
 
BENJAMIN B. BEEKMAN 

Benjamin B. Beekman was born on August 3, 1863 in Jacksonville, Jackson, Oregon. He was descended from 

Hartwig Beeckman who was born in 1482 in Cologne, Koln, Nord-Rhein-Westfalen, Germany. Four 

generations later Martin Beekman was born in Hammelwarden, Oldenburg, Hanover, Germany in about 

1617. He sailed to America, and arrived in New Netherlands by 1638. He settled in Fort Orange, Albany 

County in what would become New York after 1665. Martin’s son Hendrick Beekman was born at Fort 

Orange in 1645 and married Annette Quackenbush, the daughter of New Netherland pioneers Pieter and 

Maria Quackenbush. Hendrick and his son Martin moved their families to Somerset County, New Jersey 

sometime after 1724. There Martin Beekman and his wife Elizabeth Waldron had a son John Beekman born 

on November 5, 1741 in Sommerville, New Jersey. John Beekman served as a private in Captain Jacob 

TenEyck's Company, First Battalion, Somerset County, New Jersey Militia during the Revolutionary War. 

Our subject Benjamin B. Beekman (b. 1863) claimed this ancestor in his application for membership in the 

Sons of the American Revolution, or SAR. Benjamin applied at the same time for his father. Benjamin B. 

Beekman born April 27, 1804 in Somerset, New Jersey was the son of Cornelius and thereby grandson of 

John Beekman, who served in the Revolution. Benjamin Sr. came with his parents from New Jersey to New 

York City in 1814.  While in NYC he learned the trade of a Carpenter and Joiner. Here he remained until 

1830 when he removed to Eddytown, in the Finger Lakes area of Central New York. That same year he 

moved to the neighboring community of Harpending Corners, which became Dundee. He worked his trade 

in Dundee and built several chapels or houses of worship. Later he took up the Door, Sash and Blind 

business, and later owned a furniture store. This Benjamin was the grandfather of our subject by the same 

name Benjamin Beekman. 

Benjamin B. Beekman, as noted, was born in Jacksonville, Oregon, August 3, 1863. His father, Cornelius C. 

Beekman, who was a native of New York city, went to San Francisco via the isthmus of Panama in 1850. He 

went to the mines north of that city and in 1853 became express messenger between Yreka, Crescent City and 

Jacksonville, Oregon. During the Civil war he carried the Oregonian's telegraphic dispatches from Yreka, 

having in 1856 embarked in the pony express business on his own account. In 1863 he became agent for the 

Wells Fargo Express Company at Jacksonville but retired in 1905 to continue exclusively in the banking 



business, which he had carried on for many years in connection with his express business... He is considered 

the leading man, of affairs in southern Oregon. His activity has constituted a stimulus to business 

advancement and to public progress. He is a prominent republican and has been honored with various local 

positions... Faultless in honor, fearless in conduct and stainless in reputation, he has left the impress of his 

individuality upon the public life of southern Oregon in no uncertain degree. He married Miss Julia Elizabeth 

Hoffman, a native of Attica, Indiana, who came to Oregon across the plains with her parents in 1853 and is 

still living at the age of seventy-one years. Their surviving children are Benjamin B. and Carrie C. Beekman, of 

Jacksonville, Oregon.  

In the public schools of his native city Benjamin B. Beekman began his education and afterward attended the 

University of Oregon, from which he was graduated with the class of 1884, winning the degree of Bachelor of 

Arts. He was then elected tutor at the university but a year later resigned and in 1886 entered Yale for the 

study of law. He was graduated in 1888 with the degree of Bachelor of Laws and was admitted to the 

Connecticut bar. But his love for the Pacific coast country drew him back to Oregon and in 1889 he was 

admitted to practice by the supreme court of this state and took up his abode in Portland, becoming a 

member of the law firm of Watson, Beekman & Watson in 1893. He is still associated with Judge E. B. 

Watson in practice, a connection that has been maintained for seventeen years, during which period he has 

gained and maintained a prominent place among the representatives of the legal fraternity here. He has also 

been an instructor in the law department of the University of Oregon since January. 1907.  

