
 
EARL C. BRONAUGH, SR. 

Born March 4, 1831 Abingdon, Washington, Virginia 
Died March 6, 1899 Portland, Oregon 

Buried Lone Fir Pioneer Cemetery 
Earl C. Bronaugh, Sr., whose name is inscribed high on the list of Portland’s honored dead, became a 

resident of Portland in 1868 and remained thereafter to the time of his death a prominent and distinguished 
member of the Oregon bar.  

The family of which he was a representative comes of French Huguenot ancestry. At the time of the 
revocation of the edict of Nantes members of the family sought refuge from despotic religious persecution in 
Scotland and later representatives of the name came to America during the colonial epoch in the history of 
this country. The patriotism of the family was manifest by active support of the American cause on the field 
of battle. Jeremiah Bronaugh, the father of him whose name introduces this review, was born in Virginia and 
about 1846 became a pioneer of western Tennessee, while his later years were passed in Arkansas.  

While he followed merchandising in early manhood much of his life was devoted to farming. He married 
Miss Elizabeth Clapp, a daughter of Dr. Earl B. Clapp, of Abingdon, Virginia, who was a native of 
Massachusetts and during the war of 1812 served as a surgeon with the Virginia troops. He married 
Elizabeth, daughter of Captain Robert Craig, of Abingdon, Virginia, who was a native of Pennsylvania and 
became a resident of the Old Dominion in 1787. He served under Washington during two campaigns in the 
Revolutionary war and was very active in promoting patriotic societies, organizing many in different portions 
of the country. He died in Abingdon in 1834 at the age of ninety years. Through the Psalmist's allotted span 
of life of three score years and ten he was an active member of the Presbyterian church. The ancestry of Dr. 
Clapp was traced back to Thomas Clapp, a native of Dorchester, England, who in 1633 became a resident of 
Massachusetts, where his descendants remained until sometime prior to the war of 1812, when Dr. Clapp 
removed to Virginia, being the first one of the family to leave New England. Of the four children born to Dr. 
and Elizabeth (Craig) Clapp, Elizabeth became the wife of Jeremiah Bronaugh, and their children were seven 
in number.  

 



Of this family Earl C. Bronaugh was born in Abingdon, Virginia, March 4, 1831, and at the age of twelve 
years went with his parents to Shelby county, Tennessee, where his youthful days were spent amid the 
environment of a wilderness home, during which period he assisted his father in work in the forests and in 
the fields. He further supplemented his early education, acquired in the schools of Abingdon, by devoting his 
leisure hours to study, and from early life was imbued with a determination to make the practice of law his life 
work. He began preparation for the bar as a law student in the office of his uncle, J. W. Clapp, of Holly 
Springs, Mississippi, and after reading for two years was admitted to the bar in 1849. He recognized the fact 
that advancement in the law is proverbially slow and knew that he must have funds with which to tide over 
the first few years of his connection with the profession. Accordingly, he took up teaching in Tennessee and 
Arkansas and in time became a resident of Little Rock, Arkansas, where he served as clerk of the chancery 
court. After living for two years in Brownsville. Arkansas, he removed to Helena and in 1860 was elected 
judge of the circuit court, serving on the bench until the outbreak of the Civil war. He gave his support to the 
Confederacy and for a year was a member of the southern army, but ill health then compelled his discharge 
and he returned home, where he remained until the close of hostilities.  

 
The opportunities for professional advancement in the northwest led him to leave the south and in 1868 

he became a resident of Portland, where he at once opened a law office. He was practically penniless when he 
arrived in this city, but he possessed far better capital than wealth — strong mentality, invincible courage and 
unabating energy. These qualities carried him to a foremost position at the Oregon bar and his name is 
enrolled with those whose records have reflected credit and honor upon the legal history of the state. He 
practiced for three years as a partner of John Catlin and for ten years as a member of the firm of Dolph, 
Bronaugh, Dolph & Simon until 1882, when he removed with his family to Santa Clara, California, for the 
benefit of his health. Returning to Portland two years later he was one of the organizers of the law firm of 
Whalley, Bronaugh & Northup and became senior member of the firm in 1889 on the retirement of Mr. 
Whalley. He remained thereafter one of the strong, capable and successful members of the Portland bar to 
the time of his death and his standing among his fellow practitioners was indicated in the resolutions passed 
by the Portland bar at the time of his demise and which included the following:  

 
"As a lawyer. Judge Bronaugh had few if any superiors at the Oregon bar. Some might excel him in 

eloquence, others in powers for skillful cross examination, but no one in the knowledge of the law or 
accuracy of statement. No case entrusted to him was lost through his want of care, research or ability. It has 
been said of him that no man could make a better record in a cause for appeal to the supreme court, and no 
lawyer saw the controlling questions in a case with more clearness than he. Before a jury he was an 
exceedingly dangerous antagonist.  

