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BERRYMAN JENNINGS 

First Grand Master of Masons in Oregon 

By Frank Knoll, 1949 

with additions by Michael D. Robinson  

Grand Historian of Oregon 2020 

 

Berryman Jennings was born in Jessamine County, Kentucky, June 16, 1807.  

The beginning of the nineteenth century in America was analogous to our present time in that it was a 

time of great changes. The Revolution had been fought and won, the Constitution had been adopted and 

we as a people were committed to the greatest experiment in human governments that the history of man 

has ever known. Washington had laid down his high office a short eleven years before and had closed his 

earthly career (Dec. 14, 1799) only sixteen days before the new century was born. The frontier was on the 

banks of the Mississippi, much territory beyond being held from settlement by treaty with the Indians. 

The economic condition was deplorable, transportation was almost nonexistent, jobs were scarce, industry 

struggling for existence, and commerce almost wholly disrupted. In fact, the country was experiencing a 

real depression, only the term for it was "hard times", caused by the great sacrifices necessary to winning 

the war and establishing the peace. Such times as these provide the incentive to independent men to better 

their conditions at any cost. The urge to move, to build, to find a place where they can live their lives in 

greater security is irresistible and the Jennings family were no exception.  

So begins the story of Berryman Jennings written by Brother Frank Knoll in 1949 and published by 

Research Lodge #198, in 1982, Volume 4, pages 358-387. Brother Knoll went on to say that little was 

known concerning the parentage and early years of Berryman Jennings life. Some of that has been 

uncovered and is now included herein. 
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Ancestry of Berryman Jennings 
The family of Berryman Jennings can be traced back to Robert Jennes and his wife Ellen Beard. Robert 

was born in about 1500 in Birmingham, Warwick, England. They had a son William born in 1535, who 

had a son John in 1579. John Jennings III was born April 19, 1640 in St. Martins Parish, Birmingham, 

England. His father, John II died in 1650, and soon after John III came to Virginia. He married Margaret 

Payne of Rappahannock, Virginia. Their son William was born about 1669, and his father, John III, died 

soon after. William’s mother Margaret died when he was about 15. William Jennings married Mary 

Willoughby and settled in Lunenburg, Richmond, Virginia, where they had a son named Augustine 

Daniel Jennings, born on September 24, 1714. Augustine married Hannah Williams and their son 

Berryman Jennings was born in about 1757 in Prince William, Virginia. Augustine was a Captain in the 

Colonial Militia, and was later known as Major Gus. His son William was a Captain during the 

Revolution and William’s brothers also served; including Berryman Jennings who enlisted May 25, 1778 

in the Virginia Militia under T. Bronaugh. Berryman married Sarah Duff, who was 16, on September 28, 

1779 in Fauquier County, Virginia. However, their first child, a son named Thomas was born March, 27, 

1779 in Spotsylvania, Virginia, when the mother was still an unwed 15-year-old. Berryman Jennings died 

in 1782 at Guilford Courthouse in North Carolina. The question occurs as to whether this is an error and 

he died at the Revolutionary War battle there in 1781, or if he was there a year later for some other 

reason. Whatever the case, if accurate this left 19-year-old Sarah and her two infants to fend for 

themselves. Thomas made his way to Jessamine County, Kentucky where he married Jane P. Zimmerman 

on January 30. 1806. To this union was born our subject, Berryman Jennings. Jane had come to Fayette 

County, Kentucky with her family from Culpepper, Virginia. Her father died there in 1804 and her 

mother remarried after going to Jessamine County in 1807. By that time 17-year-old Jane had married 27-

year-old Thomas Jennings, and they had their first child, our Brother Berryman Jennings in 1807. The 

Jennings family remained in Jessamine County for the next five years, before going to Mercer County, 

Kentucky. 

The School Teacher 
 In 1826 Berryman went to Commerce, a small town in Illinois, on the east bank of the Mississippi River 

which became famous as the Mormon city of Nauvoo. There was a settlement on the west side of the river 

in the " Half Breed " tract where Dr. Isaac Galland, an educated man, lived with his family, where the 

town of Nashville stands. Thomas Jennings took his family to Warren County and later to neighboring 

Knox County, Illinois; settling in Galesburg. Within a couple years Berryman crossed the Mississippi into 

Iowa. This is now Lee County, but at the time was Indian territory. Here, within sight of the barracks at 

Fort Montrose, near what is today Keokuk, Berryman Jennings taught at the first school in Iowa during 

the fall of 1830, October to December.1 “The population within these limits was estimated to be 13,014 of 

the population of seven million of the United States at that time. Dr. Garland, under whom Brother 

Jennings studied medicine, hired him to teach this school.”2 “This school was on the west bank of the 

Mississippi River, about where the town of Galland now stands. The Indians called the place Ahwipetuk. 

This meant the head of the rapids.”3 “Galland, a small village on the Mississippi River in Montrose Twp., 

was first known as Nashville. It is here that Dr. Isaac Galland located in 1829 and opened a Trading 

House. This was before the white man moved into the area, it was populated by the Indians… The first 

teacher was Berryman Jennings, for his teachers pay he was allowed to study Dr. Galland's medical 

books. He also received free room and board.4 The first school was 10 x 12 made of logs and mudded to 

 
1 The Gazette Cedar Rapids, Iowa Wed. Sept. 26, 1888 
2 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon June 12, 1889 page 23 
3 Stories of Iowa, http://iagenweb.org/history/soi/soi28.htm 
4 Galland (Nashville) 1829-1913 by Don Wagner of Montrose 
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keep out the weather. The roof was clapboard, weighted down with cross poles. The floor of the school 

was puncheon or split logs. Directly opposite of the door was a fireplace made of packed clay. On each 

side of the building a section of logs were left out. These open places, windows, were covered with oiled 

paper to let in the light. The furniture was split log seats. Under the windows were stout wooden pins, 

driven into holes. This provided support for a wide board, smoothed on the top, to serve as a writing desk. 

The student had to stand to do their work or furnish their own stools. The first term of school lasted 

through October, November and December of 1830.”5 

 
First school House in Iowa on the west bank of the Mississippi 

 Theodore S. Parvin, was a Master Mason, and was present at the Raising of 

Berryman Jennings in 1845. “T. S. Parvin came to Iowa as a handicapped 

young man, and became one of the best-known Masons in the world. He was 

the first Mason in Iowa to hold the office of Grand Secretary, Grand High 

Priest, Grand Master of the Council, Grand Commander, and Grand Recorder 

of the Grand Encampment (National). As founder of the Iowa Masonic 

Library and the State Library of Iowa, he left his mark on both Freemasonry 

and his adopted state. He was one of the founders of the Iowa State 

Education Association and served as its president.6 In the “Annals of Iowa, 

Vol. III” can be found a work by Prof. Parvin “The Early Schools and 

Teachers of Iowa”. The Professor was instrumental in making sure Bro. 

Jennings was given the proper credit as the first school teacher in Iowa. 

MWB Parvin, Past Grand Master of Iowa in 1852, wrote Berryman Jennings concerning the matter; a 

reply to which was sent in November of 1884. 

OREGON CITY, November 28, 1884. 

          T. S. PARVIN, P. G. M., Iowa City, Iowa. 

     Dear Sir and Brother: — Your letter of January 7th asking whether Berryman, rather than Benjamin 

Jennings, taught school in Lee County, Iowa, in 1830, was received. I could not use the pen then, nor can 

I now, but will try with a pencil to reply. I was residing on the Half Breed Tract, now part of Lee County 

in 1830. Dr. Garland7 an eminent physician and citizen lived six miles above the present site of Keokuk 

on the Mississippi river, near where resided several American citizens who had children of a school age. 

 
5 History of Iowa Vol. 4, by Benjamin T. Gue. 
6 Iowa York Rite Honors, https://iayrhonors.blogspot.com/ 
7 54 years later Jennings was mistaken the name was Galland. 

