
 
Martin Van Buren Brown 

“Martin Van Buren Brown was born near Winchester, Indiana, on the 15th day of March, 1843. When he was 
but 3 years of age his father's family moved to Iowa, settled at Oskaloosa, in Mahaska county. At 12 years of 
age be entered the Oskaloosa Herald printing office as on apprentice and after working there for several years 
be traveled down through Missouri, Tennessee, Kentucky and Illinois, "holding cases" at different times on 
the St. Louis Republican and Democrat, the Memphis Avalanche, Louisville Courier, Quincy Whig, and other 
papers of that state. He finally returned to Iowa, and was working on the Oskaloosa Herald when the war of 
the rebellion broke out. When President Lincoln issued his first call for troops nearly the whole of the Herald 
force responded, the subject of this sketch among the number, and if we remember rightly his name was sixth 
in number on the volunteer roll in Mahaska county. After serving in the Third Iowa Infantry in all the early 
campaigns in Missouri for nine months he received an honorable discharge from the army on account of 
failing health, caused by long marches and exposure. He was not the only one of the family that followed the 
Union flag in battle. His father and four brothers followed him to the field and served their country well and 
faithfully until the close of the war, or until removed by death. The father and two brothers were taken off by 
disease contracted in the army. A better or more honorable war record can rarely be found in any family. 
After his discharge he came to Albia, Iowa, where he held the position of city editor and business manager of 
the Union until he started for Oregon. While in Albia he was united in marriage to Miss Etta Stewart, on the 
28th day of March of 1865; and on the 2nd day of May started for Oregon, in company with the family of his 
father-in-law, Dr. W. Q. Stewart. The journey was made by wagon across the plains, and the party arrived at 
The Dalles on the 2nd day of October, just five months after leaving the old home in Iowa. Mr. Brown was a 
first-class printer, and found no difficulty in obtaining situations on the morning papers in Portland, where he 
remained until August, 1866, when, in company with M. H. Abbott, now of the Baker City Revielle, he came 
to Albany and entered upon the publication of the State Rights Democrat, with which newspaper he was 
connected up to last March, when ill health compelled him to retire. After his arrival in Albany he took a 
great, interest in politics, and in a few years afterward was one of the acknowledged leaders of the Oregon 
Democracy. His party recognized his valuable services and honored him with position on several occasions. 
In 1874 he was elected State Printer, and he was also delegate to the National Democratic Convention, which 
nominated Gov. Samuel J. Tilden for President, and at one time Chairman of the Democratic State Central 
Committee. During Gov. Grover's first administration he was commissioned Brigadier General of the Second 
brigade of the Oregon State Militia, which position he held up to the time or his death. (Oregon militia and 
many of the citizens of Grant and Wasco counties have cause to remember him during the Bannock 
campaign, when he immediately pushed his available troops to the front in order to protect the settlers.)1 
Here at home he took a prominent part in all public affairs and used every endeavor to advance the interests 
of our city. He was one of the organizers of our efficient fire department, and has worn an exempt badge for 
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several years. He was one of the charter members of old Albany Engine Co. No. 1, and for many years was its 
President, his last term ending in June of this year. He has served in our City Council, was at one time 
Recorder, and afterwards Mayor of the city… For the past year or two his health has been declining, but 
having been considerably recruited by a few month's sojourn in the mountains last summer it was thought 
best by his physician for him to go there again this season. He accordingly severed his connection with this 
paper, which he had conducted so long, and with his wife, took up his abode at Lower Soda Springs, in the 
mountains forty five miles from this city, hoping that the pure atmosphere and the medicinal waters of the 
celebrated springs at that point might arrest the progress of the disease which had taken hold of him.     It 
was all in vain, and finally that fell destroyer of the human race — consumption—cut him off while he was 
yet in his prime… on Wednesday afternoon, August 3, 1881, after a lingering illness at Lower Soda Springs in 
Linn county, aged 38 years. He was brought to this city and buried on Friday afternoon by the Masonic 
fraternity, Past Grand Master R. P. Earhart, conducting the services.”2 

Masonic 
He became a member of Corinthian Lodge #17 in Albany in 1868. Whether by affiliation or degrees is 
unknown, but likely by affiliation. He was Senior Deacon in 1870 and also in 1871 when he went to Grand 
Lodge as a proxy for the Junior Warden. In 1872 he was elected Senior Warden and continued in that 
position for 1873 and 1874. He was elected Master of the Lodge in 1875. He was Tyler of the Lodge in 1876 
and did not serve as an officer in the Lodge after that. 
In Grand Lodge he was member of the Committee for the “Special Masonic Relief Fund” in 1869. He was 
appointed Senior Grand Steward for 1871-72 and was in that position for the Third and Alder Cornerstone 
laying June 29, 1871. In 1872 he was appointed to the committee of Subordinate Lodges. He presented a 
resolution of thanks for the Oregon Steam Navigation Co. in 1871 and to the Brethren of Salem in 1872. His 
position expired before the dedication ceremony in 1872, that position was filled by WB Urban Hicks who 
stood in for Albert Walling, who was unavailable. In 1873 Mart, as he was known, was appointed to the 
Committee on Finance and Accounts, and made a Resolution to proceed with the installation of officers. He 
was subsequently appointed by Grand Master Patton to help tally the election votes. On Aug. 15, 1873 he 
was appointed an aid to the Grand Marshal for the laying of the State Capital Cornerstone. At the Grand 
Lodge session in 1874 he presented papers in regard to Bro. Pleasant Howell, an expelled Mason, late of 
Salem #4, asking for restoration of rights. That year a flood on the Mississippi broke a damn and flooded 
eight million acres in Louisiana, WB Brown was appointed the Chairman of a special Committee for Relief 
for Louisiana Masons. The Grand Lodge sent $100. He was appointed Senior Grand Deacon by incoming 
Grand Master Congle for the 1874-75 Masonic year. Also, in 1874 he presented a resolution “Resolved, That 
the M.W. Grand Master, Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer be, and are hereby constituted, a Committee 
to contract for, and superintend, all printing”. In 1875 he was on the committee on Dispensations, and was 
again appointed by the Grand Master to help tally the election votes. He was appointed Grand Marshal for 
1875-76, but was unable to attend the opening of the session on June 12th 1876 and Ferdinand Shurtleff 
stood in his place. He was on the Committee for Arrangements for Masonic Reunion in 1876, this event 
brought the Grand Lodges of Idaho, Washington and Oregon together to heal old wounds between the 
jurisdictions. He put forth the Resolution to commence with the election of officers in 1877 and was 
appointed Senior Grand Deacon for 1877-78. He put forth the Resolution to Exemplify MM degree for the 
evening of June 10, 1878. He offered the Resolution for elections of Grand Lodge Officers in 1879, and was 
on the Committee of Records and District Deputy’s. The committee reported that the position of District 
Deputy should be repealed, which it was. He was appointed SGD for the 3rd time by Grand Master Hare for 
1879-80. 
In York Rite, he joined the Ferguson Chapter #5 R.A.M. in Corvallis in about 1871. He demitted in about 
1872 and was found in the 1873 Proceedings as a Charter member and Scribe for Bayley Chapter #8 R.A.M. 
in Albany. He was Deputy Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in 1878-79, and 
Grand King in 1879-80. His obituary noted that he was a member of the Portland Commandery. 
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