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Capt. Joseph Alton Sladen  

  Joseph Alton Sladen was born in Rochdale, Lancashire, England, April 9th 1841. He was 

the fourth child of James and Mary Sladen, there being a twelve-year gap between Joseph and 

his next closest sibling, his sister Elizabeth. “His father was a Coal and Lime Merchant and died 

when our brother was five years old, at which age he came to Lowell Massachusetts, with his 

mother to join the other children who had preceded her. As he grew up he attended the Public 

Schools of the city, and at nine years of age, went to work to support himself, working for his 

board and clothes, in shops and mills, attending school when he could, and finally spent two 

years at the trade of a Card Clothier.”1 In 1860 he was living in the household of Oliver H. 

Buzzel a 25 year old Book Store owner and his wife Ada. The 19-year-old Joseph’s occupation 

was listed as Mill Operations.2 By 1860 Mary Sladen, born Mills, was living near Philadelphia 

with her daughter Elizabeth, her husband Thomas Dewhurst and their new twins. She remained 

with this family through 1870. The eldest son James was married in Massachusetts, and Charles, 

also married, was in Pennsylvania. Mary Mills Sladen died May 12, 1878 in Philadelphia. 

As for Joseph, “He was of average height for his time, about five feet six inches tall, with 

light hair, a light complexion, and hazel eyes. He signed up as a private in Co. A of the 

Massachusetts 33rd Infantry in August 1862. He fought at the battles of Chancellorsville and 

Gettysburg in 1863. At Gettysburg he became part of Gen. Oliver Otis Howard’s detail. A man 

of deep religious conviction, O.O. Howard was known as the praying or Christian general. A 

math instructor at West Point, he was contemplating becoming a minister when the war broke 

out. His right arm was amputated in 1862 after severe battle wounds (at the Battle of Seven 

Pines). Private Sladen remained with General Howard’s detail.3 In the autumn of 1863 they were 

ordered to Chattanooga under Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker and the following year Gen. Howard 

 
1 Seth Pope’s Journal of the Oregon Scottish Rite. 
2 1860 U.S. Census Lowell Massachusetts, June 8, 1860  
3 Joseph Alton Sladen and his House of Stories By Adair Law 
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commanded the IV Corps in the Atlanta Campaign. After the death of Gen. James McPherson, 

Gen. Sherman assigned Gen. Howard to command the Army of Tennessee, which formed the 

right wing in the campaign of the Carolinas4 “In 1864 (Joseph) was commissioned as Lieutenant 

in the 14th U. S. colored Infantry, and served to the close of the war as aide to Gen. O. O. 

Howard.”5 “In 1864, during Sherman’s March to the Sea, he won two brevets and a medal of 

honor for distinguished gallantry in the May 14, 1864 Battle of Resaca, Georgia.”6 His citation 

reads "While detailed as clerk at headquarters, voluntarily engaged in action at a critical moment 

and personal example inspired the troops to repel the enemy." The Battle of Resaca was part of 

the Atlanta Campaign of the American Civil War. The battle was waged in both Gordon and 

Whitfield counties, Georgia, May 13–15, 1864. It ended inconclusively with the Confederate 

Army retreating. The engagement was fought between the Military Division of the Mississippi 

(led by Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman) on the side of the Union and the Army of Tennessee 

(Gen. Joseph E. Johnston) for the Confederates.7 

  

 
4 Generals in Blue Ezra J. Warner 1964, page 238 
5 Seth Pope’s Journal of the Oregon Scottish Rite. 
6 Joseph Alton Sladen and his House of Stories By Adair Law 
7 Wikipedia 
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“By the end of the war Sladen had risen to the 

rank of first lieutenant and on March 26, 1866, he 

was mustered out of the volunteer service. The next 

day, he received an appointment as second 

lieutenant in the 17th infantry. Which he accepted 

May 19, 1866. He transferred to the 26th Infantry, 

on September 21, 1866. Later that year on 

November 29, he married Martha Frances 

Winchester of Lowell, Massachusetts. They were 

parents of four children, three boys and one girl. He 

was made a 1st Lieutenant July 17, 1867, but was 

unassigned until May 19, 1869. He was then 

assigned to the 14th Infantry on December 15, 

1870.8 

General Howard was put in charge the Bureau of 

Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands (the 

Freedmen’s Bureau) which was created by 

Congress in March 1865. The bureau was created by the War Department to assist blacks and 

