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Walter T. Peet 
{1852-1895} 

Walter Thomas Peet was born August 13, 1852 in Marlboro, Stark, Ohio; a son of Henry and Lydia nee 

Vaughn Peet. His father Henry Peet was the son of Thomas and Ellen Peet. Henry was born on August 17, 

1817 in England. He came to America and settled in Stark County, Ohio where he married Lydia the 

daughter of Matthew Vaughn born in Virginia in 1785, and Phebe Pennock born in 1784 in Pennsylvania. 

Lydia was born on January 9, 1827 in Ohio and married Henry Peet on October 26, 1851 in Stark County, 

Ohio. Walter was born about 9 ½ months later. A brother, Robert, was born the following year, but he died a 

month before his first birthday. About this time, 1854, the family relocated to Le Grand, Marshall, Iowa 

where they were found on a census in 1856. Henry was a Lime Burner age 34. Soon after the census taker 

recorded the household it grew with the addition of twins; Ellen and Phebe, born August 7, 1856. The girls 

were named after Henry and Lydia’s mothers. Two more children were added to the family; Frank on August 

12, 1858 and Henrietta on September 15, 1861. During this time the family moved to Blairstown, Benton, 

Iowa. 

 Just prior to the birth of their last child, the American Civil War had set fire to the country. In 1864 Iowa 

organized several Regiments of volunteer Infantry; at the age of 47 Henry Peet enlisted in 47th Iowa Infantry 

in Company C with the men from Benton County. This Unit was organized at Davenport on July 13, 1864 

and ordered to Helena, Arkansas as part of the District of Eastern Arkansas, 7th Army Corps, Dept. of 

Arkansas. The 7th was commanded by Maj. General Frederick Steele, who was most noted for his successful 

campaign to retake much of secessionist Arkansas for the Union cause. The unit did not see much action, but 

had 57 casualties all from disease. The regiment was ordered back to Davenport on September 1, 1864. 

Among the sick returning to Iowa was Henry Peet. He died on September 26, 1864, two days before his 

company was mustered out on September 28th. Walter was just 12 years old and his youngest sibling 
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Henrietta was 3. With the death of her husband Lydia filed 

a claim for a widow’s pension on October 25, 1864. She 

would receive $8 per month, plus $2 per month for each 

of her five children, to end the day before their 16th 

birthdays. Sadly, Lydia died a few years later, on August 11, 

1869 and was buried with her husband in the Pleasant Hill 

Cemetery, in Blairstown, Benton, Iowa. An application was 

filed on February 25, 1871 to transfer the pension to the 

minor children. Two days shy of his 17th birthday Walter 

was an orphan.  

 
             Pension Application                                                           Phebe and Walter Peet 

His siblings ranged in age from 13 down to 8 years old. By 1870 the twins Ellen and Phoebe were living in 

the household of Mary B. Ellison in Alliance, Stark, Ohio. While, Frank and Henrietta were in the home of 

Francis Carr, a Farmer in Marlboro, Stark, Ohio. Walter went off on his own, and at the time of the 1870 

census he was living in Belle Plaine, Benton, Iowa where he was a printer living in the household of D.C. 

Frost, an Editor. “Left an orphan at an early age he took up the responsibilities of life with a firm hand and 

soon acquire the printers trade. He followed that calling for a number of years, working in the largest cities in 
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the United States and Great Britain. Being thorough in this, as an all other undertakings, he drifted into Iowa 

in 1875, and became connected with a book bindery and publishing house in Cedar Rapids.”1 

 
Phebe and Henrietta Peet 

2 

He worked as a Printer in Chicago for a time. Later he went to Tipton Iowa, where for several years he was 

one of the proprietors of the Advertiser newspaper. In the spring of 1878, he gave up printing to engage in 

the banking business at Syracuse Nebraska. returning to Blairstown, Benton, Iowa he went back into Printing, 

by 1880. Later that year he went to Tipton to marry Miss Mattie Swartzlander November 25, 1880. Martha 

aka “Mattie” was the daughter of Rueben Swarzlander and his wife Martha nee Dale. Mattie was born in 

