
1 
 

 

Eugene Franklin Skinner 1809-1864 

The Skinner family can be traced back to John Skinner of Braintree, Essex, England, who was born 

in about 1510. His great-grandson, also named John, was born about a hundred years later, in 1612, 

in Braintree. John married Mary the daughter of Joseph and Mary Loomis of Braintree in about 

1637. Sometime in the next couple of years John and Mary Skinner made the voyage across the 

Atlantic to Connecticut. There in 1643 a son Joseph was born in Hartford. John later moved his 

family to Windsor, Hartford, Connecticut. The Skinner family remained in Windsor for about the 

next 150 years. Joseph Skinner had a son named Joseph born on August 26, 1669, and his son John 

was born in Windsor on April 19, 1725. John Skinner married Sarah Kennedy on November 2, 1762 

in East Windsor, Hartford, Connecticut and ten years later on March 25, 1772 their son John Joseph 

Skinner was born in that same place. John Joseph Skinner married Phebe Bull on May 17, 1794. 

Their first child was a daughter named Sarah “Sally” Paine Skinner and was born on May 7, 1796 in 

Kortwright, New York. The couple’s 2nd and last child was St. John Bull Lawrence Skinner born in 

Kortwright on December 4, 1797. St. John was named for his mother’s parents John Bull and Phebe 

Lawrence. Nine months later on September 4, 1798 Phebe Bull Skinner died at the age of 23. Two 

year old Sally Skinner went to live with her Aunt Nancy Elizabeth Bull Shipherd. It is likely that St. 

John went too, at least for a while. St. John later attended the Plattsburg Academy around 1814. He 

was an influential officer in the Post Office Department at Washington City, District of Columbia, 

under President Lincoln, and went on to become Assistant Postmaster General during the 

administration of President Johnson.   
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 It was seven years before John Joseph Skinner married again. On January 14, 1805 John Joseph 

married Amelia the daughter of William and Tryphena Richardson on Granville, New York. The 

couple’s first child was a daughter named Phoebe Bull Skinner for John Joseph’s first wife. She was 

born in Granville on November 13, 1805. The family then moved to Essex, New York where 

Eugene Franklin Skinner was born in 1807, he died eight months later. Another son, our subject 

Eugene Franklin Skinner, was born on September 13, 1809. Six months later, in March of 1810 

Amelia died, being about 25 years old, and again John Joseph was left with two young children and 

no wife. The Skinners remained in Essex, New York through the War of 1812. “During the Battle of 

Plattsburgh in September 1814 Major Skinner fought as part of the militia while his older son, St. 

John, 16, served with Aiken’s Volunteers. This was a group of some 20 boys who scouted the woods 

to report on British troop movements. They constituted a rifle company, fighting at the village 

bridge on 6 September and, in what was probably the most significant battle of the war, a major 

engagement on 11 September. Major Skinner was briefly captured by the British at one point, but 

managed to escape.”1 Major Skinner was next found in Fredonia, Chautauqua, New York where he 

bought the Cascade Hamlet Lot west of Main St. from Hezekiah Barker for $20 on March 19, 1818. 

During this time John Joseph improved his lots and looked for tenants for his Hamlet.2 “The 

records of Fredonia’s Masonic Forest Lodge show a payment to him of $22.50 “To 18 Days work in 

finishing Hall,” that is, some interior carpentry on the new Masonic Hall at today’s 9 East Main 

Street. The entry adds “Endorsed Porter & Skinner a-c July 3, 1820.” 

