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Introduction 
I sometimes find it strange where I end up while researching Oregon Masonic History, and if my 
special talent for inadvertently making my projects as complicated as I can might require medical 
intervention. At the last Grand Lodge session there was a vote on an expanded Masonic News. I 
don't believe the brethren understood the benefits this might bring and it was voted down. In hopes 
that those benefits might be illustrated there was talk of a sample version being published this 
Spring. Be that as it may, I began looking into what I might be able to offer to this project. My 
attention to detail, or perhaps obsessive desire to find the whole story, makes it impossible to offer 
the kinds of articles I would like to submit in our current system, and my apparent long-winded 
approach would make even the expanded version a challenge. While copying volumes of the old 
Oregon Masonic Analyst I found an article in 1923 which talked about the origin of our ritual and 
cipher. It was a reasonable size and I thought that would be great. However, I decided that I would 
look back into the Proceedings for more prospective. From the stand point of brevity that was 
probably a mistake. I quickly noted that the short article failed to capture the complexity of the 
situation and was not quite accurate, it gave some interesting perspective for the immediate decade 
and then a bunch of statistics of minor interest. It no longer seemed a good choice. The project had 
now gone off the rails. As I gathered more and more data on the Uniform Work in Oregon it 
quickly became apparent that this was not an article but a book; which I am working to have 
finished by the Grand Lodge Session in June. Having by that time extracted 30 pages of information 
from the proceedings and that rapidly increasing, I stumbled upon an article in the appendix of the 
History of Oregon Masonry by John Wilkinson (the first Grand Lodge Historian 1951-1975) 
concerning the Uniform Work. At first, I thought maybe I had wasted my time and the story was 
already done, but upon further examination I had found many things he had missed, and he had 
found a few things I had missed. So, I ventured on. I have spent a lot of time over the years building 
a digital archive of pictures. Ever one to complicate the issue, I decided to add pictures where I 
could of the men involved. After the mention of Lemuel Lyon appeared a few times, I set out to 
complicate the issue further by putting together bios of the main players in this story. Lemuel Lyon 
was the first and so far, most extensive. Very little was written about him, a few paragraphs in the 
Lyon Lodge History, some mentions in the Proceedings. But the further I looked the more 
interesting his story became, and so the harder I dove in. Tracking his genealogy, I was able to find 
resources online from the Grand Lodges of Massachusetts, California, Oregon and Japan. With the 
sponsorship of the Eugene Valley Scottish Rite, I had gotten a subscription to Newspapers.com. 
where I could find original articles from the 1850-60s. With that, details gleaned from Ancestry.com 
and Findagrave.com began to unearth a rich story of a fascinating man and Mason. So, I now 
present the Story of Capt. Lemuel Lyon. And yes, I am aware that my introduction would already be 
considered a long article even for the expanded newsletter. 
 
Sincerely and Fraternally WB Michael D. Robinson 32° K.C.C.H. Grand Historian 
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Lemuel Lyon 1806-1871 

 
The Lyon family can be traced back to Peter Lyon, who was born in England in about 1625. A Weaver 
by trade he was made a Freeman in Dorchester, Massachusetts in 1649. His son Peter Jr. was a Tavern 
Owner in Dorchester and was Town Clerk in 1707. His son Peter III, was born December 19, 1686 in 
Dorchester, Massachusetts. He was said to have had 21 children by 3 wives. He married 2nd to Jemima 
Fales in 1731 and settled in Walpole, Massachusetts. The couple had a son Benjamin born June 30, 1732, 
but 8 days later his mother, Jemima, died. Peter already had 10 children from his first wife, and married 
again two years after the death of Jemima. Born in Walpole, Benjamin attended school at the Milton 
Academy, and was a classmate of Paul Revere. After an apprenticeship with James Baker in Dorchester, 
he began his trade as a Cordwainer/Shoemaker. Benjamin was 42 when the British marched out of 
Boston on April 19, 1775, and he was a private in Capt. Abraham Wheeler’s Minute Men, Col. Lemuel 
Robinson’s Regiment when they answered the Lexington Alarm that day. He was out about 12 days. He 
later served in Capt. Stephen Penniman's Co., Col. Dike's Regiment. Dec. 1776, to Feb, 1777, enlisted 
Dec. 13, 1776, to serve till March 1, 1777. He or his son Benjamin Lyon Jr., enlisted Sept. 25, 1777, and 
was sent on secret expedition to Rhode Island; he was discharged Oct. 28, 1777. Benjamin had musical 
abilities and was Chorister and leader of the singing in the Dorchester Church. Benjamin married three 
time, his first was to Thankful Humphrey on January 17, 1754, nine months later they had a son Jacob 
born October 12, 1754. Jacob’s mother died May 2, 1760, when Jacob was only 5, his father soon 
remarried and the family continued to grow. Using his musical skills, probably encouraged by his father, 
Jacob, at the age of 21, served as a fifer at the Battle of Bunker Hill. He was enlisted from May to August 
of 1775 in Capt. George Gould’s company of Col. Paul Sargeant’s Regiment. Fifty years later Jacob 
doubtless was among the veterans who were conveyed to the site for the anniversary celebration, there he 
would have heard Daniel Websters’ great Oration. Jacob Lyon was on the list of men raised in Suffolk 
Co., in 1779. to serve in the Continental Army, Capt. Bradley's Co. He was age 24, stature 5 ft. 4 in., 
complexion dark; engaged for town of Milton. He served in 1780 as well. After Bunker Hill Jacob 
married Jerusha Tucker in November of 1775.  
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Jacob Lyon was a Currier – processing and tanning leather. He spent much of his life in Milton. “Jacob 
and Jerusha (Tucker) Lyon came from Milton to Needham with eight sons, and were the ancestors of the 
Lyons prominent in the latter town in the nineteenth century. Jacob is remembered as an aged blind 
man.”1 He served several enlistments and received a pension for nine month's actual duty”, during the 
American Revolution.2 He was born in Dorchester; died in Needham, Massachusetts. 
 Jacob and Jerusha had a son named Elisha Lyon born September 29, 1778 in Milton, Massachusetts. “At 
the age of 18 Elisha went to Roxbury and learned the hatter's trade; when aged 21, he established his 
business in Needham being engaged in the manufacture of hats for nearly 40 years. He lived on 
Greendale avenue, later the home of his son Hiram. Lyon's bridge, between Needham and Dedham, was 
named for him. In 1834 his factory burned; he did not rebuild, but retired to his farm to enjoy the rest he 
had so well earned. He had taste and ability for public duties and his correct judgment and well-known 
integrity caused him to he selected to serve in public trusts for 30 years. In 1812 he commanded a 
company of minute men. Stalwart In frame, straightforward in conduct, pure in mind, he had that stern 
virtue which has proven New England's best inheritance from the mother country. He was deacon in the 
Universalist church for 23 years. He rose by perseverance, well digested plans, and intelligent application 
of energy to the end in view, and died at the ripe age of 87 years.”3 Elisha Lyon, was a Needham 
selectman for 15 years, town treasurer, and School Committee member.4 Elisha Lyon was a Freemason, 
and was old enough to have been among the earliest members of Constellation Lodge, which was 
Chartered March 18, 1802. Although we are uninformed as to when he became a Mason, records from 
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts shows he was the Right Worshipful Master of Constellation Lodge 
from 1817 to 1819. 
 