Always in earnest himself in what he did, he never failed to impress those whom he addressed with the 
sincerity of his views. Persuasive in speech, logical and forceful in argument, with a play often of quiet and 
graceful humor and gentle wit which he used to please and not to wound, it was not surprising he should 
have been a great verdict winner. Those whom he vanquished in forensic contest never felt the sting of their 
defeat intensified by any boasting on his part or the detraction of the abilities or conduct of his adversary. In 
defeat he was always calm, courteous and brave; fertile in resources but fair in action. It is not the language of 
mortuary panegyric, but the plain simple truth, which everyone in the community in which for thirty years he 
has lived and labored, will attest, to say of him that his name was the synonym of uprightness and honor, and 
that he was in the estimation of everyone whether client or adversary, esteemed and respected as an honest 
man. Priceless indeed is that legacy of a good and honored name that he bequeathed to his family which he 
loved so well, and for whom he so cheerfully labored. He was a devoted husband and father, a kind and 
generous neighbor, a plain and simple gentleman of the old school, unaffected in manner, speech and dress, 
sincerely devoted to his profession and unmindful of the strife and contentions of public life. He did not 
mingle much in public, was retiring and modest, and preferred the quiet home, the grave decorum of the 
court room and the desk and library of his office. He was a man of strong religious convictions, and deeply 
sensible of the sufferings of the human race. The loss of seven children in their childhood and youth gave a 
touch of sorrow to his face and the gravity of life and its issues made a profound impression upon his whole 
career. And yet he was a most hopeful man in the promises of the faith he professed. The hope of a simple, 



sincere Christianity animated his life and efforts. To him this life was but a preparation for that to come. It 
was therefore doubly earnest to him, for as Longfellow wrote, he felt —  

 
" 'Life is real, life is earnest,  
And the grave is not its goal;  
Dust thou art, to dust returnest  
Was not spoken of the soul.'  
 
"Although his star of life is no longer seen, yet it has set as sets the morning star in beauty, which goes 

not down behind the darkened clouds of the west but melts away in the pure radiance of heaven."  
Pages 184-86 
 

Masonic History 
 
Earl C. Bronaugh Sr. came to Oregon a Master Mason in 1868. In 1872 he became a Charter member of 

Portland Lodge #55, Chartered by the Grand Lodge of Oregon on June 27, 1872. He was a member until he 
demitted in 1885. From 1872 to 1885 he did not serve as an officer of Portland #55. 

 

 
 

 



 
EARL C. BRONAUGH, Jr. 

Born Feb. 26, 1866 in Little Rock, Pulaski, Arkansas 
Died Sept. 14, 1951 in Portland, Oregon 

Interred in Wilhelm’s Portland Memorial Mausoleum 
 
For more than two decades Earl C. Bronaugh has been a representative of the Portland bar and to an 

understanding of uncommon acuteness and vigor he added a thorough and conscientious preparatory 
training, while in his practice he has exemplified all the higher elements of the truly great lawyer. While in 
recent years he has largely concentrated his efforts upon corporation law, he is constantly inspired by an 
innate, inflexible love of justice and a delicate sense of personal honor which controls him in all his personal 
relations. He enjoys in large measure the confidence and respect of his fellow practitioners and that he has the 
trust of the general public is indicated in the extensive clientage accorded him.  