      Whatever the Major was doing turned out to be not enough. By May 1821 he had been 

imprisoned as an insolvent debtor and his creditors were notified by the required newspaper 

advertisements that his “estate” would be “assigned” pursuant to the Act of 7 April 1819. Following 

the standard procedures of the time, Skinner petitioned to have his “estate” assigned for sale to 

satisfy his creditors and free him from jail. On 8 August 1821 Judge Zattu Cushing, presiding over 

the hearing, accepted the testimony offered and freed him. Joseph Skinner’s name, which had 

disappeared from the assessment rolls, once again appeared paying the taxes on the Cascade Hamlet 

in 1822 and 1823. The assessed valuation went from $200 to $300, an impressive increase indicating 

things seemed to be going well for the Hamlet enterprise. It was early in 1823 that the occupants 

and their leader, (John) Joseph Skinner, felt confident enough in their status to form the Cascade 

Hamlet Mechanic Society. Another sign of confidence was St. John Skinner  “of Plattsburgh” buying 

from Hezekiah Barker a small lot just below the Hamlet lot, giving Barker a mortgage for the 

purchase price of $72.00. That was late in September 1823. Joseph Skinner built a tannery there. A 

description of the property in a later deed indicates that the tannery was built onto the Hamlet, 

which means it was attached to some of what had been intended as living quarters: “being the same 

lots on which the Cascade Hamlet and the tannery attached thereto stand. . . .”  This all suggests a 

growing sense of confidence in the Major’s enterprise. Indeed, according to Young’s History, 

Skinner was elected to the vestry of Trinity Episcopal Church in April 1823, which certainly argues 

 
1 http://darwinrbarkermuseum.blogspot.com/2012/11/major-john-joseph-skinner-by-douglas-h.html 
2 A hamlet is a small human settlement. In different jurisdictions and geographies, hamlets may be the size of a town, 
village or parish, be considered a smaller settlement or subdivision of a larger, or be treated as a satellite entity to a larger 
settlement. Wikipedia. 
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for a sense of permanency. That leads to the question of whether he had any family with him. A 

standard biographical sketch of Joseph’s younger son, Eugene F. Skinner, says he “was favored with 

particular attention by his father, and when he attained the age of fourteen years was taken to 

Albany, Green county, Wisconsin, among relatives who were all interested in his welfare.” 

    Eugene turned 14 on the 3rd of September 1823. If he had been living with his father, we might 

have expected this greater involvement in the community and positive economic signs to guarantee 

his remaining here. We do not know, but the move to Wisconsin strongly suggests that he had been 

left in someone else’s care since 1818, perhaps St. John’s. Eugene’s older half-brother had married in 

1820 and he and his wife had three daughters born to them. If this is an accurate picture of the state 

of affairs in 1823, why would not Eugene’s father, a vestryman and an involved local citizen, have 

taken his son, no longer a baby, to live with him, unless he still had concerns about his financial 

future? If that was Joseph Skinner’s motivation, he was right. No matter the apparent signs of good 

times ahead, in May 1824, St. John and his wife Phoebe Mooers, had to sell the Cascade Hamlet and 

tannery lots to David J. Matteson of Fredonia for $925.00 plus the mortgage with interest still due 

Hezekiah Barker. Whatever the positive signs had been, they had failed to materialize.”3 In 1823 

John Joseph Skinner appears to have sent his son to Green County, Wisconsin, although he himself 

seems to have had continued on in Fredonia. On March 24, 1830 Eugene’s sister Phoebe Bull 

Skinner married Stuart Brock on Hawkesbury Mills, in Upper Canada. Phoebe went to live in 

Canada, and sometime prior to his death John Joseph Skinner went to live with or near his daughter 

dying in Hawkesbury Mills, Canada on January 4, 1844. 

