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“The Great Architect of the Universe and the Morals of Freemasonry”  

Compiled by Michael D. Robinson, August 2007 

 The purpose of this paper is to express the concepts of Deity, Religion and Morals in Freemasonry. 

Rather than give my own opinions, I’ve chosen to express my sentiment by quoting primarily from Albert 

Pike’s “Morals and Dogma”. Coming into contact with this text solidified a long-held interest in the 

Freemasons, as it appears to be a fundamental part of Masonic philosophy. It is surprising that many 

Masons are unfamiliar with this amazing work, and that anti-Masons, in their immense ignorance, have 

gone to great lengths to vilify Albert Pike for his efforts. My desire here is to answer the oft asked 

question “why do you want to be a Mason?” and to generate an interest in Pike’s work by those 

previously unfamiliar with it. 

In an information flier put out by the Grand Lodge of Oregon in 1990, “Making Good Men Better” it 

states: “Freemasonry is a system of morality, veiled in allegory, illustrated by symbols. Not a religion but 

religious in character, it is a philosophy of ethical conduct which imparts moral and social virtues and 

fosters brotherly love. Its tenets have endured since man turned the first pages of civilization. They 

embody the understanding by which man can transcend ordinary experience and build “a house not made 

with hands” in harmony with the Great Architect of the Universe.” 

 Yet Freemasonry can never conflict with a man’s relationship to God or fellow man.” 

“With respect to religion, Freemasonry simply teaches the “Fatherhood of God” and the “Brotherhood of 

Man”.”i 

“What is certain, even for science and reason, is, that the idea of God is the grandest, the most holy, and 

the most useful of all the aspirations of man; that upon this belief morality reposes, with its eternal 

sanction.”ii 

“…Masonry wisely requires no more than a belief in One Great All-Powerful Deity, the Father and 

Preserver of the Universe. Therefore, it is she teaches her votaries that toleration is one of the chief duties 

of every good Mason, a component part of that charity without which we are mere hollow images of true 

Masons”.iii 

“…a belief in the one True God, and a moral and virtuous life, constitute the only religious requisites 

needed to enable a man to be a Mason.”iv 

To deny this, is to deny both the “Fatherhood of God” and the “Brotherhood of Man”, central tenets of 

Freemasonry. 

“Love of Truth, justice and generosity as attributes of God, must appear in a life marked by these 

qualities; that is the only effectual ordinance of Masonry.”v 

“The religion of Freemasonry is cosmopolitan, universal; but the required belief in God is not 

incompatible with this universality; for it is the belief of all peoples.”vi 

 Religion can be defined as: “A belief binding the spiritual nature of man to a supernatural being, as 

involving a feeling of dependence and responsibility, together with the feelings and practices which 

naturally flow from such a belief.”vii 
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Based on most definitions “Freemasonry may rightfully claim to be a religious institution.”viii 

“Freemasonry is not Christianity, nor a substitute for it. It is not intended to supersede it, nor any other 

form of worship or system of faith. It does not meddle with sectarian creeds or doctrines, but teaches 

fundamental religious truths…” 

 “The tendency of all true Freemasonry is toward religion. If it make any progress, its progress is to that 

holy end.” 

 “But the religion of Freemasonry is not sectarian. It admits men of every creed within its hospitable 

bosom, rejecting none and approving none for his peculiar faith.”ix 

 Dogma can be defined as a “A doctrine or system of doctrine concerning religious truth…hence, a 

statement of religious faith or duty formulated by a body possessing or claiming authority to decree or 

decide. Any settled opinion or conviction; an accepted principle, maxim or tenet.x 

Although Pike titled his book “Morals and Dogma”, he more often points out the ill effects of dogma than 

its virtues. Pike, as stated in the preface of his book, used the word Dogma in its true sense of doctrine or 

teaching, and is not dogmatic in the odious sense of that term. The worth of dogma cannot be denied 

when it supports the values and duties put forth by the system it promotes. The “Golden Rule”, Do unto 

others as you would have them do unto you, is a worthy dogma, and as such has been adopted by all the 

major religions of the civilized world dating back a thousand years before Christ. The problems arise 

when a religion’s dogma promotes the mythology and the story at the expense of the meaning and 

message.  