Mr. Beekman is a member and has served as president of the University Club and also belongs to the 

Commercial Club. He was a member of old Company K, First Regiment Oregon National Guard, from 1889 

until 1892, and likewise belongs to the Oregon Society of the Sons of the American Revolution. In Masonry 

he has attained the Knights Templar degree in the York Rite and the thirty-second degree of the Scottish 

Rite, and he is now master of the Council of Kadosh. He was also grand orator of the grand lodge of  

Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Oregon during the year 1909 and has received high honors at the 

hands of his Masonic brethren. He is likewise a member of Al Kader Temple of the Nobles of the Mystic 

Shrine. His political allegiance has been given to the republican party since age conferred upon him the right 

of franchise and he has taken an active interest in party affairs since 1890. He was closely identified with the 

Republican League, of which he was elected vice president in 1892 and president in 1894. While deeply 

interested in the political situation of the country and desiring the success of the party to the extent of giving 

much of his time and effort to securing the adoption of its principles, he has never sought the honors or 

emoluments of office for himself, preferring to concentrate his energies upon his professional duties.  

 
Benjamin B. Beekman died February 23, 1945 in Portland and was buried in the Jacksonville Cemetery 



 

Benjamin B. Beekman (Lawyer, member of Co. K 1st Regt. Oregon National Guard 1889-1892, 

Director of the Oregon Historical Society, Life member of the 

Multnomah Club, active in the S.A.R.) was born on August 3, 

1863 in Jacksonville, Oregon. He received his education in the 

public schools of Jacksonville. He graduated from the 

University of Oregon in 1884 and was an Instructor in Latin, 

Greek, algebra and geometry in 1885. Graduated from Yale 

Law school and joined the Oregon Bar in 1889. He was Raised 

a Master Mason in Warren Lodge #10 in Jacksonville, Oregon 

on September 18, 1886 and remained a member the rest of his 

life. Charter and Duel member of Research Lodge of Oregon 

#198 in Portland in 1932. He never served as an officer in the 

Blue Lodge, but devoted his attention to the Scottish Rite. He 

received the Scottish Rite 4° on July 13, 1892, 14° on August 2, 

1892, and the 18° on November 15, 1892. The 30° was 

conferred on May 23, 1893 and the 32° in the Oregon 

Consistory on May 28, 1894. He was Commander of the Council of Kadosh from 1910 to 1934. He 

was elected K.C.C.H. on October 24, 1907. He was elected Inspector General Honorary 33° on 

October 22, 1913 and was Coroneted in Portland December 13, 1913. He was a member of Portland 

Chapter #3 R.A.M. by 1896 and Oregon Commandry #1 in Portland, Knighted in 1904. He became 

a member of Al Kader Shrine on February 16, 1895.  

(Compiled by Michael D. Robinson 32° K.C.C.H. Orient Historian of Oregon) 

 

The Intents and Purpose of Freemasonry 
Address of Hon. B. B. Beekman, Grand Orator, A.F.&A.M., of Oregon 

“The Masonic Analyst, a Monthly Masonic Magazine of the Pacific Northwest”.  Volume 3, 

Number 2, July 1925 

 

FIFTEEN years ago this month I had the privilege and honor of addressing the Grand Lodge of 

Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Oregon as its Grand Orator. Today I am fully aware that I 

have been the recipient of such Masonic distinction by virtue of the brotherly favor of the Most 

Worshipful Grand Master’s appointing me and not because of any special qualification for the 

discharge of this official function. I have not, however, found cause or reason, during the 

intervening years, for modifying the views which I expressed on the former occasion, and I trust 

that what I shall say at this time may be adjudged to be in full accord with the principles and 

precepts of Ancient Free and Accepted Masonry. 

Of him who seeks and would possess the rights and benefits of a Lodge of Ancient Free and 

Accepted Masons Masonry demands real merits and substantial qualifications. He must be 

worthy, of good repute and properly vouched for. He must be actuated neither by mere curiosity 

nor by self-seeking. He must come of his own volition, unbiased by friends and uninfluenced by 

mercenary motives. He must profess a favorable opinion of the institution and a sincere desire 

for knowledge and to be of service to his fellowmen. He must possess a record of a moral and 

upright life and he must be imbued with a firm belief in the existence of God and in a 

resurrection to a future life. 