Eugene F. Skinner was 14 when he went to Albany, Green, Wisconsin. “While yet in early life, 

however, he went back to his native State, to Plattsburg, but again turned his face westward and 

settled at Hennepin, Putnam county, Illinois.  In youth our subject was of a most industrious 

disposition, and by diligent application obtained a good education which fitted him in after life for 

many positions of trust and honor.  Living on a farm he naturally learned the intricacies of 

agriculture, and drank in of the spirit of adventure that subsequently developed in him the arduous 

undertakings of a life on the frontier.  He married in Illinois, November 28, 1839, Mary Cook, who 

was born in Augusta, Oneida county, New York, February 7, 1816, and while a resident of that State 

was elected to several official positions, among them being Sheriff of Putnam county.  In May 1845, 

owing to certain inducements held out to him, and hoping to regain lost health, Mr. Skinner and his 

family joined a company going to California, among the number being Elijah Bristow and Wesley 

Shannon, and arrived at the hospitable portals of Sutter's Fort in September 1845.  Here they 

wintered, and in the spring of 1846, journeyed to Oregon, and located for a time at Dallas, Polk 

county. In June 1846 Mr. Skinner located the donation claim on which Eugene City, named for him, 

now stands.”4 “That summer Skinner joined the Bristow party in exploring the valley to the south, 

and took up a claim downriver some miles from Elijah Bristow's claim at the foot of a low 

hill.  Fortunately for Skinner, two Kalapuyas happened by, bringing trout from the river.  "Build 

high up," they said, "Ya-po-ah."  They pointed to the hillside.  Using Chinook jargon, he asked 

 
3 Ibid 
4 Lane County History 
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why.  "Big waters come someday," they told him. He was convinced to build his cabin on high 

ground because of the floods.  Skinner selected a bench of land on the south side of the hill, cut his 

logs from the firs at the river's edge, and built a one-room claim cabin.  This rude shelter had a door 

with skins hung across the opening.  Its primary purpose was to hold the land until Skinner could 

bring his family there for permanent occupancy.  The site of his first cabin is commemorated with a 

marker installed by the local chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution on the hill 

known ever since as Skinner's Butte.” Oregon Donation Land Claim, No. 857 was filed in Oregon 

City by Eugene F. and Marty P. Skinner, they secured the claim on May 29, 1847. “In the spring of 

1847, Eugene Skinner brought his wife Mary and their infant daughter Mary Elizabeth, born in 

December 2, 1846 in Clackamas County, to the tiny log cabin.  The cabin expanded, and had two 

doors and a window looking out across the prairie and the wooded area to the south and west.  For 

several months Mary was the only white woman in the region that would become Lane County 

(Bristow's wife, bringing several of their fifteen children, couldn't make the journey from the East 

until 1848).  In the high valley, the few Indians had few disputes for the early white settlers. There 

came a day, however, when Chief Tom was filled with resentment at the thought of the occupants 

of the cabin at Ya-po-ah. The Skinners knew enough jargon to recognize the impending danger. 

Eugene shouldered his musket and patrolled 

the cabin that night, while Mary molded 

bullets over the fire.  By sundown on the 

following day, Chief Tom and Eugene 

Skinner smoked the pipe of peace.”5   

The Skinners had three children born in 

Illinois between 1840-1844, but all three died 

before the Skinners left Illinois in 1845. A 

daughter Mary was born in Dallas, Oregon 

on December 2, 1846 and came to Skinner’s 

Butte with her parents in 1847. “Leonora, the 

first white child to see the light of day in 

Lane county, was born September 2, 1848; 

Phoebe, born March 29, 1850; St. John B. L. 

born November 7, 1851; Amelia R., born 

April 16, 1855.  Of these, the first named, 

Mary, died October 4, 1860; Leonora died 

August 29, 1862; Phoebe married August 30, 

1868, to John D. Kinsey, a native of New 

York, who was born October 12, 1835, and 

died March 13, 1881, leaving a family of 

three daughters, viz: Maggie, Clara and Mary 

Louis; St. John married November 23, 1871, 

 
5 Illustrated History of Lane County, Oregon Published by A. G. Walling, 1884 Portland, Oregon 
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Amanda J. Walton; Amelia R. married, August 24, 1871, Byron Van Houten, and is now Mrs. 