whites in the transition from slavery to freedom in the South. General Howard was a great 

supporter of education for the recently freed slaves and was able to start several colleges and 

training schools, including Howard University, which was named for him. He also established 

and was Director of a Bank for Blacks in which he suffered 

heavy financial losses. Lieutenant Sladen’s assignment with 

General Howard allowed him the opportunity to attend 

Georgetown Medical College (later known as Howard 

University Medical College) in Washington, D.C. He 

graduated in 1871 

with an M.D. In 1872 

he attended Bellevue 

Medical College in 

New York City where 

he also received an 

M.D. He and wife 

Martha had the first of 

their four their 

children, son Fred and 

daughter Carrie, 

during that time. Sons 

Harry and Frank 

followed in 1875 and 

1882. 

 

 
8 The Oregon Daily Journal Wed. Jan. 25, 1911 

Gen. Oliver Otis Howard 

     1830-1909 

Martha Winchester, Sladen Joseph A. Sladen 2nd Lt. 17th U.S. Infantry 
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In August 1872, General Howard was dispatched by the Grant administration to meet with 

the Chiricahua Apache leader Cochise and bring an end to his decade-long guerilla war against 

American settlers. Sladen accompanied General Howard, a guide, and two Apache scouts on this 

mission. He also kept a journal of his “two months quest from Fort Tularosa, New Mexico to 

Cochise’s stronghold” in Arizona’s Dragoon Mountains. They sought to convince Cochise that 

the bloody fighting between his people and the Americans must stop. Cochise had already 

reached that conclusion, but he had found no American official he could trust. Howard 

successfully negotiated a treaty with Cochise in September 1872. 

“At the request of General Howard as per enclosed slip I write you in substance the letter 

written General Cook, Gen. Howard got on the trail of Cochise and some of his followers last 

Thursday about 40 miles from Silver City New Mexico, and followed it with two Indians and five 

white men (not soldiers) till he succeeded in communicating with one of his rancherias in the Stein 

Peak range. They seem to have had enough to eat, but their clothing was poor and in all respects 

they appeared very shabby. Cochise was said to be two days distant. The General, Captain Sladen, 

A.D.C., Mr. Thomas Jeffords, and two Indians made a journey of some 90 miles into Arizona 

territory, and after considerable difficulty succeeded in getting into a Rancheria of the Apaches in 

the Dragoon Mountains, some four or five miles south of Tucson Road. The General met Cochise 

the next morning, October 1, at that point and had an interview with him lasting all that day. 

Cochise declares that he is anxious to make peace, that he himself has done no mischief since his 

return from New Mexico but that some of his people separated from himself had done so. He 

would like Canada Alamosa if he could prevail on all his people to go with him. Cochise would 

prefer a reservation at this point (Camp Bowie) provided he could be away from the troops; he 

says that he would guarantee to protect the Tucson road and all our people and it’s a vicinity 
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running to the Mexican line, against Indian raids; he seems earnestly desirous the Apache and 

citizens shall be once more at peace; and said that if the general would wait he would gather all 

the people he could in five or six days in the Dragoon Mountains. The general left Captain Sladen 

and Mr. Jeffords with Cochise and with one Indian (nephew of Cochise) starting in that direction 

last evening and reaching here this morning at 7 a.m. He left here at 2 p.m. to return taking his 

ambulance loaded with stores…”9 

 

10 

 

On March 10, 1867 the U.S. Congress 

chartered a University for African 

Americans. The College of Liberal Arts 

and Medicine was founded by Gen. O.O. 

Howard. The General was the President of 

the University from 1869 to 1874. In 1873 

and 74, Lt. Joseph A. Sladen, Master of 

Arts and Medical Doctor was a member of 

the Medical Department Faculty and 

demonstrator of Anatomy at the 

University. When Gen. Howard left the 

University so did Lt. Sladen. 