These are stringent requirements, but long-continued acceptance thereof and compliance 

therewith imply and signify that the rights, benefits and privileges of Freemasonry are of 

exceptional value and vary greatly to be desired. Masonry, indeed, demands much of its initiates 

but it gives many fold in return. It offers in abundance the joys and pleasures of friendship, 

fellowship and fraternity. It spreads before its votaries a table richly furnished with philosophic 

wisdom and moral admonition. It inculcates purity of life and rectitude of conduct. It counsels 

those things which make for high character and strict integrity. It encourages the cultivation of 

the uplifting faculties of the mind and the display of the ennobling attributes of the heart and 

soul. It stresses the beauty of altruism and the love of fellowmen. It emphasizes the great virtues 

of charity and toleration. It teaches the lesson of "peace on earth and good will toward men." It 

commends the Scriptural injunction "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and 

with all thy soul and with all thy strength and with all thy mind, and thy neighbor as thyself; this 

do and thou shalt live." It recognizes the nobility of man, but it is also cognizant of the 

limitations of human nature. It therefore circumscribes its precepts and teachings within the 

bounds and limits of practical idealism and establishes its tenets and doctrines upon the wisdom 

and experience of the past. It accepts the sublime truths and the high ideals of the ages, but it 

presents a system applicable to the daily lives and affairs of men a system which serves as a light 

unto the path of the seeker after truth. 

Every man, by the necessity of his nature and the circumstances of his environment, must live 

and move and have his being in four great relationships. 

These relationships are fundamental and inescapable, they shape and determine the life and 

destiny of every human being. Inherent in and attached to each of these relationships are primary 

duties and essential obligations, upon the discharge of which depends the fullness of human life. 

For good or ill, for weal or woe, every man must act and function in these relationships and must 

be judged by his performance of those duties and his fulfillment of those obligations. These 

paramount relationships are the relation to self, the relation to others, the relation to country and 

the relation to God. 

Social institutions and organizations are, therefore, of real value and of permanent benefit to men 

in proportion to the degree of recognition which they give to these relations and to the measure 

in which they contribute to the enforcement of those duties and obligations. As in the case of 

every human activity and every human association, Freemasonry must be measured and 

adjudged, in respect both to its members and to the world at large, according to the manner in 

which it inspires men to perform the duties and to fulfill the obligations inherent in and arising 

out of these primary relations. 

Freemasonry does not assert the possession of a specific code of morality or of a definite system 

of philosophy; but it is the plain intent and purpose of Freemasonry that all Masons shall be just, 

upright and honorable men. Its morality and philosophy rest upon universal principles. It accepts 

and approves the maxims and precepts of the great moral teachers of the ages. It urges and 

inspires exercise of the higher faculties of the mind and cultivation of the nobler attributes of the 

heart and soul. Its rituals and ceremonials arouse the better natures and call forth the finer 

sentiments of men. Its symbolism opens and illumines the way to right thinking and right living. 

Its precepts and teachings abound in appeals for self-government and personal development to 

the full measure of individual capacity and ability. The Great Lights in Masonry, the Working 

Tools, the Jewels and the Tenets of its Degrees, the Ornaments and Furniture of the Lodge give 

constant reminder of man's duty to himself. If any Mason fails or neglects to profit thereby, it is 

because "seeing he sees·not, hearing he hears not; neither does he understand." His be the fault 



and the blame if he heeds not the constant call of Masonry to "divest his heart and conscience of 

the vices and superfluities of life and to fit his mind, as a living stone, for that spiritual building 

that house not made with hands-eternal in the heavens." 

Freemasonry is not, in a specific sense, an altruistic or an eleemosynary institution; but it is the 

obvious intent and purpose of Freemasonry that all Masons shall be benevolent, charitable and 

tolerant toward their fellowmen. Devotion to family, loyalty to friends, brotherly love, and the 

practice of charity among Masons are axiomatic in Masonic teaching. But Masonry also teaches 

that men of every race and of every clime are one great family, created by one Almighty Father, 

united by the bond of universal brotherhood. Masonry further teaches that as the form of the 

Lodge denotes the universality of the institution, so should a Mason's charity be equally 

extensive. Masonry, therefore, if its declarations be not meaningless, is far more than an 

exclusive fraternity seeking the mutual and common welfare of its members. It is to the credit 

and glory of Masonry that its practice has conformed, in notable degree, to its professions 

concerning the solidarity of the human race. While it has ever disdained to resort to proselytism, 

it has always welcomed into its ranks worthy and honorable men irrespective of race and creed 

and opinion. And as Masons are taught to live in harmony and unity and are admonished to 

square their actions by the Square of virtue and morality, so Masonry envisions the reign of 

peace and good will among men and hopefully looks forward to the universal acceptance of the 

Golden Rule. Masonry holds fast to its faith in human betterment and social progress and places 

its hopes and trust in the growth and prevalence of the ameliorating sentiment of benevolence 

and the harmonizing spirit of toleration. 