October of 1860 in Iowa. After the marriage Walter moved to Tipton, Cedar, Iowa, where his new wife lived 

and where he joined the Masonic Lodge. At this point he entered into Banking in Iowa. The couple then 

 
 
1 The Weekly Gazette-Times (Corvallis, Oregon) Wed. Sept. 18, 1895 
2 Cedar Rapids, Iowa City Directory 1876 
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went back to Syracuse, Nebraska where their only child, a daughter named Henrietta was born on October 

11, 1881. Finding the climate of Nebraska to severe, he moved with his family to Oregon in 1882. In the 

spring of 1882 Walter demitted from the Lodge in Tipton. Moving west to Oregon, arriving in Eugene, he 

formed a partnership with A. G. Hovey and H. C. Humphrey at Eugene. Here he assisted in organizing the 

Lane County Bank. After three years he left Eugene and spent a year with relatives in Ohio and Iowa. In 1884 

he went to Roseburg and conducted the Douglas County Bank, with Mr. Humphrey, the same being a branch 

of the Lane County bank. In 1885 he sold out to Messrs. Hovey and Humphrey and went to Minerva Ohio, 

where he bought into a bank conducted by his brother. He sold out in Ohio in 1886 and returned West. 

Coming back to Oregon, he located at Corvallis, where, with Milton S. Woodcock he started the Benton 

County Bank June 27, 1887. He returned Eugene again in 1888 and helped organize the Bank of Oregon and 

acted as cashier of the organization and the Eugene National Bank until April 1892 when he again went to 

Corvallis. Arriving in May of 1892 to become cashier of the First National Bank, which he had helped to 

establish. At the time of his death Mr. Peet was councilman from the third Ward having been elected in 1894, 

for the regular term of three years.3 He was made Chairman of the City Councils Financial Committee.4 A 

Bank election in January 1895 shows Walter Peet as a Cashier and member of the Board for the First 

National Bank. On Jan. 17, 1895 he and his wife went to Independence to attend a Masonic installation. He 

was then elected a member of the School Board in March of 1895. In May he was a pall bearer at the Masonic 

funeral of William Uhlmann. Uhlmann was the Superintendent of the Coast Carriage and Wagon Company. 

He had come to Corvallis from Moline, Illinois about 6 months earlier. His family having just arrived, he 

hung himself on the 4th floor of the factory. Mr. Peet and his wife attended the Oregon Grand Lodge and 

Eastern Star in Portland in June. 

 

 
3 The State Rights Democrat Fri. Sept. 20, 1895 Albany, Oregon. 
4 Albany Weekly Herald Thur. Sept. 19, 1895 page 5 
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Masonic History 

It is not clear when Walter Peet joined the Masonic Lodge, but it was probably around 1880. He was a 

member of Cedar Lodge #11 in Tipton, Cedar, Iowa. His Demit was dated March 25, 1882.  After his arrival 

in Oregon he petitioned Eugene Lodge #11 on April 16, 1884 and was elected a member on May 21, 1884. 

He was elected Secretary in 1885. He then left the area for a short time. Upon his return he was Appointed 

Junior Steward in 1887, elected Senior Warder in 1889 and Master in 1890. When he went to Grand Lodge in 

1890, he also took the SW’s proxy. That year he was appointed to the Committee on Mileage and Per Diem. 

The following year, 1891 he carried the proxy for the Master and the SW. He was head of the Committee on 

Mileage and Per Diem, and a teller for the counting of the election results. He was on the Committee on 

Remodeling the Temple Building. They reported back:  

“We, your committee on the advisability of reconstructing the building in which the Educational Fund is 

principally invested, beg leave to report, that in view of the fact that the proposed alterations would cost 

from $50,000 to $60,000, and the further fact that we would not then have a first-class building, we deem 

it unadvisable. 

