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The attention of lodges has often been called to the desirability and importance of writing lodge 

histories. At first blush, objection may be raised to the effect that such histories may not be 

published at once, chiefly for the lack of funds. Yet, this should not hinder the preparation of a 

manuscript which may be put into print in later years, but which serves a constructive purpose by 

recording facts which are apt to be missed by historians working in the future. Furthermore, such 

a manuscript has a present value as it can be read at some anniversary of the lodge, and is 

capable of correction, revision and enlargement because many of the participants in the early 

history of the lodge are still among us, to say but little of the probable availability of old records, 

books, correspondence, etc., which invariably go the way of all material things in spite of efforts 

to preserve them carefully. 

 

Appoint Capable Brother 

How should we go about it to prepare a lodge history? First of all, some brother with at least 

average ability to write should be entrusted with the task. He should be able to distinguish 

between commonplace and the unusual, so that his account will be illumined by outstanding 

events which break the unavoidable monotony of a chronological recital.  

He should have or acquire a good knowledge of the early history of his community, so that he 

can show the development of Freemasonry therein as a growth midst surrounding conditions and 

contemporaneous events. The mere fact that a number of brethren applied for a charter and 

formed a lodge is apparent to anyone who knows that lodge exists; but if the historian can show 

that perhaps some of the leading men of the community coming from all parts of country, 

discovered they were Masons, and met in a general store certain evenings a month for Masonic 

fellowship, and quietly practiced Craft principles long before a lodge was thought of, that is 

something of more than passing interest. 

Some little thing, like the discovery of a brother in distress, and relieved by the subtle workings 

of the Craft to the mystification of non-knowing neighbors, has often been the means of making 

Masons known to each other, has led to the formation of Masonic organizations which are today 

veritable Gibraltar’s in their respective communities. These little incidents of human interest 

must not be overlooked. The actors in the scenes should be portrayed as people of real flesh and 

blood, with the strength and weakness possessed by all mortals. Honor them for what they have 

done, but do not place them upon an unreachable and unnatural pedestal as objects of undue 

veneration and awe. 

 

Secure Old Records 

The next step is for the designated brother to secure all the old record books, petitions, and other 

sources with which he will work. He should go over the lodge roster and ascertain who the "old 

timers" are the founders and the early members, who will have many an anecdote and a 

reminiscence to lighten the pages of the history. Early news paper files and local histories should 

also be consulted, especially for biographical data covering some of the principal brethren of the 

lodge. 

Attics and basements may contain abandoned lodge furniture, regalia, and equipment, because 

(they were) replaced by something more elaborate or finished. You may find a crude letter "G", 



laboriously carved by hand; the old working tools may be of zinc or tin; the old pedestals 

wooden lights supports and tin candle-sticks, the two pillars, the old altar, and what not, may be 

stowed away some place. Save these first implements, for they are venerable objects, 

commemorating as they do the birth of Masonic light in your lodge. If you know the story of 

their manufacture and acquisition-providing it is possessed of more romance than mere purchase 

from a Masonic supply house-tell it in your history. Perhaps the old blacksmith wrought the 

candle supports at his forge; a local carpenter may have made the furniture; the tinsmith may 

have cut the altar implements and the badges of office. Such mute objects tell a story that 

beggars description, but to the discerning historian is one of stirring romance. "The short and 

simple annals of the poor" strike deeper than tales of glory and adventure. 

Lodges more than twenty-five years old should have the history blocked out in chronological 

periods; but great care must be taken to present some interesting highlights in each section, 

otherwise the chapter or chapters dealing with them will partake of an uninteresting monotony. 

The listing of officers and members raised is not of much interest; these facts should appear at 

the end of the volume as a matter of statistical record, but should not encumber the pages of 

interesting reading. 

 Illustrations 

Attempts should be made to secure pictures and photographs to illustrate the history. Endeavor to 

ascertain where the lodge met in early days; work diligently to obtain photographs of the early 

members and such as were prominent in all lodge affairs. No matter if they cannot all be used, 

collect them, and place them with the lodge records for that the benefit of a future historian, or as 

material for the celebration of some special event. 

Histories properly written are also a contribution to the chronicles of the state in which lodges 

are located. Some of the early events are dramatic in their action and importance. Not until recent 

years have non-Masonic and general historians given any attention to a prominent man's 

Masonic work; this will account for history after history, published in past years, omitting 

mention of certain great Americans' contributions to Freemasonry as members and workers of 

the Craft. Men who have devoted time to Masonry during the best years of their lives are not 

credited with such efforts; for example, we can cite Washington, Franklin, Marshall, Jackson to 

mention but a few. These were all Masters of lodges; the last three were Grand Masters. But how 

rarely outside of Masonic histories, do we find these facts mentioned? 

 

Aid From Brethren 

Present day officers of lodges, especially secretaries, can do much to aid the future historian by 

keeping newspaper articles, programs, and the like as a part of the minutes to which they are 

related. Announcement in open lodge that a history is being prepared and material is desired, is 

often productive of otherwise unknown facts and items. Nothing should be left unturned to get 

all the material possible; after it has been collected and collated, it should be laid out for 

systematic attention. Care must be taken to verify dates, names, spelling, etc., and to insure 

uniformity and consistency throughout the manuscript. Recourse should be had to original 

documents whenever possible, rather than to secondary printed accounts. The careful historian is 

a doubting Thomas: he takes nothing for granted, and will spend hours to run down such detail as 

a number or a certain date. 

To illustrate: A printed record may show that a lodge was chartered on a certain date. Do not 

accept this record without consulting the charter; discrepancies have been known to exist, due to 

clerical errors on the part of either a Grand Lodge scribe or a local writer. 



 

Careful Work Essential 

Again, when other dates are sought, such as a brother's initiation, passing and raising, do not rely 

upon the ledger. Consult the minute book; furthermore, compare the origin al petition with the 

secretary's record. Errors in transcription are easily made. If you have old manuscript records to 

work from, open them carefully, and read every line. Sometimes a margin al note or an 

addendum reveals some hitherto unknown fact. Above all, do not rely on what someone else has 

said or written if you can go over the same ground and verify the facts for yourself. The 

importance of being right cannot be overestimated, if the work is to have any worth. Manuscript 

copies of lodge histories should be filed with the Grand Lodge Library, or with the Grand 

Secretary if there is no official library. State historical societies will gladly accept copies for their 

archives. Local newspapers and magazines are usually willing to publish histories, or extracts of 

them, especially if they have real value and interest 

non-Masons as well as Masons. 