Combs, of Eugene City.”6 

Eugene Skinner and his growing family settled in to their home at the base of Skinner’s Butte. “Here 

they farmed, operated a ferry service, and in 1852, with Judge D. M. Risdon laid out the town of 

Eugene. Mary Cook Skinner was privileged to name the new town Eugene City after her husband. 

In 1853 Skinner donated a portion of his property for county buildings.  Thereafter he practiced law, 

serving as county clerk and Eugene postmaster for several years.”  

 
Eugene Skinner Postmaster of Eugene City, Lane County, September 3, 1853 (bottom) 

“He also attended to law business for a large number of the settlers of Lane County. He was 

industrious and honest, was a first-class business man, and enjoyed the esteem and confidence of 

everybody. Mr. Skinner was a good man in the true sense of the word. He was a most estimable, 

public-spirited citizen, a kind husband, a fond and indulgent parent, and a dear and prized friend to a 

large number of state and county residents. Hundreds of needy, destitute emigrants, from the time 

of his first settlement in Oregon, until the last few weeks of his life, found in him a provider and 

friend; and his charities were freely extended wherever he knew that want prevailed. All in all, he was 

a man of noble impulses and most modest demeanor.”7 

“There (was) an enormous ivy tree planted in front of 260 West Sixth Avenue, between Lincoln and 

Charnelton.  Mary Cook Skinner brought four little firs from back of the butte and planted them 

together.  Later she planted ivy, and over the years it became so thick the firs had to be cut 

down.”8  The house that stood there was the house where Eugene Skinner died. 

 
6 Ibid 
7 History of the Pacific Northwest Oregon and Washington. 2 v. Portland, Oregon: North Pacific History Company. 
1889. 
8 Illustrated History of Lane County, Oregon Published by A. G. Walling, 1884 Portland, Oregon 
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The Great Flood 

In November of 1861 the western United States was hit by rains the like of which has been rarely 

seen. Large amounts of rain and snow descended upon the west coast throughout December and 

January. This came to a climax in mid-January with an intense deluge of warmer rain that not only 

rivaled what had come before but was enlarged by the melting of the previous large accumulation of 

snow. The inundation caused all rivers and streams to rise to great heights and in the valleys swept 

away towns, mills, dams, houses, animals and fields. It was estimated that approximately one-quarter 

of all taxable real estate in California was destroyed by the flood. The state of California, dependent 

on property taxes, went bankrupt, and the government employees had to go without pay for a year 

and a half. The crisis hit Oregon earlier and on December 3, 1861 the melted snow and abundant 

rain hit Oregon City with a vengeance. An article in the December 14, 1861, Oregon City Argus, 

described the aftermath at Oregon City: “The light of Wednesday morning revealed a scene of 

desolation terrible in its extent no less than in its completeness. The Oregon City and Island Mills, 

Willamette Iron Works, Foundry and Machine Shop; all the breakwaters designed to protect the 

mills and upper end of Oregon City except one short piece are carried away, and over where they 

stood now sweeps a foaming current against which no building unprotected by a solid breakwater as 

a defense could possibly stand. An immense amount of drift has passed and apparently the debris of 

many houses but everything is ground so fine and is hurried out of sight so quickly that little can be 

known for certain. On the fragments of a large barn, as appeared by the quantity of grain, straw, etc., 

sat a number of chickens, bearing melancholy evidence of devastation above. We were compelled to 

vacate our office this afternoon, the water rising nearly two feet on the floor. Main Street is 

navigable for skiffs past our door down as far as the Masonic Hall.”9 Part of the devastation came 

from the fact that the rivers were the main line of transportation and most of the inhabitants lived 

near these waterways. During the flooding Eugene Skinner went out to try and save his cattle, it is 

said that he took a cold from the exposure from which he never fully recovered. 