 
Mr. Bronaugh has always resided west of the Mississippi and during the greater part of his life upon the 

Pacific coast. He was born in Cross county, Arkansas, February 26, 1866, and was only two years old when 
brought to Oregon by his father. Earl C. Bronaugh, Sr., of whom extended mention is made elsewhere in this 
volume. Reared amid a home atmosphere of intellectuality and morality, Earl C. Bronaugh came to young 
manhood well equipped to become the worthy successor of an honored father. After mastering the 
elementary branches of learning in the public schools of Portland he attended the University of the Pacific at 
San Jose, California, and on his graduation therefrom received the Bachelor of Arts degree. Three years later 
his alma mater conferred upon him the Master of Arts degree. His preliminary law studies had been pursued 
in the office of Whalley, Bronaugh & Northup and his preparation for the profession was completed as a law 
student in the University of Oregon, where he won his Bachelor of Law degree in 1890. In June of that year, 
he was admitted to the bar and entered upon practice as the fourth member of the firm of Bronaugh, 
McArthur, Fenton & Bronaugh. Following the death of Judge McArthur in 1897 and the retirement of his 
father the firm style became Fenton, Bronaugh & Muir, and upon the dissolution of that partnership in 
February. 1900, Earl C. Bronaugh was joined by his cousin. Jerry Bronaugh, in organizing the law firm of 
Bronaugh & Bronaugh. which existed until Earl C. Bronaugh was appointed to the circuit bench in 



December, 1907, by Governor Chamberlain, to succeed Judge Arthur L. Frazer, deceased. He was elected to 
the office in June, 1908, and during the last year of his service on the circuit bench he also occupied the 
position as judge of the juvenile court. As circuit court judge he rendered decisions that were strictly fair and 
impartial, his opinions being sustained in the great majority of cases which were appealed. Moreover, 
comparatively few appeals were taken and he was recognized as one of the ablest members who have 
presided over the circuit court. As judge of the juvenile court he also did excellent work, instituting a service 
that stands for a higher civilization in its recognition of the good in each individual and the possibilities for 
redemption of the young offenders. He had many important cases come before him during his service as 
judge, and altogether his was a strenuous work that included the trial of five homicide cases in the first year, 
in which he was obliged to pronounce the death sentence four times. In June, 1910, he resigned to reenter 
upon the active practice of law.  

 
On his retirement from the bench the Multnomah County Bar Association held a banquet in his honor, 

on which occasion he was presented with a loving cup, and in the presentation speech Charles J. Schnabel, 
president of the Association, said: "It is a remarkable fact and perhaps rightfully appreciated that the highest 
honor that can be paid to Judge Bronaugh is to recall that in the history of Oregon's judiciary, 
notwithstanding the multitude of judges that have come and gone in that interval, this is the second occasion 
when by unanimous and spontaneous consent a testimonial of this character has been paid to a retiring judge. 
Certainly, the highest encomium of a judge's success in the administration of his exalted and powerful office 
is not the plaudits of the multitude but the respect and standing accorded him by the lawyers. Men at times 
who are elevated from the ranks to a position of power and influence degenerate into tyrants but in Judge 
Bronaugh's case no man living and having experience with him would think of such an aspersion to his 
judicial career. He not only loved a square deal but was himself a square dealer."  

 
Since leaving the bench Judge Bronaugh has given his attention especially to the law of real property and 

is regarded as authority upon this subject in Portland. Few men are better informed not only concerning the 
law of property but also concerning realty values and the possibilities for real-estate development here. He is 
now vice president and general counsel of the Title & Trust Company of Portland and for many years has 
been local counsel for the states of Oregon and Washington for the Alliance Trust Company, Ltd., of 
Dundee, Scotland, Investors Mortgage & Security Company, Ltd., and for the Western & Hawaiian 
Investment Company, both of Edinburgh, Scotland. He was a director of the Portland Trust Company of 
Oregon until he became circuit judge.  

 
On the 14th of June, 1888, Mr. Bronaugh was married in San Jose, California, to Miss Grace L". 

Huggins, a daughter of Asa G. Huggins, of that place. Mr. and Mrs. Bronaugh were classmates in college. 
Their marriage has been blessed with four children: Elizabeth, twenty-one years of age; Lewis J., nineteen 
years of age; Earl C, sixteen; and Polly, eleven years of age. The family residence is at No. 965 Front street 
during the winter months, and they spend the summer seasons at Homewood, their summer residence near 
Oak Grove, on the Willamette river. Mr. Bronaugh is connected with a number of the leading associations of 
Portland. He is a member of the State Bar Association and of the Multnomah County Bar Association. He 
was elected a member of the city council from the seventh ward in 1900 and during his two years' service was 
chairman of the committee on streets, health and police and a member of the judiciary committee. In 1901 he 
received legislative appointment as a member of the charter board and served as chairman of the committee 
on executive department and a member of the committee on the legislative department. His knowledge of the 
law, combined with practical ideas and progressive and patriotic public spirit, have well qualified him for the 
important work that he has done in Portland's behalf. He is a member of the Presbyterian church, in which 
he is a ruling elder, and in various departments of the church work is helpfully interested, acting on its board 
of trustees and serving for a long period as Sunday-school superintendent. He is also a member of the board 
of directors of the Young Men's Christian Association, and no good work in the name of charity or religion 
seeks his aid in vain, if he can find opportunity to render assistance thereto.  

