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Eugene City Lodge #11 

The 1887 Building and its Furnishings 
By Michael D. Robinson Grand Historian 

 
Eugene Lodge #11 on 8th St. 2nd building off Willamette 

Closest building on the left 

 
Model of the original building 
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On December 15, 1886 Eugene City Lodge #11 passed a Resolution to form building committee, consisting 

of Brothers R.S. Bean, J.G. Gray, F.B. Dunn, Charles Lauer and F.W. Osburn, for the purpose of building a 

new Lodge building on Eighth St. just west of Willamette St. The first meeting of the committee was held on 

January 25, 1887. At that time Warren Heywood Williams of Portland was employed as Architect and the 

project begun.  

 
Robert Bean,            Joseph Gray,             Francis Dunn,             Charles Lauer,           Frank Osburn 

On March 9, 1887 the Lodge advertised in the Eugene Register, seeking a contractor to do the job. That 

notice and the responding contractors were recorded in the book of the proceedings of the committee as 

follows: 
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Of the seven bids received the highest and lowest were from Masons. V. McFarland $10,400 and Roney and 

Abrams at $9,700. The Lodge accepted the lowest bid placed by Roney and Abrams. However all of the bids 

were above the approved budget. The plans were modified and the adjusted contract was awarded to Roney 

and Abrams at $9,000 on April 23, 1887. Architect Williams and builders Abrams and Roney also teamed up 

to build Villard Hall on the campus of the University of Oregon in 1886. 

Lord Nelson Roney was born on September 2, 1853 in Wapakoneta, Ohio 

and came to Oregon in 1876. He was a member of Jamesport Lodge #201 in 

Jamesport, Missouri. He demitted from that Lodge on November 8, 1878, 

and he affiliated with Eugene City Lodge #11. He was elected Junior Warden 

in 1886, awarded the contract to build the new Lodge in 1887 and returned 

to the line, being voted in as Senior Warden in 1892. He served the Lodge as 

Master in 1893. He remained a member of the Lodge until his death in 1944. 

Nelson Roney also built the Shelton-McMurphey-Johnson House which still 

stands to this day (2018) near the Train Station in Eugene and was known for 

the many bridges he built around Lane County, the State and the Northwest. 

William Henry Abrams was born October 20, 1845 in Rochester, New 

York. He was a Private in Company B, 9th Regiment of Michigan Cavalry 

during the Civil War. He came to Oregon in 1869 with his wife daughter and 

a brother James who helped him work construction. He was working at a 

planning mill and iron foundry in 1880. According to Lodge records he petitioned Eugene City Lodge on 

November 7, 1877 where he was listed as a Carpenter and Builder. It is not clear what happened, but he put 

in another petition on March 7, 1888, just after the completion of the new Masonic Temple. He was accepted 

and became a member and remained such until his death on November 9, 1915 in Eugene. 

 Vandorn McFarland was born in 1837. He was a member of Mississippi 

Lodge #385 in Savanna, Illinois. He received a demit from that Lodge on 

February 6, 1879 and petitioned Eugene City Lodge #11 on March 3, 1879. 

His petition was accepted and he became a member of the Lodge He served 

the Lodge as Tyler from 1881 to 1901 inclusive. Although Brother 

McFarland did not win the bid for the construction of the Lodge he was 

hired to act as Superintendent of the building during the construction. He 

remained a member of the Lodge until his death in 1912.  

The building was to be completed by October 1, 1887 but, since it was not 

the contractors were required to pay $93.50 to cover additional cost for the 

Superintendent and 3 cords of wood to dry out the building. 

The building was completed on February 25, 1888.  

On March 4, 1888 the final report of the Building committee was presented to the Lodge. The final cost was 

$10,242.11, including $250 for the dedication of the new build. It was noted that committee member and Past 

Master (1881) Charles Lauer supported the efforts with $2,500 in loans to the Lodge. The builders were 

thanked for their kindness and courtesy, whose efforts at all times endeavored to comply with their contract, 

constructing the building strictly in accordance with the plans and specifications. Our relations with them 

have been uniformly pleasant and agreeable. 
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Lodge Furniture 
Of special interest were the furnishings of the Lodge. A story had circulated among the members of Eugene 

Lodge that the beautiful Lodge furniture, now in the possession of Cottage Grove Lodge #51, had come to 