Fraternally submitted, 

W. T. PEET, 

M. STOCK, 

SAM MAY, 

G. DETMERING, 

J. P. FAUL.5 

He came as a proxy for the JW in 1892 and repeated his jobs on the Mileage Committee and as a Teller for 

the vote. He demitted from Eugene Lodge #11 on Dec. 21, 1892 and affiliated with Corvallis Lodge #14 that 

same year. He was Elected Master of the Corvallis Lodge in 1894. 

At Grand Lodge in 1894, he served on the Finance and Accounts Committee, and offered a Resolution to 

raise the salaries of the Grand Secretary and Grand Lecturer to $800 per year each. That committee also 

agreed to allow Gold Beach Lodge No. 70 to be relieved of dues for 1894. He was selected to Educational 

Fund Committee, for 1894-95, and was a member of the Committee on the Uniformity of the Work. They 

reported as follows: 

We, your committee to whom was referred that part of the Grand Master's address relative to uniform 

work, beg leave to report that we are in favor of retaining the work as taught by Grand Lecturer Bushee; 

and this committee is of the opinion that it is the duty of each Master in the jurisdiction to see that his 

lodge secures and uses this work. We further recommend that all lodges that have not paid the assessment 

of 25 cents per capita be notified to do so at once. 

Respectfully submitted, 

O. E. SMITH, 

W. T. PEET, 

T. C. WATTS, 

Adopted. Committee. 

As the first order of business in the afternoon session Fri. July 13, 1894 he put forth another Resolution: 

Resolved, That all of the resolution of Brother Thos. Gray, of Willamette Lodge, passed at the session of 

1893, making provision for the purchase of the lots on Thirteenth and Washington streets, City of 

Portland, and providing for the building of a Temple thereon, be and is hereby repealed. 

 W. T. PEET. Adopted.”6 

 
5 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon Fri. June 12, 1891 Afternoon session page 88-89 
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Your special committee to whom was referred the matter of the lots on the corner of Thirteenth and 

Washington streets, and held in trust by Brother C. H. Lewis, beg leave to report that we have 

communicated with Brother Lewis, and he makes us the proposition to take the property and release this 

Grand Lodge of all liability growing out of said purchase, and said Grand Lodge to release all claims to 

the property. We recommend that Brother Lewis' proposition be accepted. Respectfully submitted, 

JACOB MAYER, 

W. T. PEET, 

DAVID P. MASON, 

ROBERT CLOW, 

PHIL METSCHAN, 

B. VAN DUSEN, 

P. S. MALCOLM, 

HENRY B. THIELSEN, 

Adopted. Committee. 

He attended Grand Lodge for the last time in 1895. He was proxy for the SW of Corvallis No. 14, and served 

on the Committee on By-Laws. 

York Rite 
Walter Peet was Exalted a Royal Arch Mason in Siloam Chapter No. 19 in Tipton, Cedar, Iowa in 1880. He 

was still a member in 1882 when he came to Oregon. He first appeared in the records of Eugene Chapter No. 

10 as a visitor on November 9, 1882, for the conferral of the Royal Arch degree on Robert S. Bean and two 

others. He next visited on February 19, 1883, and again that year on November 19th. In 1884 he visited in 

February, March and June, but took a more active role in July and September when he sat in as an officer. 

Finally, nearly two years after his first visit, he petitioned the Chapter for membership on October 20, 1884. 