 



His social nature finds expression in his membership in the Arlington and Commercial Clubs and he 
belongs also to the Phi Kappa Psi and Phi Delta Phi. While a university student he became one of the 
organizers of Chase Chapter of Legal Fraternity, Phi Delta Phi, of the University of Oregon. He belongs to 
the Mazamas, the mountaineering society of the northwest of which he has been an enthusiastic member for 
fourteen years. Fraternally he is connected with the Masons, having attained the Royal Arch degree and also 
belongs to the Royal Arcanum. His interests touch the various activities which constitute important forces in 
life and as is seen he is associated with those social, fraternal and church interests which constitute an even 
balance to professional and business life. His is a well-rounded nature and in the development of strong and 
honorable manhood he as commanded the respect, confidence and honor of his fellowmen.  
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Masonic History 
Earl Clapp Bronaugh (Grand Master of Oregon 1919-20) (Lawyer, specialist in land titles, Judge, 

Portland City Council 1900-02, Judge of the Circuit Court of 

Oregon for Multnomah County 1907-10, Member of the Charter 

Commission City of Portland 1902 and 1910-11, Director of the 

Y.M.C.A. 1897-1938) He was born on February 26, 1866 in Cross 

County, Arkansas. He came to Portland with his family in 1868 

age 2; his father was a Circuit Judge and a Charter member of 

Portland Lodge #55 in 1872. He attended the Central School in 

Portland. At the age of 16 he moved with his family to San Jose, 

California. He earned a B.A. degree at the Methodist University of 

the Pacific in San Jose in 1888, and his M.A. in 1891. He 

graduated from the University of Oregon Law School and was 

admitted to the Oregon Bar in 1890. The family home was at one 

time at 15th and Morrison across from the site of the Scottish Rite 

Temple. He was Raised a Master Mason in Willamette Lodge #2 

in Portland on May 3, 1909, appointed JD 1911, SD 1912, elected JW 1913, SW 1914 and Master of 

the Lodge for 1915.  He was Chaplin in 1916 and 1917. He was appointed Grand Marshal in 1914-

15, Senior Grand Deacon in 1915-16, and advanced by regular steps to Grand Master for 1919-20. 

As Grand Master he sold the 3rd and Alder and the Park and Yamhill buildings for $330,000; 

$200,000 went to the education fund for children of Master Masons and Masonic bodies of the west 

side bought the block on Park and began building the large Temple. Member of the Jurisprudence 

Committee 1930-1949, chairman 1934-1949. He received the Scottish Rite degrees 4°- 32° on 

January 15-17, 1919 with the 33rd Cathedral “Victory” Class (39th Semi-annual Reunion) at the 

Portland Municipal Auditorium. He was elected K.C.C.H. on October 20, 1931. He was elected 

Inspector General Honorary 33° on October 22, 1935 and Coroneted in Seattle, Washington on 

January 25, 1936. Member of York Rite Portland Chapter #3 R.A.M. Exalted April 7, 1910, 

Multnomah Council #11 in 1917 and Oregon Commandry #1 Knighted December 20, 1917 - 

Eminent Commander 1930, Prelate 1931-1945. Member of the Red Cross of Constantine St. 

Lawrence Conclave #26 1921 – Sovereign 1935. Member of Al Kader Shrine. He died September 14, 

1951 at his home in Portland. He was buried at Wilhelm’s Portland Memorial Mausoleum. 

His brother Joel P. Bronaugh born Jan. 23, 1869 in Portland and died July 1, 1953 in Portland, joined 
Portland Lodge #55 in 1907 he joined the Scottish Rite Jan. 21-23, 1920, and Al Kader Shrine in 1920. 

 



   
 
                    Grand Master 1919-20                       Eminent Commander Commandery #1 K.T. 1930 



 