 
9 December 14, 1861, Oregon City Argus, from Wikipedia article “The Great Flood” 
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“His death was a calamity to the community of Eugene City; and he was deeply mourned by all, a 

cold which he had contracted little heeded at the time, was in four days the cause of his sudden 

death. The Masons and Odd Fellows of both of which orders he was a worthy member, conducted 

his obsequies on the 17th of December, 1864.”10 

Masonic Funeral 

On Saturday December 17, 1864 a Special Communication was called to meet at the Hall of Eugene 

City Lodge #11. The Brethren assembled to make arrangements for the funeral and burial of their 

beloved Brother Eugene Skinner, who had passed away two days earlier, on December 15, 1864. 

RWB Avery A. Smith Past Master of Eugene City Lodge and Deputy Grand Master of Oregon sat 

as acting Master of the Lodge. Brothers Gray and Bristow sat as Senior and Junior Wardens 

respectively. J. B. Underwood sat as Secretary and Brother J. B. Huff was Senior Deacon and Prior 

F. Blair Junior Deacon. Committees were arranged; Brothers Gray, Bristow and Underwood were 

appointed a Committee on Resolutions and Brothers Underwood, Huff and Rhea a Committee of 

Arrangements. Brothers Dillard, Bristow and Harlow were Pale Bearers and Brothers Rhea and 

Milliorn served as Stewarts. The Lodge was then called from Labor to Refreshment to be called on 

again the next day, Sunday, December 18 at 10 AM. The next morning the Lodge was called back to 

Labor and “After performing that part of the burial ceremony which is necessary in the Lodge 

room, the Lodge was called from Labor the Refreshment. A procession was then formed which 

proceeded to the residence of our late Bro. Skinner, thence to the church where a service was 

preached by Rev. J. McCormac11 thence to the grave side where his remains were interred with the 

usual ceremonies of the order. The procession returned to the Lodge room where the Lodge was 

called from Refreshment to Labor. The committee on Resolution reported the following resolutions 

which were adopted; Whereas it has pleased the Almighty to remove from our midst our late worthy 

Brother Eugene F. Skinner whom death has cast a gloom over the hearts of his many friends and 

acquaintances and deprived our order of one of its most valuable members be it:  

Resolved, That in the death of Bro. Skinner this city loses one who has for many years ranked 

among its most respected citizens and our fraternity one who was ever ready to advance its interests. 

Yet these losses great as they are, are nothing when compared to the void caused in the home circle 

of which he was the loved and living head. 

Resolved, That by this bereavement we are admonished of the certainty of death and of the solemn 

truth that “Today is only our own: and also is impressed upon us the importance of preparing 

ourselves while yet is today for the change that surely cometh. 

Resolved, That as a testimony of respect to the memory of our deceased Brother the members of 

this Lodge wear the usual badge of Mourning and that our Hall be draped in Mourning for thirty 

days and that a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to the family of the deceased and to the 

Chapter if Royal Arch Masons at Corvallis and to the different papers published in this county.  

 
10 History of the Pacific Northwest Oregon and Washington. 2 v. Portland, Oregon: North Pacific History Company. 
1889. 
11 J. McCormac was not a member of Eugene City Lodge #11 at this time, but he joined the next year, 1865. 
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Nothing further appearing RWB Smith closed the Lodge. The officers for 1865 were elected on 

December 24 and installed on December 27, 1864.12 

   

 

 
Mary Cook Skinner and Captain Nehemiah L. Packard 

“There (was) an enormous ivy tree planted in front of 260 West Sixth Avenue, between Lincoln and 

Charnelton.  Mary Cook Skinner brought four little firs from back of the butte and planted them 

 
12 Eugene City Lodge #11 minute book for 1864 pages 298-299. 
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together.  Later she planted ivy, and over the years it became so thick the firs had to be cut 

down.”13  The house that stood there was the house where Eugene Skinner died.   

