman (born Portland August 5, 1875, died June 25, 1921) son of Edward and grandson of 

Andrew DeLin joined Portland 55 and was Raised about 1901. He was Senior Steward in 1908 and went 

through the chairs to be Worshipful Master in 1913. Scottish Rite 4º-14º Jan. 9, 1902, 18º Nov. 18, 1902, 30º 

Jan. 9, 1903 and 32º Jan. 15, 1904. Al Kader Shrine January 16, 1904. York Rite member of Portland Chapter 

No. 3 R.A.M. 

 

 
5 Proceeding of the Grand Lodge of Oregon Foreign Correspondence June 1892 page 278 
6 Portland Masonic Directory 1896 