 

“General Howard was posted to the Department of Columbia (the state of Oregon and the 

territories of Washington and Idaho) in August 1874 and Lieutenant Sladen followed him there, 

as did a recent West Point graduate, Lt. Charles Erskine Scott Wood (1852-1944). Their main 

base was at the Fort Vancouver Barracks, but they moved throughout the forts of the area. In the 

“Military Notes” section of the September 4, 1874, Oregonian, Sladen’s duties were described as 

 
9 Daily New Mexican Fri. Oct. 11, 1872 Santa Fe, New Mexico 
10 Howard University Faculty 1873-74 
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aide de camp, acting assistant adjutant general, and acting judge advocate. He gained the rank of 

captain. On October 12, 1875, during a trip to Fort Walla Walla, Captain Sladen mounted a horse 

that had not been ridden recently. He was thrown against a tree and broke his right leg.”11 

General Howard remembered the event: 

“After our return, October, 1875, I received word that a British general was (doing) inspections, 

and that he would be in the vicinity of Fort Walla Walla before many days. Taking my staff with 

me, I went up to meet him, October 12th. Just as we were setting out from the fort, mounted, my 

aid de camp, Captain J. A. Sladen, undertook to ride a horse that had not been recently used. The 

horse had only a snaffle bit, and the captain, who was a good rider, had hardly reached the saddle 

before the animal sprang forward and leaped a newly opened ditch, just grazing a tree against 

which Captain Sladen was thrown. With a leg badly fractured he could see the bottom of his 

foot, and as he lay on the ground he cried out in prayer: “O Lord, help me” Just as I reached him 

he looked into my face and smiled, saying: “We always do so when we get into trouble.” 

I remember that I answered: “Sladen, sometimes the trouble is permitted for that reason!” 

The captain's leg had to be amputated and he was confined for a couple of weeks at the fort and 

then went down the river to his home in Portland; when, later, taking a steamer to join our 

families at Fort Stevens near the mouth of the Columbia, he slipped and broke open the newly 

healed wound. He endured great suffering in consequence of this and, in fact, was obliged to 

have his leg amputated again. 

Since the accident or providence, whatever we may call it, Sladen has especially enjoyed his 

Christian work.”12 

 The subsequent report in the newspaper showed the concern Gen. Howard had for his aide. 

“Captain Sladen’s condition - A telegraphic dispatch was received here on Saturday by 

General Howard from Walla Walla containing the unwelcome intelligence that the injuries 

received some days ago by Captain J. A. Sladen, of his personal staff, where of a character 

rendering the amputation of the limb absolutely necessary, in order to save the unfortunate man’s 

life. As has been previously announced Captain Sladon was thrown from a horse about two weeks 

ago and sustained a severe fracture of the right femur. Prompt surgical attention was called and 

the fractured bone set, but owing to the nature of the injuries, the ends failed to unite. Inflammation 

set in, and the physicians were unable to abate it, mortification ensued, which rendered immediate 

amputation imperatively necessary to save the officer’s life. This unpleasant state of facts was 

communicated to general Howard, who started at once for Walla Walla, accompanied by Dr. 

Bailey, Surgeon and medical director of the department. Intelligence was received late in the 

afternoon and as it was a case of life and death, not an hour was to be lost. No regular boat as a 

matter of course, would make a trip up to the Cascades at that hour, so the fleet steamer “Bonita” 

was engaged expressly to convey General Howard and Dr. Bailey to that point. With Captain John 

Wolf at the wheel the steamer left Portland at 7:00 PM, and reached the Cascades before midnight. 

Above the Cascades the cars and steamer “Daisy Ainsworth” where in waiting. The portage was 

made and by 4 o’clock yesterday morning the two men reached The Dalles. Here a car was in 

readiness, and in a few minutes, they were whirled through to Celilo, and soon found themselves 

on a steamer bound for Wallula. These gentlemen were hurried through with all possible dispatch, 

 
11 Joseph Alton Sladen and his House of Stories By Adair Law 
12 Autobiography of Oliver Otis Howard, Major General , United States army : volume 2 Chapter 63 
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and it was expected that they should reach the bedside of the suffering officer sometime during 

Sunday night. Immediately upon arriving at Walla Walla Dr. Bailey assisted by several other 

surgeons are expected to perform the required operation Captain Sladen, we much regret to state, 

is in very critical condition, and there are chance against his 

recovery. Every possible attention is being bestowed and the most 

experienced and competent medical aid employed to bring him 

safely through. That officer’s friends will be pained to learn of his 

great misfortune and Danger.”13 

Unfortunately, gangrene set in, and on October 25, and Dr. 