He was elected on December 15, 1884, and appointed to the Ways and Means Committee on January 19, 

1885. He attended from January to June of 1885, but did not appear again until September 20, 1886. He 

attended regularly for the rest of the year and was appointed Royal Arch Captain on December 20, 1886, to 

serve for the year 1887. Although elected to an office he only attended twice in January and once in February, 

missing the rest of the year. He returned again on March 19, 1888, and attended in May, October, November 

and December. Despite his poor showing the last time he was given an office; he was elected Treasurer to 

serve for 1889. Appointed to the Grievance Committee on January 21, 1889, he went on the attend 16 of the 

18 meetings that year. On December 16, 1889 he was elected to serve again as Treasurer for 1890. Again, his 

attendance was excellent and he attended all 11 meetings. On December 15, 1890 he was elected again to 

serve as Treasurer for 1891. Walter was appointed Grand Master of the 3rd Veil for the Eugene Chapter in 

1892. By the end of 1892 Walter demitted from Eugene Chapter No. 10 and affiliated with Ferguson Chapter 

No. 5 in Corvallis. In 1894 Walter was appointed GM of the 3rd Veil for Ferguson Chapter in Corvallis. 

When Ivanhoe Commandery No. 2 in Eugene was organized Walter Peet became a Charter member. The 

Commandery’s Charter was dated August 23, 1883. That was nearly a year before he joined a Blue Lodge or 

R.A. Chapter in Oregon. He retained his membership in Ivanhoe Commandery until his death. He was 

elected Treasurer of Ivanhoe Commandery for 1889, and was Prelate in 1891 and 1892. 

WB Walter Peet was a member of St. Mary’s Chapter of the order of Eastern Star and was a Past Worthy 

Patron. 

 

 
6 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon Fri.July 13, 1894 Third day page 80 
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Although still a young man Walter Peet died tragically on September 16, 1895 in Corvallis; he was 43 years 

old. “Walter T. Peet was a well-respected member of the community and member of the Corvallis City 

Council. He met his untimely and painful death after seeking medicine for a malady at a Corvallis pharmacy.”7 

“Mr. Peet went into Graham’s drug store. A bottle of blackberry brandy usually set behind the prescription 

counter. Mr. Peet, as had been his custom, picked up a bottle that looked like the blackberry brandy, poured 

out an ounce and a half in a graduate.”8 

The Corvallis newspaper describes the story in detail: 

 

The Weekly Gazette-Times (Corvallis, Oregon) Wed. Sept. 18, 1895 

It Was Poison 

Wanted Brandy but Drank Aconite. 

The Druggist Also Sampled the Stuff -Banker Peet a Corpse and William Graham in a Critical Condition. 

W.T. Peet, cashier of the first national, dead, and William Graham in a critical condition is the result of 

getting hold of the wrong bottle in Graham and Wells drugstore yesterday morning. Mr. Peet, who had 

suffered two or three days with bowel trouble, called early in the morning at the store for a dose of brandy 

and ginger, and instead of a dose of brandy he drank by mistake an ounce of aconite, and died a little more 

than two hours later. William Graham, druggist in the store, also swallowed a small quantity of the poison, 

and throughout the whole of yesterday was lying at his home dangerously ill, with the chances about even for 

his recovery. 

At the time the poisonous draughts were swallowed the two men were alone in the store, and the exact details 

of how the mistake happened are mere conjecture, that can only be ascertained, now that Mr. Peet is dead, 

with the recovery of Mr. Graham. Although conscious to the last, Mr. Peet was too much occupied with the 

terrible pains that he suffered, and the almost certain conviction that he was a doomed man to heed trivial 

matters and he died without any illusion to the now perplexing question of how the mistake happened to be 

made. A puzzling proposition in a dreadful affair is that the druggist should have taken a dose of the stuff 

after Mr. Peet had swallowed the deadly draught. The most generally accepted theory is that after swallowing 

that does Mr. Peet complained of the taste of the liquid, and Graham, to test the medicine, took, the graduate 

from Mr. Pete’s hand and swallowed whatever was left in the vessel. Whether or not Mr. Peet or whether or 

not it was Billy Graham they poured out the aconite for Brandy, nobody knows but Billy Graham, and his 

physical condition must improve and his brain grow clearer before anyone will be allowed to ask him to give 

up the secret. 