Charity, as taught and enjoined by Masonry, is not the mere dole of almsgiving; it is charity in 

the larger and better sense of "Not what we give, but what we share, for the gift, without the 

giver, is bare." Charity should be truly helpful, constructive and beneficial. It should bless both 

him who gives and him who receives, and, above all else, it should minister to the self-respect 

and independence of the recipient, helping him to help himself. It is gratifying that Oregon 

Masons are directing their institutional measures of relief and charity in that spirit and with that 

purpose. For thus is true Masonic charity inculcated by example as well as by precept. 

Freemasonry is not ' a political association; but it is the manifest intent and purpose of 

Freemasonry and especially of American Freemasonry that all Masons shall be vigilant and 

patriotic citizens. It should be a source of pride but not of wonder to American Masons that 

nearly all the signers of the Declaration of Independence and a decisive majority of the framers 

and signers of the Constitution of the United States were Masons. The declaration that "all men 

are created equal and are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among 

these are 'life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness; and that, to secure these rights, governments 

are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed" was 

virtually a revelation to the world at large; but to the Masons of that time it was the natural and 

logical extension to the sphere of government of basic Masonic conceptions of liberty, equality 

and the right of representation. From old time the Worshipful Master had ruled and 'governed the 

Lodge but only by and with the free choice and consent of his brethren, and in every Masonic 

Lodge Masons had been long accustomed to meet upon the level of liberty and equality. The 

historian, John Fiske, declared that in the Constitution of the United States "was realized the 

sublime conception of a nation in which every citizen lives under two complete and well-

rounded systems-the state law and the federal law-moving one within the other noiselessly and 

without friction." This dual system was a new and decisive departure in the science of 

government and was regarded by many with doubt and apprehension. But Masons, generally, 



approved and supported that great conception-finding a prototype therefore in the dual character 

and relation of the Grand and Constituent Lodges of the Colonial period. Masonic thought and 

practice had undoubtedly prepared the minds of Masons for the support and adoption of the 

fundamental principles of American representative government as declared and applied in the 

Constitution. The body of Masonic doctrines pertaining to liberty, equality and fraternity-long 

antedating the American Revolution and founding of The Nation--contained, in essence and in 

embryo, the vital and essential elements of free representative government, and sustained the 

faith and magnified the vision of Washington and his Masonic associates and coadjutors. And as 

the tenets of Freemasonry respecting the inherent and inalienable rights of man have been 

maintained and preserved inviolably, so has American Freemasonry, without variableness or 

shadow of turning, given constant and loyal adherence and support to the great principles of the 

Constitution. Who will gainsay that if, during the last four decades, all those who have come to 

our shores and been received into our national life and all those who have been born into 

citizenship upon the soil of the United States had been imbued with Masonic conceptions of free 

representative government, our problems of immigration, naturalization and Americanization 

would today be simple and easy of solution? 

When the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Oregon decreed, in 1916, that 

henceforth The Flag of The United States should have a permanent place of honor in The Grand 

Lodge and all its Constituent Lodges, and provided further, in 1917, for its incorporation in the 

opening and closing ceremonies, it acted not only patriotically but also appropriately and 

conformably to the historic spirit and purpose of American Freemasonry. The Stars and 

Stripes should be in every Lodge of American Freemasons. It belongs there by virtue of the 

lessons and doctrines there taught. Its presence disturbs not a single landmark of Freemasonry; it 

is in harmony with the rituals and ceremonials and emphasizes the meaning of the Working 

Tools, Jewels and Tenets of the degrees. It connects Freemasonry more closely and indissolubly 

with American ideas and ideals and inspires increased devotion to the great truths respecting the 

rights of man, which Masonry embodies and of which it is the superlative symbol. It is most 

fitting that The Star-Spangled Banner should be exalted in American Lodges of The Craft which 

Washington- the illustrious exemplar of Masonry and of good citizenship-honored and was 

proud to serve as Worshipful Master. 

