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In approaching the subject of Masonic Education, we may well start by deciding what we mean 

by education and then considering its Masonic application. In Webster's dictionary we find that 

education means, among other things, (1) "the act or process of education; the impartation or 

acquisition of knowledge, skill, or development of character, as by study or discipline; (2) the 

sum of the qualities acquired through individual instruction and social training." In a Masonic 

sense we may well combine both elements in our definition. First, there is the acquisition of 

knowledge, or attaining a foundation or skill upon which we may build. Second, there is the 

training by study and discipline in the use of this knowledge, arranging and using the facts or 

skill which we have attained in the erection of our mental and spiritual buildings. Finally, there is 

the knowledge which has been developed into a complete structure of intelligent understanding; 

dare we say of wisdom? "Knowledge comes, but wisdom lingers!" In seeking for education we 

first learn facts, and then learn how to apply them; but we must test our facts and consider their 

varied meanings and implications, and their relations to each other. We must, often by the 

method of trial and error, learn to see them and apply them, to coordinate and combine them, to 

organize them into a system, and we must labor long and diligently before we may claim that we 

understand them, before we may pretend to be educated, or before we may hope that we are 

progressing toward wisdom. 

This does not mean that we must have learned everything about any subject before we may 

presume to speak of it or teach it to others. Only in the rarest instance has any man by his 

individual thinking evolved any system of philosophy or religion, made any great advancement 

in knowledge, or contributed anything to the welfare of the world and its inhabitants. Progress 

usually has come from the joint contribution of many, sometimes cooperating with each other, 

sometimes disagreeing with each other, one man building on the foundation laid by another, one 

man correcting the errors that mar the work of another, or profiting by another's uncompleted 

work; striving to learn from the successes and failures of his predecessors and his 

contemporaries, even as he strives to improve his own accomplishments and to learn from his 

own failures, even as he endeavors to correct his own faults. When we have attained a little 

knowledge, we must apply it and pronounce it, hoping thereby to help others to learn, and to gain 

the help of our fellows in correcting our own errors, and in enlarging and improving that part of 

our edifice which may be found to be sound and worthy. However, as we from time to time 

proclaim the progress of our study and experiments, we must always be careful to do so 

modestly, to criticize only with caution and courtesy what appear to be the mistakes of others, to 

avoid being dogmatic concerning something about which we may ourselves be mistaken. 

An educated man has been defined as one who knows everything about something and 

something about everything. Much the same thought is contained in the statement that a man 

attends college to learn something which he is not going to use thereafter, by methods which he 

is going to use. No man can know everything, but every man should be capable of so applying 

himself that he can know some few things thoroughly, and the application and the methods 

developed in learning a few things will increase his ability to learn other things, to appreciate the 

relationships between the things he has mastered and the things which he has not yet studied. So 



the intensive study of one thing tends to widen one's knowledge of other things, to deepen one's 

appreciation of all things, to make one's life fuller and richer, and thus to make one wiser and 

happier. 

How does all this apply to the study of Masonry, to Masonic Education? Masonry is "a system of 

morality, veiled in allegory, and illustrated by symbols". Where should one begin to study this 

system of morality, or speculative philosophy? Should the initiate first learn the explanation of 

the symbols, or the meaning of the allegories? Should he memorize parts of the ritual? Should he 

read the history and legends, learn the old charges or study the modern by-laws? My answer is 

that it does not matter where he begins. Let the new Mason study any part of the ritual, the 

history, or the jurisprudence; but let him do so carefully, conscientiously, and open-mindedly. If 

he begins by learning any part of the ritual, he will wish to learn the meaning of the symbols and 

to consider their lessons. When he attempts to understand the ceremonies of the Order, he will be 

led to study the history of their origin and development. If he reads the history, he will soon learn 

that he cannot fully understand the development of our Order without giving consideration to the 

meanings of our symbols and allegories. 

Each part of Masonry must be studied in relation to all other parts, and an earnest endeavor to 

understand one part will necessarily increase the knowledge of the whole. In this way only, can a 

true appreciation of Masonry as a system of morality, and as a philosophy, come to the Masonic 

student. 