MWB Theodore S. Parvin 
1817-1901 
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The doctor prevailed upon me to teach a three month's school. Dr. Garland furnished room, fuel, 

furniture, and board in his family. While teaching he gave me the use of his medical books (with which he 

was well supplied) to read and after school I continued to read them till mid-summer of 1831, when I was 

taken sick. Convalescing, I returned to my father in Warren County, Ill. 

     This school room was, as all other buildings in that new country, a log cabin built of round logs or 

poles notched close, and mudded for comfort. Logs cut out for doors and windows, and also fire-places. 

The jamb-back of the fire-places was of packed dry dirt, the chimney topped out with sticks and mud. The 

cabin, like all others of that day, was covered with clapboards, weighted down with cross poles. This was 

to economize time and nails which were scarce and far between. There were no stoves in those days and 

the fire-place was used for cooking as well as comfort. You mention Capt. Campbell, who went with his 

father to Iowa in 1830. I remember an Isaac R. Campbell, who went from near Nauvoo, Ill., to Iowa in 

1830. I can hardly realize that the lad Campbell (a son of the former) whom I then knew and who would 

now be sixty years old, is still a resident there. I would like to relate many incidents of the early 

settlement of that county, but fear I might make mistakes, as some others have done. 

     Dr. Ross, whom I knew well, made some mistakes8 Capt. Campbell's mistake in my name is easily 

accounted for. I usually sign my name "B." I do not remember the names of the pupils of my school9  or 

of my patrons, but I do remember that I taught. school in Iowa in;1830 and that it was the first school 

taught north of Missouri and west of the Mississippi river—a very large school district extending to 

Canada on the north and the Pacific Ocean on the west, where there are now some thirteen or more states 

and territories. What a growth in fifty-five years! About thirty years ago I met Dr. Garland in Sacramento, 

Cal., tottering with old age. Some say he was buried near Sacramento with no stone to mark his grave, 

others that he died at Ft. Madison. I don't know.10 Thus one after another of the old settlers pass away and 

are soon forgotten. 

     Your Annals of Iowa will perpetuate the names and services of some of them for the benefit of future 

historians.11 

          With fraternal regards, etc. 

          BERRYMAN JENNINGS.12 

 After being used as a school for a number 

of years, the building was converted into a 

kitchen for use by a pioneer family. Still 

later it was used to shelter livestock until it 

was eventually used for firewood. Today an 

even smaller building stands in Galland as 

a replica of the First School in Iowa. 

 

 

 

 

 
8 . T.S.P.: He refers to his address read at the semi-centennial celebration of the settlement of Iowa, at Burlington in 
1883. Dr. Ross, whom we also knew well, was the first postmaster in Iowa, at Burlington in 1834, and also furnished a 
room in his house for the first school in Burlington in 1834, taught by Zadoc C. Ingraham, who died in Missouri the 
past winter. His son, Mr. I., is now a citizen of Burlington. Dr. Ross died at Lovilia, Iowa, also this last winter. 
9 T.S.P.: Bro. Jennings is quite old, over eighty years and quite feeble 
10 T.S.P.: We do, he died at Ft. Madison in 1858, where he had first located in 1828. 
11 T.S.P.: I had sent him the periodical published by the State Historical Society 
12 Iowa Historical Record Quarterly, Vol. V. Jan., 1889. No. 1. WHO TAUGHT "THE FIRST SCHOOL IN IOWA, 
AND WHEN AND WHERE?" BY T. S. PARVIN. 
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The Black Hawk War 
The Black Hawk War was a brief conflict between the United States and 

Native Americans led by Black Hawk, a Sauk leader. The war erupted 

soon after Black Hawk and a group of Sauks, Meskwakis, and Kickapoos, 

known as the "British Band", crossed the Mississippi River, into the U.S. 

state of Illinois, from Iowa Indian Territory in April 1832. Black Hawk's 

motives were ambiguous, but he was apparently hoping to avoid 

bloodshed while resettling on tribal land that had been colonized by the 

United States in the disputed 1804 Treaty of St. Louis. 

U.S. officials, convinced that the British Band was hostile, mobilized a 

frontier militia and opened fire on a delegation from the Native Americans 

on May 14, 1832. Black Hawk responded by successfully attacking the 

militia at the Battle of Stillman's Run. He led his band to a secure location 

in what is now southern Wisconsin and was pursued by U.S. forces. 

Meanwhile, other Native Americans conducted raids against forts and 

colonies largely unprotected with the absence of the militia. Some Ho-Chunk and Potawatomi warriors 

with grievances against white Americans took part in these raids, although most tribe members tried to 

avoid the conflict. The Menominee and Dakota tribes, already at odds with the Sauks and Meskwakis, 

supported the United States. 

The Black Hawk War resulted in the deaths of 77 white settlers, militiamen, and regular soldiers.[2] This 

figure does not include the deaths from cholera suffered by the relief force under General Winfield Scott. 

Estimates of how many members of the British Band died during the conflict range from about 450 to 

600, or about half of the 1,100 people who entered Illinois with Black Hawk in 1832.[167] 

A number of American men with political ambitions fought in the Black Hawk War. At least seven future 

U.S. Senators took part, as did four future Illinois governors; future governors of Michigan, Nebraska, 

and the Wisconsin Territory; and one future U.S. president.[168] The Black Hawk War demonstrated to 

American officials the need for mounted troops to fight a mounted foe. During the war, the U.S. Army did 

not have cavalry; the only mounted soldiers were part-time volunteers. After the war, Congress created 

the Mounted Ranger Battalion under the command of Henry Dodge, which was expanded to the 1st 

Cavalry Regiment in 1833.13 In 1831 Berryman Jennings went back into Illinois as trouble was brewing 

with Black Hawk and the Indians. Berryman enlisted as a private in Captain W. McMurtry’s Company of 

Bogarts Brigade. He entered into service at Gum’s Fort, Knox County, Illinois. Members of the Gum 

family lived neat his father. Jennings later was a private in Captain Ferguson’s Company, Illinois 

Volunteer Militia Infantry for the Sac and Fox War. 

     

 
13 Black Hawk War Wikipedia 

Chief Black Hawk 
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As the local tribes pushed back against the taking of their lands in Illinois, squatters like Dr. Galland were 

moving into Indian Territory in Iowa. After the war, those lands across the river were opened up to 

settlement. “In 1832, the land being then opened for settlement, Jennings, in company with five or six 

others, took up claims which were sold in 1835 to form the townsite of what is now Fort Madison.”14 

Berryman practiced Medicine for a time before going into Merchandising. Some records say that he 

married Lucinda White in 1833, but records in Hancock County, Illinois showed Berryman married 

Massey Doolittle on October 30, 1836. The death of Mrs. Jennings in 1847 calls her Massa White, and to 

add to the confusion the Oregon Secretary of State records show Berryman married Lucinda White in 

Warren County, Illinois. The date included May 6, 1830 is suspect as that would make her about 14. It 

suggests that young Lucinda “Massey” White married a Doolittle before marrying Berryman Jennings. 

We also find Lucinda’s brother Samuel Simpson White buying property with Amzi Doolittle in 1840, so 

we know there was a connection between those families. Her first child was named Edward Thomas 

Jennings after his two grandfathers, Thomas Jennings and Edward White. Edward T. Jennings was born 

September 26, 1837 in Illinois aligning nicely with the 1836 marriage date. Edward was later a School 

Teacher in Marshfield, Oregon. We are assured Berryman married a daughter of Edward White and sister 

of Samuel Simpson White. Samuel S. White was also married Berryman’s sister Huldah Jennings. 

On July 2nd, 1836, a few months before his marriage Berryman Jennings bought a lot in the newly formed 

town of Burlington, containing about 1/6 of an acre. It was approved and he owned it free and clear on 

March 3, 1837. 