Oregon on a sailing ship in the 1880’s. The ship was said to have sailed around the horn of South America on 

its way to Oregon from the British Isles. This however was not so. From the picture included below we know 

that the Alter, Stations, Lights and Chairs were in use by 1896. The furniture was likely used for the entire 

time that the 8th St. Temple was in use as a Masonic Lodge 1888-1922. At some point after building a new 

building in 1922, the old furniture fell out of use and went into storage in favor of newer furnishings. It was 

thought that after the building was sold and the current building was erected in 1972 the decision was made 

to sell the 1880’s furnishings to Cottage Grove #51 for $50. This was not the case however; the furniture was 

sold to Cottage Grove in 1926 for $75. The following exact texts have been taken from the 1926 & 27 official 

minutes of Cottage Grove Lodge No. 51, A.F.&A.M: 

“On September 1, 1926 a communication from Eugene Lodge #11 asking for an offer on some lodge 

furniture, was read.  After discussion a motion was made and carried that Worshipful Master Titus and 

Brothers Bede and Lombard be appointed a committee to go look into this matter and act as they thought 

best. 

On September 15, 1926 The W.M. reported that the Committee appointed to inspect and decide on the  

furniture that Eugene Lodge #11 had for sale, had purchased same for $75.00. Donations by members of 

the Lodge, amounting to $20.00, to aid in defraying expenses of the purchase, were made. 

On November 3, 1926 Brother P.M. Spriggs reported that Drain Lodge had made inquiries regarding the 

price of our old Furniture. After some discussion motion was made and carried that Drain Lodge be 

made a present of the old furniture.  Brother Spriggs was appointed to inform the Drain Committee. 

Secretary advised Drain Lodge. On January 5, 1927 a letter from Drain Lodge expressing their 

appreciation of our gift of Lodge furniture was read.”1 

Cottage Grove Masters 

 
WM Harry W. Titus 1926           WB Elbert Bede WM 1919 WB        Alvin Spriggs WM 1924 

Soon after some brethren from Eugene thought better of this and asked if Cottage Grove would sell it back, 

the offer was refused. That same request and refusal has played out many times over the last century. 

Although this decision is still lamented by many of the Eugene brothers, we can be thankful that the furniture 

was not thrown away or lost to us, an unfortunate and all too frequent occurrence in the Craft. To the 

 
1 Letter from David L. Spriggs Cottage Grove Lodge #51 to WB Michael Robinson Grand Historian April 10, 2019 
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brothers of Cottage Grove if you ever decide to get new furniture, I’m sure we could find a place for that old 

stuff.  

Arriving early for an officers meeting in January of 2018, I took the opportunity to read through the minutes 

in hopes of finding out the truth concerning these Masonic furnishings and their origin. While going through 

the records relating to the construction in 1887, one entry was noted in the bills paid that began to unravel 

the mystery. 

The following list was found in the minutes; these bills were paid out on January 4, 1888: 

The M.C. Lilley Co. furniture and carpets $260 plus $26.51 shipping (paid by Robert S. Bean, repaid Jan 4)  

Day and Henderson 4 doz. chairs $82 

F.B. Dunn (Curtains, Chairs, Chandeliers & carpets $142.30 

Star & Vanderberg (2) Stoves ect. $34.45 

$545.26 spent to furnish 

The entry was for The M.C. Lilley Company, investigation into the Company revealed the following: 

 Mitchell Campbell Lilley was born on July 8, 1819 in Greenville, Virginia. 

He served as a Captain during the War with Mexico and enlisted and served 

as Captain of Co. H 46th Ohio Infantry Regiment during the Civil War. He 

served throughout 1862 and was at the battle of Shiloh. Mitchell was a 

bookbinder and publisher in Columbus, Ohio. “The company was founded 

by four leading citizens of Columbus, Ohio all veterans of the Civil War. 

They were Mitchell Campbell Lilley, John Siebert and brothers, Charles and 

Henry Lindenberg. All four men were members of the Odd Fellows and 

published the “Odd Fellows Companion”, a publication of the fraternal 

organization. Through this newsletter they received many requests from 

people wanting to purchase regalia. They decided to produce the items 

themselves and thus a company was born. The Lilley Company produced 

swords, banners, flags, emblems and uniforms for fraternal societies and 

organizations such as the Masons, Odd Fellows, and the Knights of Pythias, as well as police and military 

uniforms. Beginning in a small building at 253 South High Street, the Company eventually grew to occupy 

several large buildings at the corner of East Long and North 6th Streets. Items produced by the Company can 

be roughly dated by the changes in the Company’s name. From 1865 to 1881 the name was the “M. C. Lilley 

& Co.” 2 Many of the bios on this story state that the name changed in 1882 because M.C. Lilley died. This is 

incorrect his gravestone shows that he died in 1897. However the name did change in 1882 to “The M.C. 