Bailey amputated Sladen’s leg above the ankle. The November 10, 

1875 Oregonian noted that Sladen’s life “is now considered safe, for 

the present at least. The danger so much dreaded by the surgeons, of 

gangrene reappearing in the stump, is about over. We hope the time 

is not far distant when the kindly face of Captain S. will once more 

be visible to his friends.” On November 27, 1875 the Oregonian 

reported: “Still improving. General Howard received a letter a few 

days since from Captain Sladen who is still confined at the post at 

Walla Walla on account of the recent amputation of his leg the letter is a very encouraging one. 

The writer states that he is still improving, though not so rapidly as he could hope for, and will 

soon be sufficiently strong to hobble around with the aid of a crutch. He is regarded as past any 

danger and his condition is such as to permit of his removal to this City. However, his physician, 

Dr. Alder, thinks it best to delay his removal here to the latest possible day. Captain Sladen will 

doubtless reach here in the course of a few weeks unless some unforeseen accident should occur 

to prevent it. His many friends will be gratified to learn of his assured recovery.”14 Sladen and his 

wife had three children under the age of eight at this time. Less than a year later, on August 16, 

1876 while traveling to Astoria on the steamer John L. Stephens, Sladen fell and broke his right 

leg again, this time above the knee...15 As the newspaper reported. “It is feared that Captain 

Sladen‘s leg will have to undergo another amputation, from his accident at Astoria last week.”16  

Sladen continued as General Howard’s adjutant during the Nez Perce campaign of 1877 and 

the Bannock campaign of 1878. Lieutenant C.E.S. Wood was Howard’s aide de camp in the Nez 

Perce campaigns and it was Lieutenant Wood who took down 

Chief Joseph’s surrender speech, one of the most famous 

examples of Native American oratory, at Bear’s Paw 

Mountain. In the first half of 1879, both Wood and Sladen were 

in eastern Washington Territory during negotiations with Chief 

Moses and the Sinkiuse-Columbia (Interior Salish) Indians. 

During the trip, the multitalented Lieutenant Wood carried a 

sketchbook, making detailed drawings and watercolors of the 

landscape and many of the chiefs he encountered. He even 

captured his sleeping comrade Captain Sladen, renaming him 

“In His Great Sleep” for the purposes of his sketchbook.  

 
13 Sunday Morning Oregonian Oct. 24, 1875 
14 Morning Oregonian Sat. Nov. 27, 1875 
15 Joseph Alton Sladen and his House of Stories By Adair Law 
16 The Oregon Cultivator Thur. August 24, 1876. 

Dr. Elisha Bailey Army Surgeon 

 Oregon Freemason – Portland No.55 
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In February of 1878 Capt. Sladen accompanied Gen. Howard to Washington D.C., but soon 

returned to Oregon. On Monday August 26, 1878 a Council was held at the Umatilla Agency to 

make a peace settlement with the Indians. The Army was represented by Gen Howard, Capt. 

Sladen and Lt Wood, among others, the State of Oregon by Gov. Stephen Chadwick, Gen. Gates, 

Gen. Kunzie, and Col. Miller; the Indians by Howlish Wampo, Winnepsnoot and Homley, 

Hiachana, Stock and Walsack. There were some 400 settlers and 300 Indians also in 

attendance.17 On February 21, 1879 the Morning Oregonian reported that Capt. Sladen had 

succeeded Maj. Nackerson as Adjutant General of this Military Department. 

“In October 1879, at the end of a two-year around the world trip, former President and General 

Ulysses S. Grant and his wife, Julia, traveled from China to San Francisco and then on to Oregon. 

General Grant was stationed at Fort Vancouver from 

September 1852 to September 1853. General Howard, 

Captain Sladen, and Lieutenant Wood traveled to 

Astoria to greet them, where General Grant came 

ashore and addressed the crowd. His ship the St. Paul 

continued on to Fort Vancouver and the next day on to 

Portland where it was caught up in the sandy shoals off 

Swan Island and needed two ships to help set it free. 