 

 
14 Berryman Jennings, First Grand Master of Masons in Oregon, by Frank Knoll 
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On September 25, 1838 Berryman made a purchase of three parcels of land in Illinois; 12.22 acres at $30 

per acre, 31 acres at $34 per acre and 40 acres at $10 per acre. That was just over 83 acres for $1,820. In 

1842 he appeared on the tax list for Nauvoo, Illinois. Berryman was working both sides of the river, but 

he settled in Burlington 

We return to Brother Knoll’s narrative: 

Masonry 
It is here that he first saw the light of Masonry, as in Burlington was the first Lodge in Iowa. In the 

formation of the Grand Lodge of Iowa this Lodge was designated Des Moines Lodge No. 1. Here on 

August 18, 1845, he was initiated as an Entered Apprentice Mason, with Oliver Cock, Iowa's first Grand 

Master, acting as Worshipful Master. The records of this old Lodge show that he was raised a Master 

Mason on November 8, 1845, and that in January 1846 he was then the Senior Steward. 

15 

It is here that he first saw the light of Masonry, as in Burlington was the first Lodge in Iowa. In the 

formation of the Grand Lodge of Iowa this Lodge was designated Des Moines Lodge No. 1. Here on 

August 18, 1845, he was initiated as an Entered Apprentice Mason, with Oliver Cock, Iowa's first Grand 

Master, acting as Worshipful Master. The records of this old Lodge show that he was raised a Master 

Mason on November 8, 1845, and that in January 1846 he was then the Senior Steward. On October 12, 

1846, he was made a Royal Arch Mason in Iowa Chapter No. 1 at Burlington. This membership he 

transferred in 1856 to Multnomah Chapter No. 1 at Salem, Oregon, becoming a charter member of that 

body. In 1855 he received the Order of the Temple in Sacramento Commandery No. 2, K. T., at 

Sacramento, California, completing the list of his Masonic degrees. It was in 1846 that Brother Jennings 

turned his eyes westward to the Pacific Coast. The "Mountain Men," traders and trappers, whose 

adventurous spirit had driven them far beyond the then frontier of Illinois and Missouri, brought back 

 
15 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Iowa 1846. He was a visitor at the Grand Lodge Session on Jan. 7, 1846 MDR 
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wonderful stories of a land farther west where the grass grew green the year around and where broad 

lands could be had for the taking and where freeze-outs and drouths were unknown. Politics, national and 

international, had their influence for England wanted this great land where their Hudson's Bay Company 

had already taken millions in furs. The boundary controversy became so tense that in 1844 Polk was 

elected on a platform slogan of "54-40 or fight." When, in 1846, the Agreement with Great Britain fixing 

the forty-ninth parallel as the boundary of Canada and the United States to the Pacific, the migrations 

which had started in about 1842 reached stupendous proportions. Huge wagon trains streamed across the 

plains from spring to fall of each year. It is hard for us today to comprehend the magnitude of this 

westward trek. It was no gradual infiltration of adjacent territory but civilization on the march, a great 

people fired by the determination to better their condition, packing their few belongings and starting for 

this new land, Oregon, The journey was long, 2,500 miles from the Mississippi, across plain, desert and 

mountain; took between five and six months of the most primitive travel. The hardships were severe, 

suffering and death were frequent and poverty was the portion of each family that made the long 

migration. In the eighteen annual migrations between 1842 and 1859 there were not less than thirty 

thousand deaths on the Oregon Trail west of the Missouri River. Hardship and discouragement did not 

deter these pioneer people and they continued to come in increasing numbers. The high tide of migration 

was reached about 1848 to 1852, however, the stream of immigrants continued to roll in for another ten or 

twelve years. The year 1846 was a memorable one for the settlers already in the Oregon Country. The 

population was less than ten thousand, most of whom were Americans. The boundary dispute was felt at 

close range. Both the United States and Great Britain had sent warships to represent their claims and 

agents to investigate conditions. Meanwhile the opposing nationals were uneasy lest active hostilities 

should break out. The Provincial Government formed in 1843 was becoming an active force under the 

leadership of men who were familiar with and knew the use of the symbolic tools of Masonry. Oregon 

City, population about four hundred, the only incorporated city on the Pacific Coast and situated at the 

falls of the Willamette, became the natural commercial center of this great Territory; and Champoeg, 

located in the fertile valley to the south the agricultural center, Portland was yet to be. San Francisco was 

still a Spanish village (Yerba Buena), which was later to file her townsite plat in Oregon City, as the 

nearest United States Court was located there.  

  
It was on February 5, 1846, in Oregon City that the first issue of the first newspaper published in the 

Oregon Country, the Oregon Spectator, carried the following: This call, the first called meeting of Masons 

on the Pacific Coast, resulted in a petition for a charter for a Masonic Lodge at Oregon City, Oregon 

Territory, to be known as Multnomah Lodge. The request was sent to Missouri in the care of one of the 

guides who was going back to bring out another train of immigrants. The Grand Lodge of Missouri 

granted this charter for Multnomah Lodge and assigned the number 84 of that jurisdiction on October 19, 

1846. Berryman Jennings came to the Northwest with the migration of 1847. The time of his departure 

from Iowa is marked by the fact that he took his demit from Des Moines Lodge No. 1 on May 1, 1847. 

(He started for Oregon on April 15, 1847 and arrived October 14, 1847. He got a Provisional Land Grant 
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on October 23, 1847 in Tuality County, Oregon.)16 Misfortune came to him on the way in the loss of his 

wife, who died near what is now Boise, Idaho, leaving a small son in the father's care. (Massa White, Mrs. 

Berryman Jennings and her infant daughter died in about September or October at the first crossing of the 

Snake River in Idaho. His young son Edward was about 10-years-old.)17 No knowledge is had of 

Berryman's activities for the next few months, but he can be assumed to have settled in Oregon City, for 

he was present and assisted in the first meeting held under charter by Multnomah Lodge. Two years had 

elapsed before the charter for Multnomah Lodge, which was granted by the Grand Lodge of Missouri in 

October, 1846, was delivered to the Brethren at Oregon City on September 11, 1848. This is a memorable 

date for the Masonic Fraternity as this was the first Lodge to open under charter west of the Missouri 

River. Its jurisdiction extended then from the summit of the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Ocean and 

from Canada to Mexico. Immediately upon receipt of the charter, Joseph Hull called the Brethren together 

and at noon of that same day began the work of organization. The meeting was held on the second floor 

of a log store building owned by Brother Dougherty, which was located near the south end of Main Street 

in Oregon City.  

  
Ideal sketch of William Dougherty’s log store 

in which was organized the first Masonic Lodge in Oregon 1848. 

All of the Lodge furnishings were improvised-a rough packing box with one side open served as the 

Altar, the Master's pedestal was a barrel of flour, the Senior Warden's station a barrel of whiskey and the 

Junior Warden's station a barrel of salt pork, the three needing little imagination to represent the Corn, 

Wine and Oil of Masonic tradition. Brother Berryman Jennings installed the officers and probably 

performed the. ceremonies of constituting the Lodge. One can imagine what a great inspiration this first 

meeting of a Masonic Lodge on the Pacific Coast must have been to our pioneer Brothers. It convened at 

noon on September 11, 1848, and lasted for sixteen hours. Not only were the officers installed and the 

Lodge constituted and dedicated to the service of God and humanity, but there being several applications 

for membership on hand, these were acted upon. The ballot was spread for Christopher Taylor, Amos L. 