When, in 1923 and '1924, the Most Worshipful Grand Masters requested the appropriate 

observance, by Constituent Lodges of Oregon, of the anniversary of the adoption of The 

Constitution of the United States, it was a further example of patriotic Masonic action. As the 

Masons of the period from 1775 to 1789 were among the foremost of the statesmen and patriots 

who achieved American independence and established The Nation, so should American Masons 

of today be alert and vigilant in maintaining and preserving the great charter of our liberties and 

in ensuring the perpetuity of the fundamental principles upon which it is based. The annual 

Masonic observance of the anniversary should be encouraged and promoted, not only as a tribute 

to the memory of the patriotic Masons who aided so conspicuously in the framing and adoption 

of The Constitution but also as a contribution to the laudable undertaking of bringing about a 

greater knowledge and a more thorough understanding of The Constitution by all classes of 

citizens. 

When, in September, 1924, our Most Worshipful Grand Master addressed a courteous fraternal 

letter to the Constituent Lodges of Oregon, emphasizing the performance of the duties and the 

exercise of the privileges of citizenship, and urging Oregon Masons "to vote, vote as you please, 

but vote," at the ensuing election of November 4, it was the act not only of a conscientious 



citizen but also of an understanding Mason. The exercise of the right of suffrage is a privilege of 

citizenship; it is likewise a duty of citizenship. The failure, in recent years, of so many American 

citizens to perform that duty is a source of discouragement and apprehension. This is particularly 

true of the neglect, in this respect, of the more intelligent classes of citizens. A Mason should be 

a good citizen and good citizenship connotes the performance of civic duties in return for the 

rights and blessings received and enjoyed. Our Most Worshipful Grand Master's call to duty was 

timely and pertinent and should be kept in remembrance and observance by all Oregon Masons. 

These instances serve to illustrate the practical relation of American Freemasonry to the common 

good and the public welfare. While freedom of thought, of speech and of action should never be 

infringed or interfered with, It is manifest that American Freemasonry should be always ready to 

uphold and sustain the constitutional guaranties and the institutional safeguards of free 

representative government. 

Freemasonry is not a religion; but it is the clear intent and purpose of Freemasonry that all 

Masons shall be religious. The initiate in Masonry, from the moment when, as an Entered 

Apprentice, he attends at prayer to the moment when, as a Master Mason, he receives assurance 

of a resurrection to a future life, hears constant affirmance of the great verities of religious belief. 

Faith and trust in God, belief in the efficacy of prayer and assurance of the immortality of the 

soul are of the very essence of Masonry. The Scriptural sources and elements of the rituals, the 

Holy Bible on the altar, the letter G in the East, the prayers in behalf of and by the initiate, the 

sublime legend of the Widow's Son give unmistakable confirmation of the religious quality of 

Masonry and its doctrines respecting the spiritual nature and the immortal destiny of man. 

Nevertheless, the right to worship God according to the dictates of one's conscience and the right 

of independent belief and private judgment in matters religious are absolute and inviolable in 

Freemasonry. It prescribes no creed or dogma as a test of religious faith. Its universal prayer 

ascends to the  

"Father of all -in. every age, 

In every clime adored, 

By saint, by savage and by sage, 

Jehovah, Jove or Lord." 

Its message to its initiates is: 

"To every man there openeth 

A Way, and Ways and a Way, 

And the High Soul climbs the High Way, 

And the Low Soul gropes the Low, 

And in between, on the misty flats, 

The rest drift to and fro. 

But to every man there openeth 

A High Way and a Low, 

And every man decideth 

The Way his soul shall go." 

The Holy Bible-one of the Great Lights in Masonry-is regarded Masonically as the symbol of 

divine truth in every form. Whether it transcends the plane of symbolism and is the unfailing 

source of moral and spiritual inspiration each Mason is entirely free to decide for himself. 