Elisha married Sally Brown Dec. 18, 1800 and settled in Needham, Norfolk, Massachusetts, where their 
son, and our subject Lemuel Lyon was born. 

 
Lemuel Lyon son of Elisha Lyon and Sally Lyon his wife was born February 2, 1806:5 

Lemuel, the third child of Elisha and Sally Lyon, was born on February 2, 1806 in Needham, 
Massachusetts. Less than a year and a half late Sally died leaving three children between the ages of six 
and one. Two years later Elisha married Polly Brown, the sister of his first wife Sally, on October 21, 
1809. By this marriage he had four additional children. 
“Lemuel Lyon learned the family trade and at age 21 planned to open his own beaver hat shop. He 
purchased the half-acre parcel on Greendale Avenue for $30 and contracted a builder to construct 
a house, barn, and hat shop on the property. But Lyon couldn’t finance the project. After owning it for 
only two years, he sold the property and buildings to the builder for $800. 
In June 1830, he repurchased the land for $1,000 and reopened his hat shop on the property. Fifteen 
months later, he sold the property to his brother and the hat shop to Nahum Kingsbury, who later 
converted it into a residence. The two buildings remained intact until 1930, when the widening of 
Greendale Avenue required moving the former hat shop.”6 

In later years the town of Needham honored its native son, Lemuel Lyon, and the house he lived in for 
such a short time was ever to be known as the Lyon House built in 1827. In the 21st Century the house 

 
1 History of Needham, Massachusetts page 42  
2 Linage Book – National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution Vol. 26, page 268 #25730 
3 North America, Family Histories, 1500-2000 Lyon page 349. 
4 “Ghost Home: Move it it’s yours.” Boston Sunday Examiner Feb. 12, 2006 Lauren K. Meade 
5 Massachusetts Town and Vital Records for Needham, Massachusetts 
6 “Ghost Home: Move it it’s yours.” Boston Sunday Examiner Feb. 12, 2006 Lauren K. Meade 
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stood at the edge of St. Sebastian’s School for Boys. The home had an enduring story of Ghosts, after 
two sisters lived there in the 1880’s. After one died the other, Laura Curtis, thought the house was 
haunted. Carrying a large pistol with her she would shoot different parts of the house whenever she heard 
a strange noise. The house was riddled with bullet holes. Needing the space for a practice field, and under 
pressure from the community to save the few remaining historic homes, in 2006, St. Sebastian’s offered 
the house for free if someone would move it, they even offered to help with some of the costs. In 2009 
the offer was accepted and the home was dismantled and moved. 
 

 
The Lemuel Lyon House built in 1827 relocated 2009 

 
“Lemuel. was a hatter at Rosemary Lane, then called Lyon’s Pond. In 1838 he had a hat store in Dock 
Square, Boston.”7 Of his first marriage we are uninformed, but he must have married at about 18, 
because on April 20, 1826 at the age of 20 he married Ann Francis Whitney. A notation next to his name 
on the marriage record says 2nd indicating he was married before. By his 2nd wife Ann, the couple had 6 
children in Needham, all of whom grew to maturity. After moving to Boston, Ann had twins in 1840, but 
they both died within a few weeks. Two years later Ann died in Boston on April 9, 1842, she was only 34 
years old. Soon after, Lemuel went to Roxbury where he married Sarah Jane Prescott on December 9, 
1842. There does not seem to have been any issue from this marriage. Sarah died on May 24, 1848 in 
Roxbury. Several records say that Lemuel Lyon went to California in 1849 following the great Gold Rush. 
Be that as it may, he was listed in Roxbury on the 15th day of August 1850, at the time of the U.S. Census. 
He was a 43-year-old Trader living with four of his children and his deceased 2nd wife’s mother, Mary 
Whitney, who was about 70. Whether he came back in 1850 or his family just gave his information to the 
census taker is unknown. We do know that he was active in California where he owned several clipper 
ships which were trading between San Francisco and Honolulu. In 1851 his children ages 24 to 14, 
boarded a ship and sailed “around the Horn” to San Francisco. By the later part of that year Lemuel had 

 
7 Linage Book – National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution Vol. 26, page 358 
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sailed to Hawaii where he was selected as Charter Master of the 2nd Masonic Lodge to be formed in 
Hawaii, and sent as one of two emissaries to the Grand Lodge of California to request a dispensation to 
Work. He returned to Hawaii in the spring with the desired dispensation. He served as Master that first 
year, but soon directed his attention elsewhere and was only found as a member on the first roster of that 
Lodge. He next focused his attention back into California and was a pioneer of the Stockton area. He had 
a general store at Stockton in 1853. In 1854 he was instrumental in forming Morning Star Lodge No. 68 
in Stockton, and was the Charter Master of this Lodge as well.  

 
1850 U.S. Census Roxbury, Massachusetts August 15, 1850 (modified) 

 

Trouble long brewing in the heart of California caused the return of the Vigilance Committee, which was 
reorganized on May 14, 1856. Unlike its predecessor from 1851 they not only were concerned with Civil 
crimes but also politics and political corruption. When newspaper man James King expressed outrage at 
the suspicious election of James Casey to the San Francisco city board of supervisors, and pointed out 
Casey’s criminal background, Casey murdered him under the guise of a duel. In response the committee 
was formed and 6,000 men joined its ranks. The Committee worked closely with the formal government 
of San Francisco. Two days before the murder William T. Sherman, of Civil War General fame, was 
appointed commander of the State Militia. The committee rooted out many unsavory characters and 
hung, imprisoned or deported them. Gen. Sherman later remarked that it set a bad precedent as concerns 
civilian justice for “who is to say that the Vigilance Committee may not be composed of the worst, 
instead of the best, elements of a community?”8  In 1856, the State of California declared San Francisco 
to be in a state of insurrection. David S Terry Associate Justice of the California Supreme Court, traveled 
from Sacramento to San Francisco to negotiate. His arrival coincided with a shipment of weapons sent to 
support the Law and Order party against the Vigilance Committee. When Sterling A. Hopkins, a member 
of the San Francisco Committee and their appointed Sheriff went to arrest the Captain of the weapons 
ship Judge Terry intervened and stabbed Hopkins in the neck. They retreated to the Armory followed by 
a very large contingent of the Vigilance Committee. The people were outraged by the assault, but Judge 
Terry was ultimately freed. He went on to become the 4th Chief Justice of California in 1857. Lemuel 
Lyon was on the side of the Vigilance Committee and was there the day Judge Terry stabbed Sheriff 
Hopkins. In August of 1856 Mayor Gillingham of San Francisco was in Philadelphia, and on August 30 

 
8 Wikipedia Vigilance Committee 1856 
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the Philadelphia Public Ledger reported the following story “Great excitement has been created in 

Stockton, in consequence of an assault made by Judge Shaffer upon Lemuel Lyon, one of the 

witnesses against Judge Terry in San Francisco. The papers were advocating the formation of a 

vigilance committee in Stockton, to drive Judge Terry from the county, promising that aid would be 

given to them by the San Francisco vigilance committee. Shaffer defends himself in an article 3 

columns long in the San Francisco Herald.”9 Details beyond this were not found. Judge Terry went on 
to shoot a man in a duel 2 days after resigning from the Supreme Court of California. He went back East 
and served as a Colonel of the 8th Texas Cavalry in the Confederate Army. In 1889 he picked another 
fight and was shot dead by U.S. Marshal David Neagle. 