Lovejoy and Albert E. Wilson and they were duly elected. Taylor and Lovejoy were initiated, and passed 

and raised and Wilson received the first two degrees. Christopher Taylor, being the first Master Mason 

made in this great country west of the Rocky Mountains. This beginning would indicate a quick growth of 

 
16 Oregon Secretary of State Early Oregonian Search, 
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/prs/profile.do?ancRecordNumber=7850 
17 Oregon, Biographical and Other Index Cards. 
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the new Lodge but such was not to be. Gold had been discovered in California on February 23 and the 

news had spread over the country. A few days after the September 11 meeting, fifty covered wagons 

bearing one hundred fifty gold seekers left Oregon City for the gold fields. Many of the members, 

including the Master, Joseph Hull, and, we feel sure, Berryman Jennings, were among this group, for the 

next we hear of Jennings he was in California.  

In the fall of 1849 Samuel S. White wrote a letter to family back in Iowa. In it he revealed the business 

activities of the partnership he had entered into with his brother-in-law Berryman Jennings and Adolphus 

Hanner. The letter was printed in the Iowa newspapers: 

Sacramento City, November 15, 1849. Friend Albright: – Through the hurry and bustle of business, I 

snatch a few moments to write to you. The last time I wrote you was by the first U.S. Mail; I was 

then in Oregon, I left for this place on 15th of May and arrived at this place on the 3rd of July; making 

my second trip by land from Oregon. 

On leaving for Oregon last January, I was a partner with 

Berryman Jennings and Adolphus B. Hanner, who I left in 

the mines but in different sections of the country. A short 

time after I left, Hanner left the mines and commenced 

selling goods in this place; Jennings remained in the mines 

until 1st of February, then returned to this place and 

commenced selling goods, in a small way with Hanner; 

waiting for my return before they would settle permanently 

in business. Immediately on my arrival I was taken sick and 

was for some time unable to advise in business matters, 

during which time we made a permanent partnership for the 

three. Jennings immediately left for San Francisco to 

replenish our stock of goods, but before his return my health 

had so far improved that I had been able to get the run of 

speculation; we sold what goods we had on hand for town 

property, and commenced preparing to build; about this 

time we took in as a partner Geo. W. Bell and started our 

firm Hanner, Jennings & Co., they being most known in 

business and expecting I would return to Oregon soon, Jennings & Hanner had purchased several lots 

in this place previous to my return which had risen much in value when I reached here. Mr. Bell had 

purchased one lot in San Francisco and built a house previous to the co-partnership and had also 

purchased thirty acres of land adjoining the town of Monterey, which with the property purchased by 

the other partners was all put into general stock. Our attention has been partially turned to building 

since the last arrangements. Our monthly rents for buildings is $2,875 and for ground rent $330 

making $3,205 per month, always payable in advance. We have also an interest in two barques of 

about 300 tons burthen each, which we keep running in the Oregon trade; also a schooner of 58 tons 

burthen, running from San Francisco to this city. 

Adolphus B. Hanner is sheriff of this district which makes employment for two of us, Hanna and 

myself, when we are both in the city. The proceeds of the office is at this time about fifteen hundred 

dollars per month. Our fees for serving a proper process in town is $10 and $1 per mile for traveling. 

Samuel Simpson White 1811-1901 
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The mines remain as good as when I wrote you, the Oregon men have done well all summer, and fall; 

their average has been about $50 per day, and many have made over a $100 per day, While at the 

same time the Eastern Gentleman who are afraid to dirty their hands or soil they’re clothes are daily 

returning to the state with the story that the mines have failed, or that it is all a hoax, so it is well 

known that no other class of people have succeeded as well as the Oregon men in mining. This can 

this I can attribute to two causes only, first gold cannot be got without labor and the Oregon men are 

working man, and secondly a man should be acquainted with backwoods fare, to search the 

mountains until he finds a suitable place. 

Merchandise of all kinds is on the rise, the advance has been one hundred percent within the past 

month, it is caused by the great rush to get a winter’s stock to the mines while the roads are passable. 

The winter rain set in about the first of the month though the hauling to the mines is not entirely off 

yet. Sacramento city is one of the most flourishing towns on record; it has even gone ahead of San 

Francisco since it commenced. It’s first improvements were about the first of March last, and now has 

more business done and it then St. Louis had when I left for Oregon. For gambling and drinking 

liquor California beats the world. It is estimated that $20,000 pass owners at the card tables daily; 

more than one half the houses in all the towns are liquor shops and gambling houses. From four to six 

tables may be seen daily engaged in a house from morning till morning, hardly taking time to eat 

their meals. 

Berryman spends the greater portion of his time in San Francisco in attending to the business 

connected with our vessels. I think I of giving my attention to the business of the company for about 

one year then shall settle on my farm in Oregon for life I am with respect yours etc. S.S. White18 

 

Grand Lodge of California 
Thomas Young with several others from New Jersey had secured a dispensation from the Grand Master of 

New Jersey, before leaving for California, to form a Lodge Under Dispensation. Under this authority New 

Jersey Lodge U. D. was opened at Sacramento City December 4, 1849. Brother Jennings affiliated with 

this Lodge and advanced several thousand dollars to aid in the relief work of the Lodge. Probably some of 

this money was used for Lodge affairs, as among the Masonic papers left by Brother Jennings the writer 

has seen the bills for lumber, windows, furniture, ornaments, lights, and jewels. Even the candles and 

sawdust for the floor were included. At the formation of the Grand Lodge of California at Sacramento 

City on April 17, 1850, New Jersey Lodge was unable to take a primary part as it was still under 

dispensation. Berryman Jennings as Senior Warden of this Lodge, however, was given the privilege of 

acting as Senior Grand Deacon in the ceremonies of formation. After the constitution was adopted. New 

Jersey Lodge U.D. was granted a charter under the name of Berryman Lodge No. 4. In the following 

election of Grand Lodge at this session, Brother Jennings was elected Grand Treasurer, making him the 

first Grand Treasurer of the Grand Lodge of California. Brother Jennings resigned this office after about 

three weeks and did not attend the first annual meeting of the Grand Lodge on May 8, 1850. At this 

meeting the name of Berryman Lodge No. 4 was changed to Jennings Lodge No. 4. His absence from the 

session of 1850 is explained by his appearance in Portland, Oregon, at a meeting on June 24, 1850, for the 

purpose of forming a Lodge. On that day fifteen Masons met and petitioned the Grand Lodge of 

 
18 California letter from the Iowa Statesman printed in “The Burlington Hawkeye” Thur. Feb. 7, 1850 
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California for a dispensation, but Jennings was 

not one of the petitioners. This petition resulted 

in the forming of the second Lodge in Oregon, 

the present Willamette Lodge No. 2 of Portland, 

Oregon.  

(At the 2nd semi-annual Communication in 

California, which commenced on Tuesday 

November 26, 1850. Berryman Jennings sat as 

Senior Grand Warden for the opening of the 

session, in the place of Caleb Fenner. The Grand 

Master, J.D. Stevenson was also unable to attend. 

Bro. Jennings was on the committee of 

Credentials and the committee for Charters and 

Dispensations. On November 28th he was put on 

a committee to examine the offer of Bro. Winn to 

donate land in Sacramento City to the Grand 

Lodge. His only condition was that proceeds 

from the land would go to educational purposes. 

His generous donation was accepted. Brother 

Jennings then put forth a motion that the Deputy 

Grand Master be charged with making an 

application to the District Court for a Charter of 

Incorporation. The Deputy Grand Master then 

appointed Brother Jennings a member of the 

committee on Credentials and Foreign 

Correspondence. 

In the spring 1851 we find Brother Jennings as 

Worshipful Master of Jennings Lodge No. 4 in 

California.)19 

He attended the (2nd) annual session of the Grand 

Lodge in May of that year, taking an active part 

in committee work. It is possible that some 

friction developed when he pressed his claim for 

payment on the notes which he held against the 

Jersey Lodge. This Lodge, now Jennings No. 4, 

when pressed for settlement, surrendered its 

charter and, though for some years Brother 

Jennings tried to make collection on the debts 

through the Grand Lodge, he was unsuccessful. 

Before midsummer of 1851, Berryman Jennings 

decided that Oregon was to be his future home. 

