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Captain Henry Colley Morrice 
“Rock River Roofing” and “Regalia and Trimmings” 

Henry Colley Morrice was born on July 3, 1836 in Blackburn, Lancashire, England, and baptized July 14, 

1836 at St. Peter’s Church in Brunley. He was the son of William Henry Morrice, born 1805, a Book Seller in 

Blackburn, who died in Lancashire, England in May of 1852. After the death of his father Henry came to 

America and settled in New York City, where he was Naturalized on October 21, 1856.  
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1 Parish Register St. Peter’s Church Blackburn, Lancaster England, July 14, 1836 
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Harry, as he was known, enlisted in the Union Army in about 1862. During the Civil War “he had been in 

active service, having charge of the Quartermasters’ Stores on the Potomac River.”2, and was stationed in 

Maryland in 1864. There, he and his wife Mary nee Rizpah, born July 1846, had a son named Benjamin who 

was born in Annapolis, Maryland on May 6, 1864. Harry was a Captain in the U.S. Army Quartermaster 

Corps at the end of the war. After the war he resided in Annapolis and Baltimore, Maryland for a couple 

years, before going to Buffalo New York in 1866. From there he was stationed at Atlanta, Georgia from 1868 

to March 21, 1869. Leaving that position, he took his wife and son and went to Portland, Oregon, arriving in 

May of 1869. In Portland, he went to work as Chief Clerk in the Army Quartermaster’s Department; in their 

office at 26 Front Street. He and his family resided on Fourth between Stark and Oak. In 1872 be began to 

branch out in his business dealings. He was an Agent for the Rock River Paper Company selling Roofing 

Paper. His contact was a P. O. Box and he was working through the store of fellow Freemason George L. 

Story. The next year, 1873, he ran his operation out of the Masonic Temple at Third and Alder.  
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2 The Standard Union Brooklyn, New York Sat. Feb. 4, 1905 
3 Polk’s Portland City Directory 1872 
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4 George Leach Story born Massachusetts 1833, PM Willamette Lodge #2 1876, 32º K.C.C.H. 1893, died 1916 Portland. 
5 Polk’s Portland City Directory 1872 
6 Polk’s Portland City Directory 1874 
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Tri Weekly Astorian Sat. Dec. 6, 1873 

Harry also opened “Regalia and Trimmings” out of the Temple. Brother Morrice’s Regalia shop was likely the 

first of its kind in Oregon, and was advertised as the “only Regalia House in the State”. By June of 1873 he 

began advertising in the newspapers, and adds came out in the Morning Oregonian in Portland and the 

TriWeekly in Astoria on a regular basis from 1873 until 1874. From 1871 to 1873 Harry worked for the 

Quartermaster Department and resided at Fourth between Stark and Oak. The year 1873 also brought the 

birth of Harry’s 2nd child, a daughter, Mary Catherine Morrice known as “Katie”, who was born in Portland in 

April of that year. 

In 1874 he continued to work the Roofing Paper and Regalia businesses, but was not shown as working for 

the Quartermaster Dept. any longer. He may have struck out on his own, but he was a lifelong military man, 

so it just may be incidental, but he was not listed with the Commissary Dept. from 1874 to 1876. Whether 

from the great fire of 1873, or no longer working for the Army, he was no longer residing on Fourth St. He 

lived in three different places over the next three years. In 1875 he moved his business out of the Masonic 

Temple to 25 First St., continuing on only as the sole agent for the “Rock River Roofing Paper Co.” 

Oregon’s first Regalia House was short lived, lasting only from 1873 to 1874. In 1877 he appears again as a 

Clerk in the U.S. Commissary Department. This brought with it a steady place to live at Sixth and Pine. Harry 

worked for the U.S.C.D. from 1877 to 1879, he then transferred to Vancouver, Washington in 1880.  

Although he had focused his attentions across the river, Henry still did business in Portland. On January 12, 

1881 he put in his intention to become a citizen at the U.S. District Court in Portland. Over the next couple 

years visits across the river were not uncommon for Harry and his family. Friends from Portland would also 

visit and stay with the Morrice family in Vancouver.  
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On Oct 20, 1882 the Morrice family added their third and last child, a daughter named Margaret “Maggie” 

Rizpah Morrice, born in Vancouver, Washington. The next year brought tragedy to the family. On April 3, 

1883 H.C. Morrice took his family up to the Walker ranch in Klickitat County, in Washington.7 Bennie 

Morrice, the eldest child and only son of Harry Morrice was about a month away from his 19th birthday. 