Not long after this incident Lemuel Lyon moved his family up to Oregon and settled in Independence, 
along the Willamette River about 10 miles south of Salem. Here, he built the first, or one of the first 
warehouses, and had a dry goods store. “Lyon took title to Lots 4 and 5 Block 16, and all of Blocks 6 and 
7 by deed from Elvin Thorp, April 16, 1859. Lots 4 and 5 lie on the south side of Boatlanding Streets 
between Main and Marsh Streets, just up the hill from the early steamboat landing at Independence. The 
other two pieces of property are near the river.”10 On those blocks he founded a pork processing plant 
along Oregon's Willamette River.  The plant was destroyed by a flood in December of 1861. After the 
flood these blocks were vacated as being below the flood level of the Willamette.11 On January 1, 1862, 
Lyon deeded his property to Walcott Hart (Blocks 6 and 7 and Lots 4 and 5, Block 16) for the stated 
price of $3,500. Lyon took back the mortgage for much of the purchase price and later assigned this 
mortgage to Allen N. Lewis, who foreclosed the property from Hart in 1869. Brother Lyon continued his 
Masonic work, serving as Master of Jennings Lodge No. 9 in Dallas in 1858 and 1859, he then organized 
a Lodge in Independence, which bears his name, Lyon Lodge #29.  
Lemuel Lyon next moved to The Dalles, where he married Sarah P. Mathew, known as Sally, on January 
1, 1863. (Lemuel was married four times and had 11 children.) In The Dalles he opened another Dry 
Goods store, which was a trading post for many years. Sally and Lemuel had two children together, a son 
named Harry born in The Dalles in 1864 and a daughter who was called Gussie, who was born in San 
Francisco in 1867. Lemuel Lyon assisted in forming the Republican party in Oregon, this brought him 
favor and on April 23, 1869 he appointed by President Ulysses S. Grant as Consul to Yokohama. He was 
to be stationed at Kanagawa in Japan. This was when that nation was just opening its shores to the West. 
In late May he prepared his family for departure and boarded the Steamer “Continental” sailing to San 
Francisco where he arrived on June 9, 1869. He left for Japan on the next available Steamer. 

 

 
The Daily Bee, Sacramento California Wed. June 9, 1869 page 3 

 
9 Public ledger Philadelphia Pennsylvania August 30 1856 Page 1 
10 Lyon Lodge #29 A.F.&A.M. History September 12, 1990 page 6 
11 Ibid 
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Department of State September 30, 1869 page 9 (modified) 

Lemuel fulfilled the duties of his of his office with honor and earned the respect of his superiors. On 
Tuesday January 24, 1871, “The Daily Bee” newspaper in Sacramento, announced the appointment of 
Lemuel Lyon to be Consul at Singapore. However, a few months later he died in Kanagawa of brain 
fever, aged 65. The papers reported that he died of the softening of the brain.  
He was tall strong, symmetrical, physically and mentally conspicuous among his fellows; self-reliant and 
earnest, efficient and unfaltering in his pursuits, strong of will, firm in friendship, open and formidable in 
opposition, forgiving and charitable to his enemies, when approached in a spirit of reconciliation and 
amity. 

The Funeral of Lemuel Lyon 
“The Japan Herald, speaks in the highest praise of his official career and pays a glowing tribute to him as 
a man of unimpeachable probity and honor. His death was greatly mourned by the people in Yokohama, 
and the funeral obsequious were preformed according to the Masonic rights by the members of the 
Yokohama Lodge. The Japan Herald, in giving an account of the funeral, says: “all were clad in masonic 
mourning, and the lodge walls were veiled in black. Each brother carried a sprig of Evergreen, 
emblematical of one of the most beautiful lessons of the craft, which shadow forth the immortality of the 
soul. The lodge being opened in due form, the Brethren marched in procession to the American 
consulate. The public ceremonies commenced by the senior P. M. reading some appropriate verses of 
scripture, after which the first portion of the Masonic funeral ritual was read over the coffin by W. W. 
Rains of the Yokohama Lodge, the responses being given by W. M. Mitchell, of the Otentosama Lodge. 
At that point of the service where, in the ritual of the Episcopal church, the coffin is lowered into the 
grave, the American man of war’s men conveyed the coffin to the lodge for temporary sepulture, there to 
remain until the departure of the next steamer for San Francisco. The funeral service was then completed 
by the lodge, darkened by closed windows and dimly lighted by wax tapers. The solemnity of the scene 
will not soon be forgotten by those who witnessed it. Mournful music performed during dead silence so 
the hall was crowded with brethren and friends of the deceased lead on the continuation and completion 
of the service which is based upon the fundamental principles of religion. Burial service finished, non-
Masonic visitors were requested to retire, and the lodge was closed in due masonic form at about 4 PM” 
his body was embalmed and brought by steamer to San Francisco.” 12 The ship sailed for San Francisco, 
arriving on, or about May 13. News went out and it was reported in Nevada that: “The funeral of the late 
Lemuel Lyon, United States consul of Yokohama, takes place under the auspices of the Masons at 2:00 

 
12 Daily evening herald Stockton California May 15, 1871 Monday page 3. 
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PM tomorrow. The remains will be interred at Stockton.”13 The Masons of Stockton may have held a 
service, but his remains were Interred with Masonic ceremonies in Golden Gate cemetery.14 His marker 
was found at Woodlawn Memorial Park in Colma, San Mateo, California. Golden Gate Cemetery is 
located at the south end of a large burial area on the peninsula south of San Francisco. Woodlawn 
Memorial Park is located on the north end of the area, a few miles from Golden Gate. Needham, 
Massachusetts, ever ready to remember a favored son also placed a marker in the Needham Cemetery. 
The caption “Passed to a Higher Degree” would indicate that the marker was placed there by the 
Masons. 

   
Grave marker in California                                                                    Memorial marker in Massachusetts 

Masonic History 
Lemuel Lyon was an active Mason throughout a life that took him from the East Coast to the Far East. 
At his death in 1871 he was said to have been a Mason for more than 40 years. He came of age in 1827 
and therefore was Raised a Master Mason between 1827 and 1830. He was a member of Constellation 
Lodge in Dedham, Massachusetts, the same Lodge in which his father, Elisha, served as Worshipful 
Master from 1817 to 1819. We can easily assume that this was the Lodge in which Lemuel Lyon was 
Raised. 

Constellation Lodge, Dedham, Massachusetts ca. 1828-42 
“It was early in the year 1801 that thirteen Freemasons, "having the good of Masonry at heart", a quote 
from their petition, sought permission to establish a Lodge in Dedham. They first petitioned the three 
nearest Lodges: Washington Lodge, Roxbury; Union Lodge, Dorchester; and Meridian, then at 
Watertown, on November 2, 1801. The next month, December 15, a petition to the Grand Lodge was 
sent and permission was granted for a Lodge in Dedham. 
The first meeting of organization was held March 18, 1802 in the school hall, which stood near the 
present Unitarian Vestry. Dr. Nathaniel Ames, who lived on High Street…was the first Master. From 
May 1802 to September 1803, there were sixteen candidates. On October 19, 1803, the Lodge was 
instituted and Constellation Lodge was host to the Grand Lodge with all the pomp and ceremony of such 

 
13 Gold Hill daily news Gold Hill Nevada May 16, 1871 Tuesday page 2. 
14 Daily evening herald Stockton California May 15, 1871 Monday page 3. 
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an auspicious occasion. (1803 Mass. 224-225)”15 The cornerstone of the County Court House was 
dedicated by Constellation Lodge and the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts on July 4, 1825. 