Lilley Company” and remained such until 1925 when it was shortened to “The Lilley Company” “The 

Company was merged with the Henderson-Ames Company of Kalamazoo, Michigan in 1931 and the name 

was changed to “The Lilley-Ames Company” until 1951 when it was sold to C. E. Ward. It operated under 

the name of “Lilley Ames Co.” until 1953. It went out of business in 1965.”3 

The company grew taking advantage of the "Golden Age of Fraternalism." During this period, from 1870-

1910, over 20 percent of men in the United States belonged to a fraternal organization, which served various 

purposes such as mutual aid and insurance, political interests, social functions, and the comfort of stability 

and belonging in a dynamic post-war society that was rapidly industrializing… This large-scale production of 

military regalia for fraternal organizations led to M.C. Lilley & Co. becoming one of the largest and most 

 
2 Columbus Metropolitan Library http://digital-collections.columbuslibrary.org/cdm/ref/collection/ohio/id/13832 
3 Ibid 
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successful manufacturers in the world. In an 1882 story about Lilley's new building on Gay Street, the 

Evening Dispatch reported that more than two-thirds of the company's employees were engaged in 

producing clothing and regalia, including sewers, embroiderers, tailors, leatherworkers, and milliners. The 

1887 Report of the State Inspector of Workshops and Factories listed The M.C. Lilley & Co. as the second 

largest employer in Columbus with 420 employees. A Glimpse at Columbus and her Industries, published in 

1890, stated that the "M.C. Lilley & Co. regalia manufactory" was considered to be one of five "mammoth" 

manufacturing operations in Columbus and one of "the five largest manufacturing companies in the world... 

exporting its uniforms and equipment for military and other organizations around the world." 4 

 

The Lodge paid “The M.C. Lilley Co.” $260 for furniture and carpets, but the question remained as to 

whether or not this was the Masonic furniture owned by the Lodge or some other kind of equipment. The 

answer was suggested after finding a catalog for M.C. Lilley and Co. This catalog was prior to 1882, but was 

still the key to the mystery. As shown below much of the furniture now at Cottage Grove can be found in 

that catalog. By 1888 there were undoubtedly additional versions and options available, but the catalog 

showed us what we needed to know. The alters purchased by the Lodge can be found as alter #780 and the 

Masters station was alter #772. However, as opposed to the catalog below, the alter #780, as purchased by 

the Eugene Lodge, has the upholstered top while alter #772 has a flat top and was used as the Masters 

podium. The Wardens podiums also match the catalog. The lesser lights and chairs are fancier then those in 

the catalog, but are consistent with the type of construction found in the Lilley products. What is also 

apparent is that the Lodge picked the top of the line. It is certain that the catalogs of 1888 had many more 

options, but when looking at the pre 1882 catalog it can be seen that the Eugene Brothers picked the best. 

Judge Robert S. Bean, at the time the Regent for the University of Oregon, and later Chief Justice of the 

Oregon Supreme Court, was a member of the building committee during the construction of the Temple in 

1887. Judge Bean paid the shipping costs of $26.51 and was reimbursed by the Lodge when it paid the bills 

on January 4, 1888. It is clear that The M.C. Lilley Company manufactured its own goods, and there is no 

reason to believe the company would have sent the materials east to New York and then sailed it around 

South America for $26. Instead it was most likely put on a train and sent directly to Oregon, arriving in time 

 
4 http://fashion2fiber.osu.edu/exhibits/show/columbus-fashion-story/introduction--ready-made-cloth/m-c-

-lilley---company  
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to be in place for the first meeting of the Lodge in its new Temple in February of 1888. Even if the bills were 

not for this furniture in particular and the Lodge had them before building the new Temple, the same still 

applies, the furniture came from M.C. Lilley and it would have been sent directly west by train.  

 
Eugene Lodge #11 on December 16, 1896 

 

 
The man with the hat at the center of the picture was J.L. Page the outgoing Master, the 2nd person to his right 

(with the beard) is E.O. Potter SW and incoming Master, to Page’s left is the new SW Pliny E. Snodgrass. 
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WB Sam Friendly, WB John Johnson, WB Lord Nelson “Nels” Roney  

Builder of the Temple in 1887  

 
Samson Friendly WM 1887        John Wesley Johnson WM 1889             L. N. Roney WM 1893 
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The Alter, Lights, Stations and Chairs still in use at Cottage Grove Lodge #51 in 2018 
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The Lodge also bought carpets for the new Temple, as you can see each section of carpet (approximately 3x5 

feet) is a Fellow Craft Tracing board. It is not clear when this was added to the Temple. 