Death of Mr. Peet. 

Dr. Farra was the first person to arrive on the scene after the fatal dose had been swallowed. “I was in the 

drugstore about 7:15 yesterday morning,” he said, “when Mr. Pete walked in. I stood in the rear end of the 

back room and there was no one else present but Mr. Graham the drug clerk. Mr. Peet entered the back door, 

and at once told Mr. Graham that he was suffering from dysentery and wanted a glass of brandy. Mr. Graham 

asked him if he wanted Jamaica ginger in it as usual, and Mr. Pete replied in the affirmative. Mr. Graham got 

the graduate and was standing at the water fountain and Mr. Pete passed me and went up to where Mr. 

Graham was standing at which time I turned and started for my office.” 

 
7 Corvallis Gazette 9/19/1895  
8 Albany Democrat Fri. Sept. 20, 1895 
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Dr. Farra stopped in the store room in the Farra & Allen brick where workmen are making repairs. He had 

been there about a moment when the noise of a man running attracted his attention and he turned and stood 

in the doorway. “I don’t think,” said Dr. Farra, “that more than two minutes had elapsed since I had left the 

drugstore when Mr. Graham, highly excited came running up and said to me to hurry to this to the store that 

Peet had swallowed a terrible dose of aconite.“ “How much did he get” I asked and Graham replied that he 

had swallowed a whole ounce of it, “but I didn’t get so much,” he added. As he ran down the street Graham 

began to gag and attempted to vomit about the time he passed the bank corner. Reaching the store Peet was 

found standing at the water bucket in the back room. He was gagging and retching and shortly after my 

arrival he began vomiting. “I think I have got enough to kill me doctor,” he said, and I replied that “I hope 

not.” That was all the consolation I could give him. We were soon followed into the store by Richard 

Graham, who with Billy Graham was at once dispatched for milk. It was only a few minutes until the supply 

had been obtained and it was given to each patient and both were soon vomiting especially Graham who had 

been vomiting before he swallowed the milk and other drugs administered. We used no stomach pump, of 

course, for with the freedom with which both were vomiting there was no need of it.  

As soon as it could be done a carriage was brought to the door so not more than 20 minutes had elapsed 

since the drug had been swallowed, Mr. Peet, when it came time to enter the carriage was unable to walk 

alone. His limbs were partially paralyzed and it was with difficulty that he could use them. Two men assisted 

him into the vehicle, and he was driven hurriedly home. There, oblivious of the awful news in store for her, 

his wife had to be aroused to get the door open. Mr. Peet was carried to his chamber and laid on a bed. Dr. 

Farra was in constant attendance and Dr. Wilson soon arrived. The application of all the anecdotes known to 

medical science were continued unremittingly. The effect of the drug was to stop the hearts action, and 

injections of morphine to ease the pain and nitroglycerin to stimulate the action of the heart were freely 

administered, and for a time with apparent good affect. At one time two or three minutes before death came 

his pulse was almost normal and, apparently as strong as that of a healthy person, and his physicians at the 

moment felt that there was a possibility for him to survive the dose. This promise, however, was only a 

flittering phantom, and while Dr. Wilson held the patient’s pulse, and Dr. Farra was preparing another dose 

of stimulant the heart, without a flutter suddenly cease to beat, the moans of the sufferer ceased and W.T. 

Peet fell back lifeless on his pillow during the two hours in 10 or 15 minutes that he lived after swallowing the 

drug the dead man sufferings were awful. The effect of the drug is so well known to druggists and physicians 

that they shudder almost when they think of the struggling man’s last moments. There were continual 

etchings and vomiting and moans caused by the awful pain. Great beads of perspiration stood out on his 

person and he begged his physician to administer a dose that would produce death and end his misery. From 

the first he felt that he was doomed, and a short time before the end came he told his wife that he could not 

live. 

Grahams Dose. 