“For a few years the lodge prospered and on June 24. 1829, a Masonic building, on the north side of 
Church Street near Norfolk Street, was dedicated. At that time the anti-Masonic sentiment was just 
beginning to develop throughout the country.”16   

“In 1827, the great anti-Masonic excitement sprung up. "Throughout the length and breadth of the land, 
the fraternity was bending beneath the violent and unmerited attacks of public opinion; the ruthless hand 
of ignorance was exerting its utmost strength to lay waste and destroy our beloved institution. It was no 
idle or unmeaning title to bear at that time — that of a Free and Accepted Mason — but one that 
immediately placed the bearer in a position to receive, not only the venom from the tongue of calumny, 
but personal attacks of violence." Yet there were noble and heroic souls, who, regardless of all 
consequences to themselves, manfully stood by, and upheld those principles they knew to be right. 
The people of that time, through their ignorance of the institution of Masonry, were not aware that by 
decrying Masonry, they derogated from the dignity of human nature itself, and from the good order and 
wise disposition of things, which the Almighty Author of the world has framed for the government of 
mankind, and established as the basis of the moral system. Friendship and social delights can never be the 
object of reproach, nor can that wisdom which hoary time has sanctified, be a subject of ridicule. 
Whoever censures what he does not comprehend, degrades himself, and the generous heart will pity the 
mistakes of such ignorant presumption.”17 

As a result of the opposition, Constellation Lodge surrendered its charter about 1842. Five years later the 
Church Street building was sold. 

The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts Proceedings referred to the Lodge as the “late” Constellation Lodge 
in 1844. In 1845 the Committee on Constellation Lodge, Dedham, reported that members of the lodge 
should return monies disbursed to them, and that the Carpet and those funds be returned to the District 
Deputy and thus to the Grand Lodge. On June 10, 1846 a Committee reported on the former 
Constellation Lodge. “The three Brothers were expelled from Masonry.” In 1848 an effort was made to 
start anew, but after only two years the Lodge again surrendered its charter and thus ended Masonry in 
Dedham until the present Constellation Lodge, reorganized under a dispensation from the Grand Lodge 
dated February 9, 1871. 

 

 
15 CENTENARY HISTORY, April 1971 Proceedings GL Massachusetts, Page 232: By Brother Warren G. 
Wheeler. 
16 History of Norfolk County, Massachusetts, pages 448-49 
17 http://masonicgenealogy.com/MediaWiki/index.php?title=Washington 
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As noted above, Lemuel’s Lodge having closed he affiliated with Washington Lodge on December 31, 
1846. He had moved to Roxbury by that time so it was a natural fit. 

Washington Lodge, Roxbury, Massachusetts 1846-49 
Washington Lodge was originally chartered in "Boston Highlands", or Roxbury, and holds a Paul Revere 
charter. It is named for President and Brother George Washington, who was already something of an 
icon in Massachusetts Freemasonry (a copy of the original Book of Constitutions was sent to him in 
1793, and his correspondence appears in the Proceedings.) During 1808, a number of members of this 
lodge ran afoul of the Grand Lodge by making "improper use" of its charter to confer unsanctioned 
degrees in Masonry within a body called the Washington Encampment; a copy of a recantation appears 
on Page II-400, in which 19 brethren chose to "abandon and renounce" all that this organization had 
done. The charter was restored to these brethren in December of that year. An account of this affair 
appears in the autobiography of Henry Fowle. 
 
In 1827, the lodge purchased the estate on which their hall was situated. The estate was bounded on 
Washington Street, 34 feet; on the west by Smelt Brook, 34 feet; south by Grammar School property, 27 
feet; and east by Samuel Sumner, 47 feet. Also, the May lot, west of Smelt Brook, and bounded on 
Washington Street, 23 feet, for all of which the lodge paid $1,324.19, making with necessary repairs, an 
outlay of $1,585. They mortgaged the estate for $1,113.50. Most of the May lot was afterward sold to the 
Universalist Society. 
During the persecution Washington Lodge held regular meetings, but some withdrew, and a few 
renounced Masonry, while the majority were true to the trust reposed in them. Notwithstanding, it took 
years for Masonry to recover from the blow. 
 
Washington Lodge struggled along like a vanquished army, its members straggling away one by one, until 
at a meeting in 1841 there were present only Dr. Charles Wilde, of Brookline, W. M.; John Webber, S. 
W.; Warren Marsh, J. W.; Chester Guild, Treas.; Samuel Jackson, Sec.; and Joshua Holden, William 
Bacon, and Edward Lang. They were the heroes of Washington Lodge. Good men and true they must 
have been. 
 
The Lodge being unable to carry their real estate, it was sold at auction for $1,300, and in July, 1841, the 
lodge unanimously voted to surrender their charter and property to the Grand Lodge. But before the 
vote was fully carried into effect, the lodge revived, and in 1846 was reorganized under the old charter in 
Webster Hall. From July 22d, 1841, to December 24th, 1846, the lodge held no meeting.18 

As can be seen there were no Lodges in the area that were still working from 1842 to 1846. Lemuel bided 
his time, and as soon as his local Lodge revived, he joined within the week. In 1851 the place of meeting 
for Washington Lodge was changed to a building on Washington Street, opposite Warren Street. 
However, by this time Lemuel Lyon had moved west. It is believed that he took his demit from 
Washington Lodge in 1849, when he went to California. Lemuel Lyon went to San Francisco, and after 
some time he purchased several Clipper Ships and began trading between the Hawaiian Islands and San 
Francisco. He was in Hawaii in 1851, when it was decided to apply to the Grand Lodge of California for 
a dispensation to start a Lodge on Oahu, as follows: 

Hawaiian Lodge #21 Honolulu, Oahu, Sandwich Islands, Hawaii 1851-52 
From the Evening Bulletin (Honolulu, Hawaii) Tuesday May 6, 1902 

“It is one of the strongest characteristics of Masons that wherever a few Masons are, they at once long 
for a lodge, and the close fellowship of the lodge meetings. This longing was particularly strong fifty years 
ago. Here in a foreign land, with a small foreign population; influenced by this feeling, some of the 
Masons who were in Honolulu in the year 1851, desirous of having a lodge under American jurisdiction, 
joined in a petition to the Grand Lodge of California for a charter to organize a Lodge of Master Masons 
in Honolulu, Island of Oahu, Hawaiian Islands. 