Bennie had shown an aptitude for steamboating “and very quickly 

learned his duties as a pilot and had attained sufficient proficiency 

so that he was granted a master's license on the Willamette and 

Columbia rivers, from Oregon City, and Cape Disappointment to 

the Cascades. But his career was of short duration, for ill health 

overtook him, some months ago. He went to the upper country to 

the ranch of Mr. Walker, or Chapman's creek, in the hope of 

finding relief, but was there only a short time before death came, 

suddenly, without any warning. Mr. Walker did all in his power 

before death to make his situation comfortable, and after death had 

his remains, with his mother and family, taken to the Dalles, where 

Mr. Morrice met them. With its accustomed liberality to its old 

employees the O.R.& N. Co. transported to Vancouver free of 

charge the funeral cortege, rendering every required facility with 

promptness.”8 Bennie died April 12, 1883 at the Walker Ranch and 

was buried in Riverview Cemetery in Portland. The name of his 

younger sister Margaret, was added to the tombstone, May 28, 

1891, when she died at the age of nine.  

A couple months after the death of his son Bennie, Harry started working across the river in Portland again. 

A notice in “The Vancouver Independent” on Thursday July 27, 1883 is as follows: “H. C. Morrice is now in 

the office of the Disbursing Quartermaster at Portland, riding over and back every day to attend his office 

duties.” As there were no bridges across the Columbia at this time, it meant taking a ferry twice a day. He 

continued to live in Vancouver through 1885 when he was found on the census for the Territory of 

Washington. Then in 1886 the Portland City Directory shows him as a Clerk in the U.S. Commissary Dept. 

living at the corner of Fifth and C Streets. Still they were listed as visitors staying at the Gilman Hotel in 

 
7 The Vancouver Independent Thur. Apr. 5, 1883 
8 The Vancouver Independent Thru. Apr. 26, 1883 



6 
 

Portland in August and December of 1888, having come to visit from Vancouver. Since he was not listed in 

Portland in 1888, they must have been back in Vancouver. But from 1889 to 1892 they had a Portland 

address. In 1890 Capt. Morrice was Chief Clerk for the U.S. Army Quartermaster in Portland and resided at 

the NW corner of Fifth and E Streets. He remained in this position and at this address until 1892. In 1891 he 

was also representing the Star Brewery. He was the Portland agent for the Vancouver company. 

 

He is not in Portland after 1892. He, however, remained a member of the Portland Scottish Rite. As such he 

was listed in the Portland Masonic Directories from 1896 until 1906 when he was listed as deceased. Each 

year of the Directory shows where he was living at the time. From 1895 to 1897 he was in Cincinnati, Ohio, 

and from about 1897 to 1899 he was in New Orleans, Louisiana. The 1900 U.S. Census shows that his wife 

Mary R. Morrice was living in New Orleans’ 4th Precinct, in the household of their daughter Katie Ward. 

Katie was a 27-year-old widow with a daughter named Florence who was born in Ohio in Nov. of 1898. It 

would appear that her husband died around the time of the birth of their daughter, and Katie took the child 

to New Orleans where her father was Stationed. Harry was not listed in this household, and was not found in 

the Census. The Portland Directory reveals that he had left his wife, daughter and granddaughter in New 

Orleans while he was stationed in Cuba from 1899 to about 1901. This was the period right after the Spanish 

American War. Sometime in 1901 he and his wife Mary went to New York City, where Mary died on Feb. 27, 

1902. Soon after Harry moved over to the Mansion House at 137 Hicks St. in Brooklyn, New York, where he 

lived the last couple years of his life. He worked at the Office of the Chief Commissary Department of the 

East. The office was located on Governors Island in the New York Harbor near Brooklyn. 

Captain Henry C. Morrice. 

The Brooklyn Daily Eagle Sun. Feb. 5, 1905 

Captain Henry C. Morrice, U. S. A., retired, died at 11 o'clock Wednesday morning at the Mansion 

House, alter a brief illness of acute indigestion and a subsequent attack of heart failure. He was 69 years 

old and had lived in Brooklyn at the Mansion House for about two years. 