 
The Tracing Board for all three degrees or the Master’s Carpet 

 
     Master’s Carpet published by John Sherer Cincinnati 1856 
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Return of the Master’s Carpet 

On October 23, 2019 the sitting Master of Eugene Lodge #11, Georg Birns and WB Michael D. Robinson 

Lodge #11 Historian, went to Wilsonville following a lead on a relic of the Lodge’s past. A Master’s Carpet 

which appears to be the same one in the 1896 picture, shown above. WB Zack Blalack past Master of Lodge 

#11 2015, had found an old Master’s Carpet on Craigslist. Unfortunately someone got to it before him. Word 

was it was found in the Springfield Lodge building, still owned by WB Ralph Smeed, by an asbestos 

abatement worker. In October WB Robinson, the Grand Historian, received a call from Brother Richard 

Ling, a co-member of the Library and Museum Committee. It turns out Brother Ling was the one who had 

bought the Master’s Carpet. It was in delicate shape and he had framed the roughly 6’x6’ relic. He was seeking 

advice about putting it in the new Library and Museum at Grand Lodge in Forest Grove. WB Robinson 

expressed doubt about the museum having the space for such an item, and after investigating Bro. Ling 

agreed. Upon closer inspection, the Historian, Bro. Robinson noted that an old picture of the Lodge showed 

this same Master’s Carpet hanging on the wall in the back. This relic was printed in 1856, Eugene City Lodge 

#11 was Chartered in 1856. In 1896 this same item was hanging on the wall of the Lodge. There is a strong 

possibility that this piece is the same as hung on the wall in 1896 and a possibility that it could date back to 

the earliest days of the Lodge. The idea that this item would be returning to its original home and be 

displayed caused Bro. Ling to rethink his initial plan and instead give it to Eugene Lodge #11. The Lodge 

voted to extend $500 to cover his costs. WB Robinson rode with WB Birns to Wilsonville where they were 

barely able to fit it into a trailor. Bro. Ling refused to take the Lodge’s money, prefering to offer it as a gift to 

the Lodge. It is likely the Master’s Carpet was given to Liberty Lodge after it was Chartered in 1919. The 

Master’s carpet now sits in the same area of the Lodge, to the Worshipful Masters right, as in the picture from 

1896. An item forgotten and lost to the Craft, returned after a century. 

 

       Michael Robinson and Richard Ling                    Georg Birns and Michael Robinson 
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Eugene Lodge #11 October 23, 2019 

 

Drawing of the entry way for Eugene City Lodge #11 
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St. Johns Lodge #17 in Albany 

It should be noted that the Masonic Lodge in Albany, Oregon is from the same era as the 1887 Eugene 

building. The Lodge interior is very similar and they have the same furniture that Eugene City Lodge had, 

now in the possession of Cottage Grove Lodge #51. The Albany Lodge was completed by January 1890, and 

was therefore three years younger than Eugene’s Temple. Albany’s building was three stories and Eugene’s 

two, but both had the entrance on the right and store fronts on the first floor. The Lodge room itself is of 

similar size and shape as compared in the pictures of each shown below. It appears that the alcove in the 

Eugene Lodge is painted and not structual, meaning it is a flat wall painted to give the impression of an 

alcove.  
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The furniture in the East and West are from a different time frame. The old chairs that match Cottage 

Groves are placed at the Junior Warden’s, the Chaplin’s and Senior Deacon’s Stations at Albany. 
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The Alter is # 780 in the catalog and you will note that the catalog and the Cottage Grove Alter has Ram’s 

heads on the corners, however the Albany Alter has Lion’s heads. Originally the Albany Alter also had the 

Ram’s Heads, but a few years ago vandels broke into the building and stole them. The Lion’s heads were 

acquired as replacements. It should also be noted that plate is for “The M.C. Lilley & Co” meaning that the 

Alter was made after 1882. 
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 The base and top of the columes, Jakin and Boaz show that they matche item #834. The officers podiums 

are # 820 and the lesser Lights are similar to # 794 ½  
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Most Worshipful Brother James Robinson presided over the ceremonies which dedicated the Albany Temple 

on St. John the Baptist’s Day June 24, 1890. MWB Robinson was Grand Master for the Masonic year 1890-91 

and Grand Secretary from 1895 to 1923. It was reported that there was about 600 present for the banquet 

and ball at the Armory. 

 

 

 

 
Morning Daily Herald Wed. Jan. 15, 1890 

 
Morning Daily Herald Wed. Feb. 12, 1890 
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Albany Daily Democrat Wed. June 18 and Mon. June 23, 1890 

 
Albany Daily Democrat Mon. June 23, 1890 
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Albany Daily Democrat Fri. Dec. 12, 1890 

 

Submitted by Michael D. Robinson Eugene Lodge #11 Historian 

January 10, 2018 revised April 22, 2020 Grand Historian 