 
18 Ibid 
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This petition placed the Grand Lodge in a unique position as there was no precedent in all Masonic law 
allowing a Grand Lodge in America to grant a charter to a lodge in a foreign country off the continent. 
After due consideration by the best and most talented members of the Grand Lodge a dispensation was 
granted to open and organize a lodge in Honolulu, and four months later, on May 5, 1852, a charter was 
granted to Hawaiian Lodge No. 21, Free and Accepted Masons, and this is the charter we now work 
under. 
Our number 21 shows that we are one of our parent body’s oldest daughters who now number over 300. 
At the third annual communication of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of California, held in the 
Masonic Hall in the city of San Francisco, commencing May 4, 1852 and terminating May 8, 1852, the 
Deputy Grand Master in his report said on 12 January 1852 “I received an application from 13 brethren 
located in Honolulu, Sandwich Islands, soliciting a dispensation to open a lodge at that place 
accompanying which was a letter from the honorable Secretary of the State of that government, a well-
known brother, and highly recommendatory of the Petitioners. The proper recommendation 
accompanying the petition being regular, I granted a dispensation to enable the aforesaid brethren to 
open the lodge at Honolulu under the title of Hawaiian Lodge. I cheerfully recommend that a charter be 
granted them at this session as evidence is given that they are bright lights in the midst of darkness.” At 
the meeting held May 8, 1852 the Grand Master announced “that charters had been ordered at this 
communication for six lodges, among them one for Hawaiian Lodge number 21,” And at the fourth 
annual communication, in May, 1853, the Grand Master reported that he had issued a dispensation to R. 
C. Wylie, Past Master, to install Hawaiian Lodge November 21, 1852,” and in the reports of this 
communication from our Grand Lodge, Hawaiian No. 21 Appears for the first time, with list of officers 
and members, numbering 28, none of whom are now living. (1902)  

(The lodge was represented for the first time at the fifth annual communication May 1854 as recorded by 
the Grand Secretary Levi Stowell.) 

When in 1842, the government of these Islands deemed it urgently necessary to send commissioners to 
the United States and Europe, to plead for a recognition of their independence and protection from 
foreign agents and war vessels that were scheming to seize the group, they took what was considered the 
shortest practicable but somewhat hazardous route. Going by schooner to San Blass and across Mexico 
to Veracruz on horseback or Mule back. 
It was about that time and under those conditions that there came into this harbor of Honolulu on 
March 30, 1843, a French whaling vessel the ship Ajax, LeTillier commander, of Havre, France, some 10 
months out from home. 
Captain LeTillier, an enthusiastic Freemason, was held in such high estimation by the highest of French 
authority in Freemasonry in those days, as to be employed by the Supreme Council 33rd° of the Scottish 
Rite, in France, to institute Masonic Lodge in ports of the Pacific and South Seas, and places over which 
no other Masonic jurisdiction had been established. Captain LeTillier remained in port until May 3rd of 
that year, when he sailed on a whaling cruise to the northwest. During the interval he met several brother 
Masons, both among the residence and the officers of whaling vessels frequenting this port and it was 
mutually agreed that now was the time and the opportunity to establish a lodge of Freemasons, and he 
granted authority to those brethren to organize a lodge under the name “Le Progres de l’Oceanie.”  
 
First Masonic Meeting. The first meetings of this lodge were held on board the Ajax, and when the 
time came for her departure, the meetings were held at the residence of Bro John Mike on the upper side 
of King Street, where Smith or Konia Street was cut through about 12 years ago.  
From Captain Meek’s residence the lodge moved and became regularly established in a two-story framed 
building on the lower side of King Street and opposite to Captain Meeks, he, as owner, having donated 
the use of this building for Lodge purposes. The upper floor was fitted up for lodge and anti-rooms and 
the lower floor made a spacious and convenient banquet hall. 
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As this building stood back from the street and was surrounded by a high board fence it was in every way 
well fitted for Lodge purposes in those days. 
 A diligent search has been made for the document containing the names of the original members of this 
first lodge but without success the earliest record book with other papers was burned when the residence 
of Henry Sea was destroyed by fire a few years later, it is to be feared that the identity of all but three of 
the founders of Freemasonry in Hawaii, as an evidence, is forever lost. These three were Captain 
LeTillier, John Meek and Henry Sea. 

When in 1849 the tide of humanity from all parts of the world, both civilized and uncivilized, swept in 
resistless current towards the Golden shores of California. These islands furnished their full quota in the 
mad, wild rush for fortunes favor. Lodge Le Progres de l’Oceanie and its membership seemed to have 
scattered to the “four winds” and after a vein effort by the remnant still remaining to keep the lodge 
together in working numbers, it ceased to labor and was considered extinct. 
But the spirit of masonry still existed, although circumstances beyond control forced to lie dormant for a 
time. Brethren, whose lives were spent mostly upon the sea, missed the lodge and its influences, when 
they touched at this port. Brethren who had not been drawn into the vortex that was stirring our nearest 
neighbors on the coast, lamented the loss of the opportunity to gather in the temple, where the lessons of 
mutual esteem, unfeigned friendship and benevolence were duly impressed and exemplified, and it was 
not long before they realized the necessity of repairing the foundation in building anew the structure of 
the lodge seeking the jurisdiction of some Grand Body of the order near her home, and with whom they 
could have the benefit of more frequent communication. 

Meanwhile, California had become someplace. Under the touch of the golden wand, it had suddenly 
sprung into existence as a country whose name was a household word in every portion of the habitable 
globe; whose wealth was beyond computation and whose population was already counted by its tens of 
thousands and daily increasing. 
Even in those early days Freemasonry came to the front in that wonderful “Golden Land”, and the 
Grand Lodge of California was organized April 19, 1850. 
 
Of the earlier Lodges scattered over the western portion of the United States in the Pacific coast, under 
the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge at the District of Columbia, California Lodge of San Francisco has 
ranked as Number 13. Upon the organization of the local Grand Lodge California immediately 
transferred its allegiance and was California Lodge Number 1, held its first meeting under its present 
jurisdiction, May 23, 1850. Thus, began the numerical system of lodges under the Grand Lodge, which at 
the date of its 52nd annual communication October 8, 1901, number in existence 273 Lodges. 
 
Hawaiian Lodge Framed. On the evening of December 8, 1851, a meeting of Master Masons was held 
at the residence of Captain John Meek in this city, to take into consideration the practicability of forming 
a regularly Constituted Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons in the city of Honolulu. Those present were 
Lemuel Lyon, Charles W. Vincent, Alex J. Cartwright, Andrew C. Mott, Thomas W. Russom, Jacob 
Brown, John Meek, F. W. Thompson, D. P. Penhallow, Wm. Wond, C. B. Chappel, E. Low and Calvin 
Bradley.  
Brother Lemuel Lyon presided and after a full discussion, it was resolved that a petition be addressed to 
the M. W. Grand Lodge of California, praying that a charter be granted to the petitioners for a Master 
Masons Lodge in this city. 

At a meeting held on the succeeding evening, Bro. Lyon was recommended to the Grand Lodge as 
Master of the proposed Lodge, with Bro. John Meek as Senior Warden and Bro. Charles W. Vincent as 
Junior Warden. The form of the petition was read and approved and was resolved that the word 
“Hawaiian” should be inserted as the name of the lodge. As Bro’s. Lyon and Penhallow were appointed a 
committee to wait upon the Grand Master with the petition and they were given full power to exercise 
their own judgment in the furtherance of the wishes of the brethren here. 
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The next meeting was held February 11, 1852, at the residence of Bro. Meek, when the names of brothers 
Joseph Irwin and J. G. Dawkins were added to the original roll. At this meeting, Bro. Lyon having just 
returned from the coast, presented the dispensation granted by R. W. Benjamin D. Hyam, Deputy Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of California to Hawaiian Lodge to work on probation as a lodge of Master 
Masons. 
This dispensation was granted dated January 12, 1852. 
It was voted to except thankfully Bro. Meek’s kind offer of the room previously occupied by the brethren 
of the Lodge le Progres de l’Oceanie as a lodge room, and which I have already described. Thus, was 
Hawaiian Lodge provided with the cradle. 
 