“The alteration from symbol to dogma is fatal to beauty of expression, and leads to intolerance and 

assumed infallibility.”xi 

 

“Masonry alone preaches Toleration, the right of man to abide by his own faith, the right of all States to 

govern themselves. It rebukes alike the monarch who seeks to extend his dominions by conquest, the 

Church that claims the right to repress heresy by fire and steel, and the confederation of States that insist 

on maintaining a union by force and restoring brotherhood by slaughter and subjugation.”xii 

“Toleration, holding that every other man has the same right to his opinion and faith that we have to ours; 

and liberality, holding that as no human being can with certainty say, in the clash and conflict of hostile 

faiths and creeds, what is truth, or that he is surely in possession of it, so every one should feel that it is 

quite possible that another equally honest and sincere with himself, and yet holding the contrary opinion, 

may himself be in possession of the truth, and that whatever one firmly and conscientiously believe, is 

truth, to him - these are the mortal enemies of that fanaticism which persecutes for opinion’s sake, and 

initiates crusades against whatever it , in its imaginary holiness, deems contrary to the law of God or 

verity of dogma. And education, instruction, and enlightenment are the most certain means by which 

Fanaticism and intolerance can be rendered powerless.” 

 “No true Mason scoffs at honest convictions and an ardent zeal in the cause of what one believes to be 

truth and justice. But he does absolutely deny the right of any man to assume the prerogative of Deity, 
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and condemn another’s faith and opinions as deserving to be punished because (he thinks them) 

heretical.” 

“…intolerance and bigotry have been infinitely greater curses to mankind than ignorance and error.” 

“ But Masonry teaches, and has preserved in their purity, the cardinal tenets of the old primitive faith, 

which underlie and are the foundation of all religions. All that ever existed have had a basis of truth; and 

all have overlaid that truth with errors… Masonry is the universal morality which is suitable to the 

inhabitants of every clime, to the man of every creed. It has taught no doctrines, except those truths that 

tend directly to the well-being of man; and those who have attempted to direct it toward useless 

vengeance, political ends, and Jesuitism (religious persecution) have merely perverted it to purposes 

foreign to its pure spirit and real nature.”xiii 

“No man truly obeys Masonic law who merely tolerates those whose religious opinions are opposed to his 

own. Every man’s opinions are his own private property, and the rights of all men to maintain each his 

own are perfectly equal. Merely to tolerate, to bear with an opposing opinion, is to assume it to be 

heretical; and assert the right to persecute, if we would; and claim our toleration of it as a merit. The 

Mason’s creed goes further than that. No man, it holds, has any right in any way to interfere with the 

religious belief of another. It holds that each man is absolutely sovereign as to his own belief, and that 

belief is a matter absolutely foreign to all who do not entertain the same belief; and that, if there were any 

right of persecution at all, it would in all cases be a mutual right; because one party has the same right as 

the other to sit and judge his own case; and God is the only magistrate that can rightfully decide between 

them. To that great Judge, Masonry refers the matter; and opening wide its portals, it invites to enter there 

and live in peace and harmony, the Protestant, the Catholic, the Jew, the Moslem; every man who will 

lead a truly virtuous and moral life, love his brethren, minister to the sick and distressed, and believe in 

the One, All-Powerful, All-Wise, everywhere-Present God, Architect, Creator, and Preserver of all things, 

by whose universal law of Harmony ever rolls on this universe, the great, vast, infinite circle of 

successive Death and Life: - to whose Ineffable Name let all true Masons pay profoundest homage! For 

whose thousand blessings poured upon us, let us feel the sincerest gratitude, now, henceforth, and 

forever! 

 We may well be tolerant of each other’s creed; for in every faith there are excellent moral precepts.”xiv 

“No evil hath so afflicted the world as intolerance of religious opinion.” 

“Masonry has already helped cast down some idols from their pedestals, and grind to impalpable dust 

some of the links of the chains that held man’s soul in bondage. That there has been progress needs no 

other demonstration than that you may now reason with men, and urge upon them, without danger of the 

rack or stake, that no doctrines can be apprehended as truths if they contradict each other, or contradict 

other truths given us by God”xv 

“Humanity has never really had but one religion and one worship. This universal light has had its 

uncertain mirages, its deceitful reflections, and its shadows; but always, after the nights of Error, we see it 

reappear, one and pure like the Sun.”xvi 

“Whenever we come to treat with entire respect those who conscientiously differ from ourselves, the only 

practical effect of a difference will be, to make us enlighten the ignorance on one side or the other, from 
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which it springs, by instructing them, if it be theirs; ourselves if it be our own; to the end that the only 

kind of unanimity may be produced which is desirable among rational beings, - the agreement proceeding 

from full conviction after the freest discussion.”xvii 

 “Masonry, by its teachings, endeavors to restrain men from the commission of injustice and acts of 

wrong and outrage. Though it does not endeavor to usurp the place of religion, still its code of morals 

proceeds upon other principles than the municipal law; and it condemns and punishes offences which 

neither that law punishes nor public opinion condemns.”  