Captain Morrice was a Veteran of the Civil War, and since the war had been attached to the army 

department at New Orleans, and also at headquarters in Whitehall street, Manhattan. He was a thirty-

second degree Mason and a Knight Templar. Since he came to Brooklyn be had been connected in some 

way with army headquarters, but his connection was one that did not require a great deal of work. He had 

become enfeebled and recently suffered from indigestion. Thursday night he left his room in the Mansion 

House and went to the clerk's office, where he complained of being ill. A physician was summoned, but 

the acute attack which followed aggravated a heart trouble and death ensued the next morning. 

His sister. Mrs. C. M. Ware, of 1486 North Miro Street, New Orleans, was notified of his death and she 

came to Brooklyn to take charge of the body. 

Henry C. Morrice died Feb. 2, 1905 at the Mansion House, of Pericarditis with the right side of his Heart 

Engorged, and Dyspnea or labored breathing. The newspaper was in error, as Mrs. C. M. Ward was not his 

sister, but his daughter Katie. Worshipful Brother H.C. Morrice was buried on Feb. 6, 1905 in Evergreen 

Cemetery. 
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Masonic History 

9 

Blue Lodge 
Henry C. Morrice was Initiated at St. Johns Lodge #34 in Baltimore on August 1, 1866 and was Passed to the 

degree of Fellow Craft on December 4, 1866 in DeMolay Lodge #498 in Buffalo, New York. He was Raised 

a Master Mason in that Lodge, on January 15, 1867.10 He came to Oregon in May of 1869, and was a Charter 

member and first Junior Steward of Portland Lodge #55 on June 27, 1872. He was elected Junior Warden in 

1873, and carried the Junior Warden’s proxy to Grand Lodge in 1874 and 1876. He demitted from Portland 

Lodge No. 55 on July 18, 1879,11 along with Jacob Thompson who also joined the Lodge in Washington. On 

the 3rd day of May, 1879, eight Master Masons met to discuss chartering a new Lodge in Vancouver, 

Washington. Among them were two members of the Portland Scottish Rite, Knight Commander Capt. Henry 

C. Morrice and Capt. Joseph Sladen who was coroneted 33º in 1904. On motion Bro. Sladen was chosen 

Chairman and Bro. Morrice Secretary. After choosing a name, Mount Hood, Bro. Morrice was chosen the 

first Worshipful Master under dispensation. “On May 7, 1879, the Grand Master (of Washington Territory) 

received a petition for a dispensation for another Lodge at Vancouver. The application was refused, as was a 

similar one from the same brethren made to the Grand Lodge the following month, because most of the 

petitioners were affiliated in other States. But on August 2d of the same year, the brethren having properly 

qualified themselves, Grand Master Lacy granted them authority to open Mount Hood Lodge. The first 

returns from this Lodge showed but eleven members, of whom two had been Raised and one affiliated while 

under dispensation.”12 Henry C. Morrice was a founding member and first Worshipful Master of Mt. Hood 

 
9 Polk’s Portland City Directory 1873 
10 Portland Scottish Rite Photo Album and Index, SR Archives Portland 
11 The Minutes of Portland Lodge #55 book 2 page 307 
12 Masonic History of the Northwest. 1902 by Hodson, Upton and Brown, by the History Publishing Co. page 33-34 
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Lodge No. 32 of Washington jurisdiction. During his year the Lodge Raised two Master Masons. They 

originally met at the Washington Lodge No. 4 building and used their equipment, but after a couple months 

struck out on their own and rented from the Oddfellows. They held their first meeting at Oddfellow Hall on 

Jan. 24, 1880. “At a meeting on March 13, 1880 Mt. Hood's Worshipful Master, Henry C. Morrice delivered 

an interesting lecture on "Masonry in Its Early Days." At the following meeting, on March 24 he explained 

"The Working of the Different Degrees of Masonry," and on April 10 he addressed the Lodge on "Masonry 

and Religion." The Lodge petitioned for a Charter on May 8, 1880 and it was granted on June 4, 1880. Joseph 

A. Sladen was elected Master. This Lodge had a strong military presence, so much so that a few of the civilian 

members ended up withdrawing. WB Morrice was elected Master again in 1881, 1882 and 1883. He was 

elected Secretary for 1884 and 1885. Joseph Sladen was elected Master for 1887 and 1888, and Harry Morrice 

was elected Master for the fifth time in 1890.13 He represented his Lodge at the Grand Communication in 

Seattle in June of 1891 as Junior Warden. After this the trail goes cold and although it is certain that he 

remained active the next 14 years of his life, those Blue Lodge details are yet to be found. 