After his death his widow Mary Cook Skinner remained in Eugene, and on February 7, 1867 she 

married Captain Nehemiah L. Packard. “Captain N. L. Packard - Was born in Camden, Knox 

county, Maine, July 4, 1818, and there resided until he attained the age of fifteen years, when he 

commenced a sea-faring life and continued it for the next sixteen years, rising to the position of 

commander.  Abandoning a nautical life in 1849, he paid his relatives a visit, and later in the year 

took the Empire City to the Isthmus of Panama, where leaving her, he crossed to the Pacific side, 

took passage on steamer Panama for San Francisco, landing there in September.  Our subject went to 

the southern mines, and finally located in Sonora, Tuolumne county, California, where he became 

superintendent of the water company that dug the well-known mining ditch in that district.  Having 

mined in that region for a time, he next moved to Butte county, an engaged in like operations until 

1850, when he transferred the scene of his labors to the northern mines.  Subsequently returning to 

Tuolumne county, at Big Oak Flat, he there remained until 1861, in which year he proceeded to 

Idaho, and there resided for three years.  In 1864 Captain Packard came to Oregon, the first year 

was domiciled in Gardiner city, Douglas county, and in 1865 took up his abode in Eugene City, 

where, February 7, 1867, he married Mary, widow of Eugene F. Skinner, the founder of that 

prosperous town. There they resided until her death, which occurred, June 4, 1881.14  

 

 

Masonic Service 

Eugene Skinner must have formed a favorable opinion of Freemasonry. We don’t know if his father 

was a Mason, but we do know that while in Fredonia, New York Major Skinner did some work for 

the Masons of that town. Soon after the formation of Skinners Butte Lodge under dispensation in 

the Fall of 1855, we find Eugene Skinner and Samuel Hannah approached the members for an 

application for membership. On February 16, 1856 Mr. Skinner’s petition of Initiation was accepted 

and Brothers Avery Smith, John B. Alexander and Hiram Smith were appointed a committee of 

investigation. On March 15 the committee reported favorably and the Entered Apprentice Degree 

was scheduled for Saturday evening March 22, 1856. At that time the Lodge was opened and 

 
13 Illustrated History of Lane County, Oregon Published by A. G. Walling, 1884 Portland, Oregon 
14 Ibid 
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Eugene Skinner “being in waiting” was made the first member of the Lodge by Initiation. He put in 

his petition to advance on May 17, 1856. On Saturday evening the 31 of May the Lodge met for 

their regular communication after the usual Lodge business Brother J. L. Hall was elected a member 

by affiliation and Mr. John Brattain was Initiated. The Lodge took a break, opened on the Master 

Mason degree and nominated officers to go to Grand Lodge to receive the Charter. The Lodge then 

was set back to work and Brother Skinner followed by Brother Hannah were Passed to the degree of 

Fellowcraft.  

 
E.F. Skinner and S. Hannah elected to receive the Fellowcraft Degree May 30, 1856. 
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At the Grand Lodge Session in June of 1856 the Lodge officially changed its name from Spencer 

Butte Lodge to Eugene City Lodge and was designated Lodge #11 when the Lodge was granted its 

Charter that same day, June 10, 1856. On July 20, 1856 the Lodge was opened for the first time 

under Charter and its new name, under the authority of the Grand Master Alfred M. Belt presiding. 

The Lodge officers were then elected. The Grand Master remained in Eugene and on July 29 the 

Lodge was opened and the officers were installed by the Grand Master. After the installation the 

Lodge was called from Labor to Refreshment until the following morning at 9 AM when the Lodge 

resumed its work. At that time the Lodge received petitions from Brothers E. E. Haft and J. Brattain 

asking for more light by being Passed to the degree of Fellow Craft and Brother Skinner and 

Hannah presented petitions asking to be Raised to the Sublime degree of Master Mason. All of the 

petitions were accepted and the Lodge went back to Refreshment while a committee consisting of 

Brothers Cox, Hall and Keith went to make arrangements for further occupancy of the building. At 

10 AM the Lodge was called back to Labor and Brother Haft was Passed to the degree of Fellow 

Craft. The Lodge then took another break until 3 PM when they returned and Passed Brother 

Brattain to the Fellow Craft degree. The Lodge was closed on the Fellow Craft degree and reopened 

on the Master Mason Degree at which time Brothers Skinner and Hannah were Raised to the 

Sublime Degree of Master Mason. After a long day the Lodge was closed. Thus Eugene Skinner 

became the first Master Mason in the Lodge that bore his name, Eugene City Lodge #11. 