Hawaiians First Meeting. The first regular meeting of Hawaiian lodge under dispensation was held in 
that lodge room on the evening of February 10, 1852, at 7 o’clock. Here an election for membership was 
held and the following brethren were declared as forming Hawaiian Lodge U. D. Lemuel Lyon. D. P. 
Penhallow, F. W. Thompson, John Meek. Wm. Wond. A. J. Cartwrlght. Charles W. Vincent J. G. 
Sawkins. Jos. Irwin, F. M. Stokes, And the list of officers was made complete as follows: Lemuel Lyon, 
W.M.; Jno. Meek, S.W.; Chas. W. Vincent, J.W.; Jos. Irwin, Treas.; A. J. Cartwright, Secy.; Wm. Wond, 
S.D.; F. W. Thompson, J. D. 
 
Petitions for degrees received at this first meeting for men who became well known in the business as 
well as Masonic circles of our community. They were Michael Harvey, Henry McFarlane, Richard Coady, 
James Dean and John Montgomery; and at the second regular meeting held March 18, 1852, two of these 
applicants Michael R. Harvey and Richard Coady, had the distinction of being the first to be initiated in 
Hawaiian Lodge. 
On the fifth day of May, 1852, the Grand Lodge of California granted a charter which authorized 
Hawaiian Lodge to work as a regularly constituted lodge under his jurisdiction. And thus, was born into 
full fellowship Hawaiian Lodge No. 21 of Free and Accepted Masons and the first lodge created beyond 
the territorial limits of the United States by the Grand Lodge of California. 

First Masonic Celebration. The first local celebration of a Masonic occasion of note was on Thursday, 
September 4, 1852, the centennial anniversary of the initiation of George Washington into the mysteries 
of Freemasonry, which occasion was generally observed by the Masonic order throughout the United 
States. 
At that day Hawaiian Lodge was convened at 3:00 PM and accompanied by a large number of visiting 
brethren and preceded by a band of music, marched in procession to the Seaman’s Bethel, at the corner 
of King and Bethel Streets; where an oration suitable to the occasion was delivered by brother the 
Reverend Lorrin Andrews. After the services, the brethren again formed a procession and again marched 
through the several streets of the city, returning to the lodge for its formal closing. 
The first annual election of officers under charter was held at a special meeting, on Friday evening, 
December 31, 1852 to those elected were Charles W Vincent, WM.; William Wond, SW.; F. W. 
Thompson JW.; A. J. Cartwright, SD.; M. R. Harvey, JD; R. Coady, Treas.; Jos. Irwin, Secy. It will be 
noticed that some of the present appointive officers were then elective. The appointments at that time of 
a standing committee to care for the sick and the destitute, with discretionary powers as to expenditure; 
the purchase of a burial lot in Nuuanu cemetery and an order given for a substantial iron fence to enclose 
the same, are ample evidence that the lodge was fully alive to the duties imposed by its Masonic 
obligations... The first installation in Hawaiian Lodge was held January 7, 1853 when the officers elected 
December 31 previously, were installed by brother Robert C Reilly, then Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the Hawaiian government, who had been specially deputized by our Grand Master to perform that 
service.”19 
 

 
19 Evening Bulletin (Honolulu, Hawaii) Tuesday May 6, 1902 page 1, 3 and 6. 
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Lemuel Lyon was the Worshipful Master of the first American Lodge in Hawaii. We are uninformed as 
to whether or not he remained on the Island for the full term of his year. Listed as Worshipful Master in 
1852, he was not on any California roster in 1853 or 1854, but he was busy behind the scenes organizing 
a Lodge in Stockton during that time. 

Morning Star Lodge #68, Stockton, California 1854-56 
“Masonry dates back to the days of King Solomon and the building of his temple. And Masonry in 
Stockton is as old as the city. Among the gold seekers who emigrated to California, there were hundreds 
of Masons and a number of them locating in this city, formed a Masonic lodge. 
The first mover in the matter was Hyram Green, past worshipful master, who inserted a notice in the 
"Times" inviting the brethren of the Masonic fraternity to "attend a meeting In Doc Hill's office, over 
Nichols and McPherson’s store." A number assembled and. having a dispensation issued in Florida, they 
instituted a lodge. They called it Yale lodge, naming it after Gregory Yale, a San Francisco attorney with 
high rank in Masonry. The lodge existed only 16 months and was disorganized September 10, 1851. 
A second attempt was started to form a lodge January 13, 1852, when the following "Masonic notice" 
appeared "requesting all members in good standing belonging to the Masonic fraternity to send their 
names to H. Osborn Matthews, grain store, near the Main street hotel," the site now of the Farmers & 
Merchants bank. San Joaquin Lodge No. 19 was organized and February 11, 1852. we read "The 
members of San Joaquin lodge are requested to meet at their new hall on Center street." May 11 the 
lodge was duly constituted and the following officers installed by the Most Worshipful Grand Master B. 
D. Hyum; J. G. Candee, Worshipful Master; F. C. Andrews, Senior Warden; Rasey Biven, Junior Warden; 
B. W. Colt, Secretary; J. C. Morris, Treasurer; Wm. Hunter, Senior Deacon; R. F. May, Junior Deacon; M. 
Kierski, Tyler, and Rev. James Woods, Chaplain.”20 
 These early Masons were great admirers of Henry Clay, the great Kentucky statesman, who died June 29, 
1852. When they learned of his death 34 days later, they not only turned out in the civic parade, but 
passed resolutions in honor of his memory. 
 Two years later the lodge was split asunder over the political issues of the day. At that time the American 
or no nothing party was at its height and those who favored its doctrines withdrew from San Joaquin 
Lodge and organized Morning Star Lodge No. 68. Its first officers were: Lemuel Lyon, W. M.; George R. 
Warren, S. W., and E. G. Vaughan, J. W. 
Politics was hot in those days, when the slavery question was uppermost. There were many Whigs 
and Democrats who had united with the American Know-Nothing party, and without withdrawing from 
San Joaquin Lodge, December 28, 1854, they organized Morning Star Lodge No. 68. The following were 
the first officers: Lemuel Lyon, W. M.; George R. Warren. S. W.; E. G. Vaugh, J. W.; J. M. Vansycle, 
Treasurer; William H. Gray, secretary; V. M. Peyton. S. D.; O. C. Gage, J. D.; W. W. Stevenson, chaplain. 
Three of the 14 charter members—W. W. Stevenson, H. C. Benson and J. C. Simmons—were ministers. 
There were 25 members on its Charter roll. Having limited means in the early days, the Masons teamed 
up with the Oddfellows to rent a hall. The Proceedings of the California Grand Lodge show that in 1856, 
while Lemuel Lyon was Master of Morning Star Lodge #68, his son Israel Whitney Lyon was found as a 
Master Mason, this suggests that he became a member of that Lodge in 1855 and was likely Raised by his 
father that year.  