 
Grand Lodge 

Brother Morrice first took an active role in Grand Lodge during the Grand Communication held in Portland 

June 9-12, 1873. He was appointed to the Committee on Installation, and also put forth the resolution to 

repeal standing resolution #48. We are aware that Harry Morrice did not affiliate in Oregon between 1869 

and 1871, and considering this resolution, one might wonder if this resolution was somehow a burden to him 

during that time. As he put it: “WHEREAS, Standing Resolution No. 48, is calculated to retard Masonic 

intercourse in this jurisdiction, rather than promote it with the Craft from sister jurisdictions, unless the 

rule therein adopted becomes universal; AND WHEREAS, The rule requiring certificates of good 

standing is not in force in any other jurisdiction; therefore, Be it Resolved, That said resolution be 

repealed.”14 The resolution was adopted, and Standing Resolution #48, shown below, was dropped.15 A few 

months after the Grand Lodge session, Brother Morrice joined with many other Masons to attend the laying 

of the Cornerstone at the State Capital in Salem. On Oct. 8, 1873 Brother Morrice deposited two items into 

the cornerstone box: “item 12. Roster of United States troops serving in the Department of the Columbia, 

commanded by Brevet Major General Jefferson C. Davis; deposited by H. C. Morrice. And item 30. 

Transactions of the Supreme Council of the 33d Degree of the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States, 

May, 1872; deposited by H. C. Morrice.”16 

 
13 “History of Mt. Hood Lodge” by Bro. David C. Miller abt 1972 pages 13, 15 and 58. 
14 Grand Lodge of Oregon Proceedings page 42 
15 48. Resolved, That it shall be incumbent on every traveling brother, asking assistance from the brethren in this State, 
to produce a certificate from the Lodge of which he is a member, of his being a Mason in good standing. This certificate 
shall be good for one year from its date, and shall bear the seal of the Lodge from which the brother holding it hails. 
June, 1870. 
16 Grand Lodge of Oregon Proceedings June 1874 page 10 
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At the Grand Communication of 1874 Brother Morrice was again appointed to the Committee on 

Installation. On the afternoon of June 10, 1874, after the Grand Master opened the session at 2 P.M. Brother 

Morrice presented the following resolution:  

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Grand Lodge, that Section 3, of Article 9, of the Constitution of this 

Grand Lodge, applies only to such cases where the Diploma is furnished by the Grand Secretary; and 

that, when brothers present Diplomas furnished by themselves, that the Grand Secretary is authorized to 

properly authenticate the same for a sum not to exceed one dollar. Which was adopted. He also presented 

a resolution of Thanks to the Musicians who played during the Installation. Having presented his bill to the 

Grand Treasurer, he was paid $3 for moving the organ. 

In 1875 Brother N. B. Humphrey presented a resolution of thanks to Brother Morrice, as follows: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be tendered to our esteemed Bro. H. C. Morrice, for his 

valuable and efficient services as Assistant Secretary during the present session of this Grand Lodge, and 

that he be allowed five dollars per day for said services for the present session. June 17, 1875. 

At the morning session June 17, 1875, Brother Morrice was made the first Librarian of the Grand Lodge 

Library being built up in the new Masonic Temple at Third and Alder. 

First Grand Librarian 
In 1872 the Masons of Portland, Oregon, opened a magnificent Temple at the corner of Third and Alder. 

This became home to Willamette Lodge No. 2, Harmony Lodge No. 12, and Portland Lodge No.55. It also 

housed the Scottish Rite, and York Rite, and finally after 20 years, the Grand Lodge had a home of its own. 

In June of 1873 a resolution was adopted for the establishment of the Grand Lodge Library. In June of 1874 

it was “resolved to authorize a Librarian for the Grand Lodge Library providing the same without expense.” 

As many who have attended sessions of the Grand Lodge can attest, sometimes the wheels move slowly. 

Finally, in 1875 the position was authorized. In his address to the Craft Grand Master John B. Congle stated 

the following: 

GRAND LODGE LIBRARY. 