He took his demit from Jennings No. 4 of 

California and returned to Oregon City, where he 

affiliated with Multnomah Lodge.  

 
19 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of California Nov. 26-28, 1850 Sacramento City, California pages 35-51 

November 28, 1850 
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Oregon 
Here he established his home, was married to a Mrs. Pope and, for a time, practiced medicine. (Martha 

Hull was born in 1823 in Illinois she married Joseph Pope on March 7, 1844 in Pike, Illinois. Joseph died 

within a couple years. She was married to Berryman Jennings by Rev. James H. Wilber on August 24, 

1850 at the residence of Gen. Morton McCarver.20 Martha was 16 year younger than Berryman. 

Meanwhile back in Knox County, Illinois, Berryman’s father Thomas was living in Galesburg with his 

2nd wife, he was a Farmer with $2,300 Real Estate. Along with his wife there were 3 children named 

Vaughn, possibly grandchildren from his 2nd wife. Thomas died June 26, 1851 and his Will was probated 

July 8, 1851. The property was split between his wife and youngest son Theodore. To his daughter 

Huldah and son Berryman, who had both gone to Oregon he left $1 each.)21 

By 1851 Oregon was beginning to go ahead rapidly as a business and agricultural territory. Unlike 

California with its gold fever, Oregon drew the home makers, the solid citizens whose ambition was to 

build homes and form a stable commonwealth for their posterity. The start was slow, but when the mines 

to the south began to need supplies of food stuffs and lumber, Oregon had a surplus to offer in exchange 

for the gold from California. This called for transportation and gave birth to a ship building industry to 

furnish bottoms for river and coastwise trade. The leading character in this transportation boom was 

Captain John C. Ainsworth, who had received his training on the Mississippi. He came first to San 

Francisco…  

 

(“Lot Whitcomb's plan to build a steamer of his own for his town of Milwaukie was probably born when 

he learned that Astoria was launching the steamboat 'Columbia' to further her shipping facilities. His 

determination to go ahead and construct the vessel was hastened by the fact that Portland, founded in 

1846, was growing fast and rapidly becoming a rival of Milwaukie to be reckoned with. He figured that 

he could advance the growth of his town and retard that of Portland if he could build a steamboat which 

would take care of Milwaukie's shipping and ignore that of Portland.  Accordingly, he associated himself 

with Samuel Simpson White and Berryman Jennings in his steam-boat enterprise.  S. S. White, after 

 
20 The History of Milwaukie said they married at the home of Governor Abernathy at Green Point, Oregon. 
21 MDR 
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crossing the plains, had arrived at The Dalles, October 6, 1845, settling close to Oregon City. He was 

born in Butler County, Indiana, December 11, 1811, and was married to Miss Huldah Jennings in Warren 

County, Illinois, May 6, 1831. Berryman Jennings was born in Jessamine County, Kentucky, June 16, 

1807, and died at his home in Jennings Lodge, Oregon, December 22, 1888.  

The three partners in the steamboat building enterprise realized that they could easily build the hull of the 

vessel at Milwaukie but that the machinery would have to come from the east. Therefore, Lot Whitcomb 

and S. S. White went to San Francisco on a sailing packet, since the gold excitement there attracted ships 

loaded with everything imaginable from all the Atlantic ports. They arrived during the summer of 1850, 

hoping to lay hands on the engine, boiler and other machine parts needed for their steamboat. While 

looking around, Lot Whitcomb ran across Captain J. C. Ainsworth, who was waiting to assume command 

of a Sacramento River steamer, then under construction, and persuaded him to come north with him to 

command his planned Milwaukie boat, at a salary of $300.00 per month. J. C. Ainsworth was born in 

Warren County, Ohio, June 6, 1822, and died near Oakland, California, December 30, 1893 When young, 

he entered the steamboat business on the Mississippi and rose to be master. He later became one of the 

greatest figures in Oregon steamboat and transportation circles.)22  

(Ainsworth) turned to Oregon where Berryman Jennings and Lot Whitcomb offered him the mastership of 

the steamer "Lot Whitcomb”, which was built at the town of Milwaukie on the Willamette River. This 

boat has been named by some authorities as the first steamboat built in Oregon. 

The steamer "Columbia", however, was built at Astoria in 1850, while the Lot Whitcomb was not in 

service until March 1851. So great was the need that several other steamers were built in 1851, as well as 

sailing vessels for coastwise trade. Captain Ainsworth, with Jennings, and others, formed a company 

which took over the ownership of the Lot Whitcomb in 1853, making it the first of a fleet of steamers 

whose owners controlled the water transportation of the entire Northwest from Canada to California. 

(Capt. John Ainsworth to come to Oregon, soon after married Nancy Jane White, Berryman Jennings 

niece and the daughter of Samuel S. White and Berryman’s sister Huldah. Nancy Jane was the mother of 

George Jennings Ainsworth, but died at the age of 25.)23 

The rise of Jennings in the business world was meteoric. Reports say he became a millionaire, but 

business reverses later inflicted such losses that he died a poor man. During this time Brother Jennings 

chose for his home a beautiful site on the Willamette River, just below Oregon City, where now is the 

suburban area and post office of Jennings Lodge named in his honor. Here he remained until his death. 

Few details are available concerning Jennings' business and public life. He was elected to the Oregon 

Legislature in 1860 and was appointed as Registrar of the United States Land Office for the District of 

Oregon by President James Buchanan.  

24 

 
22 History of Milwaukie, Oregon IV Transportation 
23 MDR 
24 The Weekly Orgeon Statesman Salem, Tue. Nov. 23, 1858 
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It is fortunate that the records of Jennings' Masonic activities are more complete. Three months after the 

second annual communication of the Grand Lodge of California, which he attended as delegate, we find 

him as a member of Multnomah Lodge serving as chairman of a committee which met at the Masonic 

Hall in Oregon City and invited the Lodges of the Territory to meet at that place on September 13, 1851, 

for the purpose of forming a Grand Lodge. Representatives of three Lodges responded to this invitation 

and met on the day appointed. Jennings was not actually a delegate to this convention but was admitted a 

member by special motion. He served on the committee appointed to draft a constitution. On September 

15, 1851, the constitution was adopted and on motion "a Lodge of Master Masons was opened in due and 

ancient form" and an election of officers for the Grand Lodge was held. Berryman Jennings was chosen 

as Most Worshipful Grand Master. At the installation ceremonies which followed immediately, Brother 

John Elliott, a Past Master and Deputy Grand Master-elect, installed Berryman Jennings, who then 

installed the other officers, elective and appointive of the Grand Lodge. In the afternoon of September 15, 

1851, at 2 o'clock, the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Oregon was opened on the Master Mason degree 

in ample form. Among other business incident to the forming of this new Grand Lodge, whose 

jurisdiction extended from the summit of the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Ocean and from Canada to 

California, Most Worshipful Brother Jennings was instructed by resolution to preside over a committee to 

provide a seal for the Grand Lodge. He also presided over a committee, named by resolution, to prepare a 

code of by-laws to supplement the constitution. A new Grand Lodge was at work which was destined to 

be the Mother of the Grand Lodges of the great states of Washington and Idaho. In this great Northwest 

Territory in 1851 there were only three Lodges with 116 constituent members. Today in 1949 there are in 

these three Grand Lodges, 531 Lodges with a constituent membership of 106,081 Master Masons. 

Berryman Jennings had added another "first" to the chain whose first link was forged in the little log 

school house in Iowa. Grand Master Jennings presided at the annual communication on June 14, 1852. In 

addition to his annual address required by the constitution, he delivered an oral address in which he 

placed special emphasis on the need of giving attention to the promotion of education. At this 

communication he was reelected Grand Master. At the Grand Lodge session on June 13, 1853, his address 

was short and congratulatory, expressing his satisfaction regarding the condition of the Craft. At the close 

he expressed appreciation of the honors conferred upon him and concluded with the declaration that "it is 

now my unaffected wish to retire." The delegates, however, thought differently and he was reelected 

Grand Master. Jennings, however, was firm in his resolve and declined to accept, whereupon John Elliott 

was elected to succeed him. Grand Master Elliott, however, died during his term of office and the duties 

of office were taken over by Deputy Grand Master J. C. Ainsworth, who was Jennings' business partner. 

