
 
 

 
Frelon Jesse Babcock 

Frelon Jesse Babcock was born on June 14, 1843 in Burke, Caledonia, Vermont. His father Jason was a 
Carpenter and Frelon, sometimes found as Freeland, was trained in that skill. In 1860 His father and brother 
Lyman were House Joiners and Frelon, age 17, was working as an apprentice. He used his joinery skills and 
specialized in Cabinetmaking and was listed with that occupation in 1870 and 1880 on the U.S. Census’. “Mr. 
Babcock served Salem during a part of one term as city treasurer, having been appointed to fill a vacancy. He 
was also at one time a member of the city council. In 1888 he was elected county clerk, and in 1890 was again 
the people's choice for the same position. After Mr. Babcock's arrival in Salem he entered into the 
manufacture of furniture, in connection with Mr. Parmenter, and in this business was actively engaged until 
elected county clerk. In 1871 at Salem, Mr. Babcock was married to Ida M. Pratt, daughter of Capt. L. E. 
Pratt”1  
On Nov. 2, 1891 “Capt. F. J. Babcock, county clerk of Marion county, yielded his life to the illness which had 
prostrated him for so many weeks, and a few hours later the fire alarm bell, tolling in measured, mournful 
tones, carried to the fire boys and the public news that one of their member had passed to that bourne 
whence no traveler returns. 

Capt. Babcock had been ill for many years and his death came as no surprise. Several times before he 
had been quite low and the end was expected, but each time he rallied sufficiently to be around and able to 
attend to business. When death came, it found Capt. Babcock surrounded by his family, who heard his last 
words, he retaining consciousness almost to the last and realizing that his lease of life was fast expiring.”2 The 
funeral was conducted by the Masonic Fraternity and he was buried in the Salem Pioneer Cemetery. 

Civil War Record 
He enlisted on June 1, 1861 as a Private, and was mustered into service on July 16, 1861 into Company 

“I” 3rd Vermont Infantry. The 3rd Vermont fought at several engagements including Savage’s Station, White 

 
1 Source: http://www.salempioneercemetery.org/records/display_record.php?id=241 
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Oak Swamp, Crampton’s Gap and Antietam. On Oct. 23, 1862, he was discharged for disability --pulmonary 
consumption -- and it was thought then that he would never reach home alive. But his constitution was such 
that he rallied and on August 6, 1863, had so nearly regained his health as to be able to re-enlist, joining the 
same company and regiment. His was in the reserves at Gettysburg and returned for active duty for the 
Wilderness campaign. He was promoted to Corporal on Jan. 1, 1864. He was wounded was in the Battle of 
the Wilderness in Virginia on May 5, 1864. He recovered and on Sept. 26, 1864, he was discharged as 
corporal, to accept promotion of first lieutenant in forty first U. S. colored troops, promoted on Oct. 5, 1864. 
He served as first lieutenant and was promoted to Adjutant in this company on Dec. 1, 1864. He was twice 
wounded--once in the arm and again in the leg. The regiment engaged in the Siege of Petersburg and 
Appomattox Campaign and was present at the unconditional surrender of Confederate General Robert E. 
Lee and the Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865. He was promoted to 
Captain at the age of 21. His final discharge was on Sept. 30, 1865. He applied for a pension on Aug. 1, 1866 
application #112,723. His Widow (Ida M Babcock) applied for a pension on Jan. 8, 1892 from the state of 
OR application # 538,021. He picked up a Confederate bill at Appomattox which he deposited in the 3rd and 
Alder Cornerstone in 1871. He also deposited Confederate Cotton in the cornerstone box at the Salem 
Capital building in 1873. 

One of the charter members of Sedgwick post, G. A. R., of Salem, Capt. Babcock was that post's first 
commander, having been elected to that position Sept. 26, 1882. He was re-elected in 1883, but soon after 
resigned, having been elected senior vice department commander of the G. A. R., of Oregon. In February, 
1884, he was elected department commander, department of Oregon.3 

Masonic 
He was Raised a Master Mason on Dec. 24, 1865 in Passumpsic Lodge #27 in St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 

After coming to Oregon in 1868 he affiliated and was the Charter Master of Pacific Lodge #50 in 1870. He 
was elected Worshipful Master of that Lodge again in 1871, 1879, 1880 and 1883. He was appointed SD in 
1872, 1873 and 1875, SW in 1876 and 1877, Secretary in 1881, 1882, and from 1884-87, and finally SD in 
1888 and 1889.  

In Grand Lodge he was on the Committee on Subordinate Lodges and Committee on Lodges and 
Dispensations in 1871. He was Grand Marshal for 1871-72 and 1872-73. He served on the Committee on 
Finance and Grievance in 1876, and was elected Grand Secretary from 1880-89.  

In the Scottish Rite He received all the degrees from John C. Ainsworth on March 21, 1871. He became 
a Charter member of the Albert Pike Lodge of Perfection #2 in Salem he was Master of Ceremonies from 
1871 to 1876, and was then elected Senior Warden on March 5, 1877. He remained in that position through 
Feb. 4, 1878 when the Lodge held their last meeting. He later joined the Portland Bodies. 

In York Rite he was exalted in Haswell Chapter, No. 11, R. A. M., St. Johnsbury, Vermont. He affiliated 
with Multnomah R. A. Chapter, Salem, Oregon in about 1869, and filled at different times every station in 
that Chapter. He was elected Most Excellent High Priest for 1873 and in 1878 was elected D. G. H. Priest of 
the M. E. Grand Chapter of Oregon. He was knighted in Palestine Commandry of Knights Templar at St. 
Johnsbury, Vermont and was Knighted on May 20, 1867. He was a Charter member of Oregon Commandery 
#1 on Oct. 6, 1877. He demitted to become a Charter member of Temple Commandery #3 in Albany on 
Sept. 23, 1886. In Temple Commandery #3, he was elected Eminent Commander in 1889. At the formation 
of the Grand Commandery in Oregon on April 13, 1887, he was the elected Grand Recorder and retained 
that position from 1887 until his death in 1891. He received the degrees of Royal and Select Masters in 
Caledonia Council, No. 13, R. & S. M., at St. Johnsbury, Vermont, December, 1867. He dimitted and became 
a member of Pioneer Council, No.1, at McMinnville, Oregon, January 2d, 1882. 

Brother Babcock was not only a true Mason in every sense of the word, but he was an exemplary citizen. 
Far above the average Masonic scholar in knowledge of Masonic work, and for years he was looked upon as 
excellent authority for Masonic questions involving the unwritten scale. Nor was he unmindful of this fact, 
for he was willing to impart Masonic information to those needing it. He was a faithful attendant upon his 
Lodge and spared no pains in serving his Brethren. Well may he be considered a Master Workman in every 
Masonic body of which he was a member. Aside from Masonry he had the esteem of his fellow men, as 
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evinced in the confidence that gave him prominent public position; He was a member of the Congregational 
Church of Salem, and in his church life he was a prudent, safe counselor. He was also a member of the A. O. 
U. Workmen. He was a retiring, modest man, yet his influence was impressed upon his Brethren.4 

 

 
 

 
 
Michael D. Robinson Grand Historian 
May 2, 2020 

 
4 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon June 15, 1892 pages 57-58. 