“Masonry has its Decalogue, which is a law to its Initiates. These are its Ten Commandments: 

1.  God is the Eternal, Omnipotent, Immutable Wisdom and Supreme Intelligence and Exhaustless Love. 

Thou shalt adore, revere and love Him! 

2.  Thy religion shall be, to do good because it is a pleasure to thee, and not merely a duty. That thou 

mayest become the friend of the wise man, thou shalt obey his precepts! 

3.  Thou shalt unceasingly war against vice! Thou shalt not do unto others that which thou wouldst not 

wish them to do unto thee! Thou shalt be submissive to thy fortunes, and keep burning the light of 

wisdom! 

4.  Thou shalt honor thy parents! Thou shalt pay respect and homage to the aged! Thou shalt instruct the 

young! Thou shalt protect and defend infancy and innocence! 

5.  Thou shalt cherish thy wife and thy children! Thou shalt love thy country and obey its laws! 

6.  Thy friend shall be to thee a second self! Misfortune shall not estrange thee from him! Thou shalt do 

for his memory whatever thou wouldst do for him, if he were living! 

7.  Thou shalt avoid and flee from insincere friendships! Thou shalt in everything refrain from excess. 

Thou shalt fear to be the cause of a stain on thy memory! 

8.  Thou shalt allow no passions to become thy master! Thou shalt make the passions of others profitable 

lessons to thyself! Thou shalt be indulgent to error! 

9.  Thou shalt hear much: Thou shalt speak little: Thou shalt act well! Thou shalt forget injuries! Thou 

shalt render good for evil! Thou shalt not misuse either thy strength or thy superiority! 

10.  Thou shalt study to know men; that thereby thou mayest learn to know thyself! Thou shalt ever seek 

after virtue! Thou shalt avoid idleness! 

But the greatest commandment of Masonry is this: “A new commandment give I unto you: that ye love 

one another! He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, remained in the darkness.” 

 

Such are the moral duties of a Mason. But it is also the duty of Masonry to assist in elevating the moral 

and intellectual level of society; in coining knowledge, bringing ideas into circulation, and causing the 
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mind of youth to grow; and in putting, gradually, by teachings of axioms and the promulgation of positive 

laws, the human race in harmony with its destinies.”xviii 

“The three greatest moral forces are Faith, which is the only true Wisdom, and the foundation of all 

government; Hope, which is Strength, and ensures success; and Charity which is Beauty, and alone makes 

animated, united effort possible. These forces are within the reach of all men; and an association of men, 

actuated by them, ought to exercise an immense power in the world. If Masonry does not, it is because 

she has ceased to possess them.”xix 

“Duty is the moral magnetism which controls and guides the true Mason’s course over the tumultuous sea 

of life…To perform that duty, whether the performance be rewarded or unrewarded, is his sole care. And 

it doth not matter, though what he does will be forever unknown to all mankind.”xx 

“The duty of a Mason as an honest man is plain and easy. It requires of us honesty in contracts, sincerity 

in affirming, simplicity in bargaining, and faithfulness in performing…For it is most certain that God is 

just, and will sternly enforce every such trust; and that to all whom we despoil, to all whom we defraud, 

to all from whom we take or win anything whatever, without fair consideration and equivalent, He will 

decree a full and adequate compensation.”xxi 

 “It should be objection sufficient to exclude any man from the society of Masons, that he is not 

disinterested and generous, both in his acts, and in his opinions of men, and his constructions of their 

conduct. He who is selfish and grasping, or censorious and ungenerous, will not long remain within the 

strict limits of honesty and truth, but will shortly commit injustice. He who loves himself too much needs 

love others too little; and he who habitually gives harsh judgment will not long delay to give unjust 

judgment.”xxii 

 “Generosity and a liberal spirit make men to be humane and genial, open-hearted, frank, and sincere, 

earnest to do good, easy and contented, and well-wishers of mankind. They protect the feeble against the 

strong, and the defenseless against rapacity and craft. They succor and comfort the poor, and are 

guardians, under God, of his innocent and helpless wards. They value friends more than riches or fame, 

and gratitude more than money or power.” 