Whether it shall be the symbolic or the veritable "rule and guide of his faith and practice" is for 

the determination of his own untrammeled conscience. If conscience does not forbid, however, it 

will be well for the Freemason to search the Scriptures diligently. In his Masonic quest he need 



not neglect or discard truth which he finds upon the way. He need not seek afar for truth which is 

near at hand. He need not delve in the occult, the mystical, the esoteric for truth which is plainly 

revealed. The symbolic volume on the altar of Freemasonry may be, in reality, the oracle which 

will reveal to him the destiny of man and the key to the interpretation of his relation to the Great 

Architect of the Universe. There he may get wisdom and understanding and refresh his soul from 

abundant streams of truth and inspiration. There he may gain greater strength to face the 

problems and trials of life and find firmer assurance upon which to base his faith in his immortal 

nature. There he may discover the noblest examples of human virtues and the most splendid 

types of character and rectitude. There he may read the clearest and most persuasive 

pronouncement of The Fatherhood of God and The Brotherhood of Man. There he may follow 

the vicissitudes of fortune of Israel and her mighty men. And there he may read the wondrous 

story of Jesus of Nazareth, of his pure and perfect life, his spotless and transcendent virtues, his 

lofty and beneficent teachings, his sublime death and his resurrection in glory. 

It is certain that no man can be initiated, passed and raised to the sublime degree of Master 

Mason without being, in some measure, a better man. But whether a Master Mason shall receive 

full measure of the benefits of Masonry must depend largely upon individual purpose and effort; 

for in Masonry, as elsewhere in life, it is profoundly true that a man receives in proportion to 

what he gives. 

It has been well and forcefully said that "all higher motives, ideals, conceptions, sentiments in a 

man are of no account if they do not come forward to strengthen him for the better discharge of 

the duties which devolve upon him in the ordinary affairs of life." The principles and ideals of 

Masonry, therefore, have real value and power in the individual Mason's life only so far as they 

enable him to recognize and discharge the duties of the fundamental relationships of human 

existence. If a Mason has merely superficial interest in the institution, if his Masonic activities 

are perfunctory, if his knowledge of Masonry is practically limited to that which he receives as 

an occasional onlooker at initiatory ceremonies or to that which results from mere ritualistic 

proficiency, if he does not comprehend the actual and potential relation of Masonry to individual 

improvement, to social progress, to civic welfare and to spiritual development, he will, perforce, 

fail to imbibe the true spirit and to apprehend the real purposes of Ancient Free and Accepted 

Masonry. 

Masonry offers no magic formula for the solution of life's problems, no royal secret for the 

acquisition of wisdom, no potent talisman for the attainment of happiness. It relies solely upon 

those available means and those practical methods which conduce to truer manhood, to higher 

purpose and fuller achievement, and which help and strengthen in the discharge of the paramount 

duties to self, to others, to country and to God. 

To be true to one's better self, to do unto others what one would that others should do unto him, 

to "love one's fellowmen sincerely," to "love one's country with a respect, tender, holy and 

profound," to "love God with all one's heart and soul and mind and strength and one's neighbor 

as one's self,"-that, in epitome, is the real essence, the true intent and the ultimate purpose of the 

tenets and doctrines of Freemasonry. 
 

 

 



 
Cornelius C. Beekman father of Benjamin 

From Wikipedia Free Encyclopedia 

“Cornelius C. Beekman (January 27, 1828 – February 22, 1915) was a Wells-Fargo Express agent and banker 

in Jacksonville, Oregon, United States. He is the namesake of the Cornelius C. Beekman House and the 

Beekman Native Plant Arboretum. 

Beekman was born in 1828 in Dundee1, New York, to parents Benjamin Beekman and Lydia Compton. The 

elder Beekman trained his son to be a carpenter.2 Beekman attended public school in Yates County and 

remained in the area until 1850.3 In that year, he sailed for San Francisco intent on becoming a gold 

prospector during the California Gold Rush. Believing that all of the good claims already had been filed, 

Beekman remained in San Francisco and worked briefly as a carpenter at the rate of one ounce of gold per 

day.4 In 1851 he traveled north and staked a claim in Yreka.5 

In 1853 Beekman became a delivery rider for Cram, Rogers & Co.,6 and he rode a trail through the Siskiyou 

Mountains two or three times a week carrying gold dust, letters, and parcels between Yreka, California, and 

Jacksonville, Oregon. He relocated to Jacksonville in that year, and when Cram Rogers failed in 1856, he 

opened the Beekman Express Company and continued along the same route.7 

For a time, Beekman was paid five percent of the estimated value of the gold dust he transported, and the 

gold dust amounted to more than $15,000,000 over the duration of his service. Beekman also received one 

dollar for each letter and newspaper he transported.8 In 1857 he opened the Beekman Bank in Jacksonville. 