According to the October 15, 1879 Oregonian, 

General Grant took the opportunity to joke with his 

wife, who was an uneasy water traveler, “Julia, you 

ought to be satisfied now, we’ve gone to the bottom at 

last.” Following Grants departure, Capt. Sladen was sent on assignment to San Francisco. He left 

on November 13, 1879 on the “State of California” escorting five military convicts sentenced to 

Alcatraz, and also one insane soldier going to the asylum in Stockton. He returned on November 

21, 1879 after completing his mission.18 

The Seattle Post Intelligencer reported on February 21, 1880 that Gen. Howard and Capt. 

Sladen had left for Washington D.C. to testify before the Senate Committee. Leaving Washington 

on March 20, 1880, they headed home by way of the Isthmus. They arrived home on the “Elder” 

on April 29, 1880.19 On December 30, 1880 the Vancouver Independent announced that the 

families of Gen. Howard, Capt. Sladen and Lt. Wood, would be leaving Vancouver for Portland, 

and then on to San Francisco, in route to West Point, in New York. Capt. Sladen and Lt. Wood 

stayed behind to close their affairs. On January 6, 1881 they sold the furniture from their houses 

at the Government dock. Gen. Howard returned from West Point to retain his personal staff. At 

this time Joseph is listed as a 1st Lt. He was a Captain since 1875, but this was a brevet. In the 

Regular Army he was a 1st Lt. until he was officially made a regular Army Captain on June 15, 

1888. 

“In 1881 Sladen, Wood, and their families followed General Howard to his new posting as 

superintendent of West Point. Wood attended law school at Columbia University, left the army, 

and returned to Portland where he became an important cultural and legal figure. Captain Sladen 

accompanied Howard to the Department of The Platte in Omaha, Nebraska. Sladen was detached 

from Brigadier General Howard’s staff in 1885 and assigned to Fort Vancouver in Washington 

 
17 Albany Democrat Fri. Aug. 30, 1878 Gov. Chadwick, Gen. Kunzie and Col. Miller of the Militia were all Freemasons 
18 Vancouver Independent Nov. 13 and Nov. 27, 1879 
19 Vancouver Independent Apr. 1 and Apr. 29, 1880 
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Territory. General Howard wrote to his friend that he would remember their “marches, battles, 

inspections, day and night toilings, helpfulness in trouble, sympathy in pain, joy in triumph, 

chagrin at false friends, and loyal service to the country…so much that my heart swells as I think 

that I am growing old and need you still so much.”  

20 

Captain Sladen remained with the army until he retired in April 8, 1889. He moved to 

Northwest Portland. In 1890 he was general manager for Aetna Life Insurance Company and in 

1891 he was a Special Agent for the Columbia Fire and Marine Insurance Co. in Portland. The 

year 1891 also finds him on the Board of Directors for the Savings Bank of the Northwest Loan 

and Trust Co.  

21 

 
20 Polk’s Portland City Directory 1890 
21 Polk’s Portland City Directory 1891 
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22 

23 

 
22 Polk’s Portland City Directory 1891 - J.A. Sladen Director 
23 Polk’s Portland City Directory 1892 
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24 

 
24 Polk’s Portland City Directory 1893 
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In 1892 Joseph was a Special Agent for the German American Insurance Company, which 

appears to have associated with the Columbia Fire and Marine Co. He continued on with the 

German American Insurance Co. until 1894. In the year 1893 Capt. Joseph A. Sladen, M.A., was 

Professor of Military Science at the Bishop Scott Academy on 19th St. between Couch and Everett. 

In 1894, he accepted a job as Clerk of the U.S. Circuit Court, District of Oregon in Portland, based 

at what is now called the Pioneer Courthouse. He served in Judge Gilberts Court for 12 years. He 

was a U.S. Commissioner from 1895 to 1897. 

Over thirty years after the actual event, 

in July 1895, Captain Sladen received a 

medal for distinguished gallantry in action 

from his days as a young private in the 33rd 

Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteers. A 

reporter for the Oregonian noted that the 

medal was “a five-pointed star, of bronze, of 

no intrinsic value, but all the more highly 

prized on that account, like the Iron Cross of 

Germany. On the face is a figure of Liberty 

repelling treason and on the reverse is 

inscribed: The Congress to Captain Joseph 

A. Sladen, USA for gallantry at Resaca, Ga., May 14, 1864.” 

Captain Sladen was very pleased to receive it. 

 

 

Joseph, wife Martha and their youngest child, Frank—moved into their newly completed 

home at NW 22nd and Flanders in 1897. Sladen hired the architects William Marcy Whidden and 

Ion Lewis to design the home. Whidden and Lewis formed their partnership in 1889 and no other 

architectural firm put such a strong stamp on Portland between 1890 and 1920. Their private and 

public buildings include Portland City Hall (1905), the Multnomah County Courthouse (1911 and 

1914 addition), the Arlington Club (1909) and numerous residential projects around the city. The 

Sladen house was a stately, but not huge, two-story home with a parlor that looked out over what 
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became a lovely garden. In that now busy and built-up portion of Portland, it is hard to believe that 

the Sladens enjoyed a quiet, almost lonely corner there for several years.  

 

 
Captain Sladen served as clerk of the court from 1894 to 1908. When he received news that 

President Theodore Roosevelt had recommended his promotion on the retired list from captain to 

major, he tendered his resignation immediately and G.H. Marsh took his place. Captain Sladen 

remained active in a range of volunteer organizations, including Boys and Girls Aid Society, 

Scottish Rite Masons, Grand Army of the Republic, and the June 1909 Northern Baptist 

Convention in Portland. In July 1909, the Sladens went to stay in a Gearhart cottage on the Oregon 

Coast for several weeks. Dr. Roy A. Miles Collins and his wife Kate served as caretakers while 

they were away. The Collinses had married three months earlier in Honolulu. Dr. Collins’ had an 
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earlier marriage that ended when his wife, the former Norah Lang (described as a chorus girl from 

Iowa) eloped with Vigo Holstein von Rathlou (who claimed he was a Danish count) in July 1908. 

The Collinses were in the basement packing up their belongings on the morning of July 24, since 

the Sladens were expected back that evening. Kate thought Roy was still 

in love with his first wife, who had returned to Portland. Their 

conversation turned to separation and then divorce. Kate grabbed Roy’s 

gun in an attempt to take her life. He got in the way, she shot him, and 

he died in her arms. Kate Collins was acquitted of murder by the jury in 

90 minutes on the grounds of insanity on October 14, 1909. Captain 

Joseph Sladen died of a heart attack on January 25, 1911. He and his wife 

Martha were eventually laid to rest at U.S. Military Academy Post 

Cemetery in West Point, New York, where their son Fred Winchester 

Sladen served as Superintendent of the U.S. Military Academy, from 

1922 to 1926, following General Douglas MacArthur in that position. 

Major General Fred W. Sladen retired in 1931. As for the Sladen House, 

it remains, stately and surrounded by sumptuous landscaping at the 

southwest corner of Northwest 22nd and Flanders in Portland.25 

  

  

 
25 Joseph Alton Sladen and his House of Stories By Adair Law 
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Masonic History 

Our brother’s attention was particularly drawn to Masonry by incidents that occurred, while 

with the Army in Georgia and South Carolina. He noticed that there seemed to be a better 

understanding among the Southern, than among the Northern men as the Masonry was more 

generally defined among them, and was impressed by the following incidents. Entering a small 

town at the head of his troop, he noticed an old man making a sign to him, which he was unable 

to recognize, but suppose must refer to some secret order. Approaching the old man he informed 

him he was not a Mason and asked what he could do for him. The reply was, protection for the 

Lodge and property of Masons, which was readily given. Shortly after the command entered 

another town, a brother Officer was asked to extend protection to the Lodge and Masons 

families, and a guard was immediately set over the property as requested, although Bro. Sladen 

was unaware that his friend was a Mason. He also noticed in several private houses, there would 

be some Masonic symbol displayed or Masonic diploma hanging on the wall, and noticed his 

brother officers always seemed to see and understand them, without admitting the fact that they 

were Masons themselves, and always rendered any service they consistently could. Bro. Sladen 

determined that if he ever got back, he would endeavor to become a member of the Order. On his 

return to Washington in 1866 he was enabled to make application to B. B. French Lodge No. 