It was during the administration of Captain John Ainsworth, in 1854, that the educational 

recommendation of Brother Jennings bore fruit when the Grand Lodge appropriated $150.00 for this 

purpose and adopted a plan of contributions by members of the Order. This humble start has grown 

steadily until now the Grand Lodge of Oregon has available for educational assistance the income from a 

fund of $450,000 as a living monument to those far seeing pioneers who brought Masonry to the west. 

Berryman Jennings was a member of the first committee to which was assigned the charge and control of 

this fund and seems to have held that position until I860. Jennings continued very active in Grand Lodge 

affairs for many years. He served on the Committee on Jurisprudence and on the Grievance Committee. 

In fact the Records show that he attended nineteen annual communications between 1853 and the time of 

his death. On June 11, 1884, the Masons of Oregon presented him with a gold headed cane, suitably 

engraved, in token of the high regard which they held for him. The presentation ceremony was held on the 

floor of Grand Lodge and must have been a scene of rare emotional value as Brother Jennings was so 

overcome he could not reply and asked the Grand Chaplain to respond for him. In 1885 he was unable to 

attend the Grand Lodge session, age with its infirmities making it necessary for him to remain at his home 

of the Willamette during this and the session of 1886. This time a special committee consisting of Fast 
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Grand Masters chartered a steamer and made the trip up the Willamette River from Portland to visit him 

and in the words of the resolution, "convey to Brother Jennings our fraternal greetings and regrets that he 

is not with us today. " In 1887 Past Grand Master Jennings managed for the last time to attend his Grand 

Lodge in annual communication to, as he expressed it, return the visit made to him by the Representatives 

of the Grand Lodge. On December 22, 1888, he answered the summons to the Grand Lodge Above and, 

in compliance with his expressed wish, his funeral was conducted by the Past Grand Masters with the 

ceremonies of the Order on December 26, 1888. He rests in Greenwood Cemetery on the hills which 

border the Willamette River south of Portland, Oregon. 

The Grand Lodge, each year on the 30th day in May, 

reverently places a wreath upon his grave in fraternal 

remembrance. This ends the story of a man and a Mason 

but in a larger sense the story of an era, the story of the 

conquest of an empire, the story of over eighty years of 

the nineteenth century, which saw the spread of the 

Light of Masonry, and the American way of life over 

half a continent.25 

26 

He was well known in California and Oregon for his numerous charities and generous hospitalities. 

In those days of health and means, his name was proverbial for his relief of destitute Masons.27 

28 

29 

 
25 Article written by Frank Knoll in 1949. Published by Research Lodge #198, Volume 4, pages 358-387 courtesy of 

Ken Hall, owner of copy #488 (500 printed). Additions by Michael D. Robinson copy #22 
26 Morning Oregonian Mon. Dec. 10, 1888. 
27 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon June 12, 1889 page 23 
28 San Francisco Chronicle Thur. Dec. 27, 1888. 
29 The New Era Wed. Feb. 20, 1889 Humeston, Iowa. 



17 
 

30 

The Grave and Jewel 
Eight years after his death, Berryman’s wife Martha donated his Past Grand Master’s Jewel to the Grand 

Lodge of Oregon. This kind gesture would bring to light a situation concerning the grave of our first 

Grand Master. 

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE. June 11, 1896  

To the M.W. Grand Lodge in Session: 

The undersigned special committee would respectfully report:  

That whereas, Mrs. Martha Jennings, widow of our first Grand Master, Berryman Jennings, deceased, has 

presented to and placed in the keeping of this Grand Lodge, as a memento, the Past Grand Master's jewel, 

presented by it to our dearly beloved Brother Jennings in 1853; therefore, be it Resolved,  

That this Grand Lodge accept the jewel in the spirit in which it has been presented, and will ever cherish 

it as a prized memento of him and his widowed companion, and the Grand Secretary is hereby instructed 

to have it properly encased and displayed to view in a conspicuous place at every meeting of the Grand 

Lodge to commemorate Brother Jennings' devotion to Masonic duty, and as an incentive to his brethren to 

be faithful to their Masonic obligations, and as furnishing proof that fidelity to every trust will be 

rewarded; and be it further Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge are hereby extended to the 

 
30 Statesman Journal Fri. Dec. 28, 1888 Salem, Oregon. 
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widow of our deceased brother for this manifestation of her faith in the integrity of this Grand Lodge, 

which he served so well and to which he was so devoted. 

Fraternally submitted. 

ROBERT CLOW, 

P. S. MALCOLM, 

J. N. DOLPH, Adopted. Committee.31 

PAST GRAND MASTER'S JEWEL. June 16, 1897  

In compliance with the resolution adopted at the last session of the Grand Lodge, I have had the jewel of 

our deceased brother, Past Grand Master Berryman Jennings, properly encased and displayed to view.32 

COMMUNICATION. June 17, 1897 afternoon session. page 68-69 

To the M.W. Grand Lodge in Session: 

M.W. Grand Master and Brethren—We desire to call the attention of the M.W. Grand Lodge to the fact 

that the remains of our late brother, P. G. M. Berryman Jennings, are deposited in an unmarked and 

uncared-for grave in Greenwood cemetery. 

Early in March we found the grave of this distinguished brother in a very dilapidated condition, the earth 

having caved in, and the board marking the grave having been removed. We had some difficulty in 

discovering whether or not it really was the grave of our Past Grand Master. We did, however, finally 

satisfy ourselves that this was Brother Jennings' grave, and we had the sexton fill up and put the grave in 

order. 

We now consider it our duty to report these facts to this M.W. Grand Lodge, so that the brethren may be 

advised and govern themselves accordingly.  

D. L. POVEY, 

R. LUTKE, 

FRANCIS SEALY. 

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE GRAVE OF BERRYMAN JENNINGS. 

To the M.W. Grand Lodge in Session: 

We, your committee to whom was referred the communication of Brothers Povey, Lutke and Sealy, 

concerning the condition of the grave of P.G.M. Jennings, the first Grand Master of Oregon, report that 

we have carefully examined into the matter and what is necessary to be done to properly care for the 

grave, and the cost of replacing a proper monument thereon. 

We find all of the statements in the communication to be true, and to place the grave in proper condition, 

with a suitable monument, will cost from $150.00 to $200.00. 

We therefore recommend that this Grand Lodge appropriate for said purpose the sum of $200.00, and a 

committee of three be appointed to carry out the above recommendation. and the Grand Secretary be 

authorized to draw a warrant to pay the sums expended by such committee, not exceeding the $200.00. 

Fraternally submitted. 

W. E. BUTCHER, 

THOS. G. REAMES, 

D. L. POVEY, 

Adopted. Committee. 

The Grand Master appointed as such committee: 

Brothers W. F. Butcher, Thos. G. Reames, D. L. Povey. 

 

 
31 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon June 11, 1896 page 76 
32 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon June 16, 1897 page 44 



19 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE TO ERECT MONUMENT. July 16, 1898  

To the M.W. Grand Lodge in Session: 

Your committee, appointed at the last session of this Grand Lodge to erect a suitable monument over the 

grave of Past Grand Master Berryman Jennings, respectfully report that we have performed that duty in 

the best possible manner with the funds appropriated for that purpose. That in our judgment the 

monument is erected in a most substantial manner, and fully comes up to the plans and specifications set 

out in the contract made between us on behalf of this Grand Lodge, and Brother John Young, which is on 

file with the Grand Secretary. The monument is of such character as from our knowledge of the 

disposition of the deceased brother in his lifetime he himself would have desired had expression been 

made by him while living. 