The bank became the first bank in Southern Oregon, and because depositors dealt in gold dust, Beekman 

 
1 Cornelius was actually born in New York City in 1828, his parents didn’t move to Dundee until 1830. 
2 The National Cyclopaedia of American Biography XVII. New York: James Terry White. 1920. p. 192. 
3 "Beekman, Cornelius C.". Southern Oregon Historical Society. Archived from the original on January 18, 2015. 
4 The National Cyclopaedia of American Biography XVII. New York: James Terry White. 1920. p. 192. 
5 Miller, Bill (April 28, 2013). "The Cornelius Beekman you never knew". Mail Tribune (Medford, Oregon: Grady 
Singletary). Retrieved January 18, 2015. 
6 Cram Rogers was an agent of what would become Adams Express Company, see White. For a brief discussion of 
express companies including Cram Rogers, see Frajola, Richard. "Steve Whitington Collection of Western Express 
Covers". Retrieved January 18, 2015. 
7 "Beekman Bank". Properties. Jacksonville Heritage Society. Archived from the original on January 15, 2015. 
8 The National Cyclopaedia of American Biography XVII. New York: James Terry White. 1920. p. 192. 
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charged a storage fee of one percent rather than pay interest on deposits. He continued in banking until 

shortly before his death in 1915.9 

In 1863 Beekman became the Jacksonville agent of the Wells Fargo Express Co., a post he held for forty 

years. During the time he worked for Wells Fargo, Beekman shipped millions of dollars in gold dust to be 

minted in San Francisco.10 

Beekman ran on the Republican ticket for governor of Oregon in 1878, losing to William Thayer by fewer 

than 70 votes.11 Beekman was a 32nd degree Mason and a member of the Sons of the American Revolution.12 

Beekman served as a regent of the University of Oregon, and with Henry Failing he established there the 

Failing-Beekman Prize in 1880 for best oration at the time of graduation.13 

Beekman helped to found the First Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville. He helped to establish the 

community of Medford, Oregon by deeding land for a railroad station and town site.14” 

“Uncle Beek” as he was sometimes known was elected Mayor of Jacksonville several times. Neither of his 

children left descendants.  

C. C. Beekman died on February 22, 1915 in Jacksonville at the age of 87. He was buried in the Jacksonville 

Cemetery 

Masonic Service 
 Cornelius C. Beekman came to California at the age of 22, so it is reasonable to assume he was Raised a 

Master Mason in California. He was not on any Roster in 1856, but was a Master Mason in Howard Lodge 

#96 in Yreka, Siskiyou, California in 1857. The Lodge was Chartered in 1856 and it appears likely he was 

Raised during that year. He served as SD in 1858. He withdrew from the California Lodge in 1859 and later 

appeared as a member of Warren Lodge No. 10 in Jacksonville, Jackson, Oregon. His petition for affiliation 

was read January 4, 1860 and he was appointed the Senior Deacon of the Lodge for that year. He remained a 

member until his death in 1915. Brother Beekman did not hold office again until 1873 when he was elected 

Junior Warden. He was elected Senior Warden in 1874, JW again in 1875, and once again as SW in 1876. 

Brother C. C. Beekman was elected to Worshipful Master in 1877, and occupied that position for the next 12 

years, until 1888. He returned to the sidelines and remained there until 1893 when he was appointed the 

Junior Deacon. In 1895 he was made an honorary member and was relieved from paying dues. This is the 

equivalent of what is now known as a life membership. WB Beekman was elected Lodge Treasurer in 1903 

and remained such for the next 12 years, until his death. C.C. Beekman was recommended for the Scottish 

Rite by his son Benjamin on April 5, 1904. He received the 4° to 14° on June 13, 1904 and the 15° to 32° on 

June 14, 1904 with the 3rd Cathedral Class, 10th Semi-annual Reunion in Portland.  
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3rd Cathedral Class, 10th Semi-annual Scottish Rite Reunion in Portland June 13-14, 1904 

Cornelius C. Beekman 1st row 4th from left white beard. 

 
Beekman Family Plot Jacksonville Cemetery, Jacksonville, Oregon 