 

The Grand Lodge of California 1855-56 
Having been Charter Master of Hawaiian Lodge #21, and helping the organize and serve as Charter 
Master of Morning Star Lodge #68, Lemuel Lyon caught the attention of the Grand Lodge of California. 
As Worshipful Master of Morning Star Lodge he attended the Grand Session which opened on May 1, 
1855 in the Masonic Hall in San Francisco. A few days later on May 7, he was appointed Grand Standard 
Bearer for the Masonic year 1855-56. Like Oregon, California was struggling to develop a Uniform Work. 
With Masons from all across the Country and the world, coming to California, the work was as varied as 

 
20 Stockton Daily Evening Record (Stockton, California) · 3 Feb 1921, Thu · Page 5 Masonry in Stockton by 
George H. Tinkham. 
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the membership. During the year 1855, Lemuel Lyon was appointed to the Committee on the Work. We 
can gather that Lemuel was a good Ritualist, and through him his version of the Massachusetts Work 
influenced first Hawaii, California and then Oregon. WB Lyon continued on as Master of Morning Star 
Lodge #68 in 1856. On May 6, 1856 the Grand Lodge of California meet in Sacramento. A resolution 
was submitted and approved that they add the following section to Article VI. of the Constitution: 
Section 2. — The Grand Master, or presiding officer of the Grand Lodge, shall also appoint such other 
standing committees as the business of the Grand Lodge may require; Lemuel Lyon was a signer on the 
Resolution. On May 7, during the Friday afternoon session, Brother Lyon was elected Senior Grand 
Warden on the 2nd ballot.21 Although he was SGW from May 1856 to May 1857, he had already begun his 
transition to Oregon.  
On October 1, 1856, the Grand Master of Oregon, Alfred M. Belt, met with his Inspectors in Dallas, 
Polk, Oregon. With the Grand Master were; RW James R. Bayley JGW, Inspector for District No. 2, of 
Lafayette #3, Brother Harvey Gordon, Inspector for District, No. 3 – of Salem #4; and Thomas McF. 
Patton Inspector for District, No. 4, Southern Oregon out of Warren Lodge #10. RW Brother Bayley 
gave the following report at the next session of the Oregon Grand Lodge at Salem on June 8, 1857 as 
follows: 
“We proceeded to compare work under the supervision of the M. W. Grand Master; there appearing 
quite a difference in work and opinion, we were about to fail in coming to any definite conclusion, when 
learning that the R. W. Grand Senior Warden of California (Brother Lyon) was in the neighborhood, we 
sent for him to come and attend our deliberations, he responded to our call, and after hearing him go 
through the several lectures, there being so little difference between his method of working and mine, 
that the M. W. Grand Master and Inspectors agreed to adopt it, with a few exceptions. We accordingly 
proceeded to our labors. After remaining in Dallas two days, and there not being a suitable room for our 
accommodation, we adjourned to Salem for the purpose of exemplifying the work. We remained there 
three days, and then adjourned to our several jurisdictions, to teach the work, as adopted.”22 The 
Uniform Work developed by Brother Bayley and Lyon was the heart of the Oregon Ritual for many 
decades, as the Grand Lodge of Oregon struggled to get the Lodges to perform the same work. Many 
revisions happened along the way, so it is hard to know how much of that Work remains in the current 
Ritual. 

Jennings Lodge #9, Dallas, Oregon 1857-59 
After moving to Oregon, Lemuel Lyon, as previously mentioned settled in Independence, Oregon. At 
that time the closest Lodge was Jennings Lodge #9 in Dallas, Oregon, east of Salem. WB Lyon joined 
that Lodge in 1857 and appears on its roster in 1858 as a member and Master of the Lodge. He was 
elected again in 1859, and while thus serving he began work to create a new Lodge in the town where he 
lived.  

Lyon Lodge #29, Independence, Oregon 1859-66 
At the Grand Lodge Communication in 1860, the Grand Master, Amory Holbrook, reported: “On the 
29th of Oct. (1859), a regular petition from brethren residing near Independence, in Polk County, 
was submitted to me, accompanied with the recommendation of Jennings Lodge No. 9, asking for 
dispensation for a Lodge to be known as Lyon Lodge. As our experienced and thoroughly competent 
Grand Lecturer was suggested as the W. M., I felt that the project was in safe hands, particularly when I 
learned that his zeal and interest for the progress and good health of the Craft had induced him to 
prepare suitable and commodious rooms for the accommodation of the Lodge, and the dispensation was 
therefore granted, empowering W. Bro. Lyon as Master, Bro. Ben. F. Burch, as S.W. and Bro. Stephen 
Staats, J.W., to open and hold a Lodge as prayed for.”23 The Committee on Lodges U.D. cheerfully 

 
21 Grand Lodge of California Proceedings 1856 
22 Proceeding of the Grand Lodge of Oregon Salem June 8, 1857, pages 19-20. 
23 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon 1860 page 8. 



16 
 

recommended that a Charter be granted to Lyon Lodge #29, reporting that “This Lodge being under the 
immediate control of our Grand Lecturer, as W.M., your Committee find it correct in all respects.”24 
At the same session the Committee on By-Laws of Subordinate Lodges, of which Brother Lyon was a 
member, reported that Lyon Lodge had not adopted the form prescribed by this Grand Lodge, as it had 
not yet, adopted any By-Laws for its government. On Thursday September 20, 1860 during the morning 
session of the Grand Lodge of Oregon Bro. Holmes of Willamette Lodge #2 submitted the following 
Resolution, which was adopted: “Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge are hereby tendered to 
Bro. Lemuel Lyon, Grand Lecturer, for his valuable services rendered to the fraternity in his official 
capacity.”25 
The Lodge was formed out of Jennings Lodge #9 and worked under dispensation from October 29, 
1859 to September 19, 1860 when the Charter was granted. Having obtained their Charter Lyon Lodge 
set to work. “Regular meetings were held through 1860, and the minutes refer to the rental of the Lodge 
from “Mr. Hart” in 1863 and 1864. This likely was the same property as Lemuel Lyon originally owned in 
1859.26 At the 50th Anniversary of the Lodge it was noted that: “The early Communications of the lodge 
were held in the hall over Burbank’s store in the old town of Independence. Later the lodge was moved 
into the new town. It now occupies its own building, a substantial brick structure on main street.”27 From 
the minutes of the first meeting, a resolution of thanks was extended to Brother Lemuel Lyon for his 
work in organizing this Lodge.” WB Lyon was Master of Jennings Lodge #9 in 1859, and in an unusual 
twist was also the Master of Lyon Lodge U.D. for the last two months of the year. He continued on as 
Master for 1860, 1861 and 1862. In 1863 he relocated to The Dalles, but he remained on the books at 
Lyon Lodge until he was granted a demit in 1865. He did not join another Lodge in Oregon, and we can 
only wonder why he did not affiliate with Wasco Lodge #15 in The Dalles. He appears to have been a 
Mason at large when he went to Japan. It would not be surprising to find that he had some influence on 
Masonry in Japan, and the previously mentioned article shows there were lodges in Japan when he died. 
However, the Grand Lodge of Oregon made mention of some kind of Masonry being in Japan as early as 
1855. We can at least assume that he attended Lodge in Japan while serving as Consul for the United 
States. 