 “Masons must be kind and affectionate one to another. Frequenting the same temples, kneeling at the 

same alters, they should feel that respect and kindness for each other, which their common relation and 

common approach to one God should inspire. “ 

 The generous man cannot but regret to see dissentions and disputes among his brethren. Only the base 

and ungenerous delight in discord…The duty of the Mason is to endeavor to make man think better of his 

neighbor; to quiet, instead of aggravating difficulties.”xxiii 

“Masonry is action, and not inertness. It requires its Initiates to Work, actively and earnestly, for the 

benefit of their brethren, their country and mankind. It is the patron of the oppressed, as it is the comforter 

and consoler of the unfortunate and wretched. It seems to it a worthier honor to be the instrument of 

advancement and reform, than to enjoy all that rank and office and lofty titles can bestow. It is the 

advocate of the common people in those things which concern the best interests of mankind. It hates 

insolent power and imprudent usurpation. It pities the poor, the sorrowing, the disconsolate; it endeavors 

to raise and improve the ignorant, the sunken, and the degraded.”xxiv 
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“A few rudimentary lessons in architecture, a few universally admitted maxims of morality, a few 

unimportant traditions, whose real meaning is unknown or misunderstood, will no longer satisfy the 

earnest inquirer after Masonic truth. Let whoso is content with these, seek to climb no higher. He who 

desires to understand the harmonious and beautiful proportions of Freemasonry must read, study, reflect, 

digest, and discriminate. The true Mason is an ardent seeker after knowledge; and he knows that both 

books and the antique symbols of Masonry are vessels which come down to us full-freighted with the 

intellectual riches of the Past; and that in the lading of these argosies is much that sheds light on the 

history of Masonry, and proves its claim to be acknowledged the benefactor of mankind, born in the very 

cradle of the race.  

 Knowledge is the most genuine and real of human treasures; for it is Light, as Ignorance is Darkness.”xxv 

“The good Mason does the good thing which comes in his way, and because it comes in his way; from 

love of duty, and not merely because a law, enacted by man or God, commands his will to do it. He is true 

to his mind, his conscience, heart, and soul, and feels small temptation to do to others what he would not 

wish to receive from them. He will deny himself for the sake of his brother near at hand. His desire 

attracts in the line of his duty, both being in conjunction. Not in vain does the poor or the oppressed look 

up to him. You find such men in all Christian sects, Protestant and Catholic, in all the great religious 

parties of the civilized world, among Buddhists, Mahometans, and Jews. They are kind fathers, generous 

citizens, unimpeachable in their business, beautiful in their daily lives. You see their Masonry in their 

work, and in their play. It appears in all the forms of their activity, individual, domestic, social, 

ecclesiastical, or political. True Masonry within must be morality without. It must become eminent 

morality, which is philanthropy. The true Mason loves not only his kindred and his country, but all 

humanity; not only the good, but also the evil, among his brethren. He has more goodness than the 

channels of his daily life will hold. It runs over the banks, to water and feed a thousand thirsty plants. Not 

content with the duty that lies along his track, he goes out to seek it; not only willing, he has a salient 

longing to do good, to spread his truth, his justice, his generosity, his Masonry over all the world. His 

daily life is a profession of his Masonry, published in perpetual good-will to men. He cannot be a 

persecutor.”xxvi  

“Masonry is useful to all men: to the learned, because it affords them opportunity of exercising their 

talents, upon subjects eminently worthy of their attention; to the illiterate, because it offers them 

important instruction; to the young, because it presents them with salutary precepts and good examples, 

and accustoms them to reflect on the proper mode of living; to the man of the world, whom it furnishes 

with noble and useful recreation; to the traveler, whom it enables to find friends and brothers in countries 

where else he would be isolated and solitary; to the worthy man in misfortune, to whom it gives 

assistance; to the afflicted, on whom it lavishes consolation; to the charitable man, whom it enables to do 

more good, by uniting with those who are charitable like himself; and to all who have souls capable of 

appreciating its importance, and enjoying the charms of a friendship founded on the same principles of 

religion, morality, and philanthropy. 

 A Freemason, therefore, should be a man of honor and of conscience, preferring his duty to everything 

beside, even to life; independent in his opinions, and of good morals; submissive to the laws, devoted to 

humanity, to his country, to his family; kind and indulgent to his brethren, friend to all virtuous men, and 

ready to assist his fellows by all means in his power.”xxvii 
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“Be faithful to Masonry, which is to be faithful to the best interests of mankind. Labor, by precept and 

example, to elevate the standard of Masonic character, to enlarge its sphere of influence, to popularize its 

teachings, and to make all men know it for the Great Apostle of Peace, Harmony, and Good-will on earth 

among men; of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity.”xxviii 

“With faith in man, hope for the future of humanity, loving-kindness for our fellows, Masonry and the 

Mason must always work and teach.”xxix 
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