Fraternally submitted. 

\V. F. BUTCHER, 

T. G. REAM ES, 

D. L. POVEY, 

Adopted. Committee.33 

 

 

 
33 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon July 16, 1898 pages 55-56 
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Below is included the ancestry of Berryman Jennings father Thomas and his mother Jane Zimmerman. 

 

Ancestors of Thomas C. Jennings

Thomas C. Jennings

b: March 27, 1779 in Spotsylvania,
Virginia
m: January 30, 1806 in Jessamine County,
Kentucky
*: Farmer with $2300 in Real Estate in
1850.
d: June 26, 1851 in Galesburg, Knox,
Illinois

Berryman Jennings

b: Abt. 1757 in Prince William, Virginia
m: September 28, 1779 in Fauquier
County, Virginia
d: 1782 in Guilford Courthouse, North
Carolina

Sarah Duff

b: August 23, 1763
d: July 20, 1828

Augustine Jennings

b: Abt. 1708 in Lunenburg, Richmond,
Virginia
d: August 24, 1778 in Hamilton Parish,
Fauquier, Virginia

Hannah Williams

b: 1710 in Richmond, Virginia
d: December 1809 in Fauquier County,
Virginia

William Jennings

b: Abt. 1669 in Sittenburne Parish, (Old)
Rappahannock, Virginia
d: July 2, 1733 in Lunenburg, Richmond,
Virginia

Mary Willoughby

b: 1669

James Williams

b: 1684

John Jennings III

b: April 19, 1640 in St. Martins Parish,
Birmingham, England
d: 1669 in Westmoreland County, Virginia

Margaret Payne

b: Abt. 1635 in Rappahannock, Virginia
d: February 15, 1684 in Sittenburne Parish,
(Old) Rappahannock, Virginia

John Jennings II

b: March 8, 1607 in Birmingham,
Warwick, England
d: 1650

John Payne

b: 1615 in Yorkshire, England
d: 1690 in Richmond, Henrico, Virginia

Margaret

b: Abt. 1628
d: Bef. 1690

John Jennings

b: August 8, 1579 in Birmingham, St.
Martins, England
m: 1602
d: February 25, 1653 in Birmingham, St.
Martins, England

Mary

b: 1580
d: 1622

Robert Payne

b: Abt. 1589 in England
d: in England

William Jennings

b: 1535 in Birmingham, Warwick, England
d: December 6, 1602 in Birmingham,
Warwick, England

Joanna Elliot

b: Abt. 1539 in Birmingham, Warwick,
England
d: December 10, 1621 in Birmingham,
Warwick, England

Robert Jennes

b: 1500 in Birmingham, Warwick, England
m: January 28, 1560

Ellen Beard

b: 1513
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Ancestors of Jane P. Zimmerman

Jane P. Zimmerman
b: 1789 in Culpepper County, Virginia
m: January 30, 1806 in Jessamine County,
Kentucky
d: 1831

Frederick Zimmerman
b: 1756 in Culpepper County, Virginia
m: June 1784 in Culpepper County,
Virginia
*: Revolutionary War Soldier, enlisted
from Culpeper Co., VA, in General George
Rogers CLARK'S Expedition to Wabash
country.
d: December 10, 1804 in Fayette County,
Kentucky

Judith Bourne
b: Abt. 1756 in Culpepper County, Virginia
d: May 12, 1844 in Jessamine County,
Kentucky

Frederick Zimmerman
b: 1724 in Culpepper County, Virginia
d: in Culpepper County, Virginia

Sarah

Andrew Bourne
b: Abt. 1718 in Essex County, Virginia
m: 1740 in Orange County, Virginia
d: Bef. January 18, 1790 in Culpepper
County, Virginia

Jane Morton
b: 1722 in Orange County, Virginia
d: in Culpepper County, Virginia

Hans Christopher Zimmerman
b: March 16, 1692 in Bietigheim,
Wurttemberg
m: September 4, 1714 in Bietigheim,
Wurttemberg
d: 1757 in Culpepper County, Virginia

Eilsabetha Albrecht
d: 1757 in Culpepper County, Virginia

John Bourne
b: 1681 in Rappahannock, Virginia
m: October 30, 1702
d: 1721 in St. Mary's Parish, Essex,
Virginia

Elizabeth Johnson
b: 1681 in Rappahannock, Virginia
d: in Fredericksburg, Essex, Virginia

William Morton
b: Abt. 1694 in Richmond, Virginia
d: 1747 in Orange County, Virginia

Anne Batchelder
b: Abt. 1688 in Westmoreland, Virginia
d: 1748 in Orange County, Virginia

Christian Zimmerman
b: December 30, 1669 in Sulzfeld, Baden
m: 1687
d: September 22, 1735 in Sulzfeld, Baden

Maria Eva
b: Bef. February 15, 1662
d: February 15, 1698 in Sulzfeld, Baden

John Bourne
b: Abt. 1654 in Plymouth, Devon, England
m: 1680 in Rappahannock, Virginia
d: 1713 in Essex County, Virginia

Christian Christian
b: Abt. 1654 in Plymouth, Devon, England
d: 1713 in Essex County, Virginia

Henry Johnson
b: Abt. 1648 in England
d: June 10, 1703 in Essex County, Virginia

Mary Talliferro
b: 1658 in Richmond, Richmond, Virginia
d: 1695 in Essex County, Virginia

John Morton
b: Abt. 1650
d: 1722 in Richmond, Virginia

Batchelder

Mary Quisenberry
b: Abt. 1661
d: 1746 in Lunenburg, Richmond, Virginia

Christian Zimmerman
b: 1649 in Steffisburg, Switzerland
m: January 25, 1669 in Sulzfeld, Baden
d: March 26, 1703 in Sulzfeld, Baden

Maria Schuchter
b: June 13, 1648 in Sulzfeld, Baden
d: August 13, 1708 in Sulzfeld, Baden

Bourne
b: 1631

Anne
b: 1635 in Plymouth, Devon, England
d: August 13, 1713 in Essex County,
Virginia

Robert Talliferro
b: November 11, 1626 in Stepney,
Middlesex, England
m: 1653 in Middlesex, Virginia
d: Bef. June 1, 1687 in York, Gloucester,
Virginia

Katherine (Sarah) Grymes Dedman
b: 1626 in Igtham, Kent, England

Michael Zimmerman
b: 1617 in Switzerland
m: in Switzerland
d: November 28, 1677 in Sulzfeld, Baden

Benedicta
d: October 4, 1665 in Sulzfeld, Baden

Hans Schuchter

Maria

Francis Taliaferro
b: January 25, 1589 in St. Olave's, Hart
Street, London, England
m: February 3, 1614 in St. Saviour's,
Southwark, Surrey, England
d: August 16, 1647 in Stepney, Middlesex,
England

Bennett Haie
b: 1589 in London, Middlesex, England
d: November 1626 in Stepney, Middlesex,
England

Henry Dedman

Katherine

Bartholomew Taliaferro
b: 1530 in Venice, Italy
m: January 1, 1583 in St. Michaels,
Cornhill, London, England
d: September 21, 1601 in St. Olave's, Hart
Street, London, England

Joane Lane
b: 1562 in London, Middlesex, England
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Descendants of Thomas C. Jennings 
Generation No. 1 

 1.  Thomas C.9 Jennings  (Berryman8, Augustine Daniel7, William6, John5, John4, John3, William2, Robert1 

Jennes) was born March 27, 1779 in Spotsylvania, Virginia, and died June 26, 1851 in Galesburg, Knox, Illinois.  

He married (1) Jane P. Zimmerman January 30, 1806 in Jessamine County, Kentucky, daughter of Frederick 

Zimmerman and Judith Bourne.  She was born 1789 in Culpepper County, Virginia, and died 1831.  He married (2) 

Jane Aft. 1831.  She was born 1782 in Pennsylvania, and died Aft. 1850 in Illinois. 

 

More About Thomas C. Jennings: 

*: Farmer with $2300 in Real Estate in 1850. 

Burial: Gum Cemetery 

  

Children of Thomas Jennings and Jane Zimmerman are: 
+ 2 i. Berryman10 Jennings, born June 16, 1807 in Jessamine County, Kentucky; died December 22, 1888 in 

Jennings Lodge, Clackamas, Oregon. 

 3 ii. Mary Ann Jennings, born Abt. 1809 in Jessamine County, Kentucky.  She married Morton M. Carver. 

+ 4 iii. Huldah Jennings, born May 11, 1811 in Jessamine County, Kentucky; died January 10, 1893 in Portland, 

Multnomah, Oregon. 

+ 5 iv. Theodore Jennings, born May 25, 1813 in Mercer County, Kentucky; died August 10, 1857. 

 

Generation No. 2 

 2.  Berryman10 Jennings (Thomas C.9, Berryman8, Augustine Daniel7, William6, John5, John4, John3, William2, 

Robert1 Jennes) was born June 16, 1807 in Jessamine County, Kentucky, and died December 22, 1888 in Jennings 

Lodge, Clackamas, Oregon.  He married (1) Lucinda Massa White October 30, 1836 in Hancock County, Illinois, 

daughter of Edward White and Nancy Atherton.  She was born Abt. 1817 in Jasmine, Kentucky, and died 1847 in 

Crossing the Great Plains.  He married (2) Martha Hull August 24, 1850 in Home of Governor Abernathy at Green 

Point, Oregon, daughter of Norton Hull and Ruth Jones.  She was born 1823 in Illinois, and died March 29, 1900 in 

Oregon City, Clackamas, Oregon. 

 

More About Berryman Jennings: 

*: First Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Oregon 1851 and 1852. 

**: Farmer with $10,000 Real Estate and $700 personal in 1860. The 1870 Census calls him a Huckster, which 

appears to be the term used for a Merchant he now had $5000 in Real Estate and $600 Personal. 

Burial: December 26, 1888, Greenwood Hills Cemetery, Portland 

 

More About Martha Hull: 

Burial: Masonic Cemetery 

Children of Berryman Jennings and Lucinda White are: 
+ 6 i. Edward Thomas11 Jennings, born September 26, 1837 in Illinois; died February 9, 1896 in Coos County, 

Oregon. 

 7 ii. Daughter Jennings, born Abt. 1846 in Illinois; died 1847 in Crossing the Great Plains. 

 

Children of Berryman Jennings and Martha Hull are: 
 8 i. Charles H.11 Jennings, born June 12, 1851 in Oregon City, Clackamas, Oregon.  He married Louisa Druck. 

 9 ii. Ella G. Jennings, born January 12, 1853 in Oregon City, Clackamas, Oregon.  She married T. J. Spooner. 

 10 iii. Ada C. Jennings, born February 6, 1855 in Oregon City, Clackamas, Oregon.  She married John H. 

Hodgkins. 

 11 iv. William B. Jennings, born March 27, 1857 in Oregon City, Clackamas, Oregon; died February 27, 1933 in 

Oregon City, Clackamas, Oregon. 

+ 12 v. Elizabeth Mae Jennings, born May 27, 1859 in Oregon City, Clackamas, Oregon; died November 30, 1951 

in Puyallup, Pierce, Washington. 

 13 vi. John F. Jennings, born August 8, 1861 in Oregon City, Clackamas, Oregon.  He married M. W. Tibbills. 

 14 vii. Lillian M. Jennings, born August 8, 1868 in Oregon City, Clackamas, Oregon.  She married J. W. Miller. 

 

 4.  Huldah10 Jennings (Thomas C.9, Berryman8, Augustine Daniel7, William6, John5, John4, John3, William2, 

Robert1 Jennes) was born May 11, 1811 in Jessamine County, Kentucky, and died January 10, 1893 in Portland, 

Multnomah, Oregon.  She married Judge Samuel Simpson White May 6, 1830 in Monmouth, Warren, Illinois, son 
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of Edward White and Nancy Atherton.  He was born December 11, 1811 in Butler, De Kalb, Indiana, and died 

January 6, 1901 in Portland, Multnomah, Oregon. 

 

More About Judge Samuel Simpson White: 

*: Judge, a pioneer of 1845 who settled in Oregon City. 

  

Child of Huldah Jennings and Samuel White is: 
+ 15 i. Nancy Jane11 White, born February 14, 1834 in Illinois; died December 5, 1859 in Clackamas, Clackamas, 

Oregon. 

 

 5.  Theodore10 Jennings (Thomas C.9, Berryman8, Augustine Daniel7, William6, John5, John4, John3, William2, 

Robert1 Jennes) was born May 25, 1813 in Mercer County, Kentucky, and died August 10, 1857.  He married 

Arabella Gilmore January 15, 1835 in Warren County, Illinois.   

  

Children of Theodore Jennings and Arabella Gilmore are: 
 16 i. Columbus11 Jennings. 

 17 ii. Mary Jennings. 

 18 iii. Iowa Jennings, died October 12, 1925 in Piper City, Ford, Illinois. 

 19 iv. Robert Jennings. 

 

Generation No. 3 

 6.  Edward Thomas11 Jennings (Berryman10, Thomas C.9, Berryman8, Augustine Daniel7, William6, John5, 

John4, John3, William2, Robert1 Jennes) was born September 26, 1837 in Illinois, and died February 9, 1896 in Coos 

County, Oregon.  He married Sarah Maud Fetter.  She was born September 22, 1858 in Looking Glass, Douglas, 

Oregon, and died 1943. 

 

More About Edward Thomas Jennings: 

*: Taught school in Coos Bay in 1880 

Burial: Marshfield Pioneer Cemetery 

  

Child of Edward Jennings and Sarah Fetter is: 
 20 i. Florence Julia12 Jennings, born November 15, 1888 in Marshfield, Coos, Oregon. 

 

 12.  Elizabeth Mae11 Jennings (Berryman10, Thomas C.9, Berryman8, Augustine Daniel7, William6, John5, 

John4, John3, William2, Robert1 Jennes) was born May 27, 1859 in Oregon City, Clackamas, Oregon, and died 

November 30, 1951 in Puyllup, Pierce, Washington.  She married Alexander S. Abernathy.  He was born Abt. 

1844 in Missouri. 

 

More About Elizabeth Mae Jennings: 

Burial: Greenwood Hills Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah, Oregon 

  

Children of Elizabeth Jennings and Alexander Abernathy are: 
 21 i. Fred H.12 Abernathy, born Abt. 1884 in Washington. 

 22 ii. William B. Abernathy, born 1885 in Oregon; died August 26, 1973 in Tacoma, Pierce, Washington. 

 23 iii. Donald J. Abernathy, born July 1, 1890 in Washington; died July 5, 1971 in Tacoma, Pierce, Washington. 

 

 15.  Nancy Jane11 White (Huldah10 Jennings, Thomas C.9, Berryman8, Augustine Daniel7, William6, John5, 

John4, John3, William2, Robert1 Jennes) was born February 14, 1834 in Illinois, and died December 5, 1859 in 

Clackamas, Clackamas, Oregon.  She married Captain John Commingers Ainsworth 1851 in Clackamas, Oregon, 

son of George Ainsworth and Anchor Death.  He was born June 6, 1822 in Springsboro, Warren, Ohio, and died 

December 30, 1893 in Oakland, Alameda, California. 

  

Child of Nancy White and John Ainsworth is: 
 24 i. George Jennings12 Ainsworth, born April 13, 1852 in Oregon City, Clackamas, Oregon; died October 20, 

1895 in Portland, Multanomah, Oregon.  He married Margaret Sutton; born 1852. 