 

Masonry in Japan 

THE FIRST LODGE IN JAPAN 
“The first known Lodge in Japan was Sphinx Lodge which operated under the Grand Lodge of Ireland 
during the years 1862-1865, a few years after the opening of the ports of Japan by Commodore Perry of 
the United States Navy. The roster consisted primarily of members of the military forces with a few local 
foreign residents, for a total of about 20 members. 
According to the memory of an old resident, the Lodge Charter once blew out of the window of the 
Lodge. After a day or two it was discovered by a pedestrian and safely restored to its rightful owners. 
This incident no doubt prompted the Brethren to have the document framed. 
This Lodge was situated at No. 80 Settlement, now known as Yamashita-cho.  

MASONRY IN YOKOHAMA 
When Commodore Perry's forces withdrew, Sphinx Lodge was inactivated and the local foreign residents 
petitioned the Grand Lodge of England for a charter which it received on June 26, 1866. 
This Lodge was called Yokohama Lodge No. 1092 and was very active for many years. 
They held their first meeting in 1867 in the private home of Mr. J. R. Black who was editor and 
proprietor of the Japan Gazette, the first English language newspaper to be printed in Japan. 
The first issue of this newspaper was a two paged affair of great interest; apart from general and local 
news, shipping notices and advertisements, it warned foreigners to exercise extreme caution when 

 
24 Ibid page 12 
25 Ibid page 30 Sept. 20, 1860. 
26 Lyon Lodge #29 A.F.&A.M. History September 12, 1990 page 6 
27 The Capital Journal Salem Oregon December 25, 1909 Saturday page 7. 
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travelling beyond the limits of the Settlement, as Japan during that period was in a state of unrest. It was 
not unusual for residents to go about armed. 
One Masonic brother, as a child remembers his father shooting off a pistol in the garden before he 
retired at night, to remind any prowlers that he possessed a gun. 
In 1868 Yokohama Lodge 1092 moved to new premises at No. 38 Yamashita-cho, just about where 
Yato-bashi spans the canal into Motomachi Shopping Center. 
They occupied the rooms above the auction hall belonging to Messrs. John W. Hall & Company. 
The Charter which had been granted to this Lodge was signed by the Earl of Zetland who was then 
Grand Master of England. Prior to World War II it went into darkness and it has not been reactivated as 
of this time. Its Masonic banner is presently hanging on the wall of the Masonic Temple in Yokohama. 
 
Otentosama Lodge No. 1263 was chartered in June 1869, also under the Grand Lodge of England. 
They met in the Yokohama Masonic Temple for many years. However, this Lodge also went dark prior 
to World War II and has remained in darkness since. Their original banner is also hanging on the wall of 
the Yokohama Masonic Temple.”28 
 

We currently have no details concerning Brother Lyon, in Japan, other than those already mentioned. 
Otensosama Lodge was Chartered just before the arrival of Consul Lyon and both Yokohama and 
Otentosama participated in his funeral services. If not a member of those Lodges we can at least be sure 
he was well known to them and likely attended one or both. It is hard to imagine that he did not bring to 
bare some of his extensive knowledge and expertise to the Masonic Lodges on Yokohama. 

Grand Lodge of Oregon 1856-1864 
Along with the role he played in the formation of a standardized Work in Oregon, Brother Lyon held a 
number of positions of responsibility in the Oregon Grand Lodge, some previously mentioned. On June 
14, 1859 Lemuel Lyon was appointed Grand Lecturer in Oregon, taking over from James R. Bayley. 
Brother Bayley had been rising through the Grand ranks and would be Grand Master in 1861. Brother 
Lyon held the position of Grand Lecturer for 3 years, handing the job off to WB G.W. Greer in June of 
1862. At the Communication held in Salem September 16, 1861, WB Lyon was on the Committee of 
Credentials. He was also on the Committee of Masonic Jurisprudence and the Committee appointed to 
procure the likenesses of the Past and Present Grand Masters, which reported: That they have procured 
the same, and that there are six large photographs of our distinguished brethren in this hall.29 Brother 
Lyon was last noted on the Committee on Subordinate Lodges on June 24, 1864.30 After the death of 
Lemuel; Lyon in 1871, he was eulogized by Grand Master William D. Hare in his address to the Grand 
Lodge at session in Portland June 6, 1872:  
OUR DISTINGUISHED DEAD. 
In sorrow, it becomes my painful duty of officially announce to you the death of our distinguished 
Brother, Lemuel Lyon, who was for years Grand Lecturer under this jurisdiction. Brother Lemuel Lyon 
was born in Needham, Norfolk county, Massachusetts, February 2d, 1806. Brother Lyon removed to this 
State in 1856, and on taking up a permanent residence here, he became the founder and W.M. of Lyon 
Lodge, No. 29, which now bears and kindly holds his name in perpetual memory. Bro. Lyon was 
appointed U. S. Consul at Yokohama in 1869, which office he held until the Spring of 1871, when he was 
appointed to the same office at Singapore, but before entering upon the duties of this office, Death, the 
common leveler of all our race, entered upon the scene. Brother Lyon departed this life at Yokohama, 
April 6th, 1871; and thus, in a foreign land, at the ripe age of sixty-five years, in the midst of official 
honors, passed away from earth, the noble, kind and generous Mason, Capt. Lemuel Lyon. On the 17th 

 
28 https://www.grandlodgeofjapan.org/history.html 
29 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon September 1861 page 16, 16, 84. 
30 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon June 1864 page 5. 
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day of May, the remains of Brother Lyon received Masonic burial in San Francisco.”31 On October 15, 
1873 the Grand Lodge of California and the Grand Master paid appropriate tribute to his memory. 

Here ends the story of Lemuel Lyon; in his Masonic career he Chartered Lodges in Honolulu, Hawaii, 
Stockton California and Independence, Oregon and was Charter Master for each of those Lodges. He 
was Worshipful Master 8 times in four Lodges, with a portion of three different years working as Master 
Under Dispensations. He helped to establish a Uniform ritual in California and Oregon, and likely 
influenced the Work done in Hawaii, and maybe Japan as well. His pioneering spirit and Masonic zeal, 
honorable nature and fair dealings made him an instrument of the Great Architect worthy of 
remembrance. 

Masonry was strong in the Lyon family from Elisha Lyon Worshipful Master of Constellation Lodge in 
Massachusetts, to the many achievements of his son Lemuel and beyond. Of his children, Israel W. Lyon 
was a Mason in Morning Star Lodge #68. He was a Dentist of some renown and moved to San Francisco 
where he affiliated with Oriental Lodge #144 by 1861. He was Junior Warden of that Lodge in 1862, but 
was back in the ranks for 1863-64. In the 1880’s he developed a Tooth powder which was still sold in the 
1950’s. He had an office in New York and died in Englewood, New Jersey on February 22, 1897. 

     

  
His other son, Captain Lemuel Elisha Lyon joined Morning Star Lodge between 1865 and 1868. He was 
elected Nov. 23, 1869 as Secretary of the Stockton Chapter No. 28 Royal Arch Masons. He was still on 
the roster of Morning Star Lodge #68 in 1893. He died in Menlo Park, California on June 21, 1922. He 
was buried at Cypress Lawn Cemetery. 
  
 
By Michael D. Robinson Grand Historian of Oregon March 2020 

 
31 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Oregon 1872 pages 15-16 