What method shall the Mason use to pursue his studies? Where may he obtain the information? 

Since time immemorial Masons have delighted to write of Masonry, its history, its laws, and its 

lessons. There is an inexhaustible source of reading for one who can give the necessary time. For 

Masons whose time is limited, or who are inexperienced in methods of research, and particularly 

for the newly made Mason who wishes to learn but does not know where or how to begin his 

study, there are the lectures prepared by the Grand Lodges, and there are the many books written 

for him by Claudy, Street, Haywood, and others, which are available in all Masonic libraries, or 

may be purchased at small cost. For one who can devote the time and has become interested in 

further study, there are the works of Mackey, Gould, Pike, and many others. There are Masonic 

magazines, study groups and research lodges. Most important there are in every lodge well 

informed members who are only too glad to help anybody seeking knowledge with advice on 

what to read, with answers to his questions, with encouragement for his Masonic development. 

We have talked of the acquisition of knowledge; we have talked of the use of this knowledge; 

but the principal thing which Masonic study and Masonic education should give cannot be 

learned from books. Thorough education can be acquired only through training and discipline, 

only by contact of the aspirant with other aspirants, by cooperation of the brethren, by meditation 

and contemplation. Wisdom comes only to those who have earned it. 

The principal object of Masonic study is TRUTH. In all our striving to attain Masonic education, 

in all our search for knowledge and wisdom, let us remember this-let us remember that 

knowledge without understanding is a vain and useless thing. Let us always think of Masonic 

education as a training in Masonic knowledge, Masonic wisdom, and Masonic truth. 
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The suggestions which follow relative to books pertaining to Masonry are not submitted as a 

complete index, a course in Masonic reading, or a selection of the best Masonic books. They are 

offered as a more or less random selection of books which the writers have found of interest and 

value in the hope that others may be helped in finding Masonic reading which will interest them. 

It seems almost unnecessary to say that the one indispensable book for each Mason to own and 

study is the "Holy Bible"-Masonry's Great Light. 

Each Mason raised in Oregon is given copies of lectures prepared by the Grand Lodge for his 

information, which are intended to help him understand the ceremonies and to encourage him to 

further study and thought. He is also given a copy of the Masonic Code and Manual of the 

Lodge. This book deserves more careful study than is usually given it. It contains much of the 

ritual, as well as the by-laws which regulate the organization and the work of the Grand Lodge, 

the constituent lodges, and the conduct of the members of the order. Every Mason and 

particularly every Lodge officer should be familiar with this book. 

We know of no book that is better as a "primer" in Masonry than Claudy's "Introduction to Free 

Masonry" the three parts of which can well be read by a candidate following the conferring of 

the three degrees. This book is truly an introduction to Free Masonry. In some jurisdictions a 

copy of it is given to each candidate when he receives his degrees.  

"The Little Masonic Library", consisting of twenty small volumes, should be in the library of 

every Mason. In its wide range of subjects each Mason will find something which will interest 

him and broaden his knowledge of Masonry. 

Another book which every Mason should own and consult constantly is Mackey's Encyclopedia, 

which is a whole Masonic library in itself, covering history, symbolism, philosophy, the ancient 

mysteries, and Masonic customs and jurisprudence. 

A book which will appeal particularly to Lodge officers is Claudy's "Master's Book", which 

contains many practical suggestions for handling the business of the Lodge, and invaluable 

advice concerning the duties of the Master and other officers. 

The officers of the Lodge and of the Grand Lodge must be familiar with the Masonic Code, and 

should also have further knowledge of Masonic jurisprudence, which differs in many respects 

from all other systems of law and procedure. Mackey's "Masonic Jurisprudence" is the standard 

book on this subject; in connection with it one may well read Pound's "Masonic Jurisprudence" 

and Shepard's "Landmarks of Free Masonry". 