Richard Graham, a brother of one of the unfortunate men was the second person on the scene. He was 

attracted by the haste of his brother in rushing after Dr. Farra and followed to ascertain the cause. When 

Dick arrived, Billy was searching the store for ipecac to be used as an emetic, and was unable to find it. The 

aconite had greatly enlarged the pupils of his eyes and partially blinded him. Richard Graham at once rushed 

off at the request of the physician to get a supply of milk, returning a few minutes later with the quantity 

secured at the variety store of Miss Warren. Meanwhile, Billy Graham had made a trip across the street to 

Mrs. Dallabys where he went after milk and returned with a number of eggs. All this time Billy had been 

running around with an enormous dose of aconite in his stomach. And occasionally stopping to retch, and it 
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was not until after his return from Mrs. Dallabys that Richard Graham learned that not only Mr. Peet but 

William Graham had swallowed the deadly poison. 

When the carriage arrived Billy refused to ride, and started bravely out with his brother to walk home. He 

made the trip, but the effects of the poison began to tell before the trip was ended, and it was with difficulty 

that his brother succeeded in getting him along the last block. After a few minutes violent pains seized him, 

and throughout the day his condition was regarded as critical. Drs. Lee and Davis were with him almost 

constantly, and stimulants were constantly administered every half an hour to keep up the action of his heart, 

which in the absence of strong stimulants, threaten to stop beating altogether. In the afternoon his pains 

disappeared, and except nervousness and a numbness of lambs and body he was fairly comfortable. No one 

was permitted to see him, and the knowledge of the death of Mr. Peet was studiously kept from him, his 

physician giving out that the shock from such intelligence would undoubtedly prove fatal. There is no doubt, 

according to the statements of the physicians, that to the fact that he had just eaten a hearty breakfast was due 

the result that he did not at once share the fate of Mr. Peet. 

The poison 

The bottle from which the dose was taken was not the regular bottle used in preparing prescriptions. It was 

the stock bottle, used in filling the bottle from which prescriptions are ordinarily prepared it is a five-pint 

bottle, and contained only a few ounces of the deadly drug. It is kept in the laboratory or back room of the 

store and usually occupies a place on the bottom one of a system of shelves, and at a point about 3 feet from 

where the blackberry brandy bottle always stands. Instead of its usual place, it was found after the awful 

occurrence sitting side-by-side with the Brandy bottle. The two bottles were of the same size and in the dark 

place they occupied have the appearance of being exactly the same color each is marked with a written label, 

which though perfectly plain and legible, in the gloom of the darkened room can, at a mere glance be easily 

mistaken for each other. The brandy bottle was nearly full and the aconite bottle was nearly empty.  

Aconite is a more deadly poison than strychnine or arsenic. A medical writer says: “Aconitia is an exceedingly 

virulent poison, more powerful when pure than prussic acid. It is scarcely adapted to internal use as even one-

fifteenth of a grain has produced alarming results. Taking in small doses aconite produces a sensation of 

numbness in the head face and extremities with a sedative action on the circulation, and more or less nausea 

and muscular debility. In larger doses it’s affects are those of an acroinarcotic poison; gastric irritation, 

purging, contraction or expansion of the pupils, numbness or paralysis of the limbs, syncope or 

unconsciousness, convulsions and death.” 

The dose swallowed by Mr. Peet and Mr. Graham was tincture of aconite of which in ordinary dose is 3 to 5 

drops. Well known physicians, speaking of the amount that could be swallowed in safety, said he would 

hesitate to risk taking 10 drops. It is supposed that 25 to 30 drops would prove fatal. From this, the fearful 

character of the dose swallowed by Mr. Pete can be readily understood, when it is stated that he took an 

ounce, which in chemical lore is put down at 960 drops enough to kill 300 men… 

He was survived by his wife, Mattie Swartzlander and a 13 year old daughter; a brother: Frank M. Peet of 