“There having been no funds available during the past year, nothing has been 

done toward it. I would, however, urgently recommend for consideration and 

action the necessity of something being done at an early day to enable the 

Grand Lodge to obtain from each of our sister Grand Lodges such of their 

reports as we are deficient of, leaving the binding of them until some future 

time. A good, substantial book-case is, however, needed at once, in which to 

place the reports as fast as received, the one in use at present being entirely 

too small and not properly arranged for that purpose. I would also 

recommend the appointment by the Grand Lodge of a Librarian, without pay, 

whose duty it shall be to correspond with our sister Grand Bodies for such 

copies as we are deficient of; to take charge of and have control over the 

Grand Lodge Library, under the direction of the Grand Master and Grand Secretary.”17  

It is interesting to note that the new Standing Resolution #48 referred to the new Grand Library and gave the 

Grand Secretary the job of creating the rules for book use. Standing Resolution #49 allotted $25 per year to 

the Grand Secretary, under the direction of the Grand Master to purchase Masonic Works for the Grand 

Library, and #50 for the Grand Secretary to provide a Librarian without expense to Grand Lodge. A special 

committee on the Grand Lodge Library authorized the new book case as requested by the Grand Master. 

 
17 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon June 14, 1875 page 17 John B. Congle 1874-75 and 1875-76. 
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Grand Master Congle was elected to serve as Grand Master for and 2nd term, and on June 17, 1875, he 

appointed Brother Henry C. Morrice as the first Grand Lodge Librarian. Brother Morrice served as Grand 

Librarian from 1875 until he demitted to Washington Territory in 1879. In 1877 and 1878 Grand Masters 

Kunzie and Clow remarked about the advancement of the Library under the capable guidance of Harry 

Morrice. 

Grand Mast Kunzie in his 1877 address said: “Our Grand Lodge Library has, 

under the careful and zealous management of our able and talented Grand 

Librarian, steadily increased in volume, and is carefully kept and arranged, 

and if our finances permit, I would recommend that a fixed sum be yearly 

appropriated for the purchase of Proceedings and Masonic works, by the 

Librarian, until eventually our Library will be a crowning glory, and a mine 

of mental wealth to the Craftsmen of our Grand Jurisdiction. And now, my 

brethren, my address is finished; imperfect though it may be, it is before you 

for your criticism and approval. Be your verdict as it may, I submit cheerfully 

to your disapproval, and welcome your endorsement of my acts; and can but 

simply say, that I have sincerely and honestly endeavored to do my duty by 

the light given me as a Mason, in the exalted office to which your partiality and kindness had so 

generously placed me.”18 

Brother Morrice was also paid for services as a Clerk during the session June 15, 1877. 

And Grand Master Clow reported in 1878 that: “Under the efficient 

management of the Grand Secretary and Grand Librarian, the Standard works 

upon the subject of Masonry have either been secured and in transit to this 

point, or occupy a place in the Grand Lodge Library. And it is seriously 

doubted whether the aggregation of a large number of the same class of books 

will result in such benefits to the Brethren of this Jurisdiction, as will warrant 

any additional outlay in this behalf. I would therefore recommend that the 

annual appropriation for this purpose be for the present discontinued, except 

so much as may be necessary to secure the proceedings of Sister Grand 

Lodges.”19 

 

The Grand Librarian, Bro. H. C. Morrice, presented the following report which was read June 10, 1878 and 

filed: 

 “I have the honor to report that during the past year have added over one hundred copies of Proceedings 

to your Library, received from Sister Grand Jurisdictions. Bro. W. W. Francis, W.M. of Willamette Lodge 

No. 2, has kindly donated to the Library a valuable work entitled, "Veritas." 

Bro. A. J. Wheeler, editor of the Masonic Jewel, has kindly donated volumes 4 and 6 of his magazine, 

regretting that it is out of his power to present a complete set. 

Several valuable and ancient works have been purchased and placed in the Library, list of which will be 

found in bill of Spencer & Co., accompanying my Accounts which I enclose herewith. 

Very truly and fraternally yours, H. C. MORRICE, Grand Librarian. 

 
18 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon June 11, 1877 page 30 MWB Jay Henry Kunzie 1876-77 
19 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon June 10, 1878 page 21 MWB Robert Clow 1877-78 
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After 1879 Brother Morrice pursued Masonry in Vancouver, Washington. Likewise, he was involved in the 

Grand Lodge in Washington Territory and was an attendee on a number of occasions. The details remain in 

the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Washington. 

 
Masonic Temple at Third and Alder 1871-1907 

The Scottish Rite met on the top floor 1872-1891 

Scottish Rite 
Henry C. Morrice received the 4th - 14th degrees by conferral at White Eagle Chapter Rose Croix in Atlanta, 

Georgia between April 15, 1868 and March 21, 1869. Brother Morrice 14° along with Dr. James R. Bailey and 

John C. Ainsworth 33° were the only three Scottish Rite Masons in Oregon in 1870. Morrice worked 

alongside Ainsworth to establish the Scottish Rite in Portland while Bailey worked on Salem. 