15.26 He was Initiated September 17, 1866, Passed October 15 and Raised a Master Mason in 

B.B. French Lodge #15 at Washington D.C. on November 24, 1866.27 In 1879 he demitted from 

this Lodge, being a petitioner for a Dispensation for Mount Hood Lodge No. 32, at Vancouver, 

Washington. 

On the 3rd day of May, 1879, eight Master Masons met to discuss chartering a new Lodge in 

Vancouver, Washington. Among them were two members of the Portland Scottish Rite, Knight 

Commander Capt. Henry C. Morrice a clerk in the Quartermaster department and Capt. Joseph 

Sladen, who was coroneted 33º in 1904. On motion Bro. Sladen was chosen Chairman and Bro. 

Morrice Secretary. After choosing a name, Mount Hood, Bro. Morrice was chosen the first 

Worshipful Master under dispensation. “On May 7, 1879, the Grand Master (of Washington 

Territory) received a petition for a dispensation for another Lodge at Vancouver. The application 

 
26 Seth Pope’s Journal of the Oregon Scottish Rite, Aug. 1904 
27 Portland Scottish Rite Photo album and Index of members 
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was refused, as was a similar one from the same brethren made to the Grand Lodge the following 

month, because most of the petitioners were affiliated in other States. But on August 2d of the 

same year, the brethren having properly qualified themselves, Grand Master Lacy granted them 

authority to open Mount Hood Lodge. The first returns from this Lodge showed but eleven 

members, of whom two had been Raised and one affiliated while under dispensation.”   

The Lodge petitioned for a Charter on May 8, 1880 and it was granted on June 4, 1880. Joseph 

A. Sladen was the first elected Master under the new Charter. This Lodge had a strong military 

presence, so much so that a few of the civilian members ended up withdrawing. After his term as 

Master Bro. Sladen went East to take his post at West Point, but several years later he returned 

and was elected Master for 1887 and 1888.  Bro. Sladen remained a member of this Lodge for 

the rest of his life. 

In 1896 to 1898 our Brother received the several degrees of the A. and A. Scottish Rite in 

the bodies stationed at Portland Oregon, and for several years has been one of the working 

members in the various degrees.28 He received the Scottish Rite degrees in Portland, 4° - 14° 

June 2, 1896, 18° September 15, 1896, 30° September 28, 1897 and the 32° March 24, 1898. He 

was appointed Master of Ceremonies for the Multnomah Council of Kadosh from 1900 to 1903. 

He was elected K.C.C.H. on October 22, 1901. “He was elected Inspector General Honorary 33° 

on October 20, 1903 and was Coroneted 33° in Portland January 25, 1904, by Ill. Pratt active. 

Present Malcolm, McCracken, Whitehouse, Cook, Clark, Chance, Taylor, Mayer, McKay, 

Simon, Pope.”29 He was Coroneted with M. C. George and H. L. Pittock. In 1904 the Portland 

Directory showed him as the Senior Warden for Ainsworth Chapter of Rose Croix. Joseph joined 

Al Kader Shrine on January 20, 1900.                              

 

 

He died at his residence 722 Flanders St. in Portland, Oregon January 25, 1911 aged 69 

years 9 months 16 days. Interment at Riverview Cemetery. 

 

  

 
28 Seth Pope’s Journal of the Oregon Scottish Rite, Aug. 1904 
29 Ibid 
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“Major Joseph A. Sladen, 

hero and veteran of the Civil 

War and a resident of 

Portland for the past 23 

years, died at 4:30 o’clock 

this morning at his residence, 

722 Flanders street, after a 

short illness, his death being 

caused by angina pectoris. 

While he had been ailing for 

several years, the disease 

became acute a week ago and 

he was unable to rally…The 

funeral services will be held at the Flanders street home next Friday. The interment will be private. 