Oliver Springs, Tenn. and several sisters: Mrs. J.A. (Phebe) Coulter, Pueblo, Co; Mrs. J.A. (Ellen) Wann, 

Canton, OH; Mrs. A. (Henrietta) Christiansen, Portland, Oregon… 

A meeting of the Masonic fraternity was held last night and arrangements were completed for the funeral of 

Mr. Peet. The deceased will be buried with Masonic honors, and escorts from the Eugene and Albany 

commanderies Knights Templar will be in attendance, as will also be delegates of Masons from Independence 

and other lodges. The funeral will occur from the family residence at 2 o’clock Thursday afternoon, and the 
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internment will be made in Crystal Lake cemetery… He was a charter member of Ivanhoe commandery 

Knights Templar, Eugene, and retained his membership. Meeting of that body will be held this evening to 

express regrets and to make arrangements to attend the funeral. Nearly the entire membership will leave on 

Thursday’s local train to attend the funeral as an escort.” 

Dr. B. D. Paine, a Masonic brother, and his wife had been planning a visit to the Peet home in Corvallis on 

Sept. 18, but changed their plans to now attend his funeral. Freight trains between Albany and Corvallis were 

held the day of the funeral so that the funeral party could get back to Albany that night. The week before his 

death Brother Peet had visited the Albany Commandery, and a contingent of Knights from Albany’s Temple 

Commandery No. 3 and Eugene’s Ivanhoe Commandery No. 2 converged on Corvallis for the funeral on 

Thursday September 19, 1895. The funeral was attended by the Mayor of Corvallis and many in the Banking 

industry and was under the auspices of the Masons. The personal property of Walter Peet was valued at 

$12,500 and was left to his wife and daughter. He was remembered as “one of the most prominent men of 

Corvallis…He was a man of excellent reputation, known for his reliability and business sagacity.”9 

10 

 
9 The States Rights Democrat Fri. Sept. 20, 1895 Albany page 3 
10 The Eugene Guard Thur. Sept. 19, 1895 
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The Eugene Guard Mon. Sept. 23, 1895 

Graham’s Version. 

The poisoning of W. T. Peet and Will Graham, at Corvallis, has excited great interest in Eugene. A good 

many have expressed a desire to know Mr. Graham's version of the affair. 

The Times gives it as follows: 

Thursday afternoon Mr. Graham arose and dressed himself, but after five minutes his heart began to show signs of 

failing and he was immediately put to bed. Then the treatment with stimulants that had been left off for several hours 

was again applied, and was kept up until yesterday afternoon. The patient has not yet recovered the free use of his 

limbs, and his legs in walking are stiff and his step is unsteady and irresolute. It is not certain just how much longer 

he will be detained in his room. 

To two or three friends to whom he had spoken on the subject Mr. Graham says his dose must have been nearly 

an ounce. According to bis version, given these friends since ho has rallied from the effects of the drug. Mr. 

Graham's part in filling the graduate for the draught consisted only in pouring in the ginger. When Mr. Graham 

returned with the ginger Mr. Peet stood with the graduate already filled with the brandy and into the vessel he 

poured the required amount of ginger. Mr. Peet at once took a swallow and remarked that it was awfully strong of 

ginger or words to that effect to show his customer it was not stronger than usual, Mr. Graham took the graduate 

from Mr. Peet's hand and in order not to he burned by the ginger swallowed down what remained in the glass at one 

gulp. It was no sooner done than he realized the mistake, and a glance at the label on the bottle told the story. 

It was not until Thursday morning (9/19) that Mr. Graham was considered strong enough to be told the fate of his 

companion in the terrible affair. The Intelligence was communicated to him by Dr. N. B. Avery and it proved to be a 

terrible shock. He upbraids himself for allowing Mr. Peet access to the bottle at all, but as Mr. Peet was a frequent 

sufferer with the ailment and often helped himself to the bottle, Mr. Graham's position in the matter is of course seen 

to be blameless. 

 