He became a Charter member of the Oregon Lodge of Perfection 4° - 14° February 3, 1870, Rose Croix 15° - 

18° on November 14, 1871 and Council of Kadosh 19° - 30° on January 11, 1872. He received the 32° from 

Illustrious Brother E. H. Shaw 33°. He was the Marshal of Ceremonies for the all the Bodies of Oregon 

Scottish Rite from 1871 to 1877, although his Ledger entry also shows that he was Secretary in 1874. Harry 

worked hard for the Craft and was one of the earliest 

members to be elevated to Knight Commander of the Court 

of Honor in Oregon. He went through the Investiture with 

Irving Washington Pratt on May 6, 1878, making them the 

4th and 5th members of the K.C.C.H. in Oregon. Rockey 

Earhart received his K.C.C.H. the following day, May 7, 

1878. Earhart and Pratt went on to the 33° before the year 

ended.  On Feb. 23, 1879 Ill. Bro. Albert Pike 33° Grand 

Commander, wrote to Rockey Earhart inquiring about Bro. 

Morrice, as follows:  Capt. John C. Ainsworth Dr. James R. Bailey 
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Albert Pike 33°   and   Rockey P. Earhart 33° 

20 

“February 23, 1879 

My Dear Bro. Earhart, 

Bro. Morrice has sent me a letter of yours to be read and then destroyed, which, with your consent I will 

not destroy, but keep. 

 
20 Scottish Rite Archives, Portland Oregon MDR 
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And this gives me the opportunity to ask you, in entire confidence, whether there is any reason why Bro. 

Morrice should not be made a 33°?? You will understand why, when I say that I was Desirous to propose 

him. but it was suggested not by everyone here, that it would be better to let him remain as he was. 

If there is nothing here that should debar him, I shall certainly nominate him in advance of the next 

meeting: and I shall with complete confidence rely on what you tell me, making it known to no one on 

earth if your opinion is unfavorable. 

I know that he has done more work than anyone: and if he is in every way deserving, I shall wish him to 

know that I nominate him, to which I think he is entitled. 

I am glad to know that you are glad to have received the 33°, and am very glad that you have it: and I am 

also glad to know that you intend to stir up folks in your region. 

You have no active member now, Bro. McCracken having resigned, and Bro. Chadwick not having been 

around. He holds a commission as Deputy for Oregon, but I think he is not acting under it. So you must 

even take as much of the work on your shoulders, as you can. 

I wish to make Bro. Morrice Deputy for Idaho. That territory was attached to Oregon, but ceased to be so 

when Bro. McCracken resigned. 

If Bro. Chadwick should not be around to act as Deputy, I shall have to appoint someone else; but I will 

not do so until there is no hope that he will act. 

I should be very glad to be in Oregon once more. My first visit has enriched me with so many pleasant 

memories, that I wish to increase the store. 

Please let me know if the Lodge of Perfection at Salem is working, as we wish to send it the printed 

Secret work. 

Always truly yours Albert Pike 33° 

Grand. Commander 

Bro. R. P. Earhart, 33° 

As I will not write to Bro. Morrice until I hear from you, I hope for an early reply P.” 

 Although Pike wanted to keep Earhart’s letter confidential, we can assume that his answer was not favorable, 

as Harry Morrice never progressed past Knight Commander of the Court of Honor. In fact, he was the only 

Knight Commander in the Oregon jurisdiction to not advance to the 33°, between the first awarded to John 

McCracken in 1874 and the awarding of K.C.C.H. to Calvin Johnson in 1892. Harry was dropped for non-

payment of dues on February 5, 1884 and re-affiliated on January 3, 1893. When he was dropped, he 

probably lost his status as K.C.C.H. and it was not noted on later documents. He continued to pay his dues 

with the Portland Valley Scottish Rite for the rest of his life. His last payment was Dec. 19, 1904, he died a 

month and a half later.21                    

York Rite and Shrine 

 Of the other Masonic Bodies, we know only that he was a York Rite 

Mason, a Knight Templar, and “actively engaged in the work of the 

Mystic Shrine.22 He does not appear to have been a member of those 

organizations in Oregon, but there are holes in the available research 

materials.  

 

 
21 Ledgers No. 1 and No.3 Members of Portland Scottish Rite 1870-1892 and 1900-1906 
22 The Standard Union New York Sat. Feb. 4, 1905 