Street's "Symbolism of the Three Degrees" gives short, clear interpretations of the most 

important symbols, and serves as an excellent introduction to books going more deeply into the 

subject, such as Haywood's "Symbolic Masonry" and Mackey's "Symbolism of Free Masonry". 

"The Builders" and the Men's House" by Joseph Fort Newton, and Haywood's "Great Teachings 

of Masonry" are known to all Masonic readers. They bring out Masonic symbolism and 

philosophy in a way which can be understood by all, and are recommended for the reading of all 

Masons. 

Of the other books on Masonic symbolism and philosophy we have room to mention only 

Wilmshurst's "The Meaning of Masonry", Roscoe Pound's "The Philosophy of Masonry" and 

finally "Morals and Dogma" by Albert Pike, who was probably the greatest thinker and 

philosopher who has written on Masonic subjects. 

In the field of history there are two comprehensive works: Mackey's History in seven volumes 

and Gould's in six. Most readers, however, prefer starting with a shorter work such as Gould's 

"Concise History", Haywood's and Craig's History, or Vibert's "The Story of the Craft" and "Free 

Masonry before the existence of Grand Lodges". For those who wish to go into the antiquity of 

the Craft the Iowa Grand Lodge Library has recommended the following books: 

Condor's ……(W) Hole Craft Masonry 

Fort's ………...Antiquities of Masonry 

Hughan's ………….…….Old Charges 

Hutchinson's ………Spirit of Masonry 

Plutarch's …………..On the Mysteries 

Preston's …….Illustrations of Masonry 

Leader Scott's …….Cathedral Builders 

Toulmin Smith's ………….The Guilds 

Waite's ………….Studies in Mysticism 

Webster's …..Primitive Secret Societies 

The history of Masonry in America is well told in Tatsch's "Free Masonry in the Thirteen 

Colonies' and Johnson's "Beginnings of Free Masonry in America". There are also certain 

important works giving the history of Masonry in individual states such as New York, 

Massachusetts, Virginia, and South Carolina. The Annual Proceedings of the several 

jurisdictions are an inexhaustible source for anyone who wishes to study the history of Free 

Masonry and its growth in the United States, and also contain much which will interest even the 

casual reader who thumbs through the pages. 

To keep abreast of Masonic affairs it is, of course, necessary to read the current Masonic 

magazines. These deal largely with local affairs, but all contain much of general interest. The 

New Age magazine, published by the Southern Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite, is particularly 

valuable for its coverage of world Masonry. The reports of foreign correspondents which are 

usually combined with the annual proceedings of the various Grand Lodges, give a broad picture 

of Masonic progress throughout the world. 

There are few biographies which deal with their subjects particularly from the Masonic 

viewpoint. Of these we mention Tatsch's "The Facts About George Washington as a Free 

Mason" and Fay's "Franklin, the Apostle of Modern Times". There are many biographies about 



Masons such as Washington, Franklin, John Marshall, which contain references to their Masonic 

affiliation. 

In the field of lighter reading one finds less than might be expected concerning Masonry. As 

good a collection of Masonic verse as the writers have ever seen is contained in one of the 

volumes of the "Little Masonic Library". Robert Burns has often been called the Post Laureate of 

Masonry. Kipling is another poet whose verses contain many allusions to Masonry and much 

Masonic philosophy. 

In fiction we find several collections of short stories by Stuart, Ellis, and George. Perhaps the 

best known of all Masonic fiction is Kipling's "The Man Who Would Be King", which should be 

read by every Mason. Many of Kipling's other stories also contain Masonic allusions, and in the 

collection entitled, "Debits and Credits", several stories center about the "Lodge of Faith and 

Works". 

The Grand Lodge of Oregon has made available for its members a splendid Masonic Library. In 

addition to most of the books which we have mentioned and many others, this library contains 

full sets of many Masonic magazines, some of which are extremely rare, including: 

"The New Age" 

"The Builder" 

"The Master Mason" 

"The Proceedings of Ars Quatuor Coronati" 

There is also available in the library a collection of clippings from Masonic publications 

covering a wide field of subject matter. 