Brother Skinner soon made himself available to serve his Lodge, learning the parts needed to occupy 

whatever position most needed filling at the Stated meetings. In August he sat as Secretary Pro Tem 

and in September as Senior Warden. In October he was Secretary again and in November Senior 

Warden in one meeting and Secretary in the other. He was Secretary and Tyler for the two meetings 

in December. At the Election of officers on December 20, 1856, three newly made Master Masons 

were elected to serve the Lodge for 1857; Eugene Skinner, Senior Warden; Samuel Hannah, Junior 

Warden; and John Brattain Treasurer. Brother James W. Huff, who had been accepted as an 

affiliated member that very night, was elected Master. But it was not to be; Brother Huff, a 24 year 

old Mason born in Kentucky was refused the position as Grand Master A. M. Belt explained during 

his address to Grand Lodge on Monday June 8, 1857, at the 7th annual Communication held at 

Salem: 

“At your last annual communication, a Charter was granted to Eugene City Lodge, No. 11, and, 

accordingly, in August last, I visited that Lodge, and installed its officers ; but at the last annual 

election of the same Lodge, Brother James Huff, a young Master Mason, was elected Worshipful 

Master, upon whom the Past Masters of this jurisdiction refused to confer the degree of Past Master, 

inasmuch as his vocation was deemed incompatible with a faithful and correct discharge of the 

responsible duties of Master ; their refusal to confer the degree met my approval; and, instead of 

installing the Master elect, I requested the former Master to continue in office until the meeting of 

the Grand Lodge, deeming such a course, under the circumstances, better than the issuing of a 

dispensation, authorizing the Lodge to hold a new election.” Worshipful Brother Lewis Rogers, who 

lived down by Cottage Grove, was forced to continue on for his 3rd term as Master. He ended up 

missing a number of meetings that year and in most cases Brother Skinner filled the void. On April 

4, 1857 Brother Skinner sat as Master of the Lodge and Brother Huff as Senior Warden. On April 
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18, Skinner was again Master and Brother Huff was Junior Warden. On May 3rd Skinner and Huff 

again were Master and Senior Warden. WB Rogers returned later in May after a couple of month’s 

absence and fulfilled his role as Master until December 26, when Brothers Skinner and Huff 

repeated their work as Master and Senior Warden for Eugene City Lodge. On that day new officers 

were elected and Avery Smith stepped up as Master and Brother Skinner was elected Secretary. The 

officers were installed on December 28 and Eugene Skinner sat as Master for the 5th time that year. 

Brother E. P. Henderson, a Past Master from outside the Lodge, installed the officers for 1858. In 

1859 Brother Skinner was elected Treasurer and served in that capacity for the next six years until 

his death in 1864.  

At the Grand Communication in June of 1864, Brother Skinner accompanied Worshipful Master 

Gray to Portland. Joseph Gray carried his vote as Master as well as the proxy for the Senior Warden 

and Brother Skinner had the proxy vote of the Junior Warden. On November 20, 1864 Brother 

Eugene F. Skinner attended his final meeting of Eugene City Lodge #11, where he sat as Tyler. A 

few weeks later he passed away at his home. 

Although there is a keystone on Brother Skinners gravestone, and this would usually be an 

indication of membership as a York Rite Royal Arch Mason, there is no sign he ever was a member. 

Eugene Chapter R.A.M. was not started until 10 years after his death. 

 

RWB M.D. Robinson Eugene Lodge Historian Feb. 7, 2017. 