Major Sladen was survived by his widow, who was Miss Mattie Winchester of Lowell, Mass., and 

whom he married there in 1866; his sons, Captain Fred W. Sladen, 14th Infantry, commandant of 

cadets at West Point; H.S. Sladen, manager of the Kansas Gas and Electric company, Wichita, 

Kansas; Dr. F.J. Sladen, resident physician Johns Hopkins hospital Baltimore,, Md.; a daughter 

Mrs. John J. Bradley of the 14th Infantry, stationed at Fort Harris, Montana.”30 

 

“The will of Major Joseph Sladen, who died January 25, was filed this morning in the county 

court. The value of the estate is $44,000 and the widow and Harry Sladen are named executors 

without bonds. The estate is left to the window, except a few personal bequests. Besides Mrs. 

Sladen, four children survive. They are Fred, Harry and Frank Sladen, and Caroline L Sladen 

Bradley. Major Sladen bequeathed his medical books and War commissions to Fred Sladen, his 

West Point Cadet registers to Frank Sladen, and the other books of historical value to Harry Sladen. 

At the death of the widow of the estate reverts to the children.”31  

 

Legacy of Service 

Joseph A. Sladen’s Children: 
Major General Fred Winchester Sladen: West Point. 1890: Spanish-American War; Philippine 

Insurrection; World War I, commanding general of the Armed Forces. Army of Occupation; 

Commandant of cadets and superintendent U.S. Military Academy. 

Caroline Louise Sladen: married John Jewsbury Bradley, West Point, 1891. Bradley, who served 

on General Pershing's staff in World War I, rose to brigadier general before retiring, when he 

entered Columbia Law School. He entered the New York State Bar at the age of seventy. 

Harry Stinson Sladen: U.S. Army Transport Services on the “Hancock” 1900, Electrical 

Engineer, Manager of the Kansas Gas and Electric Co. Wichita, Kansas. 

Captain Frank J. Sladen: staff physician. Base Hospital, Camp Sherman. Ohio; physician-in-

chief, Henry Ford Hospital. Detroit, Michigan.  

 

 

 
30 Oregon Daily Journal Wed. Jan. 25, 1911 
31 Oregon Daily Journal Thur. Feb. 2, 1911 
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Grandchildren: 

Brigadier General Fred W. Sladen, Jr.: West Point, 1929; served in the North African and 

European campaigns of World War II; commanding general of Camp Desert Rock, Nevada, 

during the conducting of the nuclear test there. 

Major General Joseph Sladen Bradley: earned two stars for infantry service in the Pacific in 

World War II; executive officer in Borneo (Buna); presented Army budget yearly to Congress. 

1945-47. 

Frances Bradley: married Brigadier General William Eldredge Chickering, who served as aide-

dc-camp to General Fred W. Sladen in Koblenz, Germany, United States Headquarters of the 

Army of Occupation and as chief of the Army Postal Service, World War II. 

John J. Bradley, Jr.: enlisted U.S. Army, World War I  

Elizabeth M. Sladen: enlisted, corporal. Women's Army Corps. World War II. 

Frank J. Sladen, Jr.: enlisted, private first class, 100th Infantry Division. European Theater, 

World War II. 

Catherine Martha Sladen: married Lieutenant Colonel Rowland L. Hall, 1st Marine 

Division/3rd Marine Division in Tanks, World War II. Pacific Theater. 

Inin Andrus Sladen: married Lieutenant John H. Wardwell, U.S. Navy, Naval Ordinance, 

engineering star shells for naval vessels. 
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Great Grandchildren: 

  J. Sladen Bradley, Jr.: enlisted U.S. Army, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Susan Bradley: married Lt. Col. J. M. Stephens, Jr., U.S. Army. European Theater.  

Captain William E. Chickering, Jr.: 9th Tactical Air Force European Theater, WWII. 

Lieutenant Colonel John B. Chickering: West Point. 1945; U.S. Air Force; earned a law 

degree, and later became a judge. 

Pat Sladen: married Colonel James Crow, who enlisted and served in the U.S. Army, 63rd 

Division, European Theater, World War II; West Point, 1952; Korean and Vietnam Wars, 2nd 

Infantry Division; and as aide-de-camp to General Paul Freeman. Jr. commandant. West Point 

Prep School at Ft. Belvoir. Virginia, and U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy at Ft. Riley, 

Kansas.32 

 

 
32 Making Peace with Cochise introduction and preface. 